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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard  to  the  Earl  of  Hiljborough , 
dated  Bojl 011^  Nov.  i>  1768* 


.  •  -  My  Lord, 

INOW  proceed  to  conclude  my  naul- 
tive  of*  my  endeavours  to  get  quarters 
for  the  King’s  troops  until  I  found  my- 
felf  at  the  end  of  my  tiring,  and  could  do 


nothing  morei 

On  Saturday,  Oaober  15,  General  Gage 
arrived  here  with  his  officers  to  .00k  to  the 
quartering  the  Troops  himfelf.  On  Monday 
I  called  a  Council  in  the  morning,  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  General .  He  told  them  that  he 
was  refolved  to  quarter  the  two  regiments 
now  here,  in  town,  and  demanded  quarters  ; 
and  that  he  ffiould  referve  the  Barracks  at 

the  Caftle  for  the  Iriffi 

part  of  them  as  they  would  contain  >  which 


,  .  (  *’) 

has  I, nee  been  determined  to  be  only  one  it- 

giment.  After  the  General  had  left  the 
Boa.d,  I  fat  at  it  until  eight  o’clock  at  night  • 
tvyo  hours  after  dinner  time  excepted.  The' 
tvhole  was  a  feene  of  perverfiom  to  avoid 
then  doing  any  thing  towards  quartering  the 
troops,  unworthy  of  fuch  a  body.  In  the 
courie  of  the  queftions  I  put  to  them,  they 
denied  that  they  knew  of  any  building  be¬ 
longing  to  the  province  in  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton  tnat  was  proper  to  be  fitted  up  for  bar¬ 
racks ;  and  they  denied  that  the  Manufac- 
tory  Houfe  was  fuch  a  building.  This  was 
io  notonoufly  contrary  to  truth,  that  fome 
gentlemen  expreffed  their  concern  that  it 
mould  remain  upon  the  minutes ;  and  to  in- 
uce  me  to  confent  to  its  being  expunged,  a 
motion  was  made  in  writing  that  the  Gover¬ 
nor  be  defired  to  order  the  Manufactory  Houfe 
to  be  cleared  of  its  prefent  inhabitants,  that 
it  might  be  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  fuch 
part  of  the  two  Irifh  regiments  as  could  not 
be  accommodated  at  the  Caftle  Barracks. 
This  was  violently  oppofed,  but  was  carried 
m  the  affirmative  6  to  5  :  Upon  this  I  or¬ 
dered  the  former  anfwers  to  be  expunged. 
This  Refolution  amounting  to  an  affignment 
°Lthe  Caftle  Barracks  for  the  Irifh  regiments, 
effectually  put  an  end  to  the  objection  before 
made  that  no  quarters  were  due  in  town 
until  the  Caftle  Barracks  were  filled. 

The  next  thing  to  be  done  was  to  clear  the 
Manufafitory-Houfe,  the  preventing  of  which 

was 
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was  a  great  objed  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty. 
For  this  purpofe,  about  fix  or  feven  weeks 
before,  when  the  report  of  troops  coming 
here  was  firft  confirmed,  all  kinds  of  people 
were  thruft  into  this  building  ;  and  the 
Workhoufe  itlelf  was  opened,  and  the  people 
confined  there  were  permitted  to  go  into  the 
Manufadory-Houfe.  This  was  admitted  to 
be  true  in  Council  by  one  of  the  Board  who 
is  an  Overfeer  of  the  Poor  and  a  Principal 
therein.  And  after  the  Order  of  Council  was 
known,  feveral  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Fadion 
went  into  the  Manufadory-Houfe,  adviled 
the  people  there  to  keep  poffeffion  againft  the 
Governor’s  order,  and  promifed  them  fup- 
port.  And  when  fome  of  them  figmfied 
their  intention  to  quit  the  houfe,  they  were 
told  that  if  they  quit  the  houfe  they  m‘u^. 
quit  the  town,  for  they  would  be  killed  it 

they  ftaid  in  it. 

I  had  die  advice  of  the  bell  Lawyers  that 
according  to  the  law  and  ufage  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  the  owners  of  an  houfe  occupied  by  te¬ 
nants  at  fufferance,  or  wrongful  poffeilors, 
might  enter  by  any  means  they  could  and  turn 
them  out  of  poffeffion  without  bringing  an 
adion.  It  was  alfo  certain  that  the  Governor 
and  Council,  when  the  Affembly  was  not  fit¬ 
ting,  were  perfed  owners  of  the  efrates  be¬ 
longing  to  the  province,  except  for  alienation. 
Upon  thefe  two  principles  I  appointed  the 
fheriff  and  two  of  his  deputies  bailitts  o  t  io 

Governor  and  Council  for  the  purpofe  o  ie 

B  2  moving 
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H°ur"S  ‘ThPenPle  f  Ut  °f  the  Manuftflo^ 
houie  Ihe  fhenff wasrefufed  admittance- 

3 n  ^  Chkf  Jurtice  went  with  him 

d  ad vi fed  them  to  give  up  the  houfe ;  he 

was  anfwered  that  thev  hid  ikl  ~  •  c  i 

in  t  uiac  tney  nad  tne  opinion  of  the 

beft  Lawyer  in  the  province  to  keep  poffef- 
iion.  Lpon  a  third  attempt  the  fheriff  find-? 
ing  a  window  open,  entered  ;  upon  which 

e  Pf°P^  gatheied  about  him  and  fhut  him 
up  ;  he  then  made  a  fignal  to  an  officer  with- 
out  who  brought  a  party  of  foldiers,  who 
took  poikffion  of  tne  yard  of  the  building 
and  relieved  the  ffieriff  from  his  confinement! 

This  occasioned  a  great  mob  to  affemble 
with  lome  of  the  chiefs  of  the  fadtion ;  they 
were  very  abufive  againft  the  foldiers,  but  no 
mifchief  ,VvT,S  f  °ne'  They  kePl  houfe 
blockaded  ail  that  day,  and  beft  part  of  the 
next  day.  When  feme  of  the  Council  decla¬ 
ring  that  it  was  not  intended  to  ufe  force 
although  they  knew  it  could  not  be  done 
without,  and  the  bunding  not  being  imme¬ 
diately  wanted,  the  foldiers  were  withdrawn 
on  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day.  Thus  the 
budding  belonging  to  the  Government,  and 
anigned  by  the  Governor  and  Council  for  his 
Majefty’s  ufe,  is  kept  filled  with  the  outcaft 
of  the  workhoufe  and  thefeum  of  the  town 
to  pi  event  its  being  uled  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  the  king’s  troops.  After  this  was 
over  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done  with 
tne  Council  until  the  foldiers  were*  billeted  in 
the  public  homes  as  far  as  they  would  go. 

T  his  - 
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•  <***  '  -  »  .  *  ^ 

This  we  knew  would  never  be  done  ;  but  it 
rnuft  be  attempted ;  and  the  Council  left  this 
bufinefs  to  me  alone  without  offering  their 
afiiftance,  which  in  other  cafes  has  been  ufual. 
Indeed  I  did  not  afk  them,  as  I  did  not  think  the 
bufinefs  would  be  forwarded  by  my  affociating 
them.  I  therefore  fummoned  all  the  adting 
juftices  to  meet  me  in  the  Council.  Twelve 
of  them  appeared;  I  acquainted  them  that 
the  General  demanded  quarters  for  the  two 
regiments,  according  to  the  act  of  Parliament. 
They  defired  to  take  it  into  confideration  a- 
mong  themfelves.  I  confented,  and  we  part¬ 
ed.  Two  juftices,  two  days  after  this,  at¬ 
tended  me  with  afi-anfwer  in  writing,  where- 
bv  the  whole  body  reftifed  to-billet  the  foidiers. 

J  *  v  | 

But  thefe  gentlemen  informing  me  that  the 
juftices  had  been  much  influenced  by  the  ar¬ 
gument  that  the  barracks  at  the  Caftle  ought 
to  have  been  firft  filled,  &c.  I  fhewed  them 
the  minutes  of  the  Council  whereby  the  bar¬ 
racks  at  the  Caftle  were  afligned  to  the  Irifh 
regiments,  and  they  mull  be  confidercd  as 
full.  This  was  quite  new  to  them,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  themlelves  having  overlooked  the  effedt  of 
their  vote.  I  gave  them  a  copy  of  this  vote, 
and  returned  the  anfwer,  defiring  them  to  re- 
confidcrit.  1  hree  days  after  the  fame  gen¬ 
tlemen  informed  me  that  they  had  refolved 
againft  billeting  the  foidiers,  but  could  not 
agree  upon  the  reafons  to  be  afligned  tor  rc- 
fufing  it ;  but  the  next  day  they  gave  me  an 
anlwer  in  writing,  (a  copy  of  which  is  here 
'  inclofed) 
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jnciofed)  figned  by  eight  of  the  j  uftices ;  two 
others  were  againft  billeting,  and  gave  other 
i  ealons  for  tneir  refufal ;  two  others  were  for 
billeting,  but  declined  ading  by  themfelves 
after  fo  large  a  majority  of  the  whole  body 
bad  declared  for  the  contrary  opinion. 

To  fhew  the  futility  of  thefe  pretences,  I 
rnuft  obferve  that  the  ad  direds  the  billeting 
to  be  by  conftables,  tything-men,  magiftratesj 
and  other  civil  officers,  and  in  their  default  or 
abfence  by  any  one  juftice  of  the  peace.  The 
ufual  conftrudion  of  this  ad  has  been  that 
magiftrates  ffiould  grant  the  billets,  and  con?, 
itables  deliver  them ;  and  the  latter  being 
minifterial  cannot  grant  billets  without  a  ma- 
giftrate  or  juftice  ordering  them  by  magif- 
trates  have  been  always  underltood  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  corporations,  and  where  a  town 
is  not  a  corporation,  the  jultices  are  the  only 
magiftrates  who  are  applied  to  in  England, 
and  they  deliver  the  billets  to  the  conftables, 
who  ferve  them  upon  the  public  houfes. 
Now  in  this  town  of  Bolton  there  are  no  per- 
fons  who  come  under  the  denominations  but 
jultices  and  conltables.  As  to  the  fele£t-men 
to  whom  the  jultices  are  fuppofed  to  refer, 
they  have  been  declared  by  themfelves,  by 
the  Council,  and  by  the  Governor,  to  be 
neither  magiftrates,  nor  civil  officers ;  and  they 
certainly  are  not,  for  they  can  neither  grant 
nor  execute  a  warrant.  This  I  explained 
fully  to  the  jultices  before  they  gave  their 
final  anfwer  }  but  to  no  purpofe ;  they  being 

determined 
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determined  to  refufe  at  all  events.  Thus  we 
have  an  adt  of  Parliament  which  is  become  a 
great  favourite  ;  for  with  the  comments  it  has 
received  here,  it  is  become  in  fadt  an  adt  to 
prevent  his  Majefly’s  troops  being  quartered 
in  the  town  of  Bolton.  Immediately  after  I 
held  a  Council,  and  informed  the  Board  of 
the  refufal  of  the  juftices  to  billet  the  foldiers. 
I  faid  that  I  was  now  at  the  end  of  my  tether; 
for  as  they  had  declared  before,  that  they 
Would  adhere  to  the  act  of  Parliament,  and 
had  refufed  to  adt  in  that  liberal  way  which  I 
thought  was  their  duty  when  the  King’s  necef- 
fary  fervice  was  obftrudted,  I  could  propofe 
nothing  further  to  them.  For  I  forefawthat 
if  I  propofed  to  hire  and  fit  up  houfes,  &c.  for 
the  troops,  they  would  anfwer  that  it  did  not 
become  their  bufinefs  till  the  public  houfea 
were  full.  But  if  any  gentleman  thought  it 
was  to  any  purpofe  to  put  fuch  a  queftion,  I 
was  ready  to  do  it :  this  was  declined  by  fi- 
lence.  I  then  informed  them  that  by  reafon 
of  this  general  refufal  of  quarters,  the  General 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  hire  and  fit  up 
houfes  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown  for  the 
reception  of  the  troops,  who  now  (Odt.  26.) 
efpecially  they  who  were  encamped,  began  to 
feel  the  want  of  warm  quarters,  and  as  he 
thought  the  expcnce  would  ultimately  fall  up¬ 
on  the  province,  hedefired  that  I  would  ap¬ 
point  a  commifi'ary  to  join  with  and  afiift  his 
officers  in  providing  fuch  houfes,  efpecially 
with  regard  to  the  ceconomy  of  the  expence. 

I  therefore 


# 
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t  therefore  defired  their  advice  and  affiftanci 
in  making  fuch  appointment.  This,  after  a 
long  debate,  was  refuied,.  they  faying  that  if 
they  ffiould  join-infuch  appointment,  it  would 
be  admitting  th%t  the  province  ought  to  be 
charged  with  .-the-  expence  ;  and  I  could 
appoint  auditors-  to  examine  the  accounts 
without  them.;  I  therefore  put  an  end  to  this 
bufinefs,  haying  been  employed  in  it  from 
Sept.  19th  to  Oft.  26th,  in  all  38  days,  with¬ 
out  any  profped  of  doing  any  thing  to  pur-* 
pofe,  but  under  an  obligation  of  trying  every 

effort  before  I  gave  it  up. 

During  this  time  the  General,  who  fore- 
faw  how  this  negociation  would  end,  had  em¬ 
ployed  his  officers  to  hire  and  fit  up  houfes 
for  the  troops  3  fo  that  by  the  time  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  definitive  refufal,  compleat  quar¬ 
ters  were  provided  for  all  the  troops.  But 
now  another  difficulty  arofe  3  if  the  foldiers 
fhould  be  put  into  barracks,  though  provided 
by  the  Crown,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
magiftrate,  the  military  officers  who  placed 
them  there,  would  be  chargeable  with,  taking 
upon  them  to  quarter  foldiers  otherwife  than 
by  this  aft,  and  being  convided  of  it  by  two 
juflices  of  peace  would  be  caflnered  lpfo  facto 
This  claufe  was  depended  upon  to  oblige  the 
foldiers  to  quit  the  town  after  they  had  found 
it  impracticable  to  get  quaiteis  according  to 
the  ad  of  Parliament,  and  was  part  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  plan  which  I  mentioned  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  very  early.  And  it  could  not  be  expeded 
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that  the  juftiees  who  had  refufed  to  billet  the 
foldiers  would  place  them  in  other  quarters, 
for  that  would  be  to  contradict  themfelves. 

I  therefore  took  upon  myfelf  to  remove  that 
difficulty,  and  by  a  commiffion,  wherein  I 
received  his  Majelty’s  command  to  me  to  take 
every  neceflary  ftep  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  faid  troops,  and  the  feveral  means  by 
which  the  execution  of  the  aft  for  providing 
quarters  for  the  troops  was  defeated,  and  the 
obligation  I  was  thereby  put  under  to  provide 
quarters  for  the  troops  in  the  belt  manner  I 
could,  I  authorized  a  perfon  therein  named, 
to  place  the  faid  two  regiments  in  fuch  build¬ 
ings  and  houfes  as  could  be  procured  at  the 
expence  of  the  Crown  with  the  confent  of 
the  owners.  Thus  has  ended  the  bufinefs  ol 
quartering  the  two  regiments. — As  for  provi- 
fion  for  them  at  Bofton,  according  to  the  aft 
of  parliament,  I  have  already  ffiewn  how  the 
order  of  Council  for  that  purpofe  was  annulled 
and  avoided  in  the  origination  of  it.  Provi- 
fion  has  been  made  at  Caftle  William  by  an 
order  of  Council  being  made,  that  the  pro¬ 
vincial  commilfary  ihould  take  care  of  it. 
But  they  have  refufed  to  make  fuch  an  order 
for  the  troops  at  Bofton  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
not  done  nor  like  to  be  done. 

I  am,  with  great  refpeft,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordffiip’s  moft  obedient,  and  moll  humble 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

Th<;  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough.  S 
January  27,  1769. 

C  Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Bernard  to 
the  harl  of  Hilllborough,  dated  Boflon , 
November 5,  1768.  J 

My  Lord, 

I  received  your  Lordflup’s  letter. 
No.  1 6, 1  immediately  communicated  it 
to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  we  both 
agreed  in  opinion,  that  it  could  not  be  advif- 
able  to  lay  before  the  Council  any  part  of  it, 
except  what  related  to  the  providing  for  the 
troops,  until  the  troops  were  got  into  quar¬ 
ters  .  as  we  forelaw  that  the  bulinefs  of  quar¬ 
tering  the  troops  would  occafion  a  good  deal 
of  trouble,  and  polfibly  fome  commotion,  and 
it  would  not  be  advileable  to  bring  on  too 
much  bulinefs  at  once ;  at  lead  until  the  town 
was  a  little  fettled.  This  bufinefs  of  quarter¬ 
ing,  your  Lordlhip  will  obferve,  kept  me  em¬ 
ployed  ’till  Odober  26th,  on  which  day  I  had 
Summoned  a  general  Council,  On  this  day 
I  had  nineteen  councellors,  that  is  all  but 
three  :  I  therefore  chofe  this  time  to  commu¬ 
nicate  the  other  part  of  your  Lordlhip’s  let¬ 
ter,  except  what  relates  to  the  calling  the 
alfembly,  which  I  had  referved  untill  I  had 
received  further  orders  about  it.  I  made  this 
communication  by  an  extrad,  which  after  it 
was  read  I  left  in  the  Secretary’s  hands,  that 
the  gentlemen  might  perufe  it  at  their  leifure ; 

I  cau» 
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1  cautioned  the  Secretary  againft  fuffering  a 
copy  to  be  taken,  but  did  not  reftrain  him 
from  permitting  it  being  read,  I  alfo  gave 
another  copy  of  the  fame  extra#  to  the  firft 
Commiffioner  of  the  Cuftoms,  engaging  him 

to  keep  it  in  his  own  hands,  and  not  let  a 
copy  be  taken. 

Immediately  after  I  had  an  occafion  to 
move  a  matter  that  would  fhew  their  difpo- 
fition  to  pay  a  proper  regard  to  his  Majefty’s 
commands.  The  Commillioners  had  wrote 
to  me,  deining  that  I  would  take  the  advice 
of  Council  whether  they  might  return  to 
town,  and  reaffume  their  functions,  with 
fafety  to  themfelves  and  officers.  I  commu¬ 
nicated  this  letter  to  the  Council,  and  put 
the  question  to  them.  This  was  very  em- 
barraffing  •  If  they  anfwered  Yea,  they  would 
be  chargeable  with  advifing  the  return  of  the 
Commillioners  •  If  they  faid  No,  they  would 
contradibfc  all  their  affiertions,  that  there  was 
no  occafion  for  troops  to  fupport  the  ci¬ 
vil  power.  They  therefore,  for  above  two 
houis  together,  ufed  all  kinds  of  evaiions  to 
avoid  giving  an  anfwer,  I  was  told  that  they 
weie  not  obliged  to  give  opinions:  I  an¬ 
fwered,  that  they  were  obliged  to  give  ad¬ 
vice;  and  the  quefhon  was  put,  whether  they 
would  advife  me  to  allure  the  Commillioners.. 
that  they  might  return  with  fafety.  At  laft 
I  was  obliged  to  tell  them,  that  if  they  would 
not  give  me  an  anfwer,  I  would  take  their 
‘refufal  for  an  anfwer  in  the  negative  :  for  if 

C  2  they 
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they  could  anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  no  rea- 
fon  could  be  fuppofed  why  they  Ihould  not 
give  an  anfwer  and  if  they  could  not  anfwer 
in  the  affirmative,  they  mull  reconcile  it  with 
their  public  declarations  of  the  loyalty  and 
peaceablenefs  of  the  town  as  well  as  they 
could.  At  length  I  got  an  anfwer,  twelve 
anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  five  declining 
anlwering  becaufe  they  lived  out  of  town,  and 
two  giving  written  anfwers,  condemning  the 
commiffioners  for  going  out  of  the  town,  and 
therefore  refilling  advice  about  their  return, 
but  concluding  that  all  perfons  would  be 
fafe.  In  this  council  I  fat  from  eleven  to 
nine,  two  intermediate  hours  excepted  ;  and 
all  the  bufinefs  might  have  been  very  well 
done  in  an  hour  or  two  by  pra£ticable  fiien. 

Before  this  Council  met,  I  had  been  in¬ 
formed  that  fome  of  the  Board  had  been  pre¬ 
paring  an  addrefs  to  the  General,  to  remove 
the  troops  from  hence,  that  at  this  meeting 
they  might  get  a  great  number  of  hands  to  it. 
When  the  Council  broke  up,  I  heard  fome  of 
them  making  an  appointment  to  meet  there 
the  next  morning.  I  told  them  that  I  under- 
ftood  that  they  were  going  on  with  bufinefs 
as  a  Council  feparately  from  me ;  but  I  cau¬ 
tioned  them  again!!  proceeding.  It  was  an- 
fwered  that  they  Ihould  not  a<ft  as  a  Council 
but  as  private  gentlemen.  I  then  defired  that 
they  would  not  give  their  meetings  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  Council,  by  holding  them  in 
the  Council  Chamber.  They  met  the  next 
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jjay  and  fettled  the  addrefs,  which  was  very 
much  foftened  from  the  firft  draught,  which 
T  am  told  was  much  more  virulent  againll  the 
commiffioners.  It  was  figned  by  fifteen  of 
the  Council,  among  whom  were  the  five  w  ho 
knew  not  enough  of  the  town  to  vote  foi  the 
fafety  of  the  commiffioners  returning,  bin 
knew  enough  to  join  in  an  inve6hve  again  ft 
them  j  four  refufed  to  fign.  It  was  then 
prefented  to  the  General,  who  obferved  to 
them,  that  the  refolves  of  the  Town-meet¬ 
ing  were  a  fufficient  caufe  for  fending  troops 
here,  though  there  had  been  no  riots  :  It  was 
anfwered  that  they  were  the  productions  of  a 

few  imprudent  wrong-headed  men.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  replied,  that  they  were  find  to  be  unant- 
moujly  refolved,  in  a>// Town-meeting.  The 
next  Monday  it  appeared  in  all  the  public 
papers,  from  whence  I  fend  your  Lordfhip 

the  inclofed  copy.  .  . 

I  fhall  make  but  few  obfervations  on  the 

writing,  the  intent  of  it  being  plain  enough, 

_ I#  It  is  well  known  to  your  Lordfhip  that 

this  kind  of  writings  is  defigned  for  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  not  for  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
are  addreffed.  This  is  notorious  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  :  the  gentlemen  who  moved  this 
bufinefs  knew  very  well  that  the  General 
could  not  move  the  troops  from  this  town,  it 
he  could  have  been  difpofed  to  do  it ;  becaufe 
they  were  fent  hither  by  order  of  his  Majefty, 
and  not  placed  here  by  the  difcretion  of  the 
General.  The  General  himfelf  had  told  them 


"gain  to  induceThem^ ro'lffifHh"  aga'n  •an<1 

no“xte !Zp8s- 

ther  purpofe  of  tins  add  -rtf  v  &r  ano- 
b".  as  indeed  it  is  them  inn'  i  appears  t0 
«>-  abufe  of  the^ttS'S  ,'“bjef  1"’ 

Tfrh  very  ill  toed:  r^:vs 
p  nad  been  made  acquainted  with  his  Ma 

mSi IW  eXpeaati°"  *ae  thecal 

theii  funffion  ^eturn]t?  and  refume 

rlnZ  ";;th  fa%. ,  <o  rnbiith.  r  ml": 

IWW  ingi  um9,whlch  as  if  had  nothinc 
*•  ™U  d  °nl>'  ferve  t0  revive  the  po¬ 
pular  prejudices  again/*  them,  and  therebv 

encourage  refinance,  and  make  their  S 
precarious  is  unaccountable  in  men  of  this 

f"lhomaof  ftemuTith  dleir  Public  Pro- 

"if!  tneir  regard  for  the  King’s  fervice. 

»  K  ^  1S  aji°  very  unreafonable,  it  being- 
t,eday  after  the  commiffioners  had  fignified 

aPPrePen lions  of  danger  in  returning  to 

-  oi  ton,  ana  defired  the  advice  of  the  Council 
concerning  it,  and  the  Council  had  given  their 
opinion  that  they  might  return  with  fafety 
f  or  oiiele  Councellors,  who  had  one  day  en- 

very  next 

day  to  liilie  a  writing  under  their  hands,  hold¬ 
ing  them  forth  to  the  people  “  as  men  whole 
avarice  having  imothered  in  their  breads  everv 
fentiment  of  humanity  towards  this  province, 
has  impeded  them  to  oppreis  it  to  the  utmoft 

of 
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of  their  power,”  is  utterly  irreconcileablc 
with  my  ideas  of  truth,  juftice  and  humanity, 
and  lliocks  me  the  more,  as  I  know  that  the 
wives  of  two  of  the  commiffioners,  who  have 
young  children,  did  not  want  to  have  their 
fears  increafed  by  this  publication. 

It  would  have  been  unaccountable  how  fo 
many  perfons  of  fo  refpedtable  a  ftation,  and 
many  of  them  of  a  refpedtable  character, 
could  join  in  ligning  fuch  a  paper,  if  we  did 
not  coniider  that  in  public  and  popular  pro¬ 
ceedings  the  leaders  are  few,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowers  many ;  and  that  people  called  upon  to 
ftgn  papers  frequently  adt  without  conlidera- 
tion,  and  fometimes  againft  their  judgment. 
And  the  virulence  with  which  the  commif¬ 
fioners  have  been  treated,  feems  to  be  too  vio¬ 
lent  to  be  the  effedt  of  public  zeal  only,  with¬ 
out  the  interference  of  private  animoiity, 
which,  at  prefent,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to 
account  for,  I  can  only  condemn  and  lament 
fuch  proceedings  in  a  body  for  which  I  have 
always  had  and  ftill  retain  a  great  regard. 

I  am,  with  great  refpect,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordfhip’s  molt  obedient,  and  molt  humble 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough.  $ 

January  27,  1769, 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Bernard  to 
the  Earl  of  Hill  thorough,  dated  Bofon, 
November  12,  1768. 


My  Lord, 


AFTER  I  had  communicated  your 
Lordfhip’s  letter  to  the  Council,  I  con- 
lidered  that  fome  farther  notification  of  it 
would  be  neceifary  in  regard  to  what  related 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  commilfioners  had  fixed  upon, 
this  week  for  their  return  to  Bofton.  A  pro¬ 
clamation  was  not  thought  proper,  as  the  bu- 
iinefs  was  in  a  manner  confined  to  the  town 
of  Bofton.  I  therefore  thought  of  a  letter 
from  myfelf  to  the  juftices  of  Bofton,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  drew  one  up,  wherein  I  recited  fuch 
part  of  your  Lordfhip’s  letter  as  related  to 
them,  and  their  bufinefs,  and  thereto  added 
injunctions  and  admonitions  of  my  own.  I 
communicated  this  to  the  Council  laft  Wed- 
nefday,  propofing,  if  it  had  their  approba¬ 
tion,  to  call  the  juftices  together,  and  deliver 
it  to  them  by  word  of  mouth,  and  then  give 
them  copies  of  it.  But  though  no  exceptions 
were  taken  to  particulars,  the  whole  was  ob¬ 
jected  to  ftrongly  for  this  reafon;  that  if  they 
were  to  confent  to  this  letter  they  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  to  approve  of  the  cenfures  your  Lordfhip 

has1 
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has  paffed  upon  the  town,  which  they  would 
not  admit  it  had  deferved.  I  told  them  that 
I  would  not  enter  into  an  argument  which 
might  tend  to  impeach  the  truth  or  jufticeof 
your  Lordfhip’s  letter,  but  I  obferved,  that 
both  of  them  were  very  defeniible,  being 
founded  upon  notorious  fa£ts,  which  could 
not  be  denied  or  doubted* 

I  then  propoled  another  method  of  inform¬ 
ing  the  jultices  ;  which  was  to  call  the  jul- 
tices  together,  and  after  reading  fuch  part  of 
your  Lordfhip’s  letter  as  related  to  their  bu- 
iinefs,  to  give  them  a  general  admonition  con¬ 
cerning  their  future  conduct.  This  was  ob¬ 
jected  to,  for  that  an  admonition  implied  a  cen- 
fure.  This  I  anfwered  by  (hewing,  that  they 
did  really  deferve  cenfure,  and  by  declaring 
that  I  would  ufc.them  tenderly  in  that  refpedh 
But  I  found  that  I  fhould  never  prevail  with 
the  Council  to  acl  in  this  bufmefs  :  that  they 
would  not  advife  to  any  method  of  notifying, 
enjoining  or  enforcing  the  orders  contained 
in  your  Lordfhip’s  letter ;  and  that  I  could 
make  nothing  of  them  but  paffivc  alTociates. 
I  propofed,  therefore,  that  they  fhould  meet 
in  the  Council  the  next  morning,  and  I  would 
of  my  own  accord,  and  without  then*  advice, 
order  the  juftices  to  attend,  and  would  admo- 
nifli  them  as  I  had  before  propofed.  This 
was  at  length  affentcci  to  ;  though  not  with- 

O  O 


out  one  gentleman’s  protelling  againil  it.  i 
accordingly  the  next  day  aifembled  tire  jus¬ 
tices,  and,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Council, 

D  havin 
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having  caufed  an  extract  of  your  Lordfhip’s 
letter  to  be  read,  I  entered  into  a  full  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  their 
duty  therein ;  and  avoiding  as  much  as  I  could 
cenluring  them  for  their  former  conduit,  I 
fhewed  what  would  be  expedited  of  them  for 
the  future  3  and  I  concluded,  that  if  they  had 
a  mind  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  the  town,  it 
was  not  to  be  done  by  denying  what  was  part, 
but  by  regulating  what  was  to  come :  As 
foon  as  I  had  done,  a  gentleman  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  faid  aloud  he  liked  this  very  well;  and  the 
ju  Rices  feemed  fatisfied  with  this  proceeding  3 
and  feveral  of  them  gave  affurances  that  they 
would  do  the  beft  to  preferve  the  good  order 
of  the  town. 

Thefe  two  conferences  with  the  Council 
paifed  with  good  humour  3  and  in  the  cotirfe 
of  them  I  had  an  opportunity  to  obferve  upon 
and  lament  the  fervility,  in  regard  to  the 
people,  with  which  the  bufinefs  of  Council 
was  now  done,  in  comparifon  to  what  it  ufed 
to  be.  This  was  not  denied  3  and  one  gentle¬ 
man  faid,  that  he  did  not  now  enter  the 
Council  Chamber  with  that  free  mind  he  ufed 
to  have  3  but  he  liked  to  be  concerned  in 
public  bufinefs,  and  did  not  chufe  to  quit  his 
place  in  the  Council,  and  therefore  muR  be 
content  to  hold  it  upon  fuch  terms  as  he  could. 
So  fair  a  ccnceflion  deferves  not  to  be  palled 
unnoticed.  But  I  fhould  not  trouble  your 
Lordfhip  with  fuch  trifling  anecdotes,  if  they 
did  not  feem  to  me  to  be  the  held  method  to 

convey 
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convey  a  true  idea  of  the  prefent  ilate  of  this 
government,  and  to  point  out  the  chief  caules 
of  its  deceafe,  and  I  mult  myfelf  refort  to  the 
caufe  I  am  now  treating  of,  to  fhew  why  I  • 
have  not  executed  the  King’s  commands  in 
as  full  a  manner  as  may  be  expected  from 
me.  But,  my  Lord,  the  Council  themfelves 
have,  for  above  four  months  part,  taken  great 
pains  to  fhew  from  whence  the  imbecility  of 
this  government  arifes;  and  have  brought 
more  forcible  arguments,  than  any  one  elfe 
could  have  urged,  to  fliew  how  neceffary  it 
is  become  that  the  King  fhould  have  the 
Council  Chamber  in  his  own  hands.  How 
this  can  be  done  may  be  a  queftion,  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  it  is  none. 

I  am,  with  great  refpedt,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordlhip’s  molt  obedient,  and  molt  humble 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough. 

January  27,  1769. 


Governor  Bernards  Letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Hilllborough,  dated  Bojlon,  November  14, 
1768. 

My  Lord, 

I  Come  now  to  conlider  that  part  of  my 
orders  which  relates  to  the  reforming  the 
Bench  of  jultices  :  This  is  to  be  done  by 
two  ways,  frit,  by  adding  new  jultices  to  the 

D  2  prelent 
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prefen t  Bench,  either  by  engaging  gentle- 

are  ,already  in  the  commiffion  to 
qucdify  themfelves,  or  by  granting  new  com- 

‘  rnS  to  fit  perfons  who  will  undertake  to 
tlf/  leCOnd,y’  by  removing  fuch  perfons  in 
e  commiffion  who  are  known  to  beinfedled 
Math  principles  of  difaffedtion  to  the  confli- 
tutional  authority  of  Parliament.  The  firfl 
P  t  e  e  is  P*  adlicable  in  both  its  branches  ; 

e  econ^  is  at  prefent  abfolutely  imprac¬ 
ticable,  and  will  remain  fo  while  the  Council 

make  the  humouring  the  people  their  chief 
objed. 


legal d  to  the  firfl:  1  have  already  made 
fome  attempts  to  engage  fome  gentlemen  now 
P*  , le  c°mmiffion  to  qualify  themfelves,  and 
mall  purfue  it :  And  notwithftanding  the  un- 
certaking  is  very  difcouraging,  I  expe£l  I  ffiall 
have  fome  fuccefs.  I  have  alfo  made  an  effay 
to  appoint  new  juflices  who  would  engage  to 
adt,  by  naming  one  very  fit  perfon.  It  was 
received  very  cooly  by  the  Council,  and  upon 
my  afking  the  reafon,  I  was  told  he  was  not 
popular;  I  i eplied  that  if  he  had  been  I 
fhould  not  have  named  him.  As  he  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  in  every  other  refpedt  a  moft  un¬ 
exceptionable  man,  it paffed unanimoufly :  but 
it  gave  me  to  know  what  I  mull  expedl  if  I 
propofed  a  man  who  was  not  popular  again!! 
whom  any  exception  could  be  taken.  But  I 
ffiall  try  loon  again. 

As  for  removing  perfons  for  their  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  authority  of  Parliament  by  means 
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of  a  Council,  the  majority  of  which  has  (in¬ 
directly  at  lead)  avowed  the  fame  principles, 
and  now  appears  to  act  in  concert  with  that 
party  from  whence  the  opposition  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  originated,  it  would  be  an  attempt  con¬ 
trary  to  all  rules  of  policy  and  prudence.  It 
would  require  to  be  done  by  a  public  enquiry, 
which  would  receive  all  the  obdrudlion  and 
embarradment  which  the  chicanery  of  law 
could  invent  ;  and,  if  after  all,  full  proof  of 
difaffeCtion  to  the  authority  of  Parliament 
fhould  be  made,  it  would  be  declared  not  to 
be  relevant  to  infer  fuch  a  cenfure.  It  would 
■  be  therefore  in  vain  to  attempt  to  punifh  dif- 
affeftion  to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  until 
the  criminality  is  better  edablillied  than  it  is 
at  prefent.  To  fupport  this  conjedlure  in 
what  manner  the  Council  would  abt  in  fuch 
a  proceeding,  I  need  only  refer  your  Lordfhip 
to  their  conduct  and  the  papers  they  have  pub- 
lilhed  within  thefe  two  months  lad  pad. 

And  yet,  my  Lord,  I  would  not  infinuate 
that  we  have  no  lit  objedts  for  fuch  a  cenfure; 
the  Sons  of  Liberty  have  not  been  without 
magidrates.  We  have  feen  judices  attending 
at  Liberty  Tree  ;  one  to  adminider  an  oath 
to  the  Stamp-Mader,  when  he  was  obliged 
to  fwear  that  he  would  not  execute  his  olhce; 
another  to  perform  the  function  of  toad- 
mader;  a  third,  but  lately,  to  confult  about 
fortifying  the  town ;  others  to  make  up  a 
proceffion  ot  45  carriages  and  92  perlons  on 
the  14th  of  Augud  lad.  All  thefe  are  in¬ 
cluded 
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eluded  in  two  lids  which  your  Lordfhip  has, 
that  of  the  five  feledtmen  who  ligned  the  cir¬ 
cular  letter  for  the  convention,  of  which  all 
but  the  firft  are  in  the  commiffion,  and  that 
of  the  eight  juftices  who  figned  the  refufal  to 
billet  the  foldiers.  Now  if  the  cenfure  of 
thefe  proceedings  fhould  produce  an  order  to 
me,  to  fuperfede  the  commifiions  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  it  would  be  a  trial  of  the  power 
of  the  Governor :  It  feems  at  prefent,  that 
the  Council  would  not  enable  me  to  execute 
inch  an  order. 

It  is  a  great  defedt  in  this  government,  that 
the  King  has  no  power  over  the  commifiions, 
which  are  granted  in  his  name  and  under  his 
feal.  He  can  by  order  in  Council  difallow  a 
law  which  has  pafied  by  the  Governor,  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives :  but  yet 
he  cannot  fuperfede  a  commiffion  which  has 
been  granted  by  the  Governor  and  Council. 
And  yet  the  Council  of  this  province  is  as 
much  out  of  the  controul  of  the  King  as 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  is.  Wherefore 
it  feems  as  reafonable  that  the  King  fliould  be 
allowed  to  corredt  the  miftakes  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Council,  as  of  the  Governor,  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  Houfe.  As  it  is,  when  the  Go¬ 
vernor  has  once  fet  the  King’s  feal  to  a 
commiffion,  it  is  for  ever  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  and  the  perfon  who  has  obtained 
it  may  thenceforth  defy  the  King,  oppofe  his 
laws,  and  infult  his  government,  and  be  in 
no  danger  of  lofing  his  commiffion.  It  is 

true. 
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true,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Coun¬ 
cil,  can  fuperfede  him ;  but  if  he  adts  in  a 
popular  caufe,  under  which  oppofition  to  go¬ 
vernment  finds  it  eafy  to  fhelter  ifelf,  the 
Council,  who  are  themfelves  the  creatures  of 
the  people,  will  never  join  with  the  Governor 
in  cenfut'ing  the  overflowings  oj  liberty.  It 
may  be  faid,  that  the  Governor  ffiould  take 
care  not  to  appoint  any  one  whofe  character 
is  not  well  known.  But  the  Governor  does 
not  perfonally  know  half  of  thofe  whom  he 
appoints  to  offices  :  it  is  not  therefore  in  his 
power  to  guard  againft  impofition,  let  him 
be  ever  fo  cautious.  Befides,  a  man’s  poli- 
tical  character  often  does  not  appear  till  he  is 
got  into  an  office,  and  thereby  held  forth  to 
the  publick  :  Hence  it  is  not  unufual  for  a 
oerfon,  who  has  diftinguiffied  himfelf  in  po¬ 
litical  matters,  to  get  himfelf  recommended 
to  the  Governor,  as  a  man  well  diJpofed  to 
government ;  and  as  foon  as  he  has  received 
his  commiffion,  to  declare  for  the  party  of  the 
Tons  of  liberty.  The  Governor  may  refent 
the  impofition  as  he  pleafes ;  but  cannot  un¬ 
do  what  he  has  done.  Thus  t lie  commiffions 
of  the  King,  like  his  cannon  upon  another 
occafion,  are  turned  againft  him. 

It  would  ferve  to  remedy  this  abufe,  and 
ftrengthen  government,  if  the  King  was  en¬ 
abled,  by  order  in  his  Privy  Council,  to  fu¬ 
perfede  commiffions  granted  in  his  name  and 
under  his  leal,  when  they  (hall  appear  to  be 
granted  to  improper  perfons,  or  made  ule  of 
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foi  improper  purpofes.  This  mu  ft  be  done 
by  act  of  parliament ;  and  I  don’t  fee  the  im~ 
Propriety  of  fuch  an  adt  ;  it  Teems  to  me  to 
be  a  proper  power  to  be  veiled  in  the  crown  ; 
especially  at  a  time  when  the  crown  wants  to 
be  lengthened  by  all  legal  means  in  this 
country.  And  it  Teems  that  it  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  to  be  done  by  a  general  aft  than  a  partial 
one ;  Tor  Tuch  a  power  may  be  wanted  in  the 
loyal  governments,  notwithflanding  the  con- 
troul  the  King  has  over  the  Councils.  For 
it  is  very  poffible,  conTidering  the  Tpirit 
which  now  prevails,  that  even  a  Royal  Coun¬ 
cil  may  Tupport  a  popular  magistrate  againlt 
the  intereft  oT  the  crown.  And  iTthe  Colo¬ 
nies  fliould  prevail  to  have  the  judges  com- 
millions  during  good  behaviour,  which  Tome 
oT  them  are  now  very  earned:  about,  it  might 
be  proper  that  the  King  in  Council  fhould°be 
impowered  to  judge  and  determine  upon  Tuch 
misbehaviour  as  would  void  the  commiffion. 

But  this  will  not  be  necefTary,  iT  the  gene¬ 
ral  inftrudtions  oT  granting  no  commilfions 
but  during  pleaTure  be  continued  and  ob- 
Terved  ;  nor  will  it  be  necefTary  that  Tuch  an 
adt  fliould  be  general ;  it  is  more  wanted  in 
this  government  than  in  all  the  others  toge¬ 
ther  :  and  even  here  the  debedt  would  be 
cured  by  a  Royal  Council. 

I  am,  with  great  reTpedt,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordfliip’s  molt  obedient,  and  molt  humble 
Tervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

The  Right  Honourable  1 
The  Earl  of  Hillfborouch.  Jj 

O 

January  27,  1769. 


{  27  ) 


I 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Bernard  to 
the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  dated  Bofon , 
November  30,  1768. 

y  1 

Bojlon ,  JVbv.  30,  1768. 

My  Lord, 

I  THINK  it  proper  to  inform  your  Lord- 
fliip  that  I  communicated  to  the  Council 
that  part  of  your  Lordships  letter,  No.  19, 
in  which  your  Lordfliip  fignifiedhis  Majefty’s 
gracious  reception  of  the  Petition  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  9  which  I  tranfmitted  in  July  laft,  and  ad¬ 
ded,  that  the  Petition  with  my  reafoning  in 
fupport  of  it  would  have  full  confideiatioru 
Upon  which  Mr.  Bowdoin,  who  has  all 
along  taken  the  lead  or  the  Council  in  their 
late  extraordinary  proceedings,  chaiged  nn 
with  having  mifreprefented  the  purpofe  of 
their  petition,  by  taking  advantage  of  an  ex- 
preffion  of  theirs,  “  drawing  a  revenue  from 
colonies/'  and  therefrom  iniinuating  that  their 
objedion  lay  not  fo  much  againft  the  railing 
money,  as  the  carrying  it  out  of  the  country 
and  not  expending  it  here.  And  to  jufthy 
this,  he  cpioted  a  tranlitory  conveifnion  he 
had  with  me  on  the  day  of  the  public  com¬ 
mencement  at  the  College  in  July  lait.  I 
told  him  that  if  the  converfatio n  had  made 
fuch  an  impreffion  upon  him,  it  was  a  p^y 

he  had  not  mentioned  it  before,  whilit  my 
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memory  could  interpofe  in  my  behalf.  Thar 
at  this  distance  or  time,  five  months,  I  could 
not  recoiled  every  trifling  convention  ;  for 
inch  I  was  allured  this  was  from  his  report  of 
it.  But  I  could  be  certain  whether  I  had  or 
had  not  mifreprefented  their  petition  by  in- 
1  pec  ting  my  own  books.  And  before  I  looked 
at  them  I  could  declare  that  I  had  not. 

My  letter  books  were  at  my  country  houfe 
where  I  generally  write  all  my  letters.  As 
foon  as  I  got  at  them,  I  had  the  letter  in 
quelhon  No.  n,  July  16,  copied:  and  as 
loon  as  I  returned  to  town,  I  read  that  part  of 
it  which  related  to  this  bufmefs  to  three  or 
four  of  the  Council ;  and  I  let  two  of  them, 
and  the  Secretary,  read  the  whole  letter  -  they 
were  greatly  furprifed  to  find  it  fo  very  clear  of 
:vtr.  Bowdoin’s  charge  j  at  the  next' Council 
P;oduced  tae  letter  and  read  the  whole  paf- 
referred  to:  from  whence  it  appeared 
ipat  in  mentioning  the  prayer  of  their  peti¬ 
tion,  I  ufed  their  own  words  without  ad¬ 
ding  a  Angle  word  of  my  own  and  alfo  that 
the  argument  I  ufed  in  behalf  of  the  prayer 
went  againft  taxation  in  general,  more  than 
the  difpofal  of  the  money :  This  appeared 
fatisfadtory  to  the  whole  Council  except  Mr. 
Bowdoin.  But  he  ftill  perfi fling  in  j uftifyin  v 
himfelf,  mentioned  fomething  more  of  the 
eonverfation  referred  to,  which  explained  the 
whole,  and  fliewed  that  what  I  faid  upon  that 
(j coo, lion  was  in  joke,  f  his  was  confirmed  by 

a coun- 


(  29  ) 

a  councellor,  who  recolleded  that  on  that 
day,  being  a  day  of  feflivity,  I  did  joke  with 
fome  of  them  upon  their  petition,  to  the  fame 
purpofe  as  Mr.  Bowdoin  quoted,  but  in  terms 
that  one  could  not  have  imagined  could  have 
been  taken  fenoufly,  and  really  were  quit- 
inoffenlive  to  every  one  elfe. 

This  is  a  very  trifling  matter  to  trouble  your 
Lordfhip  with :  but  it  has  already  been  the  fub- 
jedof  debates  in Council,andlibelsin  the  news 
papers.  It  would  have  alfo  produced  a  for¬ 
mal  remonftrance  to  your  Lordfhip,  which  I 
am  told  was  actually  prepared  by  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  made  the  charge,  if  it  had  not  been 
prevented  by  my  making  communications, 
which,  but  for  faving  trouble  to  your  Lord¬ 
fhip,  I  would  not  have  fubmitted  to.  But  it 
will  vent  itfelf  in  another  and  more  public 
way ;  of  which  I  fhall  be  able  to  give  your 
Lordfhip  an  account  in  a  few  days.  Your 
Lordfhip  may  depend  upon  it  that  my  in¬ 
formations  have  been  and  fhall  be  dictated  by 
the  fpirit  of  truth  and  candour  :  but  I  cannot 
make  fads  other  than  they  are,  nor  can  I  ex- 
cufe  myfelf  communicating  fuch  oblervations 
and  refledions  as  occur  to  me,  and  appear  to 
be  material  to  the  fubjedx 

I  am,  with  great  refped,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordfhip’s  moil  obedient,  and  moil  humble 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  HilHborough. 

January  27,  1769. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Bernard  to 
the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  dated  Bofton, 
December  1768. 

My  Lord,  Bojlon,  Dec .  5,  1768. 

TH  E  Council  have  been  for  a  week 
paft  pieparing  petitions  to  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  againft  the  American 
afts  of  revenue,  that  is,  as  I  underhand, 
againft  all  the  afts  impofing  port  duties. 
They  fignified  their  intention  to  me,  and  de~ 
fired  that  I  would  either  join  with  them  or  au- 
thorife  their  fitting  for  that  purpofe.  I  re¬ 
minded  them  that  I  had  refufed  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  this  bufinefs  in  July  laft,  and 
the  impropriety  of  this  meafure  was  much 
Wronger  now  than  then.  I  added,  that  if 
they  would  be  advifed  by  me,  they  would 
not  purfue  this  intention ;  which  could  do 
no  good,  and  might  turn  to  evil ;  that  if 
the  Parliament  was  difpofed  to  indulge 
the  Americans  in  another  repeal,  there  were 
petitions  enough  before  them  to  ground  it 
upon ;  and  their  petition  at  be  ft  would  be 
but  a  makeweight ;  on  the  other  hand  it 
might  contain  fomething  that  might  give  of¬ 
fence,  and  add  to  the  ill  humour  which  I 
feared  ‘dlrezdy  prevailed  againft  this  province. 
But  all  this  and  more  had  no  effedt :  the  mo¬ 
vers  Ox  this  bufinefs  called  the  Council  toge¬ 
ther 
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ther  feparately  from  the  Governor  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  according  to  the  new  me-r 
thod,  for  which  they  apologized  in  the  peti¬ 
tion.  After  feveraldays  meeting  the  petition 
was  fettled  and  approved  :  Upon  which  there 
was  a  difpute  how  it  fhould  be  figned,  whe¬ 
ther  by  every  one  as  private  perfons,  as  in  the 
addrefs  to  General  Gage,  or  by  the  Preudent 
in  the  name  of  the  body  ;  in  whicn  latter 
cafe  they  muft  be  undcrftood  to  aft  as  the 
legiflative  Council,  there  being  no  l'refident 
of  the  Privy  Council  but  the  Governor. 
How  ever  it  was  refolved  it  ill o ill d  be  figned  in 
the  latter  way.  As  loon  as  I  learned  it  was 
finifhed  I  fent  for  Mr.  Danforth  the  Frefident, 
and  defired  to  fee  it :  he  went  and  procured  it 
for  me.  I  found  it  was  figned  <£  in  tire  name 
and  by  the  order  of  a  majority  of  the  Council 
S.  Danforth.”  Mr.  Danforth  laid  he  was 
not  prefent  when  this  manner  of  figning  was 
refolved  upon ;  and  when  he  fat  his  name  to 
it,  he  did  not  fet  the  word  “  Frefident  ”  after 
his  name  :  this  was  a  poor  excule,  but  ferves 
to  ihow  how  little  Iree-agency  tiiere  is  in  a 
bufinefs  of  this  kind.  He  alio  added  that  it 
he  could  get  the  Council  to  meet  again,  he 
was  in  hopes  they  would  undo  this  bufinefs  : 
for  feveral  of  them  had  fignified  their  di  Ap¬ 
probation  of  it.  But  I  had  no  fuch  expec¬ 
tation  ;  for  the  Council  is  brought  under  iucii 
an  awe  of  their  confhtuents  by  tne  frequent 

removals  oi  the  friends  of  government,  tnat 

there 


(  3 2  ) 

''ncrc  is  very  little  exercife  for  private  judg¬ 
ment  in  popular  queftions. 

If  by  the  majority  of  the  Council,  in  whole 
name  the  Prefident  is  to  fign,  they  mean  a 
majority  of  the  whole  Board,  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  that  all  the  perfons  who  met  at  the 
Several  meetings  upon  this  occalion,  put  to¬ 
gether,  amount  to  the  number  twelve,  which 
is  the  majority  of  the  whole.  But  if  they 
mean  a  majority  of  thofe  prefent  when  the 
refolution  was  formed,  it  may  fall  very  Ihort 
of  the  majority  of  the  body  :  four  perfons  will 
make  a  majority  of  a  quorum  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  In  the  prefent  cafe  I  doubt  whether 
the  numoer  of  thofe  who  really  approved  of 
this  meafure  was  much  more  :  for  it  feemed 
to  be  rather  fubmitted  to  than  joined  in.  As 
for  the  petition  itfelf,  it  is  very  lengthy,  being 
fix  folio  pages,  but  has  nothing  new  in  it, 
nothing  1  believe,  but  what  is  to  be  found 
among  the  writings  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives.  It  differs  from  the  petition  to  the 
King  in  this  :  the  latter  carefully  avoids  all 
claim  cf  right  againft  the  Parliament ;  this  is 
not  fo  clear  of  it  :  it  has  indeed  no  politive 
afiertions  of  right,  but  feveral  intimations  of 
it  too  plain  to  be  unnoticed.  This  account  is 
taken  from  only  once  reading  it,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  not  be  free  from  millakes,  though  I 
believe  it  is  right  as  to  the  general  idea. 

I  am,  wirh  great  refpedt,  my  Lord,  your 
Lord  (hip's  moil  obedient,  and  moft  humble 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

P.  S.  Since 
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P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing  I  have 
got  a  lift  of  the  gentlemen  who  palled  upon 
the  petition,  Mr.  Danforth,  Royal,  Erving, 
Bowdoin,  Hubbard,  Tyler,  Pitts,  Dexter. 
ETpon  November  the  30  th  they  agreed  upon 
the  petition  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  to 
be  ligned  byjMr.  Danforth,  asPrelident.  Of 
thefe  eight  I  have  been  informed  of  two  who 
wanted  to  have  it  undone,  and  I  can  fix  upon 
another  who,  I  dare  fay,  acquiefced  rather 
than  concurred. 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough.  S 
January  27,  1769. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Gage  to  the 
Lari  of  Hilllborough,  dated  Bojlon,  Oc¬ 
tober  3  1,  1768. 

My  Lord, 

IN  my  laft  from  New- York,  I  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  acquaint  your  Lordlhip  of  my  in¬ 
tention  to  go  to  Bollon ;  I  arrived  here  on 
the  1 2th  inftant ;  and  though  Lieutenant  Co¬ 
lonel  Dalryrnple  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  previous  to  my  arrival  to  procure  quar¬ 
ters  for  the  two  regiments  from  Halifax,  I 
found  one  of  thofe  regiments  encamped,  and 
the  other  lodged  in  the  Market-Hall. 

1  immediately  made  application  in  perfon 
to  the  Governor  in  Council,  that  the  troops 
might  have  quarters  in  the  public  Louies,  as 

far 
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far  as  they  could  be  accommodated  therein# 
and  that  orders  might  be  given  for  that  pur- 
pole  to  the  inferior  magistrates  :  and  that  out- 
homes,  &c.  might  be  prepared  for  the  re¬ 
mainder;  to  which  I  begged  a  decifive  an- 
fv.'er,  that  I  might  fall  upon  meafures  to  put 
the  troops  under  cover,  as  tire  winter  ap¬ 
proached. 

I  foon  found  that  the  Council  had  put  a 
conftruCtion  upon  the  mutiny-ad:  for  North- 
America,  which  rendered  it  of  no  effed  for 
the  purpofes  of  marching  and  quartering  the 
troops,  viz.  “  That  whatever  place  in  a  pro- 
“  vince  the  King’s  troops  llroul d  be  ordered 
“  to,  they  could  not  be  quartered  in  that 
“  place  till  all  the  barracks  in  the  province, 
“  however  diftant  from  it,  were  hr  ft  filled 
“  with  troops ;”  from  thence  the  Council 
inferred,  that  no  quarters  could  be  had  in  the 
town,  till  the  barracks  in  Caftle-Idand  were 
fdled ;  and  further,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
quartering  did  not  come  properly  before 
them,  but  in  the  laft  inftance,  when  not  only 
the  barracks  in  queftion,  but  alfo  the  public 
houles  fhould  be  filled  with  troops,  which 
belonged  to  the  magiftrates  to  do,  ar.d  was 
an  affair  that  did  not  belong  to  them  :  It  was 
in  vain  to  let  forth  that  the  barracks  in  Caftle- 
Idand  would  be  occupied  by  the  troops  ex¬ 
pected  from  Ireland,  or  to  urge  the  ablurdity 
of  a  conftruCtion  of  the  A 61  of  Parliament, 
which  annihilated  the  act;  as  it  abfolutely 
impeded  the  march  of  the  troops  through 
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the  province,  as  well  as  the  King’s  right  to 
order  his  troops  to  any  town  or  village  where 
his  fervice  might  require  them  to  be  ordered 
to. 

The  next  ftep  to  be  taken  was  to  make  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  magiftrates,  to  quarter  the 
troops  in  the  public  houfes  ;  and  a  question 
arofe,  who  were  the  magiftrates  ?  The  ieledt- 
men  refufed  being  concerned,  and  declared 
they  were  not  magiftrates,  which  was  agreed 
to;  and  it  then  became  neceflary  to  appiy  to 
the  juftices  of  the  peace,  the  difficulty  then 
was,  to  find  any  of  the  juftices  who  would 
add  in  the  bufinefs  of  billetting,  and  forne  of 
them  were  to  be  tried,  who  gave  afturances 
of  their  readinefs  to  carry  on  the  King’s  fer¬ 
vice,  but  faid  it  was  hard  that  they  only 
fhould  be  pitched  upon  for  luch  an  under¬ 
taking,  and  to  become  the  objects  of  public 
odium,  when  there  were  fo  many  more  juftices 
in  the  town,  to  take  their  (hare  ot  it.  This 
produced  a  refolution  to  aftemble  all  the  juf¬ 
tices  of  the  town,  and  I  attended  Governor 
Bernard  to  their  meeting,  where  lie  required  it 
of  them  conjumftly,  and  of  each  feparately, 
to  billet  the  troops  in  the  public  hordes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  aft  of  Parliament :  they  defined 
time  to  confider  of  a  meafurc  which  they  laid 
mult  be  very  difagreeable  to  the  people,  and 
might  be  attended  with  bad  conlequencss. 
After  fome  days  confideration,  they  return  d 
for  anfwer,  that  the  aft  did  not  require  them 
to  quarter  troops,  or  words  to  that  eftedt. 
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I  relate  the  above  tranfadlions  to  yonrLord- 
<hip,  in  a  fummary  way,  leaving  it  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard  to  tranfmit  to  your  Lord  thin, 
the  particular  refolves  of  his  Council  at  their 
leveial  meetings  on  the  fubjedt  of  providing 
quai  ters,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  refolution  of 
the  jultices  upon  the  fame  fubjedt. 

I  here  was  no  difappointment  in  the  bad 
fuccGs  of  thefe  feveral  applications;  it  was 
known  befoie  hand  that  they  would  have  no 
eftedt ;  but  it  was  proper  to  try,  to  get  the 
laws  enforced.  Governor  Bernard  therefore 
agreed  in  the  neceffity  of  making  prepara¬ 
tions  to  put  the  troops  under  cover,  by  hiring 
of  empty  homes,  or  other  buildings  proper 
for  the  purpofe ;  and  that  a  particular  ac¬ 
count  fhould  be  kept  of  the  expence  incurred 
therein,  as  alfo  of  all  neceffaries  required  in 
quartering,  that  the  Governor  may  require  a 
reimburfement  of  the  fame  from  the  hr  ft  a  f- 
fembly  that  fliall  be  fummoned  to  meet.  But 
as  it  may  be  uncertain  where  the  expence  will 
fall  in  the  end,  I  have  endeavoured  to  have 
every  thing  prepared,  with  as  much  frugality 
as  poffible,  and  the  King’s  barrack  maker  is 
ordered  to  repair  here  from  Halifax,  with  all 
the  fpare  bedding  and  utenfils  in  thofe  fores, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  coals,  carried  thither 
by  the  troops  from  Louifbour?. 

The  Council,  after  fome  time,  gave  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard  a  power  over  the  barracks  at 
Caftle  Ifland,  as  well  as  over  a  public  build- 
the  town,  called  the  Manufadtory 
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Houfe.  The  barracks  are  faid  to  have  been 
built  to  hold  one  thoufand  men ;  but  I  find 
they  were  only  temporary  lodgments  for 
foldiers  during  the  laft  war,  before  they  em¬ 
barked,  and  the  fhort  time  they  ftaid  made  it 
immaterial  whether  they  were  crowded  or 
not.  I  find,  upon  examination,  they  will 
not  hold  above  one  regiment,  upon  the  pre- 
fent  eftablifhment,  and  that  byputting  twelve 
men  in  a  room  of  18  feet  fquare.  As  for  the 
Manufactory  Houfe,  there  are  people  in  it, 
who  have  been  fpirited  up  to  maintain  pof- 
feffion  ;  and  fome  mealures  were  taken,  tho’ 
without  effect,  to  remove  them,  which  occa- 
lioned  a  littte  difturbance  of  no  confequence ; 
and  only  ferved  to  fhow  a  moll  obftinate  fpi- 
rit  of  oppofition  to  every  meafure  of  govern¬ 
ment.  When  the  regiments  arrive  from  Ire¬ 
land,  one  of  them  will  be  quartered  in  the 
barracks  in  Caftle  Ifiand,  and  the  other  muff 
be  lodged  in  the  town,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  two  regiments  from  Halifax. 

Caftle  William  remains  garrifoned  by  the 
company  kept  up  by  the  province  ;  and  I  find 
there  is  a  provincial  military  eftablifhment 
fupported  there,  under  the  command  of  the 
Governor,  of  fome  ufc  and  emolument  to 
hirn  and  the  Lieutenant  Governor ;  upon 
that  account,  and  not  feeing  anyabfolute  ne- 
ceflity  for  it,  I  have  not  interfered  in  any 
matters  concerning  the  Fort,  or  infilled  on 
putting  a  garrifon  of  the  King’s  troops  into  it. 
But  if  the  King  fhould  incline  to  make  any 
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alteration  in  the  difpofition  of  his  forces  bv 
Rationing  one  or  two  regiments  in  this  pro! 
vince  for  the  time  to  come,  his  Majefty  may 
•think  it  right  to  put  Caftle  William  into  the 
1  oil  ffion  oi  his  own  troops ;  but  as  in  that 
cafe,  I  apprehend,  the  province  would  grant 
no  funds  to  maintain  it,  the  expence  thereof 
would  fall  upon  the  crown.  The  Fort  may 
be  made  to  contain  two  or  three  companies 
oi  loot,  and  a  detachment  of  the  royal  repa- 
ment  of  artillery;  but  as  for  the  barracks 
near  it,  fituated  on  a  fmall  iiland,  where  there 
is  not  room  for  troops  to  move,  and  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  the  town  of  Bofton,  they  will 
not  anfwer  any  defign  or  purpofe  of  ftation- 
F)  ti  oop.)  there  toi  the  fervice  of  the  town. 
And  if  any  number  of  troops  ihould  be  fixed 
in  this  province,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to 
propofe,  that  barracks  Ihould  be  built  for 
them  within  the  town,  on  a  vacant  fpot  called 
h  01  '-_i  hll,  an  advantageous  fituation,  whereon 
<i  foit  formeily  xLOod  ;  and  Governor  Bernard 
tehs  me  it  belongs  to  the  Crown.  A  new 
fort  may  hereafter  be  ere  died  there,  if  his 
Maj.fty  s  afiairs  fiiould  require  it.  Every  art 
and  evafion  has  been  tried  by  the  major  part  of 
the  people  oi  every  degree,  to  force  the  troops 
to  quit  the  town  for  want  of  quarters,  whilft 
tnofe  who  may  have  a  filed,  or  made  known 
their  fentiments,  m  favour  of  government, 
declared  they  durft  not  flay  in  the  town,  but 
mull  remove  with  their. families  and  effefils, 
if  the  troops  fiiould  leave  it.  When  the 
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houfes  were  ready  to  receive  the  troops,  the 
officers  were  threatened  with  the  claufe  of 
the  mutiny  aft  againft  officers,  who  prefume 
to  take  upon  themfelves  to  quarter  troops, 
£cc.  and  to  prevent  their  being  put  to  any 
trouble  on  that  account  by  perverting  the  aft 
in  that  particular,  as  had  been  done  in  fo 
many  others.  Governor  Bernard  gave  a  par¬ 
ticular  warrant  to  a  commiflary,  againft 
whom  no  aftion  could  lie,  to  quarter  the  fol- 
diers  in  the  houfes  fitted  up  for  their  reception. 
I  would  take  the  liberty,  my  Lord,  to  re- 
prefent,  that  the  claufe  in  queftion  is  by  no 
means  calculated  for  the  circumflances  of 
this  country,  where  every  man  ftudie$  law, 
and  interprets  the  laws  as  fuits  his  purpoles, 
and  where  the  mealures  of  government  are 
oppofed  by  every  evafion  and  chicane  that  can 
be  devifed.  An  officer  of  rank  and  longfer- 
vice  may  be  cafhiered  by  the  management  of 
two  juftices  of  the  peace,  the  bell  or  them  the 
keeper  of  a  paltry  tavern,  who  fhall  find  eva¬ 
sions  to  difobey  the  claufes  of  the  mutiny  aft, 
which  they  difiike,  and  to  prevent  the  fenle 
and  meaning  of  others  to  ferve  their  defigns 
againft  him,  and  unhappily  it  might  be  found 
in  fome  places,  that  thofe  who  fhould  reverie 
iniquitous  conviftions  of  juftices  of  the  peace, 
were  no  better  than  the  juftices  who  lhoukl 
have  granted  tire  certificates  of  conviftion.  I 
troubled  his  Majefty’s  Secretary  at  W ar  tome 
time  ago  with  fome  very  unwarrantable  pro¬ 
ceedings  againft  an  officer  on  account  of  the 
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claufe  in  queftion,  which  happened  to  the 
fouthward. 

a  kftci  oth ci  methods  had  been  tried  to  get 
the  troops  away,  I  received  an  addrefs  from 
a  number  of  gentlemen,  members  of  the 
Council,  in  which  they  aim  at  juftifying  the 
people  again  ft  many  milfeprefentations  of 
titcii  conduct,  blaming  the  commiffioners  of 
Lis  Majeny  s  cuftoms,  and  begging  the  troops 
may  be  withdrawn  from  the  town.  I  have 
the  honour  to  tranfmit  your  Lordfhip  the 
addrefs  and  anfwer  thereto. 

"1  hole  who  would  juftify  or  rather  palliate 
the  proceedings  of  the  people  here,  complain, 
that  they  have  been  grofly  mifreprefented, 
and  every  little  difturbance  that  has  hap¬ 
pened,  been  magnified  into  dangerous  riots  ; 
that  the  difturbance  in  March  was  trifling, 
that  of  the  i  oth  of  June  was  occafioned  folely 
by  the  imprudence  of  the  commiffioners : 
they  excule  the  refolves  made  at  the  town 
meetings,  by  attributing  them  only  to  the  ex¬ 
travagance  of  a  few  mad  people,  and  aver  that 
the  convention  was  called  with  no  other  in¬ 
tent  than  to  take  proper  meafures  to  prelerve 
the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  province. 

I  am  to  obferve  upon  the  above,  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  heft  information  I  have  been  able 
to  procure,  the  difturbance  in  March  was  tri¬ 
fling,  that  confidering  what  had  happened 
refpefting  feizures,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms  had  reafon  to  aft  as  they  did,  refpeft- 
ing  the  feizure  which  occafioned  the  riots  on 

the 
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the  ioth  of  June,  which  was  confiderable  ; 
and  though  I  do  not  find  that  they  were,  at 
that  time  perfonally  attacked,  yet  the  aftault 
upon  fome  of  their  officers,  and  the  threats 
daily  thrown  out  againft  themfelves,  was  cer¬ 
tainly  a  futficient  reafon  to  make  them  ap- 
prehenfive  of  danger  to  their  own  perfons. 
Whether  any  harm  would  have  actually  hap¬ 
pened  to  them,  had  they  remained  in  the 
town,  it  is  not  poffible  to  judge.  With, re - 
fpeft  to  the  refolves  procured  by  fome  mad 
people  at  the  town  meetings,  thofe  mad  peo¬ 
ple  have  governed  the  town  and  influenced 
the  province,  a  very  long  time;  and  after 
publishing  their  very  dangerous  refolves,  in 
the  town  meeting  of  September  Lift,  carried 
the  motion  for  convening  deputies  from  the 
feveral  towns  ;  and  the  deputies  convened 
accordingly.  I  (hall  only  obferve  on  this  that 
their  intentions  were  fufpicious,  and  that  I 
am  happy  the  troops  from  Halifax  arrived  at 
the  time  they  did. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  are  ft  ill 
in  Caftle- William,  and  upon  being  afked 
about  their  return  to  Bofton,  one  of  them 
find,  there  were  troops  now  to  fupport  them, 
but  defined  to  know  if  there  was  any,  or  what 
civil  officer,  who  would  undertake  to  afk  the 
afliftance  of  the  troops,  if  there  fhould  be 
occafion  for  it.  The  Governor  and  Lieute- 
nant  Governor  were  prefent,  but  neither 
could  be  anfwerable  that  any  civil  officer  would 
undertake  it. 
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Your  Lofdfhip  will  naturally  imagine  that 
fince  the  troops  are  here  to  fupport  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  government,  and  a  due  exertion  of 
the  laws,  that  the  powers  of  government  are 
reverted  into  the  hands,  where  the  conftitu- 
tion  has  placed  them,  and  that  the  civil  of¬ 
ficers  would  immediately  avail  themfelves  of 
fo  good  an  opportunity  to  reftore  affairs  to 
their  proper  order,  and  put  the  laws  in  exe¬ 
cution  againft  thole  who  fhould  dare  to  vio¬ 
late  them  :  this  is  not  yet  the  cafe,  and  it  is 
plainly  feen,  even  amongft  the  few  magiftrates 
of  whom  it  is  faid  that  they  have  a  real  with 
and  defire  to  fupport  government  and  do  then- 
duty,  that  there  is  a  fear  of  adting  contrary  to 
the  general  fentiments  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
and  a  defire  to  maintain  a  certain  degree  of 
popularity  amongft  them,  which  prevents 
them  from  being  particular  in  the  execution 
of  their  offices.  All  now  hoped  for  is,  that 
things  being  in  a  more  quiet  ftate  than  they 
were,  the  violent  temper  of  the  people  will 
abate  in  a  little  time,  and  their  minds  be 
more  compofed,  when  the  magiftrates  may 
do  their  duty  with  lefs  fear  of  becoming  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  people ;  the  town  has  been 
under  a  kind  of  democratical  defpotifm  for  a 
confiderable  time,  and  it  has  not  been  fafe  for 
people  to  adt  or  fpeak  contrary  to  the  fenti¬ 
ments  of  the  ruling  demagogues  ;  and  fur- 
prifing  as  it  may  appear,  thoi'e  fears  are  not 
yet  annihilated. 

If 
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If  it  is  alked,  why  the  Governor  does  not  turn 
all  the  juftices  of  peace  out  of  commiffion, 
and  put  others  in,  who  will  do  their  duty  ?  It  is 
anfwered,  that  the  Governor  can  neither  ap¬ 
point  new  juftices,  or  turn  them  out,  but  by 
confent  of  Council;  and  that  the  Council 
oppofes  every  thing  propofed  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  for  the  fervice  of  Government,  that  is 
unpopular. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  your  Lordfhip 
will  conclude,  that  there  is  no  Government  in 
Bofton,  there  is,  in  truth,  very  little  at  pre- 
fent,  and  the  conftitution  of  this  province 
leans  fo  much  to  the  fide  of  democracy,  that 
the  Governor  has  not  the  power  to  remedy 
the  diforders  which  happen  in  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft 
refpedt,  regard,  and  efteem,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordfhip’s  moll  obedient  and  mod  humble 
fervant, 

T  II  O.  GAGE. 


*#*  Of  the  many  letters  written  fincc  January  1768,  by 
^Governor  Bernard  to  the  Miniltry,  the  Council  have  re¬ 
ceived  copies  of  the  foregoing  Six  only.  Iris  other  letters 
are  faid  to  contain  high  charges  againft,  and  grofs  mifre- 
prefentations  of  his  Majefty’s  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  Tub*- 
je£ts,  the  people  of  this  province. 

from  the  juftice  of  adminiftration  It  is  expe&ed  the  Two 
Houfes  of  Affembly  will  receive  authenticated  copies  cf  the 
faid  letters,  and  of  all  papers  laid  before  Parliament,  or 
fent  to  the  Miniflry,  affecting  the  character  and  intereils  of 
the  province. 
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LETTERS  from  the  COUNCIL  of 
the  Province  of  Majfachufetts-Bay,  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  themfelves  and  the  Province, 
again  ft  the  calumnies  and  mifreprefen- 
tations  of  his  Excellency  Francis 

Bernard,  Efq;  Governor  of  the  faid 
Province. 


T?  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hilliborough. 

Province  of  Majfachufetts-Bay,  ? 

Bojtcn,  April  15,  1765.  $ 

My  Lord, 

^  |  L  L  Council  having  received  from  Mr. 

J_  Bollan  authenticated  copies  of  fix 
letters  from  Governor  Bernard  to  your  Lord- 
tn.p,  containing  many  unjuft  reflections  upon 
tnc  Council,  and  divers  mifreprelentations  of 
their  condudt,  and  alfo  manifefting  his  ear¬ 
ned;  with  and  endeavours  to  bring  about  an 
alteration  in  the  civil  government  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  We  are  obliged  in  juftice  to  ourfelves 
and  the  province,  to  addrefs  your  Lordfhip  on 
the  fubjedt-matter  of  thofe  letters,  and  pray 
your  candid  attention  to  what  we  have  now 
the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordfhip. 

•  •  In 
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In  the  fird  of  the  faid  letters,  dated  No¬ 
vember  i,  1768,  Governor  Bernard  informs 
your  Lordfhip  he  now  proceeds  to  conclude 
his  narrative  of  his  endeavours  to  get  quarters 
for  the  King’s  troops. 

The  preceding  part  of  this  narrative  we 
have  not  feen ;  but  it  there  be  in  it  the  fame 
want  of  candour,  as  is  dilcoverable  in  the 
concluding  part,  contained  in  the  faid  letter, 
it  is  necellary,  for  your  Lordfhip’s  right  in¬ 
formation,  to  give  you  our  narrative  on  the 
fame  fubjedt ;  which  we  fhall  do  as  fummarily 
as  may  be. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  the  Governor 
called  the  Council,  and  communicated  to 
them  a  part  of  your  Lordfhip’s  letter  of  the 
30th  of  July,  informing  them  of  two  regi¬ 
ments  being  ordered  to  Bollon,  from  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  alfo  communicated  a  letter  from 
General  Gage,  of  the  12th  of  September,  in¬ 
forming  of  two  other  regiments  being  or¬ 
dered  from  Halifax,  one  of  them  to  Caltle- 
William,  and  the  other  to  the  town  ;  both 
letters  required  that  quarters  be  prepared  for 
their  reception. 

The  Halifax  regiments  being  fir  ft  expected, 
the  Council  immediately  advifed,  that  the 
barracks  at  Caftle-William  fliould  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  regiment  ordered  there:  and 
with  regard  to  the  other,  as  it  was  an  af¬ 
fair  that  more  immediately  concerned  the 
town  of  Bollon,  they  thought  it  advifeable  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  confer  on  it  with  the 
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felectrncn ;  who,  on  the  conference,  very 
juftly  obleived,  that  by  ACf  of  Parliament  it 
was  made  unlawful  to  take  any  meafures  for 
quartering  troops  till  the  faid  barracks  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  province  were  full  :  and  they 
faid  they  could  do  nothing  in  the  affair.  This 
being  reported  to  the  Governor  in  Council, 
on  the  2 2d  he  propofed  to  the  Council  that  a 
houfe  in  the  town,  called  the  Manufactory- 
ffoufe,  Could  oe  fitted  up  for  the  reception 
of  the  troops  :  but  it  was  objeCled  that  the 
ACt  of  Parliament  had,  in  a  very  particular 
manner,  directed  the  procels  in  quartering  j 
and  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  that  direction, 

■ - ’The  Governor  however  flrongly  urged 

tnem  to  it,  and  vras  very  angry  becaufe  they 
declined  acting  contrary  to  ACt  of  Parliament. 
j  he  Council  defired  an  adjournment,  that 
they  might  give  him  a  written  anfwer  to  his 
prop  off!  i  which,  after  repeated  refufals,  he 
at  length  granted. —On  the  24th  they  waited 
on  the  Governor,  and  delivered  to  him  their 
anfwer.- — lie  propofed  an  alteration  in  it, 
which  they  were  then  for  confidering ;  but 
he  faid  they  might  do  it  on  Monday  morn  in  a 
ins  26th,  and,  without  the  formality  of  ano¬ 
ther  meeting  with  him,  deliver  the  anfwer  to 
the  fecretary. — It  was  done  accordingly,  and 
the  anfwer  delivered  at  that  time"  to  the 
deputy-fecretary,  the  fecretary  himfelf  not 
being  at  his  office.— Thefe  circumftances  are 
fo  minutely  mentioned,  becaufe  the  Governor 

took 
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took  great  offence  at  the  Council’s  ordering 
their  laid  anlwer  to  be  published  in  one  of  the 
news- papers  of  that  day  and  faid  he  Ihould 
reprefent  to  your  Lordihip  the  indignity  of¬ 
fered  him,  by  the  Council’s  publishing  their 
anfwer  before  it  was  prefented  to  him.  But 
your  Lordihip  will  perceive  from  the  fore¬ 
going  account,  which  contains  the  true  Late  of 
the  fad,  that  the  anfwer  was  prefented  to  the 
Governor  two  days  before  the  publishing  of 
it ;  and  that  the  circumstances  posterior  to  its 
being  prefented  were  quite  immaterial,  even 
in  the  estimation  of  the  Governor  himfelf. 

In  the  debate  on  the  fore-mentioned  pro- 
pofal  it  was  faid  by  one  gentleman,  that 
Caltle-William  being  part  of  the  town  of 
Bolton,  it  would  comport  with  the  requiiition 
for  quartering,  to  quarter  both  the  regiments 

at  the  Cattle,- - Though  this  was  cafually 

faid,  and  no  Sirefs  laid  upon  it,  and  was  not 
adopted  by  the  Council,  the  Governor,  not¬ 
withstanding,  represented  it  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  regiments,  as  the  reafon 
of  the  Council’s  not  agreeing  to  his  propofal : 
and  it  is  poffiible  he  may  have  made  the  fame 
reprefentation  to  your  Lordihip.  But  your 
Lordihip  will  pleafc  to  judge  of  the  reafons 
the  Council  proceeded  upon,  by  what  is  con¬ 
tained  in  their  anfwer  aforefaid,  and  by  no¬ 
thing  elfe  ;  which  anfwer,  it  appears  by  the 
printed  votes  of  the  Houle  ol  Commons, 
was,  with  other  papers,  laid  before  that  Houfe 
the  27th  of  November  l.alt ;  it  being  there 
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Minutes  of  Council,  the  26th  September 
2  7  dratted  from  the  Bofton  Gazette  ft  and 
was  incloied  in  Governor  Bernard’s  letter  to 

your  Lordthip  of  that  date,  as  may  be  feen  in  the 
\  otes  page  79  and  No.  54,  of  the  faid  papers. 
Thele  minutes  are  mentioned  as  extracted 
ftom  toe  B  oft  on  Gazette  :  by  which  it  feems 
the  Governor  reprefented  to  your  Lordthip 
t  tat  tne  anfwer  was  published  before  it  was 
prefented  to  him  :  and  it  being  faid  to  be  ex- 
1  racked  jrom  the  Bofton  Gazette,  which  the 
Governor  Miles  a  molt  infamous  paper,  feems 
intended  to  refled;  fome  infamy  on  the  anfwer. 
But  the  truth  is,  it  was  fir  ft  publifhed  in  the 
Maft'achufetts  Gazette,  (authorized  by  the 
Governor  and  Council)  and  from  thence 
taken  into  ail  the  other  Bofton  news-papers. 

On  the  29th  of  September  a  Council  was 
held  at  Caftle-William,  Captain  Smith,  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  of  the  Sea  Armament,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Dalrymple,  of  the  troops, 
being  defired  by  the  Governor  to  attend.—- 
The  Governor  informed  thofe  gentlemen  what 
had  been  the  refolutions  of  the  Council  with 
regard  to  quartering  the  faid  troops,  and  what 
he  was  pleafed  to  call  the  reafon  of  the  refo-  ' 
lutions,  viz.  That  the  Caftle  being  in  the 
town  of  Bofton,  the  Council  declined  provi¬ 
ding  quarters  for  the  troops,  before  the  bar¬ 
racks  at  the  Caftle  were  full. 

It  appears  above  that  the  Governor  had  no 
foundation  for  faying  the  proceeding  of  the 
Council  was  grounded  on  the  reafon  he  men¬ 
tioned  : 
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tioned  :  and  he  Jiad  not  the  candour  and 
juftice  to  inform  the  faid  Gentlemen  of  the 
written  anfwer  aforefaid,  containing  the  true 
reafon  of  the  proceeding,  and  of  which  the 
Council  informed  them. 

Colonel  Dalrymple  acquainted  the  Board 
that  his  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief 
were,  that  one  of  the  regiments  now  arrived 
ftiould  be  quartered  in  the  town  of  Bofton, 
and  that  he  could  not  confider  Caftle-lfland 
to  be  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  within  the  in¬ 
tention  of  his  orders  ;  that  he  could  not  him- 
felf  depart  from  the  laid  orders,  and  that  lie 
now  made  a  requifition  for  quarters  accord¬ 
ingly.  Whereupon  (after  the  faid  gentle¬ 
men  had  retired)  his  Excellency  defired  that 
the  Board  would  re-confider  the  propofal  he 
had  before  made  them,  of  fitting  up  the  Ma- 
nufactory-Houfe  as  barracks  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  Col.  Dalrymple’s  regiment,  which  is 
the  regiment  deftined  for  the  town,  in  cafe 
it  can  be  done  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown  ; 
and  in  cafe  they  fhould  adhere  to  their  former 
refolution,  that  they  would  affign  their  reafon s 
therefor. 

The  Governor  was  immediately  told  the 
act  of  Parliament  obliged  them  to  adhere  to 
their  former  refolutions.  Whereupon,  with 
fuch  as  fpoke  on  theoccafion,  he  entered  into 
an  angry  difpute,  and  began  to  take  minutes 
of  what  they  laid  in  anlwer  to  him,  in  order 
that  he  might  reprefent  it  to  Adminiftration 
at  home. 

This 
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This  was  objected  to  as  an  unfair  way  of 
proceeding,  and  he  was  told  if  he  wanted  a 
fuller  anfwer  than  what  had  already  been 
given,  he  fhould  have  it  in  writing,  if  he 
would  give  opportunity  for  it.  But  this  was 
refilled,  and  he  indited  on  our  immediate 
anfwer.  Accordingly  an  anfwer  was  agreed 
on,  and  given  to  him,  and  was  inclofed  in 
the  Governor’s  letter  to  your  Lordfhip,  dated 
Oober  i,  1768,  as  may  befeen  by  the  printed 
votes,  No.  56,  of  the  laid  papers. 

We  are  lorry  to  have  any  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  that  in  the  whole  of  this  affair  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Governor  was  arbitrary,  and  un¬ 
becoming  the  dignity  of  his  ftation. 

On  the  ^d  of  Oftober  Col.  Dalrymple  being- 
admitted  with  Capt.  Smith  before  the  Board, 
took  occafion  to  explain  the  intention  of  his 
requifition  by  letter,  viz.  That  as  the  Board 
could  not  think  themfelves  authorifed  to  pro¬ 
vide  barracks  in  the  town,  inafmuch  as  bar¬ 
racks  had  already  been  provided  by  the  Go¬ 
vernment  at  Caftle-William,  he  had  en¬ 
camped  fome  of  his  troops,  and  was  provi¬ 
ding  barracks  for  the  reft  in  the  town :  fo  that 
he  confidered  all  as  in  barracks,  and  demanded 
barrack  provifions,  agreeable  to  a dfc  of  Par¬ 
liament.  Whereupon  his  Excellency  moved 
to  the  Board  that  they  would  appoint  fome 
fuitable  perfon  to  make  fuch  provifion. 

The  Council  defired  tune  to  confider,  and 
give  an  anfwer  to  his  motion :  but  the  Go¬ 


vernor 
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vernor  refilled  it,  infilling  on  the  anfwer  im¬ 
mediately. 

However,  after  repeated  folicitations  and 
much  altercation,  the  Governor  adjourned 
the  Board  to  Wednefday  October  5,  when 
they  gave  him  an  anfwer ;  copy  whereof  (as 
appears  by  the  forementioned  printed  votes) 
was  inclofed  to  your  Lordlhip  in  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  letter  of  that  date. 

Part  of  the  faid  anfwer  runs  thus,  “  Ad- 
viled,  that  agreeable  to  his  Excellency’s  mo¬ 
tion,  one  or  more  perfon  or  perfons  be  autho¬ 
rized  and  appointed  to  furnilh  and  fupply  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  put  and  placed  in  the 
barracks,  with  fire,  candles,  &c.  as  particu¬ 
larly  mentioned  in  the  aft  ot  parliament : 
provided  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  to  be  autho¬ 
rized  and  appointed  will  take  the  rilk  oi  the 
province’s  paying  to  him  or  them  all  Inch 
lum  or  fums  of  money  lo  by  them  paid,  laid 
out,  or  expended  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid.” 

The  Governor  laid  that  this  provifo  de¬ 
feated  the  purpofe  of  the  advice,  and  was  in¬ 
tended  to  defeat  it,  as  every  one  mull  be 
well  allured,  that  no  perfon  would  undertake 
to  advance  money  at  Inch  a  rilk.  His  Ex¬ 
cellency  was  told,  that  without  Inch  a  pro¬ 
vifo  an  undertaker  would  have  an  equitable, 
if  not  a  lep-al  demand  on  the  Council,  to 

o 

make  good  all  damages,  in  cafe  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Court  fhould  refufe  to  repay  him  the 
money  advanced — That  it  would  be  unrea- 
fonable  to  expeft  the  Council  would  lubjeft 
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themfelves  to  fuch  a  demand ,  and  that  in 
caie  they  were  not  fubjeCted  by  law,  it  would 
be  deceiving  the  undertaker,  and  be  a  mani- 
red  aCt  of  injubice  not  to  inform  him  of  the 
nlk  :  for  a  ride  it  mud  be,  as  it  was  impof- 
iible  for  any  one  to  determine  what  the  gene¬ 
ral  court  would  do,  either  in  this  or  in  any 
otner  cafe  whatever.  Whereupon  the  Go¬ 
vernor  propofed,  in  a  manner  very  dictato¬ 
rial,  that  the  provifo  fhould  dand  thus, 
Fhat  fuch  perfon  diould  undertake  this 
budnefs,  upon  the  credit  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  the  province,  according  to  the  in¬ 
tent  and  meaning  of  the  faid  ad  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  not  upon  the  credit  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  pei  Ions  of  the  Governor  and  Council.” 
—But  this  propofed  alteration  not  taking 
off  the  rifk  from  the  undertaker  but  in  words, 
and  it  not  being  in  the  power  of  the  Council 
to  pledge  the  creuit  of  tie  General  Ademblys 
it  was  rejected.  It  was  very  unfortunate  to 
the  province,  and  to  his  Majedy’s  fervice  in 
general,  that  the  General  Court  could  not  be 
fitting  at  a  time  when  their  aid  was  fo  elfen- 
tially  neceifary. 

On  the  1 2th  of  October  a  full  Council  was 
advifed  to  be  called  on  the  26th,  in  order  to 
confider  divers  matters  of  importance,  which 
tire  Governor  faid  he  had  to  lay  before  the 
Council.  In  the  mean  time  General  Gage 
came  to  town  from  New  York,  viz.  on  Sa¬ 
turday  October  15  ;  and  on  Monday  the  17th 
the  Governor  called  a  Council,  and  intro¬ 
duced 
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chiced  the  General ;  and  here  begins  the  con¬ 
cluding  part  of  the  Governor’s  narrative  of  his 
endeavours  to  get  quarters  for  the  King’s 
troops,  as  appears  by  a  copy  of  his  letter  to 
your  Lordlhip,  date-d  November  i,  1768; 
•on  which  letter  we  beg  leave  to  make  a  few 
remarks. 

It  appears  by  the  faid  letter,  the  General 
•demanded  quarters  in  the  town  for  the  two 
regiments  then  here ;  and  that  he  fhould  re- 
ferve  the  barracks  at  the  Caftle  for  the  two 
Irifh  regiments  expeded,  or  fuch  part  of  them 
as  they  would  contain.  The  Council  repre- 
fented  to  the  Governor,  that  they  had  already 
given  their  fentiments  fully  on  this  fubjed, 
in  their  anfwer  delivered  to  him  on  the  24th 
of  September,  and  referred  him  to  that :  but 
this  being  not  fatisfa&ory,  they  defired  him 
to  poftpone  the  affair  to  the  26th  of  Odober, 
when  a  full  Council  was  expeded,  agreeable 
to  his  appointment.  This  was  refufcd. — 
Whereupon  the  Governor  proceeded,  as  he 
obferves,  in  a  courle  of  queftions,  which 
finally  ilfued  in  a  vote  of  fix  againft  five,  that 
the  Governor  be  de.ired  to  order  the  Manu- 
fadory-houle  to  be  cleared  of  its  prefent  in¬ 
habitants,  that  it  might  be  fitted  up  for  the 
.reception  of  fuch  part  ol  the  Irifh  regiments 
as  could  not  be  accommodated  at  the  Callle 
barracks.  On  this  affair  the  Governor  ob- 
ferves,  “  that  the  whole  was  a  fcene  of  per- 
verfion,  to  avoid  our  doing  anv  thing  to¬ 
wards  quartering  the  troops,  unworthy  1'uch  a 
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.  * 

body.”  We  deny  that  any  thing  was  done 
to  avoid  quartering  the  troops  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  every  thing  was  done  in  the  power  of 
the  Council,  coniiftent  with  their  idea  of  the 
a£t  of  parliament ;  and  coniiftent  wTith  what 
feemed  to  be  the  Governor’s  idea  of  it  on  the 
1 9th  of  September,  when  the  affair  of  quar¬ 
tering  was  moved  :  for  when  the  aft  was  pro¬ 
duced,  and  when  fome  of  the  Council  had 
exprelfed  their  opinion,  that,  according  to 
the  aft,  quarters  could  not  be  demanded  be¬ 
fore  the  barracks  a?  the  Caftle  were  full,  the 
Governor  afterwards,  in  the  courfe  of  the  de¬ 
bate  upon  it,  implicitly  acknowledged  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  that  opinion,  by  urging  it  as  the 
Council’s  duty,  in  the  cafe  they  were  coniider- 
ing,  to  pay  no  regard  to  the  aft  ;  which  in- 
junftion  of  his,  if  they  had  complied  with, 
he  might  have  juftly  charged  them  with  per- 
verfion  unworthy  fuch  a  body  *.  The  Go¬ 
vernor 

*  It  is  proper  to  mention  here  a  circumftance,  which  will 
fhew  the  duplicity  of  the  Governor  in  a  ftrong  light.  On 
the  faid  19th  of  September,  when  the  affair  of  quartering 
the  troops  was  fir  ft  moved,  he  urged  very  ftrongly  that 
provifion  fhould  be  made  by  the  Council  for  that  purpofe  ; 
but  it  being  faid  that  the  procefs  in  quartering  muff  be 
regulated  by  the  add  of  Parliament,  the  Governor  afteddcd 
to  appear  ignorant  of  there  being  fuch  an  adt,  and  after¬ 
wards  feemed  very  loth  it  fhouid  be  produced  *  It  was 
however  produced  and  confidered  ;  and  the  Council,  after 
appropriating  the  barracks  at  Caftle-William  for  quarter¬ 
ing  the  troops,  by  virtue  of  a  refolve  of  the  General  Court, 
thought  themfelves  obliged  to  adhere  to  the  adl  of  Parlia- 
ment,  as  the  rule  by  which  to  regulate  their  future  condudt 
in  that  matter*  But  the  Governor  at  that  time,  and  at 

the 
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vernor  having  charged  the  Council  with  per- 
verfion,  proceeds  immediately  to  charge  them 
with  lying.  He  lays,  “  That  in  the  courfe 
of  the  queftions  he  put  to  them,  they  denied 
that  they  knew  of  any  building  belonging  to 
the  province,  in  the  town  of  Bolton,  that 
was  proper  for  barracks ;  and  they  denied 
that  the  Manufadtory-houfe  was  fuch  a  build¬ 
ing.  This  was  fo  notorioufly  contrary  to 
truth,  he  fays,  that  fome  gentlemen  exprefled 

their  concern  that  it  iltould  lemain  upon  the 

minutes 


the  ne^t  following  Council,  zealoufly  urged  them  to  mca 

fares  contrary  to  the  faid  aft. - It  cannot  be  fuppofcil 

the  Governor  was  ignorant  ot  the  act.  His  duty  on  that 
occafion  in  particular,  required  him  to  be  acquainted  with 
it  ;  and  it  appears  l  y  his  letter  to  Lord  HiUfboiougn,  o* 
the  5th  of  November,  that  he  and  Lieut.  Goveinoi  Hut- 
chinfon  held  a  confultation  together  on  his  Lordihip  s 
letter  to  the  Governor,  giving  information  of  the  coming  ot 
the  troops,  and  requiring  quarters  to  be  provided  tor  them. 
At  fuch  a  confultation  on  the  very  affair  ot  providing  quai- 
ters,  it  feems  highly  improbable  that  the  a6t  ot  Pailiamcnt 
relative  to  quartering  fhould  not  occur  to,  and  be  comultcd 
bv  them  ;  efpecially  as  the  faid  act  had  been  printed  h  ic, 
and  inferted  in  the  province  law-book  ;  which  could  net 
be  clone  without  the  knowledge  and  dire&ion  ot  the  Go¬ 
vernor.  The  Governor’s  ignorance  of  the  act  mufi  there¬ 
fore  be  only  a  pretended  ignorance,  which  cannot  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  but  by  fuppofing  he  intended  to  over-reach 
the  Council,  and  precipitate  them  into  mcafurcs  which  he 
knew  the  a6t  of  Parliament  would  not  warrant.  Vv  ten 
he  failed  in  that,  and  found  the  Council  as  well  acquaints 
V/ith'the  a 61  as  himfelf,  he  then  endeavoured  to  bring  them 
to  a 61  knowingly  and  deliberately  contrary  to  the  faid  ad. 
— Such  duplicity,  fuch  a  difpofition  to  over-reaen,  can 
never  recommend  him  to  his  Majefty,  whole  ouieio  ity> 
candor,  and  princely  virtues,  it  wouM  have  been  nio 
honour  and  wifdom  to  have  endeavourc.l  to  imitate. 
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minutes ;  and  to  induce  him  to  confent  to  its 
>emg  expunged,  a  motion  was  made  and 
agreed  to,  relative  to  the  ManufacWhoufe 
whereupon  he  ordered  the  former  anfwers  to 

exhunged-  —It  was  to  very  little  purpofe 
to  make  this  bargain  with  the  Governor, 
wmen,  it  fee  ms,  was  done  to  fave  our  cha- 

,  ;  fs  he  has  bee»  the  means  of  fpread- 
ing  tne  knowledge  of  it  to  the  whole  Britifh 
.egmature,  and  with  that  knowledge  the  in- 

^•‘v 1i'}')1^'entatjon  tends  to  fix  upon  us. 

I  IS  true  tae  Council  denied,  and  dill  deny 

f‘aL  ivhlj':;luraftory-houfe  was  proper  to  he 
iceitecny  uicd  tor  barracks,  though  in  that 

exigency  tney  confented  it  ihould  be  im- 

proved  tor  that  purpofe.  It  is  capable  of 

ueinS  ,iiriP;'oved  in  that  manner,  and  fo  is 
any  other  houle ;  but  it  is  not  proper  that  it 
Cornu  be  fo  improved,  for  many  reafons 

y/iliCjl  u  would  be  impertinent  to  offer 
to  ^y our  Lordflnp.  The  concern  therefore 
ma  not  arife  from  our  anfwer  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  queflions  being  notorioufly  contrary 
to  tiutn,  but  from  tne  impropriety  of  the 
queflions,  and  the  difhonour  they  would  re- 
heft  on  the  queftioner,  if  entered  upon  the 
records.  We  fhould  not  have  troubled  your 
Lordflnp  with  any  obfervations  on  a  bufinefs 
fo  trifling  in  itfelf,  but  it  is  rendered  impor¬ 
tant  to  us  by  the  Governor’s  introducing  it 
to  traduce  our  moral  character. 

r<ie  next  tiling  to  be  done,  fays  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  was  to  clear  the  Manufadtory-Houfe  : 

the 
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the  preventing  of  which  was  a  great  object  of 
the  Sons  of  Liberty.”  But  of  this  matter  we 
ihall  take  no  farther  notice  than  as  it  concerns 
a  member  of  the  Council,  who  is  an  overfeer 
of  the  poor,  and  as  fuch,  with  the  other  ovcr- 
feers,  has  the  overlight  and  direction  of  tire 
workhoufe.  “  For  this  purpofe  (of  pre¬ 
venting  the  clearing  the  Man u fadtory -Houle) 
when  the  report  of  the  troops  coming  here 
was  firft  confirmed,  all  kinds  of  people,  fays 
the  Governor,  were  thruft  into  this  building  ; 
and  the  workhoufe  itfelf  was  opened  ;  and  the 
people  confined  there  were  permitted  to  go 
into  the  Manufadtory-I loufe.  This  was  ad¬ 
mitted  (continues  the  Governor)  to  be  true 
in  Council,  by  one  of  the  Board,  who  is  an 
overfeer  of  the  poor,  and  a  principal  therein.” 
This  reprefentation  is  wholly  without  foun¬ 
dation,  and  was  fo  far  from  being  admitted 
to  be  true  by  the  gentleman  referred  to,  viz. 
Mr.  Tyler,  that  he  told  the  Governor  when 
he  mentioned  it  in  Council,  there  was  no 
truth  in  it and  that  he  had  been  greatly  im- 
pofed  on  by  his  informers.  Therefore  the 
Governor  had  no  real'on  to  fay,  in  the  wind¬ 
ing  up  of  his  fiory  about  the  Manufa&ory- 
Houfe,  that  “  thus  this  building  belonging 
to  the  Government,  and  afllgned  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council  for  his  Majeffy’s  ufe,  is 
kept  filled  with  the  outcafi  of  the  workhoufe, 
and  the  feu m  of  the  town,  to  prevent  it’s  be¬ 
ing  ufed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  King’s 
troops.”  We  beg  leave  to  ivfer  vour  Lord- 

ilnp 
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fhip  to  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Tyler  and  the 
other  overfeers  on  this  fubjedt,  herewith  en- 
clofed . 

•  i  • 

The  Governor  next  proceeds  to  narrate  his 
negotiation  with  the  juftices  on  the  fubjedf 
of  billeting;  but  their  condudt  it  is  their  own 
bufinefs  tojuftify,  if  they  think  proper.  We 
fhall  only  obferve  on  this  part  of  his  letter, 
that  he  has  thrown  out  feveral  cenfures  upon 
the  Council  without  foundation,  on  fome  of 
which  we  ihall  prefently  remark. — The  Go¬ 
vernor  concludes  this  letter  by  faying  he  has 
already  Shewn  to  your  Lord  Ship  how  the  order 
of  Council  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for 
the  two  regiments  at  Bofton,  according  to 
adf  of  Parliament,  was  annulled  and  avoided 
in  the  origination  of  it :  and  that  the  Council 
have  refufed  to  make  fuch  an  order  for  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  troops  at  Bofton,  as  has  been 
made  by  them  for  the  troops  intended  to 
be  ftationed  at  Caftle- William.  We  have 
already  given  your  Lcrdfhip  an  account 
of  our  proceedings  in  this  matter,  by  which 
we  perfuade  ourfelves  it  will  appear  to 
your  Lordihip,  that  the  Council  have  done 
all  that  was  in  their  power  to  do,  without 
the  aid  of  the  General  AfTembly,  which, 
from  a  claufe  in  the  Governor’s  letter,  dated 
November  5,  it  appears  probable  he  was  at 
liberty  to  call.  Suppoiing  this  to  be  the  cafe, 
and  whether  it  was  fo  in  fadts,  is  well  known 
to  your  Lordfhip,  he  ought  rather  to  cenfure 
himfelf  than  the  Council,  for  negledting  this 

meafure 
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meafure  of  effecting  the  thing ;  which  rn oa¬ 
th  re  he  has  been  often  folicited  to  go  into. 

The  Governor’s  letter  of  the  rth  of  No¬ 
vember  is  wholly  taken  up  in  cenfuring  the 
condudt  of  the  Council,  with  regard  to  the 
commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms.— At  a  Ge¬ 
neral  Council,  held  the  26th  of  OCtober,  he 
fays,  he  “  put  a  very  embarraffing  queftion 
to  them,  viz;  Whether  the  commiffioners 
might  return  to  the  town  and  refume  their 
functions,  with  fafety  to  themfelves  and  their 
officers  ?  If  they  anfwered,  yea,  they  would 
be  chargeable  with  advifing  the  return  of 
the  Commiffioners  :  if  they  faid,  no,  they 
would  contradict  all  their  affertions,  that 
there  was  no  occafion  for  troops  to  fupport 
the  civil  power.” 

This  very  embarraffing  queftion,  my  Lord, 
had  no  embarraffment  in  it :  for  even  on  the 
fuppofition  that  what  the  Governor  in  one 
of  his  letters  has  faid  be  true,  that  the  Coun¬ 
cil  ate  always  for  humouring  the  people, 
they  were  however  no  way  apprehenftve  of 
being  charged  by  them  with  advifing  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  Commiffioners,  if  they  anfwered 
the  queftion  in  the  affirmative.  Nor  have 
we  any  reafon  to  think  the  Council  have 

been  fo  charged,  notwithftanding  they  did 
anfwer  fo. 


The  Council  did  not  apprehend  themfelves 
obliged  to  give  opinions  ;  and  their  anfwer  to 
fueh  a  queftion  could  be  nothin?  more  than 
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an  opinion,  which  the  Governor  implicitly 
acknowledges  they  were  not  held  to  give  ■,  | 
and  though  he  altered  the  form  of  the  quef-  ■ 
tion,  and  it  might  be  put,  as  he  fays,  viz.  j, 
“  Whether  they  would  advife  him  to  allure  i 
the  commiiTioners,  that  they  might  return  1 
with  fafety  ?”  The  anfwer  to  it,  which  was  ji 
given  in  the  affirmative,  amounts  only  to  j 
this,  that  he  himfelf  fhould  .give  his  opinion  j 
to  the  commiiTioners,  that  they  might  return  i 
with  fafety  :  for  his  alluring  them  that  they  \ 
might  return,  though  done  in  confequence  \ 
of  our  advice,  and  our  own  affurance  (if  it  i 
had  been  added  to  it)  would  Hill  be  only  a  l 
matter  of  opinion.  But  the  principal  reafon  I 
why  fo  much  time  was  fpent  in  this  affair,  • 
and  in  the  other  proceedings  at  that  Coun- 
cil,  the  Governor  might  have  found  in  him-  ■ 
felf — in  his  own  aufterity  and  incivility. 

The  Governor  has  found  great  fault  with 
the  conduct  of  the  Council  towards  the 
commiiTioners.  “  The  virulence  with  which  ■ 
they  have  been  treated,  feems,  he  fays,  to  be 
too  violent  to  be  the  effe£t  of  publick  zeal  I 
only,  without  the  interference  of  private  £ 
animofity.”  The  Council,  my  Lord,  even  1 
if  they  had  been  influenced  by  meer  motives 
of  refentment,  could  juftify  all  they  have  ei¬ 
ther  faid  or  done,  with  regard  to  the  com- 
miffioners,  who  in  divers  of  their  letters  to 
the  Governor,  which  he  laid  before  the  Coun-  * 
cil,  have  treated  the  Council  in  a  verv  un- 
becoming  manner ;  one  of  which  letters,  in 

the 
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the  time  of  it,  the  Council  would  have  ‘ani¬ 
madverted  on,  but  to  prevent  their  doing 
themfelves  jufticc,  the  Governor  withdrew 
it.  They  have  not,  however,  been  actuated 
by  refentment  or  private  animoftty,  but  by 
a  regard  for  the  town,  and  province  :  botn 
which  the  commiflioners,  whatever  they  may 
have  done  by  their  letters  and  memorials  to 
Adminiftration,  have  greatly  abufed  by  their 
retiring  (under  the  pretence  of  fafety)  on 
board  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Ihips,  and  attei- 
wards  to  the  Caftle :  intending  hereby  that 
their  memorials  fhould  have  the  ftronger  ef- 
feft.  But,  my  Lord,  their  retiring  was  vo¬ 
luntary— they  were  not  compelled  to  it— - 
they  had  never  been  attacked,  and  it  is  highly 
probable  never  would  have  been,  unlefs  they 
themfelves  had  firft  concerted  the  plan  of 
the  attack  and  that  they  had  concerted 
fuch  a  plan  feems  probable,  from  their  or¬ 
dering  the  feizure  of  the  (loop  Liberty,  on 
the  ioth  of  June,  with  fuch  circumftances 
of  violence,  and  at  fuch  a  time  of  day,  as 
indicated  a  defign  to  create  a  difturbance, 
which  accordingly  happened ;  and  which, 
though  trifling  in  companion  with  what  it 
has  been  reprefented,  they  improved  as  a 
plauflble  reafon,  on  which  to  juftify  their 
voluntary  flight.— If  this  has  been  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  commiflioners,  which  there  is 
too  much  reafon  to  believe,  is  it  wonderful, 
my  Lord,  the  Council  fhould  animadvert 
upon  it  ?  Or  that  they  fhould  endeavour  to 
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prevent;  the  evil  confequences  to  the  town 
and  provmce,  which  it  bad  a  tendency  to 

broiwhtTn  them*  and  which>  in  it  has 

t1,JhlS  ISt!ie  rea[OIV  Lord,  on  which 
proceedings  of  the  Council,  with  regard 

to  the  commiliioners,  are  grounded,  and  not 

any  pnvate  ammofity,  which  is  bafely  fug. 

gelted  by  Governor  Bernard.  1  5 

Thofe  proceedings  of  the  Council  which 
gave  offence  to  the  Governor,  were  on 

tt?7  '  2?th  °frJuly  la{i>  at  which 
tunes  the  behaviour  of  the  Governor  to  the 

Council  was  fo  extraordinary,  that  we  be°- 

your  Lordfhip’s  indulgence  to  give  fame  ac¬ 
count  of  it. 

,  r°n  27th  July  the  Governor  laid 
oefore  tne  Council,  with  an  injun&ion  of 

f  Ci  ecy,  a  paper  relative  to  the  riot  in  Bolton 
on  the  ioth  of  June,  to  the  proceedings  in 
confequence  of  it,  and  to  an  offer  of  troops 

jfom  Gene,'f1  GaSe  ••  in  which  paper  were 
a  very  imperfect  account  of  thofe  proceed- 

mgs,  and  fome  unjuft:  cenfures  upon  the 
Council.  r 

The  Council  thought  it  reafonahle  they 
mould  have  time  to  place  thofe  proceedings 
in  a  ti  ue  light ;  and,  by  fo  doing,  fhow  that 

they  were  unjuftly  cenfured.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  the  reafonablenefs  of  it,  he  refufed 
k  :  and  kept  them  the  whole  day  (faving  a 
fliort  interval  for  dinner)  treating  them  in  a 
B'Oii-  abuiiie  manner,  and  worrying  them 

for  ■ 
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for  all  immediate  anfwer.  But  as  he  could 
not  prevail,  he  adjourned  the  Council  to  the 
29th,  when  he  had  the  anfwer,  which,  by  the 
Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  appears 
the  Governor  has  communicated  to  your 
Lordfhip. 

With  regard  to  the  injundtion  of  fecrecy,  it 
was  objedted,  that  from  the  tenor  of  the  Coun  - 
cellor’s  oath,  and  from  the  nature  of  die  thin" 
the  Governor  had  no  right  (exclulive  of  the 
Council)  to  lay  any  fuch  injundtion;  and 
befides,  as  it  was  apprehended  by  people 
in  general,  that  the  calling  of  that  Council 
was  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  troops  into 
the  province,  it  could  anfwer  no  good  end  to 
keep  the  proceedings  (which  were  againft 
that  meafure)  fecret.  But  the  Governor, 
in  a  manner  inconfiftent  with  decency,  in¬ 
filled  on  the  injundtion,  and  the  affair  was 
kept  fecret,  to  the  great  and  unneccffary  un- 
f*  t li  c  community.  The  conduct  of 
the  Governor,  as  it  is  manifeft  there  was  a 
concerted  plan  between  him  and  the  com- 
miffioners  to  introduce  troops  here,  can  be 
accounted  for  no  other  way  than  this,  that  he 
apprehended  the  publishing  thole  proceedings 
might  poffibly  retard  or  prevent  the  fending 
of  the  troops,  which,  we  humbly  conceive,  it 
probably  might,  jf  thole  proceedings,  without 
the  Governor’s  comments,  could  have  reached 
your  Lordfhip  before  his  Majelty’s  orders  had 
jffued. 


The 
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The  fending  for  troops  has  long  been  a 
favourite  meafure  with  the  Governor,  who 
has,  however,  appeared  defirous  it  fliould  be 
thought  he  has  not  fent  for  troops,  and  has 
repeatedly  faid  fo :  but  if  he  has  taken  care  that 
the  meafures  of  others  fhould  be  effectual  for 
that  purpofe,  which  we  have  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  the  effect  is  ftill  the  fame ;  and  he  be¬ 
comes  chargeable  with  an  unmanly  difiimu- 
lation. 

The  Governor,  not  content  with  cenfuring 
the  Council  for  their  conduit  in  Council, 
fteps  beyond  his  line  to  beftow  his  cenfures 
upon  them  :  which  he  does  in  a  very  illiberal 
manner  for  their  addreffing  General  Gage. 

There  are  feveral  very  exceptionable  things 
previous  to  his  obfervations  on  the  addrefs  ; 
which  was  unanimous,  notwithftanding  the 
Governor  informs  your  Lordfhip  that  four  re¬ 
futed  to  fign  it :  for  thefe  lour  were  not  pre- 
fent  when  it  was  fettled  ;  and  three  of  them, 
who  lived  in  the  country,  and  whole  bufinefs 
called  them  home,  had  never  feen  it.  But 
with  your  Lordfhip’s  leave  we  will  pafs  over 
thofe  things  and  come  to  the  obfervations  : 
“  It  is  well  known  to  your  Lordfhip  (fays 
the  Governor)  that  this  kind  of  writing  is 
defigned  for  the  people,  and  this  is  notorious 
in  the  prelent  cafe.”  We  acknowledge,  mv 
Lord,  that  this  addrefs  was  defigned  for  the 
people — the  people  of  this  province  in  gene¬ 
ra],  and  of  the  town  of  Boffon  in  particular, 
who,  we  had  reafon  to  think,  had  been  groily 

vilified 
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vilified  and  abufed  by  certain  memorials  and 
reprefentations/fent  from  hence  to  Admini- 
ftration  at  home,  particularly  with  regard  to 
what  have  been  called  the  riots  in  Bofton, 
on  the  1 8  th  of  March,  and  10th  of  June, 

1 768  :  and  for  the  good  ot  this  people  it 
was  our  indifpenfable  duty  to  endeavour 
to  place  thofe  proceedings,  with  the  caufe 
of  them,  in  a  juft  light ;  and  in  this  way 
to  abate  the  refentment  Inch  memoiials 
and  reprefentations  had  a  tendency  to  ex¬ 
cite  again  ft  the  town  and  province  :  and  with 
this  view,  and  to  prevent  a  further  accefiiort 
of  troops,  the  addreis  to  the  Geneial  was  un¬ 
dertaken  and  determined  on  ;  and  with  no 
defwn  to  abufe  the  commiflioners  (who  are 
mentioned  but  incidentally)  notwithflanding 
Governor  Bernard  allures  your  Lordfhip  this 
was  our  principal  defign.  His  other  obfet- 
vations  therefore,  which  are  built  upon  this 
fuppofition,  are  “  like  the  bafelels  fabric  ot  a 
vifion;”  and  which,  that  we  may  avoid  retort¬ 
ing  his  unjuft  reflections,  and  efpecially  that 
we  may  not  give  your  Lordlhip  any  unnecel- 
fary  trouble,  we  fhall  take  no  farther  notice 
of.  Now  we  have  had  occalion  to  mention  the 
riot  of  the  10th  of  June,  we  cannot  retrain 
mentioning  one  circumftance  concerning  it, 
which  is,  "that  the  morning  after  it  happened 
being  Saturday,  the  Governor,  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  Council,  appointed  a  committee, 
of  fuch  Members  of  the  Board  as  were  quali¬ 
fied  to  ait  as  juftices  of  the  peace  in  the  county 

of 
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hrfaS1^  r°  make  enqUiry  lJ]to  the  P^ticu-; 
Jai  fads  as  foon  as  may  be,  aSfd  report  to  the 

Govern01'  m  Council,  that  fo  they  might  take 

proper  meafums  on  fo  interefffng  a&n  occa- 

hon;  and  the  Governor  defired  the  committee 

o  meet  him  on  Monday  morning,  in  order, 

i  i  mn,  to  proceed  on  the  enquiry  :  but  on 

aa  morning,  inftead  of  proceeding  on  the  en- 

quiry,  he  poftponed  it,  as  appears  by  the 

Council  minutes,  and  never  after  fefumed  it. 

1  his  feemed  ftrange  in  the  time  of  it;  but  the 

lea  on  appears  more  clearly  fince  our  feein0- the 

printed  Votes  of  theHoufe  of  Commons,  where- 

m,  among  the  papers  on  American  affairs, 

.  aid  before  that  Houfe,  there  are  mentioned 

depositions  relative  to  faid  riot,  enclofed  to 

your  Lordihip  in  Governor  Bernard’s  letter 

dated  June  14,  176  8,  and  mentioned  in  the 
laid  Votes. 

N  ow,  my  Lord,  is  it  any  way  uncharitable  to 
1  up  pole  the  Governor  poftponed  the  enquiry 
with  tne  faid  juftices,  in  order  that  there  might 
ne  no  contradiction  between  the  depositions- 
that  might  have  been  thus  jointly  taken,  and 
Inch  as  he  had  enclofed  to  vour  Lordlhin  ? 
Was  it  not  more  likely,  my  Lord,  that  a  true 
ffate  of  tne  facts  might  have  been  brought 
rortn,byfuch  ajoint  enquiry, than  by  a  leparate 
one  ?  On  the  one  hand,  it  might  be  faid,  the 
jultices,  without  the  Governor,  would  be  molt 
inquisitive  after  fads  and  circumftances,  that 
would  place  thedelinquentsin  the  moft  favour- 
able  light ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 

Go- 
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Governor  might  run  into  the  contrary  extreme, 

which  would  place  them  in  the  word  light ; 
and  if  this  Ihould  be  thought  probable  on  both 
hands,  from  both  of  them  conjundly,  the 
exadt  Hate  of  fads  might  have  been  expected. 

It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  regretted,  and  ai- 
gues  a  difpofition  and  defign  m  the :  Goveinox 
to  reprefent  things  in  the  word  light,  that 
he  poftponed,  and  never  after  refumed  the  en¬ 
quiry  :  and  the  reprefentations,  contained  in 
authenticated  copies  of  his  fix  letters  tr anl- 
mitted  to  us,  are  a  demonftration  of  inch  a 
difpofition,  andof  a  difpofition,  under  pretence 
of  magnifying  the  King’s  power,  to  make  his 

own  arbitrary  and  uncontrolable. 

In  the  Governor’s  letter  of  tne  12th  o 
November,  he  reports  to  your  Lordihip  how 
he  proceeded  in  admonilhmg  the  j unices  ; 
and  expreffes  his  difpleafure,  that  the  Coun¬ 
cil  would  not  aft  with  him  in  this  buhneh  ; 
nor  advife  to  any  method  of  enforcing  the 
order  contained  in  your  Lordthip’s  letter  ; 
and  that  he  could  make  nothing  of  tnem 
but  paffive  affociates.  The  Council  my  Lord, 
apprehended  it  highly  proper,  that  betore 
the  suffices  were  cenlured,  they  ihouid  ^ 
informed  of  the  chaigcs  ug<mht  tmm, 
heard  in  their  defence.  And  becauie  the 
Council  defired  to  be  cx^med 


_  a£ting  in  this 

bufinefs  before  fuch  information  and 


hear- 
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ins?,  they  are  thus  moft  groffly  abuled,  and 

mifreprefented  by  the  Governor,  he  m.i- 

nuates  that  the  Council  impeached  the  trum 
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and  juft.ce  of  your  Lordflftp’s  fetter  “  both 

foun  layS’  llC  obPerved  to  them  were 

founded  on  notorious  fails."  This  elide 

eXf,,’y-  Thy  -ight  doubt,  and  had  great 

Oftl-  “°“bt  the  fails  on  which  your 
-Loidfhip  s  letter  was  founded,  and  which 

were  reprefented  by  the  Governor,  wkhout 

r,l  gy°rr  Lr°r?lll,P's  '™h  ofiurtice. 
In  the  courie  of  the  two  loU-  ^  c 

With  the  Council  -  heTnV  COnferences 
hp  fox, c  *  r  ’  he  had  an  opportunity, 
he  ays,  to  obferve  upon  and  lament  the  fer- 

the  bufncfeg?f,t0  PCOp]e’  With  which 
the  bufinefs  of  tne  Council  was  now  done 

in  companion  with  what  ufed  to  be.” 

have" JhaptCVei  r]ltYa6ler  former  Councils  may 
^  ve  been  of  the  prelent  Council  humblv 

ft,  my  Lord,  that  fuch  an  unworthy  one  as 

lhouldd°tbS  n0tnbel°ng  t0  them>  but  if  it 
ouio,  they  will  not  add  to  the  indio-nitv  of 

it^iy  any  ad  of  fervility  to  his  Excellency7— 

rhe  Governor  would  prove  the  fervility  of 

the  Council  by  faying,  -  that  one  gen’tle- 

r,u11  !Sld’  he  did  not  enter  the  Council 
Chamber  with  that  free  mind  he  ufed  to 

Ivillir  tUr  ar  hi?  liked  to  be  concerned  in 
f  -  f  Du^lneis>  he  mull  be  content  to  hold 
ms  place  upon  fuch  terms  as  he  could.”  A 

Id'IwT  °V  !hC  C°Uncil  has  divers  times 

her  with  the  fame  pleafure  he  ufed  to,  and 

f.  r.ea  bn  he  aftigned  was  the  angry  difputes 
which  had  ftiblifted  for  feme"  dme  ^be- 
tvveen  the  Governor  and  the  Council :  he  has 
hhewife  faid  he  liked  to  be  concerned  i  t  pub¬ 
lic 
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lie  bulinefs  :  but  lie  abfolutely  denies  his  fay¬ 
ing,  and  there’s  no  one  of  the  Council  re¬ 
members  he  ever  faid,  that  he  muft  be  con¬ 
tent  to  hold  his  place  upon  fuch  terms  as  he 
could  ;  or  any  thing  tending  to  convey  fuch 
an  idea.  This  is  the  whole  matter  upon 
which  the  Governor  builds  the  infamous 
charadter  he  has  given  of  the  Council  to  your 
Lordfhip.  Thefe  anecdotes,  which  the  Go¬ 
vernor  calls  trifling,  are  really  lo  in  them- 
felves  ;  and  not  only  trifling,  but  (as  he  re- 
prefents  them)  untrue,  and  difeover  great 
malignity  towards  the  Council,  not  only  as  a 
body,  but  as  individuals.  Though  the  anec¬ 
dotes  are  trifling  in  themfelves,  they  are  not 
fo  with  regard  to  the  purpofe  he  intended 
they  fhould  anfwer  :  for  it  the  Council  be 
fuch  fervile  wretches  as  he  has  reprefented 
them  to  your  Lordfhip — if  they  would  be 
content  to  hold  their  places  upon  fuch  terms 
as  they  can — it  is  high  time,  my  Lord,  they 
lhould  be  removed :  and  if  a  feat  at  the 
Council  Board,  under  the  prefen  t  form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  can  be  held  by  no  other  tenure,  it 
is  become  quite  neceflary  (as  the  Governor 
obferves)  “  that  the  King  lhould  have  the 
Council  Chamber  in  his  own  hands.” 

The  Governor’s  next  letter  to  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  is  dated  November  14,  in  which  he  con- 
fulers  that  part  of  his  orders  which  relates  to 
the  reforming  the  Bench  of  jultices  :  in  which 
letter,  as  in  all  the  reft,  he  is  very  liberal  in 
his  abufes  of  the  Council — “  they  make,  lie 

K  2  fays. 
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lays,  the  humouring  of  the  people  their  chief 
objedt  the  majority  of  the  Council  has  avow¬ 
ed  (indiredly  at  leaf!)  the  fame  principles,  and 
now  appear  to  ad  in  concert  with  that  party 
from  whence  the  oppofition  to  Parliament 
originated.” — “  They  are  the  creatures  of 
the  people,  and  will  never  join  with  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  cenfuring  the  overflowings  of  li¬ 
berty,”  See.  But  we  lhall  pafs  them  as  un- 
deferving  further  notice. 

d  here  are  feveral  other  things  in  this  letter, 
worthy  of  remark,  which  we  beg  leave  here 
to  mention. 

“  It  is  a  great  defedl,  he  fays,  in  this  go¬ 
vernment,  that  the  King  has  no  power  over 
the  commiflions,  which  are  granted  in  his 
name  and  under  his  feal.” 

But  if  this  be  a  defect,  there's  a  fimilar 
deled  in  the  government  of  England,  with 
regard  to  fimilar  commiflions.  But  your 
Lordfhip  is  fenflble,  this  is  lb  far  from  being 
a  defed  with  refped  to  fome  commiflions, 
particularly  thofe  of  the  judges  in  England, 
that  the  King  having  no  power  over  them,  is 
efteemed  the  ftrongefl  fecurity  to  the  liberties 
and  property  of  the  fubjed.  The  removal 
of  the  pretended  defed  here,  would  put  all 
the  judges,  juftices,  and  other  civil  officers 
under  the  power  of  a  Governor,  whofe  power 
already,  if  a  good  Governor,  is  apprehended 
to  be  fufficiently  extenflve ;  and  if  an  arbi¬ 
trary  and  oppreffive  one,  much  too  extenflve. 

The 
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•  The  Governor  next  attempts  to  prove  that 
there  is  fuch  a  defeft  in  this  government : 
but  his  argument  is  cloudy  and  wholly  in- 
conclufive.  He  obferves  in  it,  “  the  Council 
of  this  province  is  as  much  out  of  the  con- 
troul  of  the  King,  as  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  is.”  But  this  is  a  very  great  mii- 
take,  as  his  Majefty’s  Governor  has  a  nega¬ 
tive  annually  upon  the  choice  of  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council ;  and  has  none  at  all  upon 
the  Reprefentatives.  It  is  alio  a  miftake  m 
him  to  fay,  that  when  the  Governor  has  once 
fet  the  King’s  feal  to  a  commiflion,  it  is  for 
ever  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Crown  ;  and  the 
perfon  who  has  obtained  it  may  thencefoith 
defy  the  King,  oppofe  his  laws,  and  infulthis 
government,  and  be  in  no  danger  of  loling  his 
commiflion :  for,  as  the  Governor  himfelf 
adds,  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  the 
Council  can  fuperfede  him.  But  “  if  ne  acis 
in  a  popular  caufe,  tne  Council,  who  aie 
themfelves  the  creatures  of  the  people,  will 
never  join  with  the  Governor  in  cenluring  tne 
overflowings  of  liberty.”  I  he  Council,  my 
Lord,  are  no  more  the  creatures  of  the  people 
than  of  the  Governor,  as  his  approbation  of 
the  election  is  neceilary  to  then  cxiflcnce  ; 
and  they  are  much  more  likely  to  be  under  the 
influence  of  a  Governor  than  of  the  people ; 
and  therefore  much  more  likely  to  join  with 
him  in  cenfuring  the  overflowings  of  liberty, 
than  the  contrary.  But,  my  Lord,  at  the 
word,  fuppoflng  fuch  a  magiflrate  fhould 

elcape 
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e  cape  cenfure  through  the  fault  of  the  Coun- 

th ’t  lilfj  !t  f  °f  bC  be“er  that  an  In  fiance  of 
th  !  p  fn°uld  now  ar>d  then  happen,  than 

W  a5G°7rnor  a„  ^ouknd  leagues  diftant 
m  m‘:  throne,  fhould  be  entrufted  with  a 
power  lo  exorbitant  and  uncontroulable,  as 
Governor  Bernard  is  endeavouring  to  acquire, 
but  which,  we  humbly  hope,  our  gracious 

oovei  eign  will  never  entruft  either  with  hint 
or  any  of  his  fucceiTors. 

This  exorbitant  power  Mr.  Bernard  is  for 
extending  to  all  die  Governors  in  his  Ma- 
jeiiy  s  colonies,  and  propofes,  or  rather  dic- 
tates,  that  it  fhould  be  done  by  a  general  aft 
of  I  arhament,  veiling  fuch  a  power  in  the 
Crown.  But  “  it  will  not  be  neceffary,  he 
lays,  tnat  luch  an  act  fhould  be  general  It 
is  more  wanted  in  this  Government  thin  in 
all  the  otner  together  :  and  even  here  the  de- 
. e  . wlH  be  cured  by  a  Royal  Council.”  This 
L*  thc  my  Lord,  that  will  content  him 
But  we  humbly  fruit  in  his  Majeftys  cr00d~’ " 
neis,  that  the  charter  of  the  province  with 
all  the  rights  and  privileges,  granted  by  £  £ 
this  people,  will  be  continued  to  them,  not- 
withflanding  the  machinations  of  Governor 

Beinaid,  and  ail  other  enemies  of  the  confti- 
tution. 

Tue  Governor’s  letter  of  the  30th  of  No- 
vember  being  wholly  relative  to  the  converfa- 
tion  between  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Bowdoin 
on  the  prayer  of  the  Council’s  petition  to  his 

Ma  jelly* 


(  73  ) 

Majefty,  Mr.  Bowdoin  will  have  the  honour 
of  writing  to  your  Lordihip  on  that  fubjedh 
The  Governor’s  letter  of  the  5th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  relative  to  the  Council’s  petitions  to  the 
two  Houles  of  Parliament,  is  principally  de¬ 
fined  to  frulfrate  them ;  to  give  your  Lord¬ 
ihip  a  wiong  idea  of  many  of  the  circum— 
ftances  attending  the  agreeing  on  them ;  and 
to  let  you  know  that  the  Council  is  brought 
undu  luch  awe  of  their  confli tuents,  by 
the  frequent  removal  of  the  friends  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  as  that  there  is  very  little  cxercile 
for  private  judgment  in  popular  queftions.— 
We  thought,  till  the  receipt  of  this  letter  of 
lis,  that  the  whole  of  our  condudt  in  this 
matter,  at  leaf!,  was  in  no  inftance  excepted 
to  by  him  :  but  we  have  found  ourfelves  mil- 
taken.  There  is  nothing  in  this  letter  very 
material,  and  therefore  without  takin  >■  fur- 
ther  notice  of  it,  we  beg  leave  to  give  your 
Lordfhip  fome  account  of  the  origination  of 
tnole  petitions.  Your  Lordihip  will  therefore 
pieafe  to  be  informed.  That  at  the  half  littin^ 
of  the  General  Court,  the  Council  thought  if 
neceilary  to  petition  his  Majefty  and "both 
fiouies  o;  Parliament,  on  the  lubjedb  of  the 
sdts  of  Parliament  for  railing  a  revenue  from 
'the.  colonies,  and  divers  times  confidered  it. 
As  it  was  apprehended  the  fellion  would  be 
a  long  one,  on  account  of  the  fettlemcnt  of 
ithe  valuation  of  eftates  through  the  province, 

le  ^oun<-^  dl(J  n°t  appoint  a  committee  to 
prepare  the  petitions,  before  the  Governor 

com  mu- 
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communicated,  on  the  24th  of  June,  the  latter 
part  of  your  Lordftlip’s  letter,  fignifying  his 
Majefty’s  pleafure,  relative  to  the  diffolution  of 
the  General  Court.  The  Committee  reported 
the  draft  of  the  petition  to  the  King  on  the 
29th,  when  it  feems  the  Governor  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  prorogue  the  Court. 

The  petition  had  been  read,  and  was  under 
confideration,  when  the  meffage  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  from  the  Houfe,  in  anfwer  to  the  re- 
quifition  for  refeinding  certain  refolves,  inter¬ 
rupted  the  proceeding  in  it :  but  after  re¬ 
ceiving  the  laid  meffage,  the  Governor  would 
not  fuffer  it  to  be  refumed,  though  earneftly 
requeued,  and  without  any  neceffity  imme¬ 
diately  prorogued  the  Court,  which  prevented 
the  Council  petitioning  in  their  legiilative  ca¬ 
pacity  :  in  which  capacity  the  Governor 
could  not  difpute  the  Council’s  right  to  peti¬ 
tion  independent  of  him.  They  thought  it 
very  unkind  and  very  unjuft,  that  he  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  compleat  their  petitions, 
which  might  have  been  done  the  next  day  ; 
and  they  cannot  account  for  that  very  hafty 
and  abrupt  prorogation,  but  by  fuppofing  it 
proceeded  from  an  intention  to  prevent  or 
fruftrate  the  faid  petitions,  and  to  ltop  a  rer 
monftrance  to  his  Majefty  againft  him,  which 
was  then  debating  in  the  Houic  of  Reprefen- 
tatives.  With  regard  to  the  faid  petitions, 
'immediately  after  the  prorogation,  it  was 
moved  in  Council  to  proceed  upon  them  ; 
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but  the  Governor  interpofed,  and  infilled  that 
the  Council  had  no  right  to  do  it  without  him. 
A  Committee,  after  much  altercation,  was 
finally,  with  his  confent,  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  petition  to  the  King  and  the  King  only, 
the  Governor  inditing  that  the  Committee 
fhould  not  be  authorized  to  prepare  petitions 
to  the  Lords  and  Commons  :  which  lhewed 
his  intention  to  prevent  the  petitions  to  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament :  and  in  regard  to 
the  petition  to  his  Majeily,  it  has  been  appre¬ 
hended  he  defigned  to  fruilrate  that. 

Th  is  lafi- mentioned  petition,  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  defire,  was  by  the  Governor,  in  whom 
they  then  thought  they  could  place  fome 
confidence,  tranfmitted  to  your  Lordihip, 
with  their  humble  requeft,  that  your  Lord¬ 
ihip  would  lay  it  betore  his  Majeily.  In 
the  prayer  of  it  a  word  is  ufed,  which  tiie 
Governor  is  apprehended  to  have  laid  hold 
on,  to  draw  a  l'enfe  very  different  from  what 
he  knew  the  Council  intended  ;  and  that  ac¬ 
cordingly  in  writing  to  your  Lordihip  he 
introduced  the  prayer  of  it  in  fuch  a  manner. 


as  to  make  it  feem  that  the  Council  intended 


to  petition  againft  the  revenue-money  being 
drawn,  or  lent  from  America,  rather  than 
for  the  repeal  of  the  revenue  adts.  But 
however  this  may  be,  (about  which  we  are 
not  yet  fatisficd,  notvvithftanding  the  Go¬ 
vernor  is  pleafed  to  fay  we  are)  it  occalioned 
our  petitions  to  the  two  Houfes  ot  Par¬ 
liament,  in  which,  that  we  might  not  be 
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mi  (apprehended  from  any  reafonings  of  the 
Governor  on  the  prayer  of  our  petition  to 
his  Majefty,  we  have  prayed  for  the  repeal  of 
thofe  adds  in  the  moll  explicit  manner. 

With  regard  to  the  Council’s  petition 
tranfmitted  to  your  Lordlhip  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  we  take  this  occafion  to  thank  your 
Lordfhip  for  laying  it  before  his  Majefty. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  having  given  your 
Lordlhip  a  general  account  of  the  Council’s 
proceedings,  in  which  they  have  added  (in 
a  manner  his  Majefty  expedts  they  ftiould 
act)  agreeable  to  their  oaths  and  confci- 
ences,  and  with  an  unremitting  regard  to 
his  fervice,  honor  and  government,  they 
humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs  their  deep  for- 
row  and  diftrefs  on  account  of  his  Majefty ’s 
difpleafure,  which  the  town  and  province'at 
prel'ent  experience. 

The  diftolution  of  the  General  Court — 
the  fhips  of  war  ftationed  here— troops  in 
pofleftion  of  the  town— the  precautions  ta¬ 
ken  to  prevent  any  intelligence  coming  hi¬ 
ther  of  the  embarking  of  the  troops  from 
Halifax,  and  the  circumftances  attending 
their  landing  here,  as  if  in  an  enemy’s  coun¬ 
try — all  indicate  the  frowns  and  difpleafure 
of  his  Majefty. 

We  do  not  yet  certainly  know  all  the  means 
by  which  this  has  happened  :  nor  do  we 
yet  certainly  know  all  our  accufers.  But  we 
apprehend  the  reprefentationsand  memorals, 
that  have  been  made  by  Governor  Bernard, 

the 
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the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms,  and  fome 
other  perfons,  concerning  the  diforders  and 
riotous  proceedings,  which  happened  in  the 
town  of  Bolton,  in  March  and  June  1768, 
have  brought  upon  them  that  misfortune. 
What  happened  in  March  was  of  no  confrde- 
ration,  and  it  mull  indicate  a  great  degree  of 
malevolence  to  reprefent  it  to  the  disad¬ 
vantage  of  the  town. 

What  happened  on  the  10th  of  June, 
though  highly  unwarrantable  and  unjultifia- 
ble,  was  attended  with  circumftances,  that 
make  it  probable  a  riot  was  planned,  and 
hoped  for,  by  fome  of  thofe  perfons,  who 
moll  exclaimed  againlt  it,  and  have  made  it 
the  fubjedt  of  thofe  memorials  and  reprefen- 
tations.  But  for  a  fuller  detail  of  thofe  dif¬ 
orders,  and  the  apprehendedoccaiion  of  them, 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordlhip  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Council  on  the  29th  of 
July  lalt,  and  to  their  addrefs  to  General 
Gage  of  the  27th  of  October,  both  which 
have  been  communicated  to  your  Lordlhip 
by  the  Governor,  and  which  we  humbly 
hope,  notwithfhmding  they  were  accompa¬ 
nied  with  his  animadverfions,  have  induced 
his  Majelty  to  look  upon  the  town  of  Bofton, 
in  a  more  favourable  lisjht  than  the  authors 
of  the  aforefaid  memorials  and  reprel'enta- 
tions  are  defirous  he  Ihould. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lord,  we  are  con- 
ftrained  to  fay  that  Governor  Bernard’s  great 
aim  (as  evidently  appears  by  his  letters)  is 
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ti.e  deftrudion  of  our  constitution,  derived 
to  us  by  charter,  and  as  Englishmen  ;  and 
t  at  in  his  letters  to  your  Lordfhip,  he  hath 
Stuck  at  nothing  to  eftedt  this  purpofe.  A 
constitution,  dearly  purchaled  by  our  ancef-  1 
tors,  and  dear  to  us,  and  which  we  perfuade 
ourfelves  will  be  continued  to  us  notwith¬ 
standing  the  reprefentations  in  his  letters  ;  the 
tiuth  of  which  depends  lolely  upon  his  own 
averment. 

The  molt  material  things  charg’d  upon  the 
Council  are,  their  not  doing  their  duty  with 
refpect  to  the  providing  quarters  for  the 
King  s  troops  ported  at  Bofton :  and  a  gene¬ 
ral  omiffion  of  duty,  arifing  from  their  fer-  j 
vihty  to  the  populace,  the  pleaSing  of  whom  | 
hath,  according  to  his  reprefentation,  been 
the  rule  of  their  condudl — both  withoutfoun- 
dation  or  even  colour  of  truth. 

With  regard  to  the  firft,  in  addition  to 
what  has  been  already  observed,  we  beg  leave 
further  to  remark,  that  Such  hath  been  the 
zeal  of  his  Majefty’s  Council  for  his  Ma-  : 
jerty’s  fervice,  that  they  have  always  done 
every  thing  within  their  power  to  promote 
it;  and  have  even  exceeded  the  authority 
given  them  by  the  aft  for  punifhing  mu-  j 
tiny  and  delerticn.  About  the  beginning  of 
the  late  war,  when  there  arrived  a  number  i 
of  his  Majefty’s  troops  in  the  harbour  of 
Bofton,  immediately  and  without  the  leaft  j 
hefitation,  the  barracks  at  Caftle  William 
(within  the  townfhip  of  Bofton  and  but 

three 
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three  miles  from  the  center  of  the  town) 
were  built  by  the  province  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  King’s  troops  ;  and  were  in  the 
judgment  of  Sir  Jeffery  Amherft,  when  here, 
the  belf  and  mold  commodious  of  any  in 
North  America.  Thefe  were  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Council  provided  with  necedaries  for 
thofe  troops,  and  furnifhed  with  every  thing 
that  by  add  of  parliament  was  required,  and 
even  beyond  its  demands ;  and  the  like  pro- 
vifion  has  been  made  divers  times  fince,  as 
troops  have  occafionally  arrived  here.  And 
now  again,  upon  the  news  that  his  Majefdy 
had  ordered  troops  hither,  the  Governor  and 
Council  diredted  the  Provincial  Commiffary 
Genera],  that  the  barracks  aforefaid  fhould 


be  put  into  proper  order  for  their  reception ; 
and  that  barrack  utenfils,  6cc.  fhould  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  the  utmofd  expedition,  which  was 
done  accordingly.  Thefe  are  fadts  that  no 
one  can  deny.  But  it  has  been  faid,  that  the 
Council  did  not  exert  themfelves  for  the  pro- 
vifion  of  the  troops  in  Bofton  ;  to  which  it 
is  anfwered,  that  if  they  did  every  thing 
that  by  the  acf  of  parliament  laft  made  they 
were  obliged  to,  or  might  do,  furely  they  did 
their  duty ;  and  are  not  to  be  blamed  :  this 
was  the  cafe ;  nor  did  they  omit  any  tiling 
within  their  department.  By  the  preamble 
of  the  adt  it  appears  plainly,  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  houfes  and  barracks  are  fir  ft  to  be  filled ; 
and  by  the  firlf  enadting  claufe,  tire  conftables, 
tythingmen,  6cc.  are  required  to  quarter  and 
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billet  the  foldiers,  and  in  their  abfence  or 
default  a  juftice  of  the  peace  is  to  do  it,  they 
and  no  others:  confequently  if  the  Council 
had  quartered  any  foldiers  at  any  place,  even 
in  inns  or  livery  ftables,  againfl  the  mind 
of  the  owner,  he  could  maintain  trefpafs  ; 
and  no  order  of  Governor  and  Council  could 
have  defeated  the  adtion.  But  in  cafe  there 
fhould  not  be  fufficient  room  tor  the  officers 
and  foldiers  in  fuch  barracks,  inns,  &c.  that 
in  fuch,  and  in  no  other  cafe,  and  upon  no 
other  account,  it  lhall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor  and  Council  to  order  quarters  ; 
from  whence  it  clearly  appears,  the  Council 
exceeded  their  authority  in  favour  of  his 
Majefty’s  troops,  rather  than  otherwife.  Is 
it  not  manifeft,  my  Lord,  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  had  no  right  to  meddle  in  the 
affair  of  quartering  aforefaid,  excepting  it  was 
tor  the  refidue  of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers 
for  whom  there  might  not  be  room  in  fuch 
barracks,  inns,  and  public  places  ;  then,  and 
in  that  cafe,  and  upon  that  account,  and  in 
no  other  cafe,  had  the  Governor  and  Coun¬ 
cil  any  right,  power,  or  authority  to  give  or¬ 
ders  touching  the  quartering  the  laid  refi¬ 
due  :  but  this  never  took  place,  none  were 
quartered  as  dire  died  by  laid  a  <51,  faving 
thole  at  the  barracks  at  Cable  William.  This 
is  the  true  conftrubtion  of  the  a<5t  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  is  a  penal  ftatute ;  and  every 
penal  ftatute  is  to  be  conftrued  ftridtly.  it 
never  was  in  the  intention  of  the  Council  to 
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evade  the  aft  in  the  lealt  meafure,  or  to  give 
it  fuch  a  conltruftion  as  would  render  it  of 
no  effeft  in  this  province,  notwithltanding 
what  the  Governor  hath  mod:  injurioufly  lug- 
gelted  to  the  contrary.  This  aft  refpefts  his 
Majeity’s  troops,  either  when  at  winter  quar¬ 
ters,  or  when  upon  their  march,  or  both  ;  it 
is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  when  they  made  this  aft,  had 
in  contemplation  that  there  would  be  a  great 
number  of  the  King’s  troops  font  to  the  plan¬ 
tations  to  keep  the  King’s  peace  there,  which 
the  troops  have  no  authority  to  do,  limply 
conlidered  as  theKing’s  troops,  but  onlyas  part 
cf  the  Poffe  Comitatus  under  the  direction 
of  the  civil  magistrate:  but  whether  this  was 
the  intention  of  parliament  or  not,  the  King 
has  a  right  to  fend  his  troops  where  he  in  his 
great  wifdom  lhall  think  bell ;  and  to  red  it 
the  King’s  troops  in  their  landing,  on  their 
march,  or  at  quarters,  is  rebellion  and  high 
treafon ;  and  it  would  be  very  unbecoming 
his  Majelty’s  council  not  to  give  them  all  that 
aliiltance  they  were  commanded  by  law  to 
give  them. 


The  fentiment  of  the  Council  is  this,  that 
when  the  troops  are  at  quarters  in  the  fame 
town  where  there  are  good  barracks  provided, 
thefe  mult  be  filled  hr  It.  But  the  Council 
never  were  lb  abiurd  as  to  conltrue  the  aft, 
that  when  the  King’s  troops  were  upon  the 
march  a  hundred  miles  from  fuch  barracks, 
no  provision  fhould  be  made  for  them  on  their 
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march  :  in  fuch  cafe,  my  Lord,  the  fame  pro- 
viiion  ought  to  be  and  would  be  made  for 
th  em  as  if  no  barracks  had  been  m  the  pro¬ 
vince. 

As  to  the  omiflion  of  duty,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  fuppreffing  riots,  mobs, 
diforders  or  the  like,  the  Council  can  with 
truth  fay,  it  is  not  in  the  Governor’s  power 
to  give  one  inftance,  wherein  they  have  not 
exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  to  fapprefs 
them.  In  proof  of  their  having  done  fo,  they 
can  appeal  to  their  anfwer  to  the  Governor, 
relative  to  a  libel  publiffied  againft  him ;  to 
the  proclamations  they  have  advifed  him  to 
iilue  ;  to  the  orders  they  have  given  the  At¬ 
torney-General  to  profecute  thofe  who  have 
been  rioters,  or  otherwife,  difturbers  of  the 
peace  ;  and  to  the  rewards  offered  to  induce 
perfons  to  bring  them  to  juftice.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  never  laid  any  thing  of  this  nature  be¬ 
fore  the  Council,  wherein  theywerenot  as  fond 
of  having  the  tranfgrefiors  brought  to  condign 
punifhment,  as  the  Governor  himfelf ;  and  of 
taking  every  legal  meafure  to  effect  it. 

Nor  do  we  know  an  inftance  of  any  magif- 
trate  being  complained  of  before  the  Governor 
and  Council,  but  the  Council  carried  their 
refentments  as  high  againft  him  as  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  fome  of  them  much  higher  : 
Why  then  fhould  the  tenure  of  fuch  officers 
commiffions  depend  on  the  will  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  !  which  is  what  he  greatly  defires ;  and 
which  will  be  the  cafe,  fhould  he  fucceed  in 
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his  defire.  Such  a  dependance  is  quite  con¬ 
trary  to  the  tenure  by  which  the  judges  in 
England,  before  the  accefiion  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  held  their  commiffions ;  and  much 
more  fo  now,  fince  their  commiflions  continue 
in  force  notwithftanding  the  demifc  of  the 
King.  If  there  has  been  no  instance  fince 
the  charter  of  a  difference  in  fentiment  be¬ 
tween  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  time,  relative  to  the  difplacing  or  iuper- 
ceding  any  civil  officer,  (and  we  don’t  know 
of  one)  what  foundation  can  there  be  for  the 
Governor’s  complaint,  and  the  reprefentations 
he  has  given,  but  what  arifes  more  from  an 
unjufi  and  ungrateful  prejudice  again  if  the  pro¬ 
vince,  than  a  real  regard  to  the  King’s  autho¬ 
rity  ?  How  he  could  write  to  your  Lordfliip, 
that  his  informations  to  you  were  founded  on 
the  ftricteft  truth  and  candour,  is  truly  fur- 
p riling ;  and  to  declare,  as  he  has  divers  times 
done,  that  he  never  wrote  to  the  prejudice  of 
this  country,  fhews  what  credit  his  letters  de- 
ferve.  If  the  Governor  knows  there  are  per- 
fons  in  the  magiflracy  that  have  adted  a  part 
unworthy  or  inconfiflent  with  their  office, 
was  he  not,  in  duty  to  his  Majefty,  bound  to 
exhibit  a  complaint  againft  luch  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  ?  and  when  he  fhould  oblervc  any  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  remove  Inch 
pel  Ions,  it  would  have  been  early  enough  lor 
the  Governor  to  reprefent  the  Council  in  the 
unkind  and  unjufi:  light  he  hath  done.  It 
hath  been  the  happinels  of  hisMajefty’sCoun- 
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cii,  frdm  the  grant  of  the  charter  till  lately,  to 
be  on  the  beft  terms  with  the  King’s  Repre¬ 
fen  tative.  There  have  indeed  been  frequent 
difputes  between  the  Governor  and  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  but  never  (that  we  know 
of)  between  the  Governor  and  the  Council, 
till  now.  That  it  is  fo  at  this  day,  is  our  un- 
•happinefs,  not  our  crime.  Never  was  there 
a  Council  that  have  borne  fo  much  from  a  Go¬ 
vernor,  as  the  prefent  Council  have  borne  from 
Governor  Bernard.  How  often  have  they 
been  threatened  by  him,  that  in  cafe  they 
Would  not  come  into  his  meafures,  he  would 
lay  their  conduct  before  the  miniffry  ?  How 
often  hath  he  demanded  anfwers  to  his  quef- 
tions  immediately,  purely  to  enfnare  them, 
without  allowing  them  time  to  confider  the 
fubjedt,  or  to  affign  the  reafons  of  their  an¬ 
fwers  ?  In  how  many  inftances  has  he  de¬ 
manded  the  advice  of  the  Council  on  their 
oaths,  relative  to  matters  of  no  public  con¬ 
cern,  and  altogether  foreign  to  the  true  in¬ 
tention  of  their  oaths  as  councellors,  and  on 
which  they  were  not  obliged  by  their  oath 
of  office  to  give  their  advice,  or  to  make  any 
anfwer  ?  H  ow  often  has  he,  upon  afking  ad¬ 
vice,  refufed  receiving  it,  becaufe  it  did  not 
fuit  him  ?  And  though  nothing  can  be  more 
abfurd  than  to  afk  advice,  and  tell  the  per- 
fons  of  whom  it  is  aiked,  that  it  muff  be  in 
this  or  the  other  manner,  (in  which  cafe  it  is 
the  advice  of  the  perfon  afking  advice,  and  not 
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the  advice  of  them  from  whom  it  is  afked) 
yet  this  has  been  very  much  his  practice. 

How  kind  and  juft  would  it  have  been  in 
Governor  Bernard,  to  let  the  Council  have 
previoufly  known  the  feveral  articles  of  his 
intended  complaint  againft  them,  and  of  his 
purpole  (as  far  as  in  him  lay)  to  bring  about 
the  moft  elfential  and  fundamental  alterations 
in  the  conftitution  of  this  government,  that 
they  might  have  had  opportunity  of  anfwer- 
ing  for  themfelves  and  their  country ;  and  not 
be  condemned  (as  he  intended  they  ihould 
be)  unheard  ;  especially  at  a  time  when  there 
was  no  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  to  defend  the 
province.  Had  he  been,  what  his  ftation  re¬ 
quired  him  to  be,  the  father  of  this  people, 
he  would  have  done  it ;  and  by  fo  doing  have 
had  the  applaufe  of  the  King  his  Royal 
Mafter,  who  delights  in  nothing  fo  much  as 
in  doing  juftice  himfelf,  and  feeing  all  in  au¬ 
thority  under  him,  imitating  his  Royal  ex¬ 
ample. 

It  is  plain,  my  Lord,  that  the  people  of  this 
province,  of  all  ranks,  orders  and  conditions, 
(with  but  few  exceptions)  have  loll  all  confi¬ 
dence  in  Governor  Bernard,  and  he  in  them  : 
Wherefore,  from  the  highefl.  fenfe  of  duty  to 
his  Majcfty,  (whole  honour  and  intereft  is 
very  near  our  hearts)  and  from  a  juft  regard 
to  this  province,  and  to  all  the  colonies  and 
provinces  on  this  continent,  we  moft  humbly 
fubmit  to  your  Lordfhip,  whether  Iris  Maje- 
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iiy’s  fervice  can  be  carried  on  with  advantage 
during  his  adminiftration. 

Wc  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  with  the  moft 
perfedl  regard,  my  Lord,  your  Lordihip’s 
moil  obedient,  and  moll  humble  fervants, 


Samuel  Danforth 
Ifaac  Roy  all 
‘John  E  rving 
William  Brattle 
James  Bowdoin 
"Thomas  Hubbard 


Harrifon  Gray 
James  RuJJell 
Roy  all  Tyler 
James  Pitts 
Samuel  Dexter , 


rioe  major  part  of  the  Council.  * 


*  Such  Members  of  the  Council  as  live  in  the  country, 
and  have  not  ilgned  this  letter,  were  too  remote  from  Bof- 
ton  to  attend  with  convenience  on  this  occafion  :  and 
the  veffel  which  carried  the  faid  letter,  being  to  fail  within 
a  few  days  after  the  copies  of  the  Governor’s  foregoing 
letters  were  received,  it  was  impoffible  for  fome  of  them 
to  attend. 

V 
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Mr.  Bowdoin  3  Le  iter  to  Lord  BhllJboroupJj, 

Bofton,  Jpril  51,  1769. 

My  Lord, 

npHE  occafion  of  my  addveffing  your 
Jl  Lordfhip,  proceeds  from  a  letter  of 
Governor  Bernard  to  your  Lordfhip,  dated 
the  30th  of  November  laft  :  a  copy  of  which, 
with  copies  of  other  letters  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  has  been  lent  to  the  Council  of  this 
province. 
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Of  this  letter,  my  Lord,  as  it  wholly  re¬ 
lates  to  a  converfation  between  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  myfclf,  and  to  what  happened  in 
confequence  of  it,  the  Council  have  taken 
no  farther  notice,  in  their  letter  to  your 
Lordfhip  of  this  date,  than  to  refer  to  what 
I  have  now  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  on 
the  fubjeff  of  that  converfation.  The  Coun¬ 
cil’s  petition  to  his  Majefty,  which  the  Go¬ 
vernor  enclofed  to  you  in  his  letter  of  the 
16th  of  July,  was  the  fubjecf  :  and  what 
palled  upon  it  I  beg  leave,  at  tire  defire  of 
the  Council,  to  inform  you.  But  to  make 
it  intelligible,  it  is  needful  to  quote  here 
part  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  viz.— 
“  And  if  it  Ihould  appear  to  your  Majefty, 
that  it  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  that  any  revenue  Ihould 
b e  drawn  from  the  colonies,  we  humbly  im¬ 
plore  your  Majefty ’s  gracious  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  parliament,  that  your  American  fub- 
je61s  may  be  relieved  from  the  operation  of 
the  feveral  acls  made  for  that  purpofe,  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  the  wifdom  of  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  parliament  may  feem  proper.” 

The  delign  of  the  Council,  my  Lord,  and  it 
appears  by  the  general  tenor  of  the  petition, 
and  by  the  above-cited  claule,  their  delign  was, 
to  implore  his  Majefty ’3  recommendation  to 
parliament,  that  his  American  fubjefits  might 
i>e  wholly  relieved  from  the  feveral  aefts^of 
parliament  made  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a 
revenue  from  them  ;  or  that  the  faid  acts 
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might  be  repealed. — That  this  defign  might 
be  more  effectually  anfwered,  the  Council, 
confiding  in  the  governor,  defired  him  to 
tranl'mit  to  your  Lordfhip  the  faid  Petition 
and  to  ufe  his  influence  that  the  prayer  of  it 
might  be  granted.  He  tranfmitted  it  ac¬ 
cordingly,  together  with  a  letter  to  you,  in 
which,  from  the  converfation  referred  to,  I 
was  induced  to  think  the  Governor  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  a  fenfe  to  the  above-cited 
claufe,  very  different  from  what  he  knew 
was  the  intention  of  the  Council ;  and  from 
the  fenfe,  which  the  words  themfelves,  taken 
ail  together,  in  common  conftrudtion  con¬ 
vey. 

From  the  word  drawn ,  in  the  faid  claufe, 
I  was  led  to  think,  he  had  drawn  this  con- 
ftruftion  of  it,  that  the  Council  acquiefcing 
in  the  faid  aft s  of  parliament  meant  nothing 
more  by  the  faid  claufe,  than  to  defire  that 
whatever  money  might  be  railed  in  the  co¬ 
lonies,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  afts,  might  not 
be  drawn  from,  or  fent  out  of  the  colonies  • 
but  that  the  whole  of  it  might  be  expended 
in  them.  “  You  meant,  faid  the  Governor 
(fpeaking  to  me  concerning  the  Council’s 
petition  at  the  College,  where  the  converfa¬ 
tion  was  had)  by  revenue  drawn  from  the 
colonies,  revenue  raifed  in  them.  But  how¬ 
ever,  faid  he,  I  have  taken  your  mean¬ 
ing  to  be,  that  you  defire  that  none  of 
the  revenue  money  may  be  fent  away  out  of 
America  :  and  accordingly  I  have  wrote  to 
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the  Secretary  of  State,  reprefenting  the  in¬ 
expediency  of  ordering  any  of  the  American 
revenue  to  be  fent  out  of  America  :  and  you 
may  depend  it  will  not  be  done  ;  for  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  fervice  in  America  will  require  more 
money  than  that  revenue  can  fupply.” — 
Thus  far,  my  Lord,  the  fubjecf  could  give 
me  no  occalion  to  fuppofe  (what  the  Gover¬ 
nor  appears  very  defirous  fhould  be  fuppo- 
fed)  that  what  he  faid  was  “  in  joke” — 
“  There  is  money  in  the  revenue  chell,  con¬ 
tinued  the  Governor,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
ordered  out  foon  ;  and  that  I  fhall  have  home 
of  it.” — Here  indeed  there  might  have  been 
room  for  fome  pleafantry  :  but  the  Gover¬ 
nor  appeared  to  mean  what  he  faid. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  the  fubltance  of  what 
palTed. — I  was  aftonilhed  at  his  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  pervert  the  intention  and  meaning  of 
the  petition  :  and  feveral  gentlemen  of  the 
Council,  to  whom  I  mentioned  this  conver- 
fation  on  the  fame  day,  were  no  lefs  alio- 
nilhed  at  it  too  :  and  it  was  thought,  if  he 
had  done  fo,  he  had  not  only  betrayed  the 
trull  repofed  in  him  by  the  Council,  and  by 
fo  doing  abufed  the  province,  but  at  the 
fame  time  had  endeavoured  to  impofe  upon 
your  Lordfhip  ;  and  through  your  Lordlhip, 
upon  his  Majelly. 

Soon  after  the  Commencement  July  20th, 
on  which  day  the  converfation  happened,  a 
number  of  the  Council  met  together  tocon- 
lider  about  petitioning  the  two  houfes  of 
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paihament :  principally  with  a  view  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  Council’s  petition  to  his  Maje¬ 
sty  being  mifunderftood  :  but  as  there  was 
time  enough  before  them,  they  poftponed  it, 
and  afterwards  in  November  proceeded  upon 
it,  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Bollan  two  petiti¬ 
ons  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  for  that 
purpofe. 

I  will  now  proceed,  with  the  leave  of  your 
Lordfhip,  to  take  notice  ot  the  Governor’s 
letter  :  in  which,  informing  your  Lordfhip 
of  the  converfation  with  him,  whereby  I 
“  juftified” .  what  he  is  pleafed  to  call  my 
“  charge  againft  him,”  he  fays  I  mentioned 
“  fomething  which  explained  "the  whole ;  and 
fhewed,  thatwhat  he  laid  upon  thatoccafion, 
was  entirely  in  joke.  And  this  was  confir¬ 
med  by  a  councellor.” 

What  the  Governor  did  fay,  my  Lord,  I 
have  reprefented  above :  to  the  truth  of 
which  I  lTia.ll  be  ready  to  teftify  whenever 
your  Lordfhip,  or  the  Governor  fhall  defire 
it.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  would  not  trou¬ 
ble  you  with  any  imnecefTary  obfervations, 
I  fhall  leave  it  to  your  Lordfhip  to  determine, 
whether  it  can  be  inferred  from  the  account 
above  given,  that  what  he  faid,  was  faid  “  in 
joke.” 

But  “  this  was  confirmed,  fays  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  by  a  councellor.” — What  palfed,  my 
Lord,  was  between  the  Governor  and  my- 
felf ;  and  could  not  be  heard  by  any  one 
elfe.  What  this  Gentleman  (the  councellor) 

faid 


(  91  ) 

Said  was,  that  the  Governor  talked  very  fa¬ 
cetiously,  or  joked  about  a  large  falary  he 
expedled  to  receive  out  of  the  American  re¬ 
venue.  But  even  this  was  on  a  different  part 
of  the  day,  and  at  that  gentleman’s  houfe, 
where  I  was  not  prefent :  and  no  way  rela¬ 
ted  to  the  Governor’s  converfation  with  me; 
nor  to  his  giving  to  your  Lordfhip  a  mean¬ 
ing  to  the  Council’s  petition  different  from 
their  own.  It  is  neceffary  then  he  Should 
produce  Some  further  evidence,  to  prove 
“  that  what  he  faid  to  me  (mentioned  above) 
was  intirely  in  joke.” 

The  Governor  fays,  his  letter  in  queftion, 
dated  July  16th,  he  had  copied:  and  that 
the  three  or  four  gentlemen  to  whom  he 
communicated  it,  “  were  greatly  furprized 
to  find  it  fo  clear  of  my  charge.” — This 
charge,  my  Lord,  whether  true  or  falfe,  was 
not  my  charge  :  it  was  the  Governor’s  againff 
himfelf ;  and  was  only  related  by  me,  as  I 
had  had  it  from  his  own  mouth.  I  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  believe  it,  or  call  in  queftion  his  ve¬ 
racity.  I  wifh  the  account  he  has  given  to 
your  Lordfhp,  relative  to  our  converfation, 
had  helped  me  out  of  this  difagreeable  di¬ 
lemma. 

The  Governor  inform#  your  Lordfhip  he 
produced  the  letter  at  Council,  and  read  the 
whole  paffage  referred  to  :  “  from  whence  it 
appeared,  he  fays,  that  in  mentioning  the 
prayer  of  their  petition,  he  ufed  their  own 
words,  without  adding  a  Single  word  of  his 
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own.  “  This  appeared  fatisfadlory  to  the 
whole  Council,  except  Mr.  Bowdoin.” 

The  Governor,  my  Lord,  read  a  paper, 
which  he  did  not  deliver  out  of  his  hand, 
and  which,  not  having  an  opportunity  of 
reading  it  myfelf,  I  might  mifapprehend.  But 
from  my  remembrance  of  it,  if  the  words  of 
the  pi ayei  weie  uied  in  it,  they  were  intro¬ 
duced  with  fo  much  addrefs,  as  to  give  me 
a  very  different  idea,,  from  that  which  the 
fame  woids,  as  mtioduced  and  uled  in  the 
piajCi  itftif,  do  convey.  It  was  not  there¬ 
fore  (as  the  Governor  juftly  obferves)  fatis¬ 
fadlory  to  me  :  nor  was  it  fatisfadlory  to  the 
whole  Council  befide,  notwithflanding  he  is 
pleafed  to  declare  fo. 

►  Theie  is  one  paflage  more,  I  beg  leave  to 
remark,  on.  The  Governor  informs  your 
Lordfhip,  that  I  “  have  all  along  taken  the 
lead  of  the  Council  in  their  late  extraordi¬ 
nary  proceedings.”  The  Council,  my  Lord, 
fee  and  aft  for  themfelves  :  they  have  no 
leader — no  guide  but  law,  reafon  and  the 
conflitution.  As  they  acknowledge  no  lead¬ 
er,  fo  neither  have  they  any  fondnefs  for  a 
dictator  :  in  which  charadler,  my  Lord,  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard  for  fome  time  pa  ft  has  been 
endeavouring  to  eflablifh  himfelf. 

As  the  Governor  has  unjuflly  reprefented 
me  as  the  leader  of  the  Council,  I  beg  leave 
to  allure  your  Lordfhip,  it  is  a  charadler  that 
does  not  belong  to  me  :  and  I  take  this  oc- 
cafion  wholly  to  difclaim  it. 


In 
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I  n  refpect  to  the  late  extraordinary  pro¬ 
ceedings,  (as  the  Governor  is  pleated  to  call 
them)  the  Council  have  wrote  to  your  Lord¬ 
ship  a  full  account  concerning  them.  In 
thofe  and  all  their  other  proceedings,  they 
have  been  adfuated  by  the  principles  ot  duty 
and  loyalty  to  his  Majefdy,  and  by  a  regard 
to  his  honor,  and  the  welfare  of  his  faithful 
fubjects  of  this  province.  And  I  humbly 
hope,  my  Lord,  that  not  only  in  thofe  pro¬ 
ceedings  (fo  far  as  I  have  had  any  fhare  in 
them)  but  in  the  whole  of  my  condudf,  I 
have  been,  at  lead  in  fome  meafure,  under 
the  influence  of  the  fame  principles. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  mold 
perfect  regard,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfhip’s 
moll  obedient,  and  mod  humble  fervant, 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 

-  To  the  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough.  j 


In  COUNCIL,  June  8,  1769.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  Court  fitting. 

ON  a  motion  made  by  the  honourable 
John  Hill,  Efq;  and  feconded  by  di¬ 
vers  members  of  the  Boards  that  as  he  had 
been  acquainted  a  letter  had  been  written  by 
the  major  part  of  the  members  of  the  laid 
year’s  Council  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
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Earl  of  HtUJhorough ,  occalioned  by  their  ha-, 
ving  received  authenticated  copies  of  fix  let-; 
teis  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Bernard,  he 
nno'/ed  that  the  faid  letters  might  be  laid  be-r 
foie  the  Board.  The  letters  were  laid  before 
the  Board  accordingly,  and  the  following 
vote  paffed,  viz.  ** 

^  J  'HERE  having  been  laid  before  the 
Board  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nouiable  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough  from  the 
major  part  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
of  the  laft  year,  bearing  date  the  1 5th  April 
laft,  which  was  written  to  his  Lordlhip,  with 
a  view  to  remove  any  impreffions  to  the  dis¬ 
advantage  of  this  province,  and  of  the  Coun¬ 
oil  in  particular ;  which  the  fix  letters  of  his 
Excellency  Governor  Bernard  to  his  Lordlhip 
(authenticated  copies  of  which  have  been 
lately  tranfmitted  hither)  might  have  occa¬ 
lioned;  and  the  fame  having  been  read, 
Rejohe d  unanimoujly ,  That  the  Board  do 
approve  of  the  meafures  taken  by  the  faid 
maj'or  part  of  the  members  of  the  laft  year’? 
Council  to  vindicate  the  condud  of  the 
Council,  and  fave  the  conftitution  of  the 
province.— -And  as  it  may  be  necelfary  that 
fome  further  obfervations  be  made  on  the 
faid  letters  of  Governor  Bernard, 

Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Lincoln ,  Nathaniel 
Spurhawk,  Harrifon  Gray ,  Royal!  Tyler,  and 
Samuel  Dexter ,  Efqrs;  be  a  committee  to  pre¬ 
pare 
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pare  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  his  Lordlhip  ac^ 
cordingly,  and  report  the  fame  as  foon  as 
jnay  be. 


John  Cotton,  D.  Sec. 


In  COUNCIL,  'June  12,  1769. 
HE  committee  appointed  the  8th  in- 


Idant  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  letter  to 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  .Hillibo- 
rough,  on  the  fubjeft  of  fix  letters  from  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard  to  his  Lordlhip,  reported  the 
following  draft,  which  being  read, 

Refohed  unanimoujly,  That  the  fame  be  and 
hereby  is  accepted  ;  and  that  Samuel  Dan¬ 
fort  h,  Efq;  fign  the  fame,  as  prelident,  on 
behalf  of  the  Board,  and  tranl'mit  it  to  his 
Lordlhip  accordingly. 


A.  Oliver,  Sec. 


To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hilljborough . 
Province  of  Massachussets-Bay. 


My  Lord,  Bof  on,  June  12,1 769. 


TV/T  R.  Danforth,  the  prefident  of  the  Coun- 
cil  for  the  laid  and  the  prefent  year, 
having  communicated  to  this  Board,  a  copy 
of  a  letter,  dated  April  15th,  1769,  fen t  to 
your  Lordlhip,  fubfcribed  by  eleven  gentle¬ 
men,  being  the  major  part  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  for  the  laid  year,  in  anfwer  to 
fix  letters  wrote  to  your  Lordlhip  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard,  dated  November  the  ild,  5th, 


1 2  th, 
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1 2th,  14th,  30th,  and  December  the  5th, 
1768;  They  have  unanimoufly  refolved,  that 
they  approve  or  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
major  part  of  the  members  of  the  laft  year’s 
Council,  &c.  copy  of  which  refolves  we  have 
the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your  Lordfhip. — As 
the  Gentlemen  who  wrote  that  letter,  have 
been  fo  full  and  explicit  in  defending  them- 
felves  and  the  province  againii  the  Governor’s 
groundlefs  and  injurious  charges,  we  have  the 
lefs  reafon  to  enlarge  upon  fuch  a  difagreeable 
fubjedt.  However,  my  Lord,  if  it  appears 
to  us  that  there  is  any  charge  againii  the 
Council,  in  either  of  the  afore- mentioned  let¬ 


ters,  to  which  there  has  either  been  no  an- 
i'wer,  or  if  mentioned,  not  fo  fully  dilated 
upon  as  the  nature  of  the  offence  with  which 
the  Board  were  charged  does  require ;  your 
Lordfhip  will  indulge  us  the  freedom  further 
to  addrefs  you. 

Permit  us  then,  my  Lord,  with  due  defer¬ 
ence  to  your  Lordihip’s  high  rank  and  fiation, 
to  animadvert  with  freedom  upon  fome  part 
of  the  Governor’s  afore-mentioned  letters. 

The  Governor  fays  in  one  of  his  letters, 
“  The  Council  is  under  awe  of  their  confti- 
tuents,  by  the  frequent  removal  of  the  friends 
of  Government,'’  &c.  Afperfions  of  the  like 
nature  are  feveral  times  caff  upon  the  Coun¬ 
cil  in  fome  of  his  letters  ;  which,  for  the  fake 
of  avoiding  prolixity,  we  fhall  not  repeat. 

My  Lord,  if  our  fondnefs  for  a  feat  at  the 
float'd  could  poflibly  influence  us  to  vote  and 

advife 
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advife  contrary  to  the  real  fentiments  of  our 
hearts,  the  Governor’s  wanton  exercife  of 
power  in  his  frequent  negatives  put  upon 
councellors  of  the  bell  abilities,  either  becaufe 
they  differed  from  him  in  their  political  fen¬ 
timents  in  fome  inflances,  or  from  refen t- 
ment  to  the  Houle  of  Reprefentatives,  for 
dropping  fome  of  his  friends,  would  have  a 
much  greater  influence  upon  us  to  fall  in  with 
his  mealures,  than  any  rifque  we  run  from 
the.  honourable  Houfe  in  what  he  calls  j'up- 
porting  government :  It  being  more  in  the 
power  of  a  Governor  to  remove  a  councellor, 
than  it  is  in  the  Houfe  :  confequently  if  we 
had  any  great  fondnefs  for  a  feat  at  the  Board, 
we  fhould  act  inconfiftently  with  our  jioliti- 
cal  interefl  to  oppofe  the  Governor  in  his 
meafures.  But,  my  Lord,  we  can  with  great 
truth  fay,  that  while  we  have  had  the  honour 
to  be  members  of  his  Majefly’s  Council,  we 
have  endeavoured  to  difeharge  a  good  con- 
fcience,  and  aded  our  part  with  upriehtneis 

3  *  .  .  .  r  i  t) 

and  integrity,  having  never  been  awed  into- 
undue  condud,  either  by  the  Houfe  or  the 
Governor;  and  the  Governor’s  iniinuations  to 
the  contrary  are  unkind,  and  without  foun¬ 
dation  ;  and  un lets  we  can  ad  with  the  fame 
ireedom  as  ufual,  we  cannot  efteem  it  an  ho¬ 
nour  to  be  of  that  body. 

i  hat  the  Council  have  appeared  of  late 
more  engaged  in  defending  the  rights  of  the 
province  than  tormerly,  may  be  a  fad,  which 
we  have  no  difpofition  to  controvert :  Be  that: 

as 
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as  it  may,  we  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  it 
never  was  fo  much  the  incumbent  duty  of 
the  Council,  as  it  was  the  laft  year,  to  defend 
the  rights  of  the  people  :  for  upon  the  diffo- 
lution  of  the  General  Court,  the  Governor 
and  Council  are  by  the  charter,  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  province  ;  fo  that  the  laft  year’s 
Council  had  double  duty  devolved  on  them  : 
Therefore  it  was  juftly  expefted,  they  fhould 
exert  themfelves  in  the  defence  of  the  civil 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  ;  though  at 
the  fame  time  they  did,  and  we  hope  we  ever 
{hall,  treat  the  Governor  with  that  refpedt 
that  is  due  to  the  King’s  Reprefentative. 
And  your  Lordfhip  may  depend  upon  it,  that 
the  prefent  Council  will  be  as  free  to  affert 
and  maintain  the  juft  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  as  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  people. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  my  Lord, 
that  the  Governor  in  his  letter,  dated  No¬ 
vember  the  i  ft,  fpeaking  of  the  addrefs  to 
General  Gage,  fays,  “  It  was  figned  by  fif¬ 
teen  of  the  Council,  among  whom  were  five 
who  knew  not  enough  of  the  town  to  vote 
for  the  fafety  of  the  commiffioners  returning, 
but  knew  enough  to  join  in  an  inventive  againft 
them.”  Thisobfervationof  the  Governor’s  was 
no  doubt  made  with  a  defign  to  ridicule  the 
conduct  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  and  to  reprefent 
them  as  having  a£ted  an  inconfiftent  part  : 
but  we  cannot  conceive  by  what  rules  of  logic 
he  can  charge  them  with  inconfiftency  :  For, 

my 
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my  Lord,  may  not  the  gentlemen  fay  with 
great  propriety,  as  they  were  not  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bolton,  but  lived  a  great  diilance 
from  it,  that  they  knew  not  enough  of  the 
temper  and  difpolition  of  the  town  to  fay  that 
it  was  fate  for  the  commiffioners  to  return  ; ' 
and  at  the  fame  time  from  the  evidence  thev 
had  of  the  Commiilioners  behaviour  and  con¬ 
duit  ever  fmee  they  have  been  in  office,  join 
in  what  the  Governor  is  plealed  to  call  an  in¬ 
vective  again  it  them  ?  For  our  part  we  can 
fee  no  inconliltency  in  their  conduit ;  for  cer¬ 
tainly  the  commiffioners  haughty  and  infolent 
behaviour  may  be  i'uch,  as  to  expole  them  to 
the  refentment  of  the  people  •  and  yet  it  does 
not  neceffarily  follow,  that  the  people  will 
offer  the  leaft  infult  or  violence  to  them  :  they 
may,  or  they  may  not  ;  and  therefore  as  it 
was  a  matter  of  uncertainty,  the  five  gentle¬ 
men  might  well  be  excufed  from  voting  in 
favour  of  the  fafety  of  the  commiffioners  re¬ 
turn  :  And  the  Governor’s  remark  upon  their 
conduit,  thews  rather  the  defeit  of  his  re  aton¬ 
ing  ;  than  any  inconliltency  in  them. 

With  a  view  to  defeat  the  good  ends  pro- 
pofed  by  the  major  part  of  the  laid  year’s 
-Council  in  their  petitions  to  the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  and  for  other  unjuftiffable  rea- 
fons,  the  Governor  acquaints  your -Lordthip, 
that  he  “  cannot  conceive  that  all  the  per- 
lons  who  met  at  the  feveral  meetings  upon 
the  occafion  of  preparing  the  petitions,  put 
together,  amount  to  the  number  of  twelve 
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which  he  tells  your  Lordfhip  made  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  whole.  And  after  infinuating 
that  by  a  majority  might  only  be  meant  four 
perfons  out  of  feven,  who  make  a  quorum  of 
the  Council  ;  in  his  poftfcnpt  he  gives  your 
Lordfliip  what  he  calls  a  lift  of  the  names  of 
thofe  members  who  pafled  upon  the  petitions ; 
which  together  make  no  more  than  eight. 
We  perfuade  ourfelves,  my  Lord,  that  you 
will  not  imagine,  that  the  Council  of  laft 
year  endeavoured  to  impofe  on  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  by  aflerting  their  peti¬ 
tions  to  have  been  the  doings  of  a  major  part, 
when  in  facft  they  were  not.  Who  furnifhed 
the  Governor  with  the  lift  he  mentions  we 
cannot  fay,  but  we  can  take  upon  us  to  allure 
you,  my  Lord,  that  the  names  of  Lincoln, 
Brattle,  Gray,  and  Ruftell  ought  to  have  been 
inferted  therein,  they  having  alfo  agreed  to 
the  petitions,  who,  with  the  eight  perfons  in 
the  Governor’s  lift,  made  the  number  twelve, 
being  as  he  mentions,  a  majority  of  the  whole. 

This  information  will,  among  a  multitude 
of  other  things,  ferve  to  convince  your  Lord- 
fhip,  that  Governor  Bernard  has  fpared  no 
pains  to  vilify  the  Council,  and  prevent  the 
fuccefs  of  their  applications  for  the  redrefs  of 
the  grievances  which  the  colonies  labour  un¬ 
der  ;  and  that  he  never  loft  fight  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  objeft,  the  obtaining  of  a  Council  by 
Mandamus  from  the  Crown.  And  the  Board 
are  at  a  lots  how  to  reconcile  his  conduct  with 
what  he  declares  and  promifes  to  your  Lord- 

fhip 
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Ship  in  his  letter  of  the  30th  of  November 
laft ;  in  which  he  fays,  “  your  Lordfhip  mav 
depend  upon  it  that  my  informations  have 
been,  and  fhall  be  dictated  by  the  fpirit  of 
truth  and  candour when  there  is  fcarcely 
any  thing  in  either  of  his  letters  but  what  is  in 
diredt  opposition  to  both. 

It  gives  us  the  deepeft  concern  to  find  by 
one  of  the  refolutions  palled  by  the  Lords, 
and  afterwards  agreed  to  by  the  Commons, 
that  the  Council  of  this  province  have  been 
cenfured  as  not  exerting  themfelves  in  fup- 
preffing  of  riots.  And  we  are  firmly  per- 
luaded  that  the  Council  would  have  efcaped 
the  difpleafure  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Par 


la¬ 


ment,  had  it  not  been  for  the  grofs  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  Governor  Bernard  tranfmitted 
to  your  Lordfhip  ;  which  we  are  conflrained 
to  lay  we  confider,  not  only  as  extremely 
cruel  with  refpedt  to  the  Council,  but  as  a 
high  impofition  on  your  Lordfhip,  and  even 
Majefty  itfelf. 

You  will  allow  us  to  fay,  my  Lord,  that  no 
Council  on  the  continent,  not  even  thole  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  King,  have  a  greater  averfion 
to  riots  and  diforders,  nor  have  any  of  them 
exerted  themlelves  more  to  fupprefs  them 
than  his  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjedls  the  Council 
of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

Had  their  conduct  been  truly  reprefen  ted, 
in  dead  of  cenfure,  they  would  have  met  with 
the  higheft  approbation.  And  if  thole  whole 
immediate  bulinefs  it  is  to  fupprefs  mobs  and 
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(again  ft  whom  no  complaint  has  been  exhi¬ 
bited  by  the  Governor)  had  done  their  duty, 
lome  ot  the  diforders  might  have  been  pre¬ 
vented. 

The  Council,  my  Lord,  have  now  done 
with  their  obfervations  on  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard’s  letters,  and  they  doubt  not  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  will  confider  what  they  have  written  in 
anfwer  to  his  charge  againft  the  Council,  as 
equally  applicable  to  what  has  been  objected 
againft  them,  of  the  fame  nature,  by  his 
Excellency  General  Gage,  in  his  letter  to 
your  Lordfhip  of  the  3 1  ft  of  Odtober  laid ; 
on  which  we  fhall  only  make  this  further  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  General  being  a  ftranger  in 
the  province,  and  but  juft  arrived,  could  not 
poftibly  ipeak  from  his  own  knowledge;  but 
muft  have  received  his  account  of  the  people, 
and  of  the  Council  in  particular,  from  a 
quarter,  which  it  is  needlefs  to  point  out  to 
your  Lordfhip, 

We  will  not  further  trefpafs  on  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  patience.  In  truth,  my  Lord,  our 
own  is  almoft  exhaufted.  The  Council  have 
had  fuch  repeated  occafions  to  obferve  upon 
and  lament  the  unkind  treatment  of  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard  towards  this  people,  that  the 
fubject  is  become  extremely  difagreeable ' 
to  us. 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  we  apprehend 
it  needful  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that 
Samuel  White ,  Efq;  one  of  the  laft  year’s 
Council,  dying  between  the  time  of  palling 

on 
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on  the  petitions  above  referred  to,  and  the 
time  of  writing  the  letter  to  your  Lordlhip 
of  the  15  th  of  April  laif,  eleven  at  the  laft- 
mentioned  time  made  a  majority  of  the 
' .  whole. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth 
and  regard,  my  Lord,  your  Lordlhip’s  moll 
obedient,  and  moll  humble  fervants, 

Samuel  Danforth, 
Prefident  of  the  Council  and  in  their  behalf. 

In  the  Iloufe  of Reprefentativcs,  fane  22,  1 769, 

f\RD  ERED,  That  Mr.  Otis,  Mr  .Picker- 
^  trig.  Col.  Ward,  Capt.  Thayer,  Mr.  Han¬ 
cock,  Mr.  HobJ'on,  Capt.  'Thomas,  Capt.  Sheaf e, 
and  Mr.  Saunders,  be  a  Committee  to  carry 
the  following  refolve  to  the  honourable  Board. 

/~fAHE  Houfe  having  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  certain  copies  ot  letters  written  by 
Governor  Bernard  to  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Hilllborough,  one  of  his  Majelly’s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  dated  1  ft,  5th* 
1 2th,  14th,  30th  November,  and  Decem¬ 
ber  5th,  1768.  And  alfo  the  copy  of  one 
letter  written  by  his  Excellency  General  Gage 
to  his  Lordlhip,  dated  October  31ft,  1768, 
all  which  are  attefted  by  the  clerk  of  the 
papers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  were 
tranftnitted  to  his  Majefty’s  late  Council  by 
Mr.  Bollan,  and  at  the  defire  of  the  Houle 
have  been  communicated  by  the  prefent 
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Council :  In  which  letters  his  Majefty’s  loyal 
lubjecls  of  this  colony  in  general/  as  well  « 
iii  '  Majelry  s  Council,  are  traduced  and  re- 
prefented  in  a  moil:  odious  and  unjuft  light 
to  his  Majefty’s  minifters :  TheHoufe  having 
alio  carefully  read  and  confidered  the  re- 
mat  ks,  which  the  late  as  well  as  the  prelent 
Council  have  made  thereon,  in  their  feveral 
letters  to  his  Lordfhip,  copies  whereof  have 

alio  been  communicated  at  the  defire  of  the 
Houfe. 

Rejoined,  That  the  Houfe  do  highly  ap¬ 
prove  or,  and  have  an  entire  fatisfabtion  in 
the  zeal  and  attention  of  the  late  Council  to 
t  ie  public  intei  eft,  not  only  in  thus  vindi¬ 
cating  tneir  own  character,  but  guarding 
their  country  from  meditated  ruin,  by  truly 
mating  fadts,  and  juftly  reprelenting  the  duty 
and  loyalty  of  this  people  at  this  critical 
time,  when  the  Governor  of  the  province 
wantonly  diftblved  the  General  Affembly, 
and  arbitrarily  refufed  to  call  another  upon 
tiie  repeated  and  dutiful  petitions  of  the 
people. 

T.  Cushing,  Speaker, 


APPEN 
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APPENDIX. 

Containing  an  abftradt  of  proceedings  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  the  province  of 
M afffach ufet ts-B ay ;  and  al fo  other  pro¬ 
ceedings. 


No. 


i. 


June  30,  1768. 

npHE  Governor  and  twenty  of  the  Coun- 
cil  prefent :  the  General  Court  or  Ai- 
fembly  having  been  juft  prorogued  by  the 
Governor, 

ADVISED,  That  William  Brattle,  'fames 
Bowdom,  'J times  Ruffe//,  'Thomas  Thicker,  and 
Royal/  Tyler,  Efqrs.  be  a  committee  to  take 
into  conlideration  the  prefent  date  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  province,  and  report  as 
foon  as  may  be,  what  they  may  judge  pro¬ 
per  to  be  laid  before  his  Majefty  rel'pedting 
the  fame  :  and  that  it  be  previoully  fub- 
mitted  to  the  conlideration  of  his  Excel¬ 
lency. 


U  L  Y 


7 


Mr .Bowdoin  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majelty, 


Having 


I 
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having  reported  the  following  draft,  the  fame 
was  accepted;  and  his  Excellency  was  there¬ 
upon  unaninioufly  defired  to  tranfmit  a  fair 
copy  ot  the  fame  to  his  Majefty’s  Secretary 
ot  State,  with  a  requeft,  that  he  would  be 
pleated  to  lay  it  before  his  Majefty  for  his 
moil  gracious  confederation;  and  that  bis  Ex¬ 
cellency  be  defined  at  the  fame  time  to  recommend 
the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition. 


dfo  the  King’s  mojl  Excellent  Majesty. 

T'he  humble  petition  of  the  Council  of  the 
province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

TXT E  your  Majefty’s  moll  dutiful  and  loyal 
VT  fubjeefs,  the  Council  of  the  province 
of  Malfachuietts-Bay,  deeply  imprelfed  with 
a  fenle  of  your  paternal  affedtion  for  all  your 
fubjeefs,  even  the  mod;  remote  of  them,  and 
your  difpolition  to  hearken  to  their  addrelfes 
with  an  intention  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
them,  humbly  beg  leave,  in  behalf  of  your 
faithful  fubjedts  of  the  faid  province,  to  re¬ 
prefen  t  to  your  Majefty,  That,  &c.  See. 
|See  the  petition  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons, 


No. 


ex 


7,  with  which  this  agrees  in  lubftance, 
opting  the  laft  paragraph.] 


The  laft  paragraph  of  this  petition,  con¬ 
taining  the  prayer,  runs  thus - “  With 

great  humility  we  beg  leave  to  lay  this  re- 
prefentation  at  your  Majefty’s  feet,  humbly 
praying  your  Majefty’s  favourable  conlidera- 

tion 
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tionofit;  and  that  the  charter  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  of  this  province  may 
he  fecured  to  them.  And  if  it  Ihould  appear 
1 3  your  Majefty,  that  it  is  not  for  the  benefit 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  (over  which 
your  paternal  care  is  confpicuous)  that  any 
revenue  Ihould  be  drawn  from  the  colonies. 
We  humbly  implore  your  Majefty’s  gracious 
recommendation  to  Parliament,  that  your 
American  fubjedts  may  be  relieved  from  the 
operation  of  the  feveral  acts  made  for  that 
purpofe,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  the  wifdom 
of  your  Majefty  and  Parliament  may  feem 
proper.” 

No.  2. 

July  27,  29. 

The  Governor  and  fixteen  of  the  Council 

prefent. 

His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  in  wri- 

J  / 

ting  the  following  reprefentation,  viz. 

TTIS  Excellency  reminded  and  informed 
the  Council,  that  on  the  1  ith  and  13th 
of  June  laft,  he  informed  the  Board  of  a  great 
riot  which  happened  on  the  10th  of  June,  in 
which,  among  other  outrages,  the  principal 
Cuftom-Houfe  officers  were  bruifed  and 
wounded  and  otherwife  ill  treated  •,  and  that 
in  purfuance  of  this  riot  the  commiflioners 
of  the  cuftoms  found  themfelves  obliged  to 
leave  the  town,  and  take  flielter  on  board  the 

P  .  Romney 
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Romney  Man  of  War;  and  his  Excellency 
delired  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  what 
ihould  be  done  upon  this  occafion,  as  well  to 
punifh  the  perpetrators  of  thefe  outrages  as  to 
prefeive  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  ol  the  civil  power,  and  alfo  to  protect 
the  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  and  their 
officeis  in  then  perfons,  and  in  the  execution 
of  then  offices,  (o  that  they  might  fafely  re¬ 
tail  n  to  and  refide  in  tins  town,  where  they 
have  been  ftationed  by  the  King’s  authority. 

That  after  many  debates  on  the  pre- 
nufes,  the  Council  were  of  opinion,  that  this 
matter  mould  be  adted  upon  by  the  whole 
General  Court  then  fitting  ;  and  the  Council 
undertook  to  originate  a  vote  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Whereupon  the  Governor,  with  the 
ad\  ice  of  the  Council,  poftponed  the  conli- 
uei  at  ion  or  this  bulmeis  in  the  Privy  Council 
unto  another  day  :  That  afterwards  a  vote  for 
a  joint  committee  to  confider  the  Kate  of  the 
province  being  fent  up  from  the  Houfe  to  the 
Board,  tire  Board  thought  that  would  be  fuf- 
Jk  lent  to  ground  a  confideration  of  the  fore¬ 
going  matters  upon,  and  therefore  having 
concurred  in  that  vote  they  did  not  think  pro¬ 
per  to  originate  any  vote  of  their  own  for  that 
purpofe ;  that  the  faid  joint  committee,  al¬ 
though  they  met  feveral  times,  did  nothing 
m  the  laid  bufinefs  but  make  a  report,  which 
palled  tne  Council,  but  did  not  pafs  the  reft 
of  the  General  Court,  fo  that  it  has  hitherto 
remained  unadted  upon,  and  all  the  purpofes 

aforefaid 

'  ■  •  ! 
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aforefaid  remain  Hill  unredrefied  or  unpro¬ 
vided  for. 

That  the  Commiffioners  having  removed 
from  the  man  of  war  to  the  caflle,  together 
with  their  officers,  ftill  remain  there  under 
the  protection  of  fome  men  of  war,  and  dare 
not  return  to  the  town  where  they  have  been 

J 

ordered  to  hold  their  office.  That  it  is  now 
above  fix  weeks  fince  they  quitted  the  town, 
and  nothing  has  been  done  to  provide  for 
their  fafe  return,  and  their  protection  in  their 
future  relidence  here,  nor  has  any  thing  been 
done  to  punifh  the  raifers  and  perpetrators  of 
the  faid  riots  and  tumults,  or  to  preferve  the 
peace  of  the  town,  and  the  fupport  of  the 
government  and  civil  authority  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

That  thefe  things,  and  particularly  this 
negleft  and  delay  in  endeavouring  to  remedy 
thefe  diforders,  will  certainly  be  taken  no¬ 
tice  of  at  home  by  the  King  and  Council,  and 
probably  by  the  Parliament.  Wherefore 
it  is  become  necefiary  for  the  Council  to 
come  to  fome  determination  and  refolution 
what  they  can  and  what  they  will  do,  to  re¬ 
medy  thefe  diforders,  and  provide  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  tne 
maintenance  of  the  authority  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  civil  power.  Wherefore  the 
Governor  having  laid  thefe  matters  before  the 
Council,  and  received  their  advice  to  call  a  full 
Council  for  the  conlideration  of  them,  now 
communicates  them  to  the  prefent  Board, 

P  2  and. 
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and  requires  of* them  their  full,  free,  and  true 
advice,  according  to  the  duties  of  their  office 

and  the  teims  of  their  oaths  to  perform  the 
fame. 

His  Excellency  alfo  acquainted  the  Board 
that  he  had  not,  as  he  had  before  declared  he 
fhould  not,  wrote  to  General  Gage  upon  the 
late  troubles.  But  that  he  had  received  let¬ 
ters  from  the  General,  acquainting  him,  that 
having  received  information  of  the  diftur- 
bances  at  Bolton,  and  that  the  commiffioners 
of  the  cuffoms  had  been  obliged  to  quit  the 
town,  he  had  lent  orders  to  the  commanding  I 
officers  at  Halifax  to  colled  all  the  troops 
there  and  thereabout,  and  hold  them  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  embark,  with  a  train  of  artillery  for 
Bolton,  when  they  ffiould  be  required  by  the 
Governor.  That  he  had  wrote  to  the  Gene¬ 
ral,  and  faid  he  would  inform  the  Council  of 
tnis  order,  and  if  they  advifed  him  to  require 
thefe  troops,  he  fhould  do  fo ;  and  if  they 
ffiould  not  advife  him  to  require  them,  he 
fhould  not  j  being  determined  to  do  nothing 
in  fuch  a  bufinefs  without  the  advice  of  the 
Council.  And  the  Governor  accordingly 
afked  the  Board,  Whether  they  would  ad¬ 
vife,  that  the  Governor  fhould,  according  to 
General  Gage’s  offer,  require  troops  from 
Halifax  to  fupport  the  execution  of  the  civil 
power,  and  preferve  the  peace  of  the  town. 


After 


- 
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After  a  long  debate.  Col.  Brattle,  Mr.  Bow- 
doin,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Flucker,  and  Mr. 
Ropes  were  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
lider  of  and  report  an  anfwer  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  foregoing  reprefentation  ;  and 
then  the  Board  was  adjourned  to  Friday 
morning,  July  29,  1768.  At  which  time 
the  anfwer  was  reported  and  accepted  by 
the  Board  as  their  anfwer  to  the  laid  re¬ 
prefentation,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

HIS  Excellency  having  laid  before  the 
Board  a  reprefentation  of  fome  tranfac- 
tions  relating  to  and  in  confequence  of  the 
diforders  in  the  town  of  Bofton  on  the  evening 
of  the  10th  of  June  baft,  the  Board  think  it 
neceffary,  in  juftice  to  the  town  and  province, 
and  in  vindication  of  themfelves,  to  make 
fome  obfervations  thereon,  and  to  give  a  fuller 
reprefentation  than  is  contained  in  the  paper 
laid  before  the  Board. 

With  regard  to  the  diforders,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  they  were  occafioned  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  feizure  (in  a  manner  unprecedented) 
in  the  town  of  Bolton,  on  the  laid  icth  ot 
}une,  a  little  before  fun-fet,  when  a  veil'd 
was  feized  by  feveral  of  the  officers  of  the 
cultoms  ;  and  immediately  after,  on  a  fignal 
given  by  one  of  laid  officers,  in  confequence 
of  a  preconcerted  plan,  feveral  armed  boats 
from  the  Romney  man  ot  war  took  polTeffion 
of  her,  cut  Iter  falls,  and  carried  her  frorq 
the  wharf  where  die  lay  into  the  harbour, 

along- 
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Jong-fide  the  Romney  which  occafioned  a 
numoer  of  people  to  be  collected,  home  of 

j  01”»  fro'B  tJie  violence  and  unprecedent- 
ednefs  of  the  procedure  with  regard  to  the 
taking  away  of  the  faid  veffel,  and  the  reflec¬ 
tion  thereby  implied  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
tne  town,  as  difpofed  to  refcue  any  feizure 
tJiat  might  be  made,  took  occafion  to  infult 
and  abufe  the  faid  oflicers,  and  afterwards  to 
breaK  lome  of  the  windows  of  their  dwelling- 
houfes,  and  to  commit  other  diforders.  Now, 
tnough  the  Board  have  the  utmoft  abhorrence 
of  all  fuch  diforderly  proceedings,  and  would 
Y  no  means  attempt  to  juflify  them,  they 
are  obliged  to  mention  the  occafion  of  them, 
in  order  to  fhew,  that  however  culpable  the 
laid  diforderly  perfons  were,  the  oflicers  who 
feized,  or  thole  by  whofe  orders  fuch  unufual 
and  violent  meafures  were  purfued  in  feizino- 
and  taking  away  the  faid  veffel,  were  not 
faultlels  :  It  being  highly  probable,  that  no 
inch  diforders  would  have  been  committed, 
if  the  veffel  had  not  been  with  an  armed  force" 
and  with  many  circumftances  of  infult  and 
threats,  carried  away  from  the  wharf  :  And 
we  believe  there  is  no  inflance  can  be  alledo-ed 
of  any  veffel  feized,  or  any  feizure  whatever 
in  the  town  of  Bofton,  being  refcued  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  oflicers,  except  what  took 
place  here  on  the  8th  of  July  inftant,  when  a 
quantity  of  molaffes  having  been  feized  was 
taken  away  from  the  officer  who  had  charge 
of  it :  which  unwarrantable  procedure  being 

univer- 
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tiniverfally  condemned,  the  molaffes  was  very 
foon  returned  :  which  affords  a  ftrong  evi¬ 
dence,  that  tlie  feiztire  on  the  ioth  of  june, 
if  it  had  been  conduffed  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner,  would  have  remained  fee u re  in  the 
hands  of  the  officers. 

The  day  next  following  the  faid  di forders, 
viz.  the  nth  of  June,  his  Excellency  called 
a  Council  and  mentioned  to  them  what  had 
happened  the  preceding  evening,  and  delired 
their  advice  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 
The  Board  advifed  that  fuch  of  their  own 
members  as  were  juftices  of  the  peace  and 
qualified  to  a 61  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
ihould,  as  foon  as  may  be,  make  enquiry  into 
the  particular  faffs  and  report,  and  his  Excel¬ 
lency  appointed  the  faid  juftices  to  meet  him 
at  his  houfe  for  that  purpofe,  on  Monday 
morning,  the  13th  of  June;  his  Excellency 
thinking  it  neceflary  to  be  prefent  himfelf  at 
the  making  of  the  enquiry.  The  faid  juf¬ 
tices  attended  accordingly  :  but  his  Excel- 
cellencv  having  received  two  letters  from  the 
commiifioners  of  the  cuftoms,  complaining 
that  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  late 
difturbances  in  Bofton,  and  grofsly  reflec¬ 
ting  on  the  Governor  and  Council,  fum- 
moned  a  Council,  and  laid  faid  letters  be¬ 
fore  them ;  and  at  the  fame  Council  poft- 
poned  the  enquiry  aforefaid.  The  Board 
thought  the  letter,  containing  the  reflec¬ 
tions,  intitled  to  fome  animadverfions  ;  but 
the  letter  not  being  left  with  the  Board,  put 

it 


(  H4  ) 

it  out  of  their  power  to  do  themfelves  juf- 
ticc.  At  the  fame  time,  on  his  Excellency’s 
propofing  to  enter  into  the  confideration  of 
means  for  preventing  any  future  difturbances, 
the  Board  apprehending  that  as  the  General 
Court  was  fitting,  thole  means  would  have 
a  more  forcible  effedt,  and  better  anfwer  the 
end,  if  tire  wjiole  Court  joined  in  them,  pro- 
poled  to  raife  a  committee  of  the  Board  in 
their  legiflative  capacity  to  join  with  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Houle  ol  Reprefentatives,  to 
consider  of  the  matter ;  and  that  the  confi¬ 
deration  of  it  by  them,  as  of  Council  to  the 
Governor,  be  poftponed  till  the  effedf  of 
fuch  a  propofai  fhould  be  known.  The 
Board  accordingly  on  the  laid  i  3th,  in  their 
legislative  capacity,  took  up  the  affair,  and 
while  they  were  conlidering  it,  a  vote  was 
fent  from  the  Houfe,  ordering  a  committee 
to  be  joined  by  fuch  as  the  Board  Ihould  ap¬ 
point,  to  enquire  into  the  Rate  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  report  :  which  order,  including 
in  it  the  confideration  of  the  means  for  pre¬ 
venting  any  future  difturbances,  the  propo¬ 
fai  aforefaid,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  was 
of  courfe  rendered  unnecelfary. 

A  committee  was  joined,  and  the  next  day, 
viz.  on  the  iqth,  made  a  report  of  divers  re- 
folves  to  be  palled  by  the  General  Court, 
The  report  was  ordered  by  the  Board  to  be 
confidered  on  the  1 5th,  and  then,  after  a  de¬ 
bate,  to  be  further  confidered  on  the  1 6th, 
when  the  Board  was  given  to  underhand  by 

leveral 
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feveral  of  its  members  that  it  was  intimated 
to  them,  by  the  Governor,  that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  poftpone  the  confideration  of 
the  faid  report,  till  his  Excellency  Ihould  fend 
a  meflage  to  the  Houfe  on  the  iubjeft  of  dis¬ 
patches  he  had  then  juft  received  from  En¬ 
gland.  It  was  poftponed  accordingly. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  the  faid  mefiage  was  read  to 
the  Board,  by  which  it  appeared,  there  was 
fomething  further  to  be  expected,  and  of  a 
moie  exti aoi dinary  nature,  and  which  was 
not  communicated  till  the  24th,  when  it  ap¬ 
peared,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Board, 
that  the  General  Court  was  threatened  with 
diffolution,  purfuant  to  the  Earl  of  Hilllbo- 
rough’s  letter  to  the  Governor,  dated  April 
22,  1768.  The  expectation  of  thefe  mef- 
fages,  and  the  extraordinary  nature  of  them, 
when  known,  occafioned  that  the  faid  report 
was  not  fully  palled  on  till  the  29th,  when 
it  was  delivered  to  one  ol  tne  members  ol 
the  Board  to  be  carried  to  the  Houle ;  but 
the  Houfe  were  then  adjourned,  and  the  next 
day  the  Eloufe  being  lo  clofely  engaged  in 
bufmefs  could  not  receive  it  •  and  on  that 
day,  viz.  the  30th,  the  Governor  prorogued 
the  General  Court,  and  on  the  next  fucceed- 
ing  day  dilfolved  it :  which  prorogation  and 
dilfolution,  ll  his  Excellency  could  have  poll  - 
poned  a  Ihort  time,  the  Houfe  could  have 
palled  on  the  faid  report :  but  they  were 
prevented  doing  it,  as  well  as  other  ncce  la.  v 

•  bulinels. 
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bufmefs,  by  the  faid  prorogation  ;  which  his 
Excellency  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  make. 

The  Board  apprehend  from  this  detail  of 
fa£ls,it  will  not  appear  they  are  chargeablewith 
any  negledt  or  delay  in  providing  againft  fu¬ 
ture  difturbances  ;  at  lead;  to  the  time  of  the 
diffolution  of  the  General  Court.  And  with 
regard  to  the  time  that  has  fince  elapfed,  the 
Board  have  always  attended  his  Excellency’s 
fummons,  and  are  now  ready  at  the  firft  call 
for  that  purpofe,  lince  the  difl'olution,  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  future 
difturbances :  and  they  are  very  glad  they 
have  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  no 
difturbances  have  happened  here  fince  the 
icth  of  June  laft,  notwithftanding  fome  ap¬ 
pearances,  which  it  is  probable  have  been 
magnified  into  riot  and  tumult.  And  with 
regard  to  what  happened  on  the  ioth  of 
Tune,  it  leems  to  have  fprung  wholly  from 
the  perfons  who  complain  of  it,  by  the  plan 
laid,  and  the  orders  given  for  making  the 
feizares  aforefaid,  and  carrying  it  away  by 
an  armed  force.  Which  circumftances,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  time  of  day  of  feizing  the 
veiled,  it  being  then  near  fun-fet,  makes  it 
feem  probable  that  an  uproar  was  hoped  for, 
and  intended  to  be  oecafioned  by  the  man¬ 
ner  of  proceeding  in  making  the  feizure. 

Having  dated  the  fadts  as  relative  to  the 
condudt  of  the  Board,  the  Board  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  one  pa¬ 
ragraph  of  the  Governor’s  reprefentation 

afore- 
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•aforefaid.  But  it  is  to  be  previoufly  obferved, 
that  the  Council-Book,  in  the  entry  of  the 
proceedings  of  Council  on  the  i  ith  and  i  gth 
of  June,  lliews  the  particular  matters  laid 
before  them  for  their  confideration  and  advice; 
which  were  the  diforders  that  had  taken  place 
on  the  evening  of  the  ioth  of  June,  to  the 
difturbance  of  the  public  peace ;  and  the 
means  of  preventing  any  future  difturbances  : 
and  thefe,  and  only  thefe,  were  the  objects 
of  the  contemplation  of  the  Board  in  their 
proceedings  referred  to  above. 

In  the  faid  paragraph  his  Excellency  men¬ 
tions  that  the  commifTioners  having  removed 
from  the  man  of  war  to  the  Cattle,  full  remain 
there  under  the  protection  of  fome  men  of 
war ;  and  that  it  is  above  fix  weeks  fince  they 
quitted  the  town. 

On  which  the  Board  oblervc,  that  the  com- 
miffioners  were  not  obliged  to  quit  the  town; 
that  there  never  had  been  any  infu.lt  offered  to 
them;  that  their  quitting  the  town  was  a  vo¬ 
luntary  act  of  their  own  ;  that  wc  do  not  ap¬ 
prehend  there  was  any  fufficient  ground  for 
their  quitting  it;  and  that  when  they  had 
quitted  it,  and  were  at  the  Cattle,  there  was 
no  occafion  for  men  of  war  to  protect  them. 

With  regard  to  the  men  of  war  potted  in 
the  harbour,  the  town  look  upon  it  as  a  grie¬ 
vance  in  a  double  reipeCt :  their  trade  is  by 
that  means  under  difcouragement ;  and  what 
they  regret  infinitely  more  is,  the  reflection 
implied  thereby  upon  their  loyalty  to  their 
Sovereign,  who  has  not  in  his  wide  extended 
dominions  any  fubjeCts  more  faithful  than  in 

0^2  the 


(  1 18  ) 

the  town  ot  Borton,  and  in  this  province  in 
general. 

Ii  the  commiffioners  have  procured  the  faid 
men  of  war  to  be  ported  here  ;  and  efpecially 
if  they  have  endeavoured  to  procure  troops 
to  be  fent  hither,  both  which  are  the  univeiv 
fal  apprehenfion,  it  cannot  be  thought  ftrange 
that  the  people  of  this  province  can  entertain 
no  affection  for  them. 

The  Board  greatly  regret  that  any  occafion 
has  been  given  for  riots  and  diforders,  and  ftill 
more  regret  that  they  fhould  happen  on  any 
occafion  ;  and  they  take  this  opportunity  to 
declare  their  utter  abhorrence  and  deteftation 
of  them  :  and  for  the  punifhing  the  perpe¬ 
trators  of  them  the  Board  advife.  That  his 
Excellency  diretrt  the  Attorney-General  to, 
profecute  all  perfons  guilty  of  the  riots  and, 
diforders  aforefaid,  or  that  any  way  aided  or 
abetted  the  fame, 

And  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the  town, 
and  the  authority  of  the  civil  Dower  :  and  for 

j  i 

the  protection  of  all  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts 
whatever,  further  advife. 

That  his  Excellency  ifiiie  a  proclamation 
that  the  laws  for  preventing,  fupprerting  and 
punifhing  all  riots,  tumults  arid  unlawful  af- 
femblies  be  put  into  immediate  execution,  and 
all  civil  officers  be  ltriCtly  enjoined  to  do  their 
duty  f  or  that  purpofe.  And  the  Board  alfure 
his  Excellency  they  will  ufe  their  utmoft  in¬ 
fluence  to  procure  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  :  the  vigorous  execution  of  which  will 

be 
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be  fufficient  to  preferve  the  peace  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  government. 

With  regard  to  what  his  Ex'cellency  men¬ 
tions  on  the  fubje6l  of  troops,  and  to  his  ques¬ 
tion  “  Whether  the  Board  would  advife  that 
the  Governor  fhould,  according  to  General 
G  age’s  offer,  require  troops  from  Halifax  to 
fupport  the  execution  of  the  civil  power  and 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  town,” 

The  Board  anfwer,  that  the  civil  power 
does  not  need  the  fupport  of  troops  ;  and  that 
it  is  not  for  his  Majelfy’s  fervice  nor  the  peace 
of  this  province  that  any  troops  he  required, 
or  that  any  come  into  the  province,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  unanimoufly  advife,  That  the  Go¬ 
vernor  do  not  require  any  troops. 

The  Board  being  fully  affured  *  that  his 
Excellency  has  not  wrote  for  troops,  take  this 
opportunity  to  exprefs  that  affurance  :  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  declare  that  if  any  perfons 
have  made  application  to  General  Gage  for 
troops  to  be  lent  hither,  we  deem  them  in 
the  higheft  degree  unfriendly  to  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  government,  as  well  as  to  his 
Majefty’s  fervice  and  the  Britilh  intereft  in 
America.  Bojlan,  "July  zg,  1768. 

The  foregoing  anfwer  was  unanimoufly. 
agreed  to  by  the  Council :  and  thereupon  £ 
was  ordered  by  the  Governor,  That  the  Se¬ 
cretary  prepare  a  proclamation  for  the  pur- 
pofes  therein  mentioned  [which  was  pub- 
iilhed  accordingly]  and  that  the  Attorney- 
General  prolecute  all  perfons  guilty  of  the 

riots 
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riots  and  diforders  on  the  ioth  of  June  afore- 
laid,  or  that  any  way  aided  or  abetted  the  fame. 


No.  3. 

September  23. 

At  an  Adjournment. 

TV/T  R.  Bowdoin,  Mr.  Gray,  and  Mr.  Tyler, 
•iVi  purfuant  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Council  yefterday,  reported  to  the  Board  an 
anfwer  to  his  Excellency’s  propofal  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  troops  j  which  anfwer 
being  confidered  and  amended  is  agreed  to  by 
the  Board. 

The  Board  was  informed,  by  the  Secretary, 
that  the  weather  being  ftormy  the  Governor 
could  not  be  in  town  to^  day,  and  defires  they 
will  meet  him  at  the  Province-Houfe  to¬ 
morrow  ten  o’clock,  A.  M.  to  which  time  he 
adjourned  the  Board. 

Saturday,  September ,  24,  1768.  The  wea¬ 
ther  continuing  ftormy  his  Excellency  did  not 
come  to  town  till  the  afternoon,  when  the 
Council  waited  upon  him  with  their  anfwer. 

An  alteration  being  propofed  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  the  faid  anfwer,  the  Council  would 
have  then  confidered  it,  but  it  was  at  his 
motion  agreed  by  the  Council  to  meet  Mon¬ 
day  morning  nine  o’clock  the  26th  inflan t 
to  conuder  it  ■,  and  his  Excellency  informed 
the  Council  that  their  Anfwer  might  then 
be  given  to  the  Secretary  to  be  delivered 
to  him  without  any  further  meeting  with 
him  thereon. 


September 
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September  26.  A.  M.  The  Council  met 
and  agreed  to  the  alteration  ;  and  then  de¬ 
livered  the  faid  anfwer  to  the  Deputy- 
Secretary,  the  Secretary  himfelf  not  being  at 
his  office. 

The  ANSWER  follows. 

H  E  Board  have  taken  into  their  fur- 


ther  confideration  General  Gage’s  letter, 
and  the  extraft  from  Lord  Hillfborough’s 
letter  communicated  by  his  Excellency  on 
the  19th  inftant,  relative  to  the  reception 
and  accommodation  of  the  troops  in  the  faid 
letter  and  extradt  mentioned,  and  have  alio 
coniidered  his  Excellency’s  propofal  of  the 
22d  inftant  relating  to  the  Manufaftory- 
Houfe  in  Bofton,  that  they  would  authorize 
him  to  take  meafures  for  fitting  up  the  laid 
building  for  the  reception  of  fo  many  of  the 
faid  troops  as  it  will  conveniently  accommo¬ 
date.  They  have  alfo  attentively  coniidered 
the  act  of  Parliament,  providing  among  other 
things,  for  the  quartering  and  billeting  the 
faid  troops,  and  they  find  that  the  civd  of¬ 
ficers  in  the  faid  aft  mentioned,  and  no 
others,  are  thereby  empowered  and  “  re- 
“  quired  to  quarter  and  billet  the  officers 
“  and  ioldiers  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice  in 
“  the  barracks  provided  in  the  Colonies  ; 
“  and  if  there  fhall  not  be  fufficient  room 
ii  in  the  faid  barracks  for  the  officers  and 
“  foldiers,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe  only  to  quar- 
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inannci  as  m  the  faid  aft  is  further  ana 
very  particularly  direfted.  Now  it  appears 
by  this  paragraph  of  the  faid  aft,  that  in 
any  colony  where  there  are  barracks,  the 
faid.  officers  and  foldiers  in  his  Majefty’s 
fervice  ffiall  be  quartered  and  billeted  in  l'uch 
barracks,  and  in  no  other  place,  unlefs 
there  lhall  not  be  fufficient  room  in  the 
barracks.  With  refpecl  to  this  colony,-  the 
government  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the 
late  war  by  their  order,  caufed  barracks  to 
be  built  at  Caifle-William,  for  the  very  pur- 
pofe  of  accommodating  his  Majefty’s  troops 
whenever  it  ffiould  be  neceffary  for  them 
to  come  hither  :  under  which  order  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  authorized  to 
provide  quarters  in  the  faid  barracks  for  fuch 
troops  ;  and  thofe  barracks  are  fufficient  to 
accommodate  one  thoufand  men,  which 
number  it  is  faid  the  two  regiments  ordered 
from  Halifax  will  not  exceed  :  thofe  regi¬ 
ments  therefore  which  are  the  firft  expefted, 
the  faid  aft  of  Parliament  requires  to  be 
quartered  in  the  faid  barracks. 

General  Gage  however  in  his  letter  afore-* 
faid  mentions  that  one  of  the  laid  regiments 
is  ordered  for  the  prefent  to  Caftle- William, 
the  other  to  the  town  of  Bofton  :  but  it  will 
be  no  difrefpeft  to  the  General  to  lay  that 
no  order  whatfoever  coming  from  a  lei's  au¬ 
thority  than  his  Majefty  and  Parliament,  can 
fuperfede  an  aft  of  Parliament.  And  it  is 
plain  the  General  had  no  intention  that  the 
laid  order  ffiould,  as  he  concludes  his  letter 

by 
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by  deliring  the  Governor  to  fee  that  the  faid 
troops  are  provided  with  quarters  on  then- 
arrival  in  this  government  as  by  law  directed. 
The  faid  aft  alfo  provides,  “  that  if  any 
military  officer  fhall  take  upon  himfelf  to 
“  quarter  foldiers  in  any  of  his  Majeity’s  do- 
“  minions  in  America,  otherwife  than  is  li- 
“  mited  and  allowed  by  this  aft,  or  fhall  ufe 
“  or  offer  any  menace  or  compulfion,  bet. 
“  he  (hall  be  ipjbf'aclo  cafhiered  and  be  ut- 
“  terly  difabled  to  have  or  hold  any  military 
“  employment  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice.” 
His  Excellency  therefore,  as  the  Board  ap¬ 
prehend,  muff  clearly  fee  by  examining  the 
faid  aft  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Board  to  provide  quarters  for  the  laid  regi¬ 
ments  as  deltined,  till  the  barracks  at  Calile- 
William  and  the  inns,  livery  ftables  and 
other  houfes  mentioned  in  the  faid  aft  fhall 


be  full  ;  (in  which,  and  no  other  cafe,  anc 
upon  no  other  account,  it  fhall  and  may  be 

lawful  for  “  the  Governor  onA  Grmnnll”  tr 


the  Governor  and  Council”  tc 
take  the  meafures  they  are  direfted  to  by  the 
faid  aft  for  the  reception  of  his  Majefty’i 
forces)  nor  of  confequence  to  authorize  hi: 
Excellency  to  take  meafures  for  fitting  ut 
the  Manufaftory-IIoufe  agreeable  to  hi: 
propofal. 

The  quartering  of  troops  in  the  body  o: 
the  town  before  the  barracks  are  full,  is  noi 
only  contrary  to  the  aft  of  Parliament,  bill 
would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  peace  of  tin 
town,  whofe  peace  and  welfare,  as  alfo  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  province  in  general 
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p  13  die  duty»  intereft  and  inclination  of  the 

io,nd  to  promote,  and  which,  in  every  way 
confident  with  law,  they  will  endeavour  to 
piomote  to  the  utmoff  of  their  ability. 

As  the  board  on  the  xpth  inflant  when  the 
letters  above-mentioned  were  firjft  communi¬ 
cated  to  them,  advifed  that  his  Excellency 
give  proper  orders  for  the  accommodation  of 
one  of  the  Halifax  regiments  in  the  barracks 
at  Cattle-’ William,  fo  they  now  further  ad- 
vile  that  his  Excellency  give  like  orders  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  other  Halifax  re¬ 
giment  in  the  faid  barracks. 

With  regard  to  the  two  regiments  ordered 
from  Ireland  to  Botton,  the  Board  doubt  not 
that  provifion  will  be  made  for  their  accom¬ 
modation  agreeable  to  the  adt  aforefaid. 

That  the  board  might  be  better  able  to 
give  then  advice  in  regard  to  the  regiments 
ordered  hither,  they  thought  it  necetfary 
that  the  whole  of  Lord  Hilllborough’s  letter, 
lb  far  as  it  related  to  the  faid  regiments,' 
and  to  the  occalion  and  defign  of  their  com¬ 
ing,  fhould  be  communicated  to  them,  and 
they  accordingly  defired  his  Excellency  to 
communicate  it.  But  though  his  Excellency 
was  pleafed  to  tell  them  he  fhould  very  pro¬ 
bably  lay  the  whole  of  it  before  the  Board  in 
fuch  parcels  and  at  fuch  times  as  he  thought 
proper,  yet  as  they  apprehend  the  propriety 
of  their  own  conduct,  in  a  great  meafure,  de¬ 
pends  on  the  communication  of  the  whole  of 
it  together,  they  again  requeft  his  Excellency 
to  favour,  them  with  it. 
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With  regard  to  the  occafion  of  the  faid 
Regiments  being  ordered  to  Bofton,  his 
Excellency  on  being  allied,  informed  the 
Board  that  he  apprehended  the  Halifax  Re¬ 
giments  were  ordered  hither  in  confequence 
of  the  Riots  in  March  laffc,  and  the  two 
!IHfh  Regiments  in  confequence  of  that  of 
the  ioth  of  June  laft.  On  which  the  Board 
rare  obliged  to  obferve,  that  they  are  fully 
iperfuaded  his  Majefty’s  minifters  could  ne¬ 
wer  have  judged  it  either  necelfary  or  expe¬ 
dient  to  go  into  fuch  extraordinary  Meafures, 
;as  thofe  of  fending  Troops  hither,  unlefs  in 
ithe  Reprefentations  made  from  hence  by 
dome  ill-minded  Perfons,  the  faid  Riots  had 
Jbeen  greatly  magnified  and  exaggerated. 

With  refpedt  to  what  happened  on  the 
:18th  of  March,  which  was  a  day  of  Re¬ 
joicing,  and  on  fuch  Days  Diforders  are 
mot  uncommon  in  populous  Piaces,  it  was 
too  inconfiderable  to  make  it  a  fubjeift  of 
Reprefentation,  and  could  not  have  been 
made  the  fubjedt  of  fo  injurious  an  one,  but 
oy  Perfons  difpofed  to  bring  Mifery  and  Dif- 
frefs  upon  the  Town  and  Province. 

In  regard  to  the  Riot  of  the  toth  of  June, 
of  which  the  Board  have  repeatedly  expref- 
ed  their  Abhorrence,  and  have  advifed  that 
:he  Perpetrators  of  it  fihould  be  Profecuted 
oy  the  Attorney-General,  the  Board  have  in 
heir  Anfwer  to  his  Excellency’s  Reprefen¬ 
tation,  laid  before  them  the  27th  of  July 
aft,  given  a  juft  Account  of  the  occafion 
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of  that  Riot;  and  as  they  apprehend  it  ne- 
cefTary  that  the  laid  Account,  together  with 
all  the  proceedings  at  that  Time,  fhould  be 
made  public,  they  again  defire  his  Excel¬ 
lency  will  order  the  laid  Reprefentation  and 
Anfwer  to  be  printed  as  foon  as  may  be  in 
tire  public  News-Papers 

NUMBER  IV. 

0  W 

September  29. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Caftle -Willi am. 

The  Governor,  and  Twelve  of  the  Council 

prefent. 

ON  Lieut.  Col.  Dal rym pie’s  Requifition 
for  charters  for  one  of  the  Regi¬ 
ments  in  the  Town  of  Bofton,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  defired  that  the  board  would  reconfider 
the  Propofal  he  had  before  made  to  them 
of  fitting  up  the  Manufactory-Houfe  as  Bar¬ 
racks  for  the  Reception  of  Col.  Dalrym- 
ple’s  Regiment,  which  is  the  Regiment 
deftined  for  the  Town,  in  Cafe  it  can  be 
done  at  the  Expence  of  the  Crown  :  and  in 
Cafe  they  fhould  adhere  to  their  former 
Refolutions,  that  they  would  affign  the 
Reafons  therefore. 

*  This  repeated  Defire  the  Governor  difregarded. 
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'To  which  the  Board  made  the  following 

REPLY. 

IfTp  H  E  Board  having  already  confidered 
_J_  the  Propofal  of  fitting  up  the  Manu- 
fadory-Houfe  as  Barracks,  and  his  Excel¬ 
lency  having,  on  Application  made  to  him 
this  Day  in  Council,  refufed  them  an  Op- 
portunity  of  giving  any  fuller  anlwer  than 
what  they  have  already  given  to  the  laid 
Propofal,  unlefs  done  in  Council,  are  un¬ 
der  a  Necefiity  (faving  however  the  Right 
of  the  Board  in  all  Cafes  in  their  own  Way 
and  Manner,  to  make  Anfwer  to  any  Pro¬ 
pofal  made  to  them)  of  referring  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  to  the  Anfwer  already  given  as 
aforefaid  ;  and  with  which  they  waited  up- 
ion  his  Excellency  on  the  24th  Inftant. 

And  whereas  by  the  Act  of  Parliament 
relative  to  the  providing  Quarters  for  the 
Troops,  the  Quartering  of  them  before  the 
Barracks  and  Public  Houfes  are  full,  is 
only  cognizable  by  the  Civil  Officers  in  the 
faid  Adt  mentioned,  the  Board  apprehend 
Col.  Dalrymple  ought  by  the  faid  Adi,  fir  ft 
to  apply  to  the  Magiftrates  and  Civil  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Town  of  Bolton,  to  provide 
fuch  Quarters. 
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NUMBER  V. 

October  3. 

I  S  Excellency  communicated  to  the 
Board  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Dal¬ 
rymple,  acquainting  him  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  Orders  by  Exprefs  from  General 
Gage,  to  land  the  two  Regiments  from 
Halifax  at  Bofton,  and  that  he  was  under  a 
Neceffity  of  demanding  Quarters  for  them 
there  ;  and  deliring  that  Fuel,  Straw,  and 
the  other  Articles  directed  to  be  provided 
for  the  Troops,  may  be  got  in  Readinefs. 

Col.  Dalrymple  and  Capt.  Smith  defiring 
to  be  admitted  before  the  Board  came  to 
a  Determination,  they  were  admitted  ac¬ 
cordingly  ;  when  Col.  Dalrymple  took  oc¬ 
ean  on  to  explain  the  Intention  of  his  Re- 
quifition,  viz.  That  as  the  Board  could  not 
think  themfelves  authorifed  to  provide  Bar¬ 
racks  in  the  Town,  inafmuch  as  Barracks 
have  already  been  provided  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  at  Caftle- William,  he  had  encamped 
fome  of  his  Troops,  and  was  providing 
Barracks  for  the  reft  in  the  Town,  fo  that 
he  confidered  them  all  as  in  Barracks,  and 
demanded  Barrack  Provisions  accordingly* 
agreeable  to  Act  of  Parliament. 

Whereupon 


1 


."A  ’  \,X\ 


[  12  7  ] 

Whereupon  his  Excellency  moved  to  the 
Board,  that  they  would  appoint  fome  fuitable 
Perfon  or  Perfons  to  make  fuch  Provilion. 

On  Wednefday  October  5,  A.  M.  to  which 
Time  the  Board  was  adjourned,  the  follow- 
in0'  Anfwer  was  given  to  his  Excellency. 

ADVISED,  That  agreeable  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency’s  Motion,  one  or  more  Perlon  or  Per¬ 
fons  be  authorized  and  appointed  to  Jurniih 
and  fupply  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  put  and 
placed  in  the  Barracks,  with  Fire,  Candles, 
See.  as  particularly  mentioned  in  the  Act  ot 
Parliament:  Provided  the  Perfon  or  Perfons 
fo  to  be  authorized  and  appointed,  will  take 
the  ride  of  the  Province’s  paying  to  him  or 
them  all  fuch  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  lo 
by  them  paid,  laid  out  or  expended  for  the 
Purpofe  aforefaid. 

And  inafmuch  as  the  Board  in  Col.  Dal- 
rymple’s  Letter  aforefaid,  dated  the  30th  ult. 
and  before  his  coming  to  Town,  obferved  a 
Suggedion,  that  a  bad  Spirit  prevailed  here  ; 
and  that  in  confequence  of  it  General  Gage 
had  been  induced  to  order  both  Regiments  to 
be  landed  in  the  Town  :  but  as  Col.  Dal- 
rymple  muff  before  this  time  have  had  the 
fulled  evidence  that  no  fuch  Spirit  is  preva¬ 
lent  ;  and  that  the  Town  is  in  a  date  per¬ 
fectly  peaceful  and  quiet,  the  Board  doubt 
not  of  his  Judice  to  reprefent  it  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  accordingly ;  which  they  cannot  but 
apprehend  will  procure  from  the  General  a 
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I  e-call  of  his  laft  Order;  and  that  agreeable 
to  his  Letter  to  Governor  Bernard  of  the  12th 

II  *■'  onc  at  ’call;  of  the  faid  Regiments  will 
be  again  ordered  to  Caftle-  William. 

1  1  he  Board  ano  perfuade  themfelves,  that 
tne  fame  Reafon  will  induce  the  General  to 
order  the  Irifh  Regiments  to  Nova-Scotia, 
or  to  fome  other  Parts  where  his  Majefty’s 
Service  may  require  them. 

1  he  boaid  defire  the  Governor  to  fend  by 
the  Port  To-morrow,  a  Copy  of  this  Mi¬ 
nute  of  Council  to  General  Gage,  with  fuch 
Repi dentation  as  his  Excellency  thall  think 
proper,  to  induce  the  General  to  give  fuch 
Orders,  as  will  relieve  the  Town  and  Pro¬ 
vince  from  theirprefent  Anxiety  and  Diftrefs. 

His  Excellency  nominated  Jofeph  Gold- 
thwait,  jun.  Efq;  to  be  CommuTary  for  the 
Pu; pole  above-mentioned,  and  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  accordingly. 

What  follows  was  not  done  in  Council. 

NUMBER  VI. 

October  27. 

ANumoer  or  tne  C  ouncil  met  and  una— 
nimoufly  agreed  on  an  Addrefs  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Gage  :  and  the  next  Day  at  their  De¬ 
fire  it  was  prefented  to  him  by  Mr.  Bow- 
dom,  Col.  Sparhawk,  Mr.  Grav  and  MY. 
Pitts. — —It  here  follows. 


To 
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To  his  Excellency  General  GAGE,  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majefy’s  Forces  in  America. 

The  ADDRESS  of  the  Subfcribers,  Mem¬ 
bers  of  his  Majefty’s  Council  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  MajJachuJ'ets-Bay : 

SIR, 

A  General  Council  being  held  YeRerday 
„  gives  the  diftant  Members  of  it,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Members  in  the  Town  and 
Neighbourhood,  the  Pleafure  of  addrefling 
you. — We  take  this  firfl  opportunity  of  do¬ 
ing  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  pay  our  com¬ 
pliments  to  your  Excellency. 

In  this  time  of  public  diflrefs,  when  the 
General  Court  of  the  Province  is  in  a  Rate 
of  diffolution  ;  when  the  Metropolis  is  pof- 
fefled  by  Troops,  and  furrounded  by  Ships  of 
War;  and  when  more  Troops  are  daily  ex¬ 
pected,  it  affords  a  general  iatisfadion  that 
your  Excellency  has  vifited  the  Province, 
and  has  now  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
Rate  of  it  by  your  own  obfervation  and  en¬ 
quiry. 

Your  own  obfervation  will  give  you  the 
fulled;  evidence,  that  the  Town  and  Province 
are  in  a  peaceful  Rate. — Your  own  enquiry 
will  fatisfy  you,  that  tho’  there  have  been 
diforders  in  the  Town  of  BoRon,  fome  of 
them  did  not  merit  notice  ;  and  that  fuch  as 
did,  have  been  magnified  beyond  the  truth. 

Thole 
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Thofe  of  the  tSthof  March  and  loth  of 
June  are  laid  to  have  occalioned  the  above- 
mentioned  armament  to  be  ordered  hither. — 
I  he  firll  was  trivial,  and  could  not  have  been 
noticed  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Town, 
but  by  perfons  inimical  to  it ;  efpecially  as  it 
happened  in  the  evening  of  a  day  of  recrea¬ 
tion.  The  other  was  criminal,  and  the  ac¬ 
tors  in  it  were  guilty  of  a  riot :  but  we  are 
obliged  to  fay,  it  had  its  rife  from  thofe 
perfons  who  were  loudeft  in  their  complaints 
about  it,  and  who  by  their  overcharged  re- 
prelentations  of  it  have  been  the  occafion  of 
fo  great  an  armament  being  ordered  hither. 
We  cannot  perfuade  ourfelves  to  believe  they 
have  fufficient  evidence  to  fupport  fuch  re- 
prefentations ;  which  have  moft  unjudly 
brought  into  queftion  the  loyalty  of  as  loyal 
a  people  as  any  in  his  Majedy’s  dominions. 

This  misfortune  has  arifen  from  the  accu- 
fation  of  intereded  men,  whofe  avarice  ha¬ 
ving  {mothered  in  their  breads  every  fenti- 
ment  of  humanity  towards  this  Province,  has 
impelled  them  to  opprefs  it  to  the  utmoft  oi 
their  power ;  and  by  the  confequences  of  that 
oppreflion  effentially  to  injure  Great-Britain. 

From  the  candor  of  your  Excellency’s  fen- 
titlients  we  allure  ourfelves  you  will  not  en- 
tertain  any  apprehenfions,  that  we  mean  to 
judify  the  diforders  and  riotous  proceedings 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  Town  of  Bodon. 
We  deted  them,  and  have  repeatedly  and 
publickly  exprefied  that,  detedation  ;  and  in 
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Council  have  advifed  Governor  Bernard  to 
order  the  Attorney-General  to  profecute  the 
perpetrators  of  them  :  but  at  the  fame  time 
we  are  obliged  to  declare  in  juftice  to  the 
Town,  that  the  diforders  of  the  ioth  of 
June  laft,  occalioned  by  a  feizure  made  by 
the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms,  appear  to  have 
originated  with  thofe  who  ordered  the  fei- 
zure  to  be  made.  The  hour  of  making  the 
feizure  (at  or  near  fun-fet)  the  threats  and 
armed  force  ufed  in  it,  the  forcibly  carrying 
the  veflel  away,  and  all  in  a  manner  unpre¬ 
cedented,  and  calculated  to  irritate,  j ullif y  the 
apprehenfion  that  the  feizure  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  thefe  extraordinary  circumftances 
in  order  to  excite  a  riot,  and  furnifh  a  plaud- 
ble  pretence  for  requefting  Troops, — A  day 
or  two  after  the  riot,  and  as  if  in  profecution 
of  the  faff-mentioned  purpofe,  notwithftand- 
ing  there  was  not  the  lead  infult  offered  to 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms,  either  in 
their  perfons  or  property,  they  thought  fit  to 
retire,  on  the  pretence  of  fecurity  to  them- 
felves,  on  board  the  Romney  man  of  war, 
and  afterwards  to  Caftle-Williarn  ;  and  when 
there,  to  keep  up  the  idea  of  their  being  ftill 
in  great  hazard,  procured  the  Romney  and 
fevcral  other  veffcls  of  war  to  be  fo  ftationed 
as  to  prevent  an  attack  upon  the  Caftl< 
which  they  aftedted  to  be  afraid  of. 

Thefe  proceedings  have  doubtlefs 
place  to  induce  a  belief  among  the  officers 
ol  the  navy  and  army,  as  they  occafionally 
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came  hither*  that  the  Commillioners  were 
in  danger  of  being  attacked,  and  to  procure 
from  thofe  officers  reprefentations  coincident 
with  their  own,  that  they  really  were  fo. 
But  their  irequent  landing  on  the  Main,  and 
making  excursions  into  the  country,  where  it 
would  have  been  eafy  to  havefeized,  if  any 
injury  had  been  intended  them,  demonftrates 
the  inlincerity  of  their  declarations,  that 
they  immured  themfelves  at  the  Caftle  for 
fafety.  This  is  rather  to  be  accounted  for* 
as  being  an  effiential  part  of  the  concerted 
plan  ior  procuring  Troops  to  be  quartered 
here  :  in  which  they  and  their  coadjutors 
have  lucceeded  to  their  wiffi  :  but  unhappi¬ 
ly  to  the  mutual  detriment  and  uneafinefs  of 
both  countries. 

We  thought  k  abfolutely  neceffiary,  and 
our  duty  to  the  Town  and  Province  required 
us,  to  give  your  Excellency  this  detail,  that 
you  might  know  thclentiments  of  this  people, 
and  that  they  think  themfelves  injured,  and 
injured  by  men  to  whom  they  have  done  no 
injury. — From  the  jullice  of  your  Excellen¬ 
cy,  we  allure  ourfelves  your  miad  will  not 
admit  of  impreffions  to  their  difadvantage 
from  perfons  who  have  done  the  injury. 

Your  Excellency  in  your  letter  to  Governor 
Bernard,  of  the  12th  of  September,  gave  no¬ 
tice  that  one  of  the  regiments  from  Halifax 
was  ordered  for  the  prefent  to  Caftle-Wil- 
liam,  and  the  other  to  the  Town  ;  but  you 
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was  pleafed  afterwards  to  order  both  of  them 
into  the  Town.  • 

If  your  Excellency  when  you  know  the 
true  llate  of  the  Town,  which  we  can  allure 
you  is  quite  peaceable,  lhall  think  his  Majef- 
ty’s  fervice  does  not  require  thofe  regiments 
to  continue  in  the  Town,  it  will  be  a  great 
eafe  and  fatisfadion  to  the  inhabitants,  if 
you  will  pleafe  to  order  them  to  Caflle-  Wil¬ 
liam,  where  commodious  barracks  are  provi¬ 
ded  for  their  reception  ;  or  to  Point  Shirley, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  it :  in  either  of 
which  or  in  both  they  can  be  well  accom¬ 
modated. 

As  to  the  two  regiments  cxpeded  here 
from  Ireland,  it  appears  by  Lord  Hilllbo- 
rough’s  letter  of  the  30th  ©t  July,  they  were 
intended  for  a  different  part  of  North-Ame- 
rica. 

If  your  Excellency  fhall  think  it  not  in- 
confiflent  with  his  Majefty’s  fervice  that  they 
Ihould  be  fent  to  the  place  of  their  firft  del- 
tination,  it  will  contribute  to  the  eafe  and 
happinels  of  the  town  and  province,  if  they 
might  be  ordered  thither. 

As  we  are  true  and  faithful  fub;eds  of 
his  Majefty,  have  an  affedionate  regard  for 
the  Mother  country,  and  a  tender  feeling 
for  our  own,  our  duty  to  each  of  them 
make  us  wifh,  and  we  earneftly  beg  your 
Excellency  to  make  a  full  enquiry  into  the 
diforders  above-mentioned  j  into  the  caufes 
of  them  and  the  reprefentations  that  have 
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made  about  them  ;  in  doing  which  your 
Excellency  will  eafily  difcover  who  are  the 
perfons  that  from  lucrative  views  have  com¬ 
bined  againft  the  peace  of  this  town  and 
province  :  Some  of  whom  it  is  probable  have 
difcovered  thernlelves  already  by  their  own 
letters  to  your  Excellency, 

In  making  the  enquiry,  tho’  many  im¬ 
prudences  and  fome  criminal  proceedings 
may  be  found  to  have  taken  place,  we  are 
perluaded  from  the  candor,  generofity  and 
juftice  that  diftinguifh  your  charader;  your 
Excellency  will  not  charge  the  doings  of  a 
few  individuals,  and  thofe  of  an  inferior  fort, 
upon  the  Town  and  Province.  And  with 
regard  to  thofe  individuals,  if  any  circum- 
ftances  fhall  appear  juftly  to  extenuate  the 
criminality  of  their  proceedings,  your  Excel¬ 
lency  will  let  them  have  their  effed.— On 
the  fame' candor,  generofity  and  juftice  we 
can  rely,  that  your  Excellency’s  reprefen  ta- 
tions  of  this  affair  to  his  Majefty’s  minifters 
will  be  fuch,  as  evefi  the  criminals  themfelves 
fhall  allow  to  be  juft. 


Harrifon  Gray, 

James  RujJ'ell , 

John  Bradbury 
Royal  Tyler  9 
Samuel  White, 

James  Pitts , 

Samuel  Dexter . 

Bo  ft  on,  0  Bober  27, 


Samuel  Danfortk , 
John  Hill , 
jfaac  Royally 
John  Erving, 
James  Bowdoin , 
Gam .  Bradford, 
Thomas  Hid  bard, 
Nath .  Spar  hawk, 
1768. 
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To  the  foregoing  Addrefs  the  General  gave 
the  following  Anfwer. 


To  ■  the  Honourable  Meffieurs  Danforth, 
Hill ,  Royal ,  Er-ving,  Bowdoin,  Bradford , 
Hubbard,  Spar  hawk.  Gray,  Ruffed,  Brad¬ 
bury ,  Tyler,  White,  Pitts,  and  Dexter, 
Members  of  his  Majefty’s  Council  ol  the 
Province  of  MaJJdchufetts-Bay. 


Gentlemen, 


I  Return  you  thanks  jor  the  honor  you  do  me  in 
this  Addrefs ,  and  am  greatly  obliged  to  you 
for  the  good  opinion  you  are  pleafed  to  conceive 
of  me. 


Whatever  may  have  been  the  particular  caufes 
of  the  Diflurbances,  and  Riots,  which  have 
happened  in  the  Town  of  Bofton,  tlofe  Riots, 
and  the  Refolves  which  were  puklijked,  have  in¬ 
duced  his  Majefly  to  order  four  Regiments  to 
this  town,  to  proteB  his  loyal  Jubjccls,  in  their 
perfons,  and  properties,  and  to  ajjifi  the  civil 
magif  rates  in  the  execution  of  the  taws. 


The  difcipline  and  order  which  will  be  pre¬ 
fer  ved  among ff  the  Troops,  1  trufl,  will  render 
their  [lay,  in  no  Jhape  diflrefsjul  to  his  Majefly  s 
dutiful  fubjcBs  in  this  town  ;  and  that  the  fu¬ 
ture  behaviour  of  the  people,  will  jttflify  the 
bell  conllruBion  of  their  paft  aSlions,  which  I 
flatter  my f elf  will  be  fitch,  as  to  a  ford  me  a  fuff - 
ficer.t  foundation,  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefly, 
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the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the  mofi  part  of 
the  'Troops  *. 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

Eojlon,  Oclcbcr  28,  1768. 

NUMBER  VII. 

AT  feveral  Meetings  of  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council  in  November  and  December, 
1768,  Petitions  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament  were  agreed  to  by  the  major  Part 
of  the  Council  :  in  which  Petitions  they 
pray  in  the  moll  explicit  Manner,  for  the 
Repeal  of  the  feveral  Ads  of  Parliament  for 
railing  a  revenue  in  the  Colonies.  This  was 

*  The  foregoing  Addrefs  and  Anfwer  were  fent  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Rilllborough,  as  appears 
by  his  Letter  to  his  Lordlhip,  dated  at  Bolton,  Orfto- 
bei  31,  1768.  This  Letter  is  totally  deftitute  of  the 
Candor,  whscli  People  here  had  always  connected  with 
the  General’s  Character.  At  the  date  of  it,  he  had 
been  in  town  about  a  fortnight :  in  which  time,  from 
his  own  knowledge  and  obfervation,  he  could  not 
gain  fuch  an  acquaintance  with  the  chara&er  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  People  in  Gene¬ 
ral,  as  to  authorize  him  to  fay  fo  many  harlh  things 
concerning  them:  which,  at  the  fame  time,  areas 
unjuft,  as  they  are  harlh  and  precipitate.  The  Simi¬ 
litude  of  fentiment  in  this  Letter,  and  Governor 
Bernard’s  Letters  foregoing,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt 
from  whence  the  matter  of  it  was  furnilhed. 

As  the  General  thought  proper  to  ftep  out  of  his  line, 
and  had  undertaken  to  give  chara&ers,  a  regard  for 
the  Publicy  and  efpecially  for  himfelf,  Ihould  have 

induced  him  to  give  fuch  as  were  conftftcnt  with 
Truth. 
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done  fo  explicitly  to  prevent  the  Prayer  of 
their  Petition  to  the  King  being  mifunder- 
dood,  by  Means  of  what  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard  wrote  to  Lord  Hillfborough,  in  his 
Letter,  dated  July  16,  1768,  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  faid  Petition. 

The  Petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is 

as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  Honorable  the  COMMONS  of 
GREAT  BRITAIN,  in  Parliament 
alfembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  major  Part  of  his 
Majrjiy’s  Council  of  the  Province  0/' Mas¬ 
sachusetts -Bay  . 

HI  S  Majedy’s  mod:  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subje&s,  the  Council  of  the  faid  Pro¬ 
vince,  being  rendered  unable,  by  the  Diifo- 
lution  of  the  General  Court,  to  addrefs  you 
in  their  Legiflative  Capacity  :  We,  the  ma¬ 
jor  Part  of  the  faid  Council  (the  other  Mem¬ 
bers  living  too  remote  to  join  with  us)  beg 
Leave  to  do  it  on  a  Subject  of  the  greated 
importance,  not  only  to  this  Province  and 
the  Colonies  in  general,  but  to  Great-Britain 
in  particular,  and  humbly  to  reprefent  to 
this  honorable  Houfe, 

That  the  fird  Settlers  of  New-England, 
more  attentive  to  Religion  than  worldly 
Emolument,  planted  themfelves  in  this 
Country,  with  a  View  of  being  fecure  from 

re- 
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religious  Impoiition,  and  not  with  any  Ex* 
pedtations  ol  advancing  their  temporal  In- 
terefts,  which  the  Nature  of  the  Soil  forbad 
them  to  indulge  : 

That  they  obtained  a  Patent  of  this  Coun¬ 
try  from  king  Charles  the  Firft,  which,  tho’ 
vacated  in  the  unhappy  Times  of  James  the 
Second,  revived  in  the  prefent  Charter  of 
the  Province,  which  was  granted  in  the 
fucceeding  glorious  Reign  of  king  William 
and  queen  Pvlary,  who  by  faid  Charter 
confirmed  to  their  Subjects  in  this  Province, 
divers  important  Rights  and  Privileges,  par¬ 
ticularly  all  fuch  as  are  efi'ential  to,  and  con- 
ffitute  the  peculiar  Happinefs  of  Britilh  Sub¬ 
jects  :  founded  in  the  immutable  Laws  of 
Nature  and  Reafon,  and  infeparable  irom 
the  grand  and  ultimate  End  of  all  govern¬ 
ment,  the  Security  and  Welfare  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  and  which  have  been  enjoyed  till  of 
late,  without  Interruption  : 

That  from  the  Length  and  Severity  of 
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the  Winters,  the  Inferiority  of  the  Soil,  and 
the  great  Labour  neceffary  to  fubdue  it,  they 
underwent  incredible  Hardlhips  : 

That  befides  the  Climate  and  Soil,  they 
had  to  contend  with  a  numerous  and  barba¬ 
rous  Enemy,  which  made  frequent  Inroads 
upon  them,  broke  up  their  exterior  Settle¬ 
ments,  and  feveral  times  had  nearly  accom¬ 
pli  filed  their  utter  Deftrudtion  by  Means 
whereof  they  were  kept  in  perpetual  Alarms, 

and 
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and  their  country  made  the  Scene  of  Ra¬ 
pine  and  Slaughter: 

That  nothing  but  the  moll  invincible  For¬ 
titude,  animated  by  the  Principles  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  warmed:  Attachment  to  that 
civil  Liberty  which  the  Britifh  Conditution 
fo  happily  defines  and  fecures,  could  have 
enabled  them  to  fudain  the  Hardfhips  and 
Didrefies  that  came  upon  them  by  thofe 
Caufes. — Nothing  lefs  could  have  induced 
them  to  perlevere  in  the  Settlement  of  a 
Country,  from  which  in  its  bed  Fdate  they 
had  only  to  expedt  a  fcanty  Sublidence  ;  and 
that  in  Confequence  of  their  unremitted  La¬ 
bour  : 

That  by  this  Labour,  thofe  Hardfhips  and 
Didrefies,  they  not  only  dearly  purchafed 
their  Settlements  here,  but  acquired  an  addi¬ 
tional  Title,  over  and  above  their  common 
i  Claim  as  Men,  and  as  Britifh  Subjects,  to 
rthe  Immunities  and  Privileges  granted  them 
lby  Charter,  and  which  they  have  tranlinit- 
:tted  to  their  Children  and  Succefibrs,  the  pre¬ 
sent  Inhabitants,  his  Majedy’s  faithful  bu'o- 
jjecds  of  this  Province. 

That  the  prefent  Inhabitants,  tho’  more 
nappily  circumdanced  than  their  Ancedors, 
and  though  fome  among  them,  efpecially  in 
:he  trading  Towns,  may  live  in  Affluence, 
yet,  from  the  Operation  of  the  fame  Caufes 
the  Length  and  Severity  of  the  Winters  and 
:he  Stubbornefs  and  Infertility  of  the  Soil) 
lare  now  able  with  all  their  Labour,  to  ob- 
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tain  but  a  comfortable,  and  many  of  them 
but  a  (lender.  Support  for  themfelves  and 
Families  :  Their  Cloathing,  of  which  in 
this  cold  CJimatemore  is  required  than  other- 
wife  would  be  neceffary,  and  which  Tome 
imall  Part  made  by  themfelves  only  except¬ 
ed)  is  made  of  the  Woollens  and  other  Ma¬ 
nufactures  of  Great  Britain  ;  the  other  ne- 
cefiary  Articles  of  Subfiftence,  and  the  year¬ 
ly  Taxes  upon  their  Polls  and  on  their  Real 
and  Perfonal  Eftates,  requiring  the  whole  or 
nearly  the  whole  Produce  of  their  Lands. 

That  by  their  Means  his  Majefty’s  Domi¬ 
nions  have  been  enlarged,  his  Subjects  in- 
creafed,  and  the  Trade  of  Great-Britain  ex¬ 
tended  :  All  in  a  Degree  envied  by  her  Ene¬ 
mies,  and  unexpected  by  her  Friends;  and 
all  without  any  expence  to  her  till  the  late 
Wan 

That  in  the  late  War,  without  recurring 
to  the  former  Expeditions  again  ft  Canada, 
to  the  Reduction  of  Nova-Scotia  in  Seven¬ 
teen  hundred  and  ten  ;  to  the  Prefervation 
of  it  feveral  Times  fince  ;  to  the  Conqueft 
of  Louifbourg  with  its  dependent  Territo¬ 
ries  in  Seventeen  hundred  and  forty-five,  the 
Reddition  of  which  was  efteemed  by  France 
an  ample  equivalent  for  all  her  Conquefts  du¬ 
ring  on  her  Part  a  fucccefsful  War,  and  gave 
Peace  to  Europe.— Upon  his  Majefty’s  Re¬ 
quid  t  ions  and  the  Requifitions  of  his  Royal 
Grandfather,  thus  Province  in  the  laft  War 
yearly  raifed  a  large  Body  of  Troops  to  affift 
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Conjunction  with  the  other  Colony 
Troops,  in  reducing  the  French  Power  in 
America  :  The  Expence  whereof  was  very 
preat,  and  would  have  been  infupportable, 
had  not  Part  of  it  been  refunded  by  Parlia¬ 
ment,  from  a  Conviction  of  our  Inability  to 
bear  the  whole  : 

That  the  Lofs  of  Men  in  the  feveral 
Campaigns  of  that  War  was  great,  and  to 
fo  young  a  country  very  detrimental,  and 
could  not  be  compenfated  by  Grants  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  to  which  thofe  Grants  had  no 
RefpeCt : 

That  the  Acquifition  of  fo  large  a  Part  of 
America  by  his  Majefty’s  Arms,  though  a 


great  national  Good,  and  greatly  beneficial 
to  the  Colonies,  as  thereby  they  have  been 
freed  from  the  Hostilities  of  the  French,  and 
(in  a  good  Meafure)  of  the  Indians  that 
were  under  their  influence,  has  in  divers  re- 
fpeCts  operated  to  the  Detriment  of  the 
Colonies ;  particularly  by  diminishing  the 
Value  of  real  Eftates,  and  drawing  their  In¬ 
habitants  from  them  to  fettle  the  new  ac¬ 
quired  Territory  : 

That  the  laid  Acquisitions  have  occasion¬ 


ed  new  and  increasing  Demands  for  the  Ma¬ 
nufactures  of  Great-Britain,  and  have  o- 
pened  to  her.  Sources  of  Trade  greatly  be¬ 
neficial,  and  continually  enlarging  :  The 
Benefits  of  which  center  in  hertelf,  and 


which,  with  the  extenfive  Territories  acquir¬ 
ed,  are  apprehended  to  be  an  ample  Equi 
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valent  for  all  the  Charges  of  the  War  in  A- 
merica  ;  and  for  the  Expences  of  defending, 
protecting  and  fecuring  the  faid  Territories  : 

That  this  Province  in  particular  is  ftili  in 
Debt  on  Account  of  the  Charge  incurred  by 
the  late  War  : 

That  the  yearly  Taxes — excepting  the 
prefent  Year,  on  which  no  public  Tax  has 
been  yet  laid,  by  Reafon  of  a  general  Va¬ 
luation  of  Eftates  through  the  Province, 
which  could  not  be  compleated  before  the 
Diffolution  of  the  late  General  Affiembly, 
but  which  will  probably  be  refumed  when 
anew  Affembly  fhall  be  called — that  the 
yearly  Taxes  upon  the  People  for  leffening 
the  faid  Debt,  though  not  fo  great  as  during 
the  War,  are  neverthelefs  with  more  diffi¬ 
culty  paid,  by  Reafon  of  the  greater  Scarcity 
of  Money  : 

That  the  Scarcity  of  Money  in  the  Colo-?- 
nies  is  owing  to  the  Balance  of  their  Trade  j 
with  Great  -  Britain  being  againft  them: 
which  Balance  (exclufive  of  the  Operation 
of  the  feveral  Acts  of  Parliament  taxing  the  - 
Col  onies,  by  laying  certain  Duties  for  the 
Purpofe  of  raifing  a  Revenue  from  them) 
drains  them  of  their  Money,  to  the  great 
Embarraffiment  of  their  Trade,  the  only 
Soprce  of  it  : 

That  this  Embarraffiment  is  much  increaf- 
ed  by  the  late  Regulations  of  Trade;  and 
by  the  Tax-Adts  aforefaid,  which  draw  im¬ 
mediately  from  Tradp  the  Money  neceffary 

to 


1 


[  143  I 

to  fupport  it ;  on  the  Support  whereof  the 
Payment  of  the  Balance  aforefaid  depends : 

That  the  faid  Tax-Adts  operating  to  the 
Detriment  of  theTrade  of  the  Colonies,  muft 
likewife  operate  to  the  Detriment  of  Great- 
Britain,  by  difabling  the  Colonifts  from  paying 
theDebtdue  to  her,  and  by  laying  them  under 
a  Neceffityof  ufing  lefs  of  her  Manufactures : 

That  by  the  Ufe  and  Confumption  of  the 
Manufactures  of  Great-Britain,  which  are 
virtually  charged  with  moft  of  the  Taxes 
that  take  Place  there,  the  Colonies  pay  no 
inconfiderable  Part  of  thofe  Taxes: 

That  by  feveral  Acts  of  Parliament  the 
Colonies  are  retrained  from  importing  mot 
of  the  Commodities  of  Europe,  unlefs  from 
Great-Britain  :  which  occaficns  her  Manu¬ 
factures  and  all  Commodities  coming  from 
her  to  be  dearer  charged,  which  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  Tax  upon  them. 

That  the  Colonies  are  prohibited  fending 
to  foreign  Markets  many  valuable  Articles 
of  their  produce  ;  which  giving  to  Great- 
Britain  an  Advantage  in  the  Price  of  them, 
is  a  proportionable  and  a  further  Tax  upon 
the  Colonies  : 

That  the  Exports  of  the  Colonies,  all 
their  Gold  and  Silver,  and  their  whole  Pow¬ 
ers  of  Remittance,  fall  fnort  of  the  charged 
Value  of  what  they  import  from  Great- 
Britain  : 

T  hat  if  it  be  confidered  what  Difficulties 
the  Colonies  encountred  on  their  firft  Settle¬ 
ment,  their  having  defended  themfelves 
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(Nova-Scotia  and  Georgia  excepted)  without 
any  Expence  to  Great-Britain  ;  the  Affiftan- 
ces  given  by  them  in  the  late  War,  whereby 
the  Empire  of  Great-Britain  is  fo  greatly- 
extended,  and  its  Trade  proportionably  in- 
crealed  ,•  the  Diminution  of  the  Value  of 
their  Eftates,  and  the  Emigration  of  their 
Inhabitants  occafioned  by  that  Extenfion,  the 
Lofs  ol  Men  in  the  faid  Wdr,  peculiarly 
detrimental  to  young  Countries  ;  the  Taxes 
on  them  to  fupport  their  own  internal  Go¬ 
vernment  ;  the  Share  they  pay  of  the  Duties 
and  Taxes  in  Britain  by  the  Confumption 
ol  Britifh  Manufadtures,  for  which  fuch  va¬ 
luable  Returns  are  made;  the  Reftraints  upon 
their  Trade,  equivalent  to  a  Tax;  the  Ba¬ 
lance  of  Trade  continually  again!!  them,  and 
their  confequent  Inability  to  pay  the  Duties 

laid  by  the  Adis  aforefaid.— - If  thefe  Fadts 

be  confidered,  we  humbly  conceive  it  muft 
appear,  that  his  Majefcy’s  Subjedis  in  the  Co¬ 
lonies  have  been,  and  are  at  lea!!  as  much 
burthened  as  thofe  in  Great-Britain ;  and 
that  they  are,  whilft  in  America,  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  Britain,  than  if  they  were 
tranfplanted  thither,  and  fubjecled  to  all  the 
Duties  and  Taxes  paid  there  : 

We  beg  L  eave  to  lay  this  Reprefen tation 
before  this  honourable  Houfe,  humbly  pray¬ 
ing  your  favourable  Confideration  of  it ;  and 
that  the  Charter  Rights  and  Privileges  of 
the  People  of  this  Province,  and  their  inva¬ 
luable  Liberties  as  Britilh  Subjedts,  may  be 

fecured 
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fecured  to  them  j  and  that  the  feveral  Adis  of 
Parliament  made  for  the  Purpofe  of  raifing 
a  Revenue  in  America,  may  be  repealed. 

In  the  Name  of  the  major  Part  of  the 
Council  aforefaid, 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  DANFORTHj 

Prefident  of  the  Council. 

NUMBER  VIII. 

The  DECLARATION  of  the  Overfeers  of 
the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Bojlon,  viz. 

HIS  Excellency  Governor  Bernard  having 
been  pleafed  in  his  Letter  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hilllborough,  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
dated  November  the  i ft,  1768,  to  inform 
his  Lordfhip,  That  “  when  the  Report  of 
“  Troops  coming  here  was  firft  confirmed, 
“  all  Kinds  of  People  were  thruft  into  this 
“  Building,  (viz.  the  Manufactory  Houfe 
“  in  this  Town)  and  the  Work-Houfe  it- 
“  felf  was  opened,  and  the  People  confined 
“  there  were  permitted  to  go  into  the  Ma- 
nufadtory  Houfe.’’  And  the  Governor 
adds  that,  “  this  was  admitted  to  be  true  in 
“  Council  by  one  of  the  Board  who  is  an 
“  Overfeer  of  the  Poor,  and  a  Principal 
“  therein.” 


His  Excellency  is  further  pleafed  to  fay, 
“  Thus  th  is  Building  belonging  to  the  Go- 
“  vernment,  and  affigned  by  the  Governor 
“  and  Council  for  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  is  kept 
“  filled  with  the  Outcafi;  of  the  Work- 
“  Houfe,  and  the  Scum  of  the  Town,  to 
“  prevent  its  being  ufed  for  the  Accommo- 
“  dation  of  the  King’s  Troops.” 

It  is  incumbent  on  us  who  were  then  the 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town,  to  whofe 
Care  and  Government  the  Work-Houfe  is 
by  Law  committed,  as  well  in  juftice  to 
our  own  Charadter,  as  from  a  Regard  to 
Truth  to  declare,  That  it  never  was  our 
Practice,  nor  did  we  ever  in  any  Inftance  fet 
open  the  Work-Houfe  Doors  for  a  general 
Releafe. — That  the  Manufadtory-Houfe  is  a 
Building  which  we  in  our  Office  had  no 
manner  of  Concern  with,  and  we  never  did 
permit  Perfons  confined  in  the  Work-Houfe 
to  go  into  the  fame  or  even  connive  at  it.— 
On  the  contrary,  by  Virtue  of  the  Authority 
veiled  in  us  by  the  Laws  of  the  Province  to 
order  and  confine  idle  and  difiolute  Perfons 
to  the  Work-Houfe,  we  have  taken  fundry 
Perfons  of  fuch  Character  from  the  Manu- 
fadtory-Houfe  and  confined  them  in  the 
Work-Houfe.  That  particularly  in  the 
Months  ot  January  and  February  1768, 
feveral  Perfons  were  removed  from  thence 
to  the  Work-Houfe,  who  were  pofitively 
prohibited  returning  to  the  Manufadtory- 
Houfe,  and  they  were  finally  releafed  upon 
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exprefs  Condition  of  their  finding  other 
Habitation. 

And  further,  We  declare  that  in  the  Dif- 
mifiion  of  any  Perfon  from  the  Work- 
Houfe,  we  never  had  it  in  Contemplation 
that  they  ihould  return  to  the  Manufadtory- 
Houfe,  more  el'pecially  with  a  View  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  King’s  Troops  from  being  ac¬ 
commodated  there ;  as  we  never  could  con¬ 
ceive  fuch  a  Building  would  be  afiigned  for 
that  Purpofe. 

Workhoufe-Hall,  Bojlon ,  April  15,  1769, 


Jofeph  Waldo , 

John  Barrett , 

^-5  g 

John  Leverett , 

Royal  Tyler, 

/Uh  >< 

John  Gore, 

Benjamin  Dolbears, 

f 

Vb-s 

Samuel  Partridge , 

William  Whitwell, 

r  05  -2 

Tho?nas  Tyler , 
j  ohn  Bradford, 

J  Villi  am  Greenleaf, 

\  ^  M 

W  0 

William  IVhite, 

J  -*•  0 

Q  P-t 

Suffolk,  fif.  Bojlon,  April  15,  1769. 


HEN  the  above-named  John  Bar - 
Jf  rett,  Efq;  the  Honorable  Royal  Tyler, 
Efq;  Mr.  Benjamin  Dolbcarc,  Mr.  William 
1  Whit  well,  Mr.  William  Greenlee. /,  William 


■White,  Efq;  Mr.  JoJeph  Waldo, .John  Leverett , 

.  Efq;  John  Gore,  Efq;  Mr.  Samuel  Partridge, 
'Thomas  Tyler,  Efq;  and  Mr.  John  Bradford, 

feverally  made  lolemn  Oath  to  the  Truth  of 
the  within  and  foregoing  Declaration,  fub- 
feribed  by  them, 

Before  hq  John  Ru^0ck,  1  Juftices  of 
’  Belcher  Noyes,  ^  the  Peace 

Quorum  Units . 


Mr. 


U 
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Mr.  Bollan’s  Petition  to  the  Houfe  of 

Commons. 


A  Copy  of  this  Petition  was  received  from 


Mr.  Bollan,  with  the  Copies  of  Governor 
Bernard’s  Letters  foregoing.  The  Refo- 
lutions,  on  which  the  laid  Petition  is 
grounded,  and  in  which  the  Council  and 
Houfe  of  Reprefen tatives  of  this  Province 
are  unjuftly  cenfured,  were  occafioned  by 
the  Mifreprefentations  of  the  faid  Go¬ 
vernor.  As  the  Petition  is  upon  a  Matter 
of  great  Importance  to  all  his  Majefty’s 
Subjedls  in  America,  and  has  fome  relati¬ 
on  to  the  Subjedt  of  the  foregoing  Let¬ 
ters,  it  is  here  inferted. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Commons  of  Great- Bri¬ 
tain  in  Parliament  affembled . 

The  Petition  of  W r  Xi  L  I A  M  13 OL  L  A  N y  O jF 
Bofton ,  in  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts - 
Bay y  Efq; 

Mojl  humbly  flews, 


L  '  H  A  T  the  Right  Honorable  the 


Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  hav¬ 


ing  lent  to  this  Hon.  Houfe  certain  refolu- 
tions,  with  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  for 
their  concurrence,  by  which  refolutions  their 
Lordfhips  have  cenfured  the  council  and  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  (aid  province,  and  the 


civil 
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civil  magiflrates  of  Bofton,  for  feveral  caufes, 
and  the  addrefs  fuppofes  that  the  fubjeds  of 
our  Lord  the  King,  born  and  refiant  in  his 
colonies  in  America,  and  his  Majefty’s  other 
fubjeds  living  there,  are  liable  to  be  taken 
from  their  proper  domicil,  and  brought  into 
England,  and  there  tried  for  treafon,  or 
mifprifion  of  treafon  prefumed  to  have  been 
by  them  committed  in  any  of  the  colonies, 
your  petitioner,  with  all  due  reverence  to 
their  Lordfhips  and  this  honorable  Houfe, 
conceives  this  fuppofition  is  erroneous  and 
fubverfive  of  the  true  conftitution  of  the 
colonies,  formed  by  the  ada  regia  of  feveral 
Princes,  upon  the  advice  of  able  coun- 
fellors  and  great  lawyers,  and  corroborated 
by  feveral  ads  of  parliament. 

II.  That  the  refolutions  or  addrefs  con¬ 
tain  no  exprefs  charge  or  mention  of  any 
certain  treafon,  with  an  overt  ad  manifefling 
it,  committed,  or  prefumed  to  have  been 
committed  within  the  province  of  Maffa- 
chuletts-Bay,  as  the  proper  foundation  of 
the  fubfequent  proceedings  in  the  addrefs 
mentioned. 

III.  That  the  law  having  with  great  wif- 
dom  difhinguifhed  offences,  and  given  them 
feveral  names  fuitable  to  their  refpedive  na¬ 
tures,  and  the  fafety  of  the  fubjed,  requir¬ 
ing  precifion  in  all  proceedings  in  criminal 
cafes,  your  petitioner  humbly  conceives  thefe 
diftindions  are  ever  to  be  obferved  with 

U  2  certainty. 
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certainty,  and  more  efpecially  In  proceed¬ 
ings  of  To  great  importance. 

1  v .  That  at  common  law  there  was  a 
great  latitude  ufed  in  railing  of  offences  into 
the  crime  and  puniihment  of  treafon,  by 
way  of  interpretation  and  arbitrary  conftrudi- 
on,  which  brought  in  great  inconvenience 
and  '  uncertainty  lb  that  before  the  ftatute 
of  2y  b.dw.  Hi.  the  crime  of  treafon  was  fo 
uncertain  and  arbitrary,  that  almofl  every 
offence  that  was,  or  feetned  to  be  a  breach 
of  the  faith  and  allegiance  due  to  the  King, 
was  by  conftrudion  and  confequence  raifed 
into  the  offence  of  high  treafon  ;  wherefore 
it  became  abfolutely  nepeflary  that  there 
floould  be  fome  fixed  and  fettled  boundary 
for  this  great  crime,  which  was  happily  ef¬ 
fected  by  that  ftatute,  which  fo  far  excels  in 
policy  and  wifdom,  that,  fave  Magna  Charta, 
“  No  ad  of  parliament  hath  had  more  ho- 
“  nour  given  unto  it  by  the  King,  Lords  fpi- 
“  ritual  and  temporal,  and  the  Commons  of 
{£  the  realm,  for  the  time  being  in  full  par- 
■c  Lament  than  this  ad,”  hath  had  when 
found  judgment  and  provident  foi  efight  took 
place,  and  the  departures  from  it  in  violent 
and  improvident  times  have  been  attended 
with  great  mifehiefs  and  dangers. 

V.  1  hat  in  the  next  reign,  thro’  the  want 
or  due  regard  for  this  ftatute  in  the  King, 
his  Mimfters,  Judges  and  Parliaments,  the 
great  boundary  of  treafon  thereby  afeertain- 
ed  was  broken,  and  conftrudive  treafons 

being 
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being  let  in,  they,  by  various  viciffitudes, 
mifchieved  all  parties,  enabled  their  leaders, 
as  they  alternately  prevailed,  to  cutoff  their 
opponents,  and  left  great  unquietnefs  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  were  indeed  one  of 
the  occalions  of  the  unhappinefs  of  that  mil- 
guided  Prince.  Among  other  things  the 
King  enquired  of  his  two  chief  juftices,  and 
divers  other  judges,  what  punifhment  they 
deferved  who  had  compelled  or  conflrained 
the  King  to  make  a  certain  ftatute,  ordina¬ 
tion  and  commiffion ;  to  which  queftion  they 
unanimoufly  anlwered  that  they  werejuftly 
to  be  punilhed  as  traitors.  Allb  how  they 
were  to  be  punilhed  who  hindered  the  King 
from  exercifing  what  pertained  to  the  regali¬ 
ty  and  his  prerogative  ;  to  which  they  like- 
wife  unanimoufly  anlwered  that  they  Ihould 
alfo  be  punilhed  as  traitors,  with  feveral  other 
quefeions  and  anfwers  to  the  like  purpole. 
This  extravagant  and  extrajudicial  declara¬ 
tion  of  treafon  by  thefe  judges  gave  prefen  t- 
]y  an  univerfal  olfence  to  the  kingdom,  for 
prefently  it  bred  great  infecurity  to  all  per¬ 
sons  ;  and  for  this  very  caufe,  within  the 
fpace  of  feven  months,  t’nofe  judges  were  in 
parliament  adjudged  to  furfer  as  traitors. 
Trelilian,  chief  juftice,  was  executed,  and 
the  lives  of  the  reft  being  fpared  they  were 
banifhed  into  Ireland  :  and  the  proceedings 
in  this  reign  alone  fuffice  fully  to  evince,  ;. 
The  great  importance  of  the  ftatute  of  25 
Edw.  ill.  with  the  utility  and  neceffity  of 
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ft r icily  obferving  it.  2.  How  dangerous  it 
is  to  depart  from  the  letter  of  that  ftatute, 
and  to  multiply  and  inhance  offences  into 
trealon  by  general  or  ambiguous  words,  as 
accroaching  of  loyal  power,  fubverting  of 
fundamental  laws,  and  the  like.  3.  How 
dangerous  it  is  by  conftrubtion  and  analogy 
to  make  treafons  where  the  letter  of  the  law 
has  not  done  it ;  for  fuch  a  method  admits 
of  no  limits  or  bounds,  but  runs  as  far  as 
the  wit  and  invention  of  accufers,  and  the 
odioufnefs  and  deteftation  of  perfons  accufed 
will  carry  men. 

VI.  That  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
who  in  the  latter  part  of  it  became  arbitrary 
and  levere,  treafons  were  exceedingly  mul¬ 
tiplied,  and  his  parliaments  were  fo  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  mutable  and  violent  will,  that  in 
the  3  1  ft  year  of  his  reign  they  enadted,  that 
the  proclamations  of  the  King  and  Council, 
or  the  more  part  of  them,  concerning  reli¬ 
gion,  or  other  matters,  fhould  be  obeyed  as 
though  they  were  made  by  abt  of  parliament, 
under  fuch  penalties  and  pains  as  to  him  and 
them  fhould  feem  neceifary,  and  that  they 
who  difobeyed  them,  and  went  beyond  fea, 
contemptuoufly  to  avoid  anfwering  fuch  of¬ 
fence,  fhould  be  guilty  of  treafon,  and  in 
the  34th  year,  in  further  fubverfion  of  the 
conftitufion  and  common  fafety  of  the  realm, 
they  enacted  that  judgment  might  be  given 
againft  any  of  the  offenders  by  nine  of  the 
King’s  council.  And  the  King,  in  matters 
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which  concerned  his  wives,  daughters,  and 
fucceflors  of  the  crown,  being  chiefly  go¬ 
verned  by  his  inclinations,  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment  having  “  put  in  his  hands  wholly  the 
**  order  and  declaration  of  the  fucceflors  of 
“  the  realm”,  by  the  adds  made  in  25th, 
28th,  and  35th  years  of  his  reign,  feveral 
arbitrary  and  contradidtory  inftitutions  and 
provifions  relative  to  his  marriages  and  his 
iffue,  with  the  difpofal,  and  conditional  li¬ 
mitations  of  the  fucceflors  of  the  crown, 
were  made  ;  and  in  fupport  of  his  various  in¬ 
ftitutions  numerous  treafons  were  created. 
Among  others  it  was  made  trealon  by  words 
to  derogate  from  feveral  of  his  marriages, 
and  words  alone  which  fhould  be  ufed  in 
prejudice  to  any  of  the  manifold  provifions 
contained  in  the  different  inftitutions  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  adds  of  the  28th  and  35th 
years  were  made  treafon ;  and  altho’  the 
greateft  contrarieties  refpedding  matters  the 
moft  interefting  had  notorioufly  taken  place 
in  parliament,  yet  the  laft  declaration  of  his 
will  was  to  be  held  facred,  and  his  fubjedds 
were  reduced  to  fuch  an  abjedd  condition,  that 
they  muft  either  deem  him  infallible,  tho’ 
fubjedt  to  the  greateft  failings,  or  be  dumb 
on  pain  of  death  ;  v/herefore  it  was  well 
faid  by  a  foreigner,  that  this  King  with  the 
papal  fupremacy  had  likewife  taken  to  him- 
felf  the  papal  infallibility.  Immediately  af¬ 
ter  pafling  the  adt  of  the  35th  year  of  this 
King  s  reign,  whereby  the  crown  was  provi- 
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fi  on  ally  limited  to  his  daughters  Mary  and 
Elizabeth,  who  had  before  been  declared  il¬ 
legitimate  by  the  King  and  parliament,  and 
publishing  them  to  be  the  King’s  lawful  chil¬ 
dren  made  treafon,  and  who  by  the  molt  plain 
and  neceffary  implication,  were  declared  ille¬ 
gitimate  by  this  very  aft,  which  created  fo 
many  treafons,  in  Support  of  thefe  limitations, 
with  others,  the  ad  entitled,  “  an  ad  for 
“  the  trial  of  treafons  committed  out  of  the 
“  King’s  dominions,”  by  the  addrefs  fuppo- 
fed  to  extend  to  the  colonies,  was  made,  \ 
with  intent,  it  is  prefumed,  more  certainly 
to  punifh  thofe  whofhould  in  Scotland,  whofe 
King,  according  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  def- 
cent,  would,  on  prince  Edward’s  death  with¬ 
out  iffue,  in  cafe  the  Ladies  Mary  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  were  illegitimate,  have  good  and  clear 
right  to  the  crown,  or  in  any  other  foreign 
Prince’s  dominions,  by  word  or  deed  oppofe 
thefe  limitations ;  and  moreover,  thofe  who 
Should  offend  againft  the  immediate  fuc- 
ceeding  aft,  whereby  the  Pyle  of  Supreme 
head  of  the  church  of  England  and  Ireland 
was  annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  Eng¬ 
land  5  and  it  was  made  treafon  to  imagine 
to  deprive  any  to  whom  the  crown  was  or 
Should  be  limited  of  any  of  their  titles,  Styles, 
names,  degrees,  royal  dtate  or  regal  power 
annexed  to  the  crown  of  England.  .1 

VII.  That  all  the  treafons  enabled  in  this 
King’s  reign  were  abrogated  by  the  Statutes 
of  lftEdw.  VI.  and  ill  Mary.  The  former 
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created  fome  new  treafons  :  but  the  latter  at 
one  blow  laid  flat  all  thofe  numerous  trea¬ 
fons,  mifpriflons,  &c,  enadted  flnce  25th 
Edward  3d,  which  excellent  ftatute,  as  it  is 
called  by  both  the  chief  juftices  Coke  and 
Hale,  contains  as  the  former  obfcrves,  two 
rules  afluredlv  true;  the  2 ft.  “  That  the 

J 

“  ftate  of  a  King  ftandeth  and  confifteth 
“  more  allured  by  the  love  and  favour  of 
“  thefubjedl  toward  their  Sovereign,  than  in 
“  the  dread  and  fear  of  laws  made  with  ri- 
<c  gorous  pains  and  extreme  punifhment  for 
“  not  obeying  their  Sovereign.  And  the 
**  other.  That  laws  juftly  made  for  the  pre- 
“  fervation  of  the  common  weal,  without 
“  extreme  punilhment  or  penalty,  are  more 
“  often,  and  for  the  moft  part  better  obeyed 
“  than  laws  and  ftatutes  made  with  great 
“  and  extreme  punifhment.  Mitius  impe- 
“  ranti  melius  paretur.” 

VIII.  That  no  one  of  the  prefent  refolu- 
tions  contains  any  matter  which  is  treafon 
within  the  ftatute  of  the  25th  of  Edward 
3d,  and  for  farther  illuftration  herein  your 
petitioner  fubmits  to  this  honourable  houfe, 
x.  the  cafe  of  Nicholas  de  Segrave,  ftated 
by  Sir  E.  Coke  in  his  pleas  of  the  crown, 
with  his  annex’d  remark,  viz.  “  Nicholas 
“  de  Segrave  was  charged  in  open  pa.rlia- 
“  ment  in  praefentia  domini  regis,  co- 
£c  mitum,  baronum,  &  aliorum  de  confilio 
“  Regis  tunc  ibi  cxiftent,  that  the  King  in 
“  the  war  of  Scotland  being  amongft  his 
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,c  enemies,  Nicholas  de  Segrave  his  liege 
t%  man,  and  holding  of  the  King  by  homage 
'e  and  fealty,  ferved  him  for  his  aid  in  that 
“  war,  did  malicioufly  move  contention  and 
difcord  withoutcaufe  with  Johnde  Cromb- 
“  well,  charging  him  with  many  enormous 
“  crimes,  and  offer’d  to  prove  it  upon  his 
“  body.  To  whom  the  faid  John  anfwered, 
that  he  would  anfvver  him  in  the  King’s 
“  court,  as  the  court  fhould  confider,  &c. 
es  and  thereupon  gave  him  his  faith.  After 
“  Nicholas  withdrew  himfelf  from  the 
“  King’s  holt,  and  from  the  King’s  aid, 
“  leaving  the  King  amongft  his  enemies  ;  in 
“  periculo  hoftium  fuorum,  and  adjourned 
<£  the  faid  John  to  defend  himfelf  in  the  court 
“  of  the  King  of  France,  and  prefix’d  him 
“  a  certain  day, -et  lie,  quantum  in  eo  fuit, 
“  fubjiciens  et  fubmittens  dominium  regis 
“  &  regni  fubjedlioni  domini  regis  Francia; : 
“  ad  hoc  faciendum  iter  fuum  arripuit  uf- 
“  que  Doveriam,  ad  transfretandum,  &c. 
**  All  which  the  faid  Nicholas  confeffed,  et 
voluntati  domini  regis  de  alto  &  baffoinde 
IC  fe  fubmifit  :  et  fuper  hoc  dominus  rex  vo- 
tc  lens  habere  avifamentum  comitum,  ba- 
“  ronum,  magnatum,  et  aliorum  de  confilio 
fuo,  injunxit  iildern  in  hornagio,  fideli- 
“  tate,  &  ligeantia  quibus  ei  tenentur,  quod 
“  ipfum  fideliter  confulerent,  qualis  pasna 
tl  pro  tali  facto  lie  cognito  fuerit  infligenda  : 
i(  qui  omnes,  habito  fuper  hoc  diligenti  trac- 
“  tatu&  avifamento,  confideratis  &  intellec- 
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te  tis  omnibus  in  prsedidto  fadto  contends, 
&c.  dicunt  quod  hujufmodi  fadtum  mere- 
“  tur  amiffionem  vitas  &  membrorum.  See. 
“  fo  as  this  offence  was  then  folemnly 
“  adjudged  high  treafon.  But  this  is  taken 
“  away  by  this  Adi  of  25th  Edw.  3.  being 
“  not  under  any  of  the  claffes  or  heads  fpe- 
“  cified  in  this  Adi.”  2.  The  Adi  2  Hen. 
5,  recites  that  great  rumours,  congregations 
and  infurredtions  had  been  made  by  the  Lol¬ 
lards,  with  intent,  among  other  things,  to 
annul  and  fubvert  the  Chriflian  faith  (efla- 
blifhed  by  common  and  llatute  law)  and  the 
law  of  God,  and  to  dellroy  all  the  eflates  of 
the  kingdom  fpiritual  and  temporal ;  and  al- 
fo  all  manner  of  policy,  and  laws  of  the 
land  finally;  yet  thefe  offences  were  not  de¬ 
clared  or  made  treafon.  And,  3.  It  appears 
as  “  well  by  the  articles  exhibited  in  Parlia- 
“  ment,  21  H.  5,  againft  Cardinal  Wolfey, 
*c  as  by  indidtment  in  the  King's  bench  a- 
“  gainft  Ligham  23  H.  8.  rot.  25.  That  the 
“  Cardinal  did  endeavour  to  fubvert  antiquil- 
“  limas  leges  hujusregni,  univerfumquehoc 
e<  regnum  Anglre  legibus  imperialibus  fub- 
“  jugaref  which  although  it  be  a  charge  of 
t(  fubverting  the  ancient  laws  of  the  king-« 
“  dom,  and  to  introduce  new  and  arbitrary 
laws ;  yet  neither  upon  the  articles  or  in- 
”  didlment  was  the  fame  imputed  to  be  trea- 
“  fon  ;  but  ended  in  a  charge  of  premunire.” 

IX.  That  if  none  of  the  refolutions  iingly 
contain  matter  of  treafon,  the  rcfult  of  them 
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all  cannot  make  treafon,  for  the  number  of 
offences  does  not  change  their  nature,  and 
confound  their  fpecies,  and  the  adfc  for  re- 
verfins  the  Earl  of  Strafford’s  attainder,  con- 
tains  the  ftrongeff  declaration  againft  intro¬ 
ducing  accumulative  and  conftrudive  trea¬ 
fon  s. 
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That  the  colonifts  being  held  under 
the  fame  allegiance  with  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  introduction  of  accumulative  or 
conftrudive  treafon  would,  as  your  petition¬ 
er  conceives,  fubvert  their  common  fafety, 
and  fhake  the  fecurity  of  the  whole  Empire. 

XL  That  mifprifion  of  treafon  is  not  in 
its  nature  a  fubftantive,  but  a  vertual  or  con- 
fequential  crime,  which  cannot  exift  with¬ 
out  an  adual  treafon,  any  more  than  a  fha- 
dow  without  a  fubftance  j  and  if  no  trealon 
or  mifprifion  appears  to  have  exifted  in  the 
Province,  it  is  prefumed  the  Addrefs  fails 
in  its  foundation, 

XII.  That  the  information  of  an  offence 
is  a  thing  diftind  from  the  oath  which  fup- 
ports  it,  and  the  fulnefs  of  information  re- 
fpeds  the  matter,  not  the  verification  of  it 
yet  it  is  not  defil  ed  by  the  Addrefs,  that  the 
information  therein  mentioned  fhould  be 
taken  upon  oath. 

XIII.  That  the  aft  of  35  Hen.  8.  cap.  2. 
made  for  the  trial  of  foreign  treafons,  pro¬ 
vides  that  thefe  trials  fhall  be  had  before  the 
court  of  King’s- Bench,  or  before  Commii- 

fioners,  &c.  yet  the  Addrefs,  with  refped 
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to  the  trials  therein  mentioned,  takes  no 
notice  of  the  court  of  King’s-Bench,  but 
fuppofes  that  if  any  trials  take  place,  the 
tame  are  to  be  had  before  fpecial  commif- 
fioners,  of  whom  no  perfon  can  at  prefent 
have  any  certain  knowledge,  nor  of  the 
place  where  they  are  to  be  had. 

XIV.  That  the  Englifh  colonies  were 
planted  with  intent  to  ftretch  out  the  bounds 
of  England,  with  its  dominion  relative  to 
the  King  and  Subject,  in  fubfervience  to 
which  noble  purpofe  it  was  by  proper  a  51  a 
regia  declared,  that  the  original  Englifh  co¬ 
lonies  and  their  pofterity,  with  their  allo- 
ciates  collected  from  other  dominions  of  the 
crown  of  England,  fhould  enjoy  all  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  perfons  native  of  England,  in 
fuch  ample  manner  as  if  they  were  born  and 
refiant  there. 

XV.  That  under  the  force  and  faith  of 
thefe  royal  declarations,  numerous  perfons, 
with  great  toil,  peril,  hardfhip,  and  expence 
of  much  blood  and  treafure,  planted  thefe 
colonies  to  the  great  advancement  of  the 
commerce,  wealth,  and  naval  ftrength  of 
England  :  fo  that,  in  your  petitioner’s  hum¬ 
ble  opinion,  they  have  a  greater  claim  of 
merit  with  their  mother  country,  than  any 
other  colonies,  ancient  or  modern  ;  for  he 
is  perfuaded  that  if,  thro’  the  colonills  in 
general,  and  thofe  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  in 
particular,  France  had  not  by  various  ways 
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been  prevented,  her  naval  power  would  havd 
become  fuperior  to  that  of  England. 

XVI.  That  after  numerous  colonies,  if- 
fuing  from  divers  nations,  had  been  fettled 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  formed 
new  common-wealths,  by  the  Roman  poli¬ 
cy,  approved  by  men  of  found  judgment  in 
all  ages,  their  colonies  were  continued  part  of 
the  common-wealth,  and  ufed  as  the  bed: 
means  of  fecuring  and  improving  that  em¬ 
pire,  which  they  had  enlarged  by  their  poli¬ 
cy  and  arms  ;  and  in  this  refpedt  the  modern 
Europeans  have  fo  notorioufly  imitated  them, 
that  feveral  great  modern  authors,  living  in 
countries  which  had  no  colonies,  when  treat¬ 
ing  of  the  civil  rights  of  mankind,  have  no¬ 
ted  this  particular,  and  the  words  of  a  late 
Pruffian  author  may  ferve  to  declare  the  date 
of  the  Englifh  colonifts.  Non  defmunt  ejji 
elves. 

XVII.  That  by  the  letters  patent  iffued 
for  the  fettlement  of  the  colonies  their  lands 
were,  jure  proprietatis  &  dominii ,  united  with 
the  land  of  England,  the  chief  part  of 
them  being  held  as  of  the  manor  of  Eaffc 
Greenwich,  and  the  colonifts  were  continued 
part  of  the  family  of  England,  the  whole 
forming  one  dominion;  fo  that  altho’  thro’ 
neceffity  arifing  from  their  diftant  fituation 
and  cantonment  they  are  in  lome  refpedts  di¬ 
vided,  yet  in  national,  federal,  and  politi¬ 
cal  confideration,  they  were  ever  to  be  held 
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part  of  the  body  politic  or  common-wealth 
of  England. 

XVIII.  That  the  Hat.  of  15  Car.  2.  c.  7. 
contains  an  exprefs  declaration  per  verbade 
prasfenti,  that  his  Majefly’s  plantations  be¬ 
yond  the  feas  are  inhabited  and  peopled  by 
his  fubjedts  of  this  his  kingdom  of  England, 
and  by  the  fiat,  of  13  Geo.  2.  c.  7.  it  was 
enadted,  that  from  the  id:  day  of  June  1740, 
all  perfons  born  out  of  the  King’s  legiance, 
who  had  inhabited  or  Ihould  inhabit  for  the 
fpace  of  feven  years  or  more  in  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  colonies  in  America,  and  Ihould 
take  the  oaths,  and  make  the  declarations 
therein  direded,  Ihould  be  deemed,  adjudged 
and  taken  to  be  his  Majefty’s  natural  born 
fubjedts  of  this  kingdom,  to  all  intents,  con- 
ftrudtions  and  purpofes,  as  if  they  had  been, 
or  were  born  within  this  kingdom. 

XIX.  That  the  foreigners  who  become  in- 
tied  to  the  Britifti  right,  by  neceftary  confe- 
quence  become  well  intitled  to  the  continual 
enjoyment  of  it  in  the  place  where  they  ac¬ 
quired  it ;  and,  a  fortiori,  the  perfons  born 
in  the  colonies,  who  are  of  the  blood  and 

henage  of  England,  have  good  title  to  the 
fame. 

XX.  That  pofttive  laws  are  frequently 
fhort  in  fome  of  their  expreflions,  and  one 
and  the  fame  word  hath  fometimes  various 
bonifications  in  the  lame  law,  as  well  as  in 
different  laws,  having  in  one  part  a  iitnple, 
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in  another  a  complex  idea  annexed  to  it,  and 
fometimes  more  or  lefs  complex  ideas.  In 
adts  made  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  8th  on  great 
occalions  the  word  realm  fignifies  all  the  do¬ 
minions  held  of  the  crown  of  England  ;  but 
in  the  preamble  of  the  aforefaid  adt,  made 
for  the  trial  of  foreign  treafons  thereby  in¬ 
tended  to  be  fubjedted  to  a  new  mode  of  tri¬ 
al,  the  words,  “  and  other  his  Grace’s  do¬ 
minions”  being  added  to  the  words,  “  out 
“  of  the  King’s  MajeSty’s  realm  of  England,” 
and  this  addition  being  dropt  in  the  purvieu, 
it  has  been,  as  your  petitioner  understands, 
inferred,  that  treafons  committed  out  of  the 
land  of  England,  tho’  within  the  dominion 
of  England,  as  the  colonies  are,  may  be  tried 
in  England  by  virtue  of  this  Statute,  altho’ 
the  title,  and  the  preamble,  which  is  the  key 
proper  to  open  the  meaning  of  it,  molt  clear¬ 
ly  oppofe  this  conStrudtion.  The  preamble 
recites,  that  doubts  had  arifen  refpedting  the 
trial  of  foreign  treafons,  and  it  is  exprelly  de¬ 
clared,  that  “  for  a  plain  remedy,  order 
and  declaration  therein  to  be  had”  this  Sta¬ 
tute  was  made. 

XXI;  That  the  meaning  of  every  law  is 
the  law,  when  collected  from  all  the  words 
and  the  fubjedt  matter  of  it,  not  forgetting 
the  ancient  rule  diftinguenda  Sunt  tempora, 
which  in  the  prefent  cafe  is  necelfary  to  be 
obferved  ;  for  England  had  no  colonies  when 
this  Statute  was  made,  wherefore  the  legi¬ 
slators 


fiators  could  not  intend  thereby  to  regulate 
their  offences.  ° 

XXII.  That  the  conftrudive  extenfion  of 
an  ad  made  for  the  trial  of  treafons  commit- 
ted  out  of  the  King’s  dominions  to  the  co- 
lonies,  would  pro  tanto  put  them  upon  the 
lame  foot  with  the  dominions  of  foreign 
Princes,  which,  it.  is  prefumed,  would  be 
improper  and.impolitic  in  any  cafe,  and  would 
greatly  impair  the  ftrongeft  and  heft  liga¬ 
ments,  theirconftitution  and  aftedion,  where¬ 
by  it  is  much  to  be  defired  that  they  fhould 
ever  be  firmly  held  in  perfed  union  with  the 
mother  country,  for  their  mutual  fafety  and 

idicity,  and  would  not confift  with  thechar- 

ter  of  the  faid  province,  which  provides  that 

the  Governor  lhall  not  tranlport  any  of  the 

inhabitants  out  of  it  without  their  own  con¬ 
tent. 

r3XJn  ,  T^at  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
ietts-Bay  having  no  agent  duly  authorifed 

toreprefent  the  fame,  and  no  General  Court 

rn  the  homing  whereof  depends 

on  the  Governor,  having  been  held  for  fome 
time  pair,  none  could  be  appointed. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore,  in  defence  of 
the  rights  to  which  in  common  with  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province  he 
is  entitled,  humbly  fubmits  the  pre- 
ceeding  matters  to  the  confideration  of 
this  honourable  houfe,  and  humbly 


■: 
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prays,  that  their  concurrence  in  the  re- 
ioi utions  and  addrefs  may  not  take 
place,  being  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the 
lame  would  in  its  operation  and  confe- 
quence  be  extremely  detrimental  to 
Great  Britain  as  well  as  her  Colonies. 

And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound, 
iliall  ever  pray,  &c. 

W.  BOLLAN. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  of  William  Bollan, 
Efr,  to  the  Honourable  Samuel  Danfortb, 
EJq-,  dated  in  London,  January  30,  1769. 

“  npHE  houfe  (of  Commons)  was  ad- 
JL  journed  to  the  19th  inftant,  and 
American  affairs  flood  appointed  for  conside¬ 
ration  on  the  23d,  when  your  Petition  was 
intended  to  have  been  piefented  by  Mr. 
Becklord  ;  but  by  a  fingular  event  he  was 
prevented.  On  the  25th  after  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard  s,  General  Gage’s  and  Commodore 
Hood’s  Letters  (which  on  motion  made  on 
behalf  of  the  Colonies  had  been  on  the  20th 
brought  in  and  laid  upon  the  Table)  were 
read,  he  prefented  it ;  and  on  his  behalf  Mr. 
Alderman  Trecothick  read  it,  with  fuch  an 
audible  voice,  that  it  is  fuppofed  every  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  houfe  clearly  underftood  it;  and 
being  objected  to,  a  debate  enlued,  wherein 

the 
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the  Petition  was  nobly  fupported  by  divers 
worthy  Members.  The  chief  objections,  I 
am  told,  were,  that  no  Council  could  be 
convened  without  the  Governor’s  order  j  and 
that  by  the  Conftitution  of  the  Colony  there 
could  be  no  Prefident  of  the  Council,  unlefs 
when  there  was  no  Governor  or  Lieutenant 
Governor.  In  Anfwer  whereto,  I  am  infor¬ 
med,  it  was  faid,  that  in  the  prefent  great 
diftrefs  of  the  Province  no  Aflembly  was  cal¬ 
led,  and  no  Council  convened  from  time  to 
time  with  liberty  to  defend,  upon  the  pre¬ 
fent  great  occafion,  the  rights  and  interefts 
of  the  Province  j  and  that  the  objections  to 
your  Petition,  inftead  of  being  founded  on 
the  principles  of  natural  juftice,  equity  and 
the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  refted  in  a 

good  meafure  on  the  Reprefentaticns  of  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard.” 


FINIS. 


r/u72JfaxM<iere perpetrated inKi/ip  *Jtr eet  Hojton  on  dfarc/i p .  jyyo,  in  whi& 
fyfcJd  ^ dam  /  dregs,  damJJIarerick,  darned  Cold  wed/,  Crzep  ue  dttuekJ, 


PatrieTc  Carr  were&Zled,  one  other J  Wounded,  two  of  tdemjferted{v. 

■H 


A  SHORT 


NARRATIVE 


O  F 


*  - 

The  horrid  Maflacre  in  Boston, 

k 

PERPETRATED 

?  ;  t  #  /;  f 

In  the  Evening  of  the  Fifth  Day  of  March  17703 


E  Y 


Soldiers  of  the  XXIXth  Regiment, 

* «  > 

Which,  with  the  XIVth  Regiment, 

WERE  THEN  QUARTERED  THERE. 

*  '  . 

WITH  SOME 

OBSERVATIONS 


O  N 


THE  STATE  OF  THINGS 


PRIOR  TO  THAT 


CATASTROPHE, 


Printed  by  Order  of  the  Town  of  B  O  S  T  O  N  : 

LONDON,  Re-printed  for  E.  and  C.  D  I  L  L  Y,  in  th^ 
Poultry;  and  J.  ALMON,  in  Piccadilly. 

M.DCC.LXX, 


Boston,  (T.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other 

Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bofton,  duly 
qualified  and  legally  warned,  in  public 
Town-Meeting  affembled  at  Faneuil- 
Hall,  on  Monday  the  12th  Day  of 
March,  Anno  Domini  1770. 


cpHA  T  Article  in  the  Warrant  for  calling  this  Meet¬ 
ing,  viz.  “  What  Jleps  may  be  further  necejjary  for 
“  obtaining  a  particular  Account  of  all  proceedings  rela- 
“  live  to  the  Maffacre  in  King-Street  on  Monday  night 
“  lajl ,  that  a  full  and  juft  reprefentation  may  be  made 
“  thereof, ,”  was  read. 


Whereupon, 


VOTED,  Ehat  the  Honourable  James  Bowdoin, 
Efq\  DoElor  Jofeph  Warren,  and  Samuel  Pemberton, 
Efq-,  be  a  Committee  for  this  important  bufmefs ;  and 
they  are  defir ed  to  report  as  foon  as  may  be. 


Attejl. 


WILLIAM  COWPER,  Town-Clerk. 


'T’PI  E  following  Report,  containing  a  Narrative  of 
the  late  Maffacre,  is  fubmitted  to  the  Town. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Committee. 


At  the  Town  Meeting  held  on  the  19th  of  March 

1 77°,  by  Adjournment. 

afore-mentioned  Report  was  read  and  conftder* 
‘  td,  whereupon  Voted  Unanimoufly,  That  the  fame 
he  accepted ,  and  that  it  he  immmediately  printed.,  and 
the  Committee  are  dejired  to  tranfmit  Copies  thereof  as 
foon  as  poffible  to  the  following  Gentlemen ,  viz.  The 
Right  Honourable  Ifaac  Barre,  Efq ;  one  of  bis  Majefty's 
tnoft  Honourable  Privy  Council ;  Thomas  Pownall,  Efq-, 
late  Governor  of  the  Majfachufetts  •,  William  Bollan, 
Efq-,  Agent  for  his  Majefty's  Council ;  Dennis  De  Berdt, 
Efq-,  Agent  for  the  Hcufe  of  Reprefentatives  -,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Efq-,  E.L.D.  and  Barlow  Trecothick,  Efq j 
it  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  City  of  London, 

Atteft, 


WILLIAM  COWPER,  Town-Clerk, 


C  *  w  *  • 
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A  SHORT 

N  A  R  R  A  T  I  V  E 

,  '  \  / 

O  F 

The  horrid  Maflacre  in  Bojlon , 

Perpetrated  in  the  Evening  of  the  jth  Day  of 
March  1770,  by  Soldiers  of  the  29th  Regi¬ 
ment,  which,  with  the  14th  Regiment,  were 
then  quartered  there  :  With  fomeObfervations 
on  the  State  of  Tilings  prior  to  that  Cataftrophe. 


IT  may  be  a  proper  introduction  to  this  narrative, 
briefly  to  reprelent  the  ftate  of  things  lor  fome 
time  previous  to  the  faid  maflacre;  and  this  feems  ne- 
cefiary  in  order  to  the  forming  a  juft  idea  of  thecaufes 
of  it. 

At  the  end  of  the  late  war,  in  which  this  Province 
bore  lo  diftinguifned  a  part,  a  happy  union  fubfifted 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies.  This  was 
unfortunately  interrupted  by  the  Stamp-ACt ;  but  it 
was  in  fome  meafure  reftored  by  the  Repeal  of  it.  It 
was  again  interrupted  by  other  aCts  of  parliament  for 
taxing  America  ;  and  by  the  appointment  of  a  Board 
of  Commiflioners,  in  purfuance  of  an  afr3  which  by 

• .  *7  •  «  * 
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U>..‘  face  of  it  was  made  for  the  relief  and  encourage-? 
ment  of  commerce,  but  which  in  its  operation,  it  was 
apprehended,  would  have,  and  it  has  in  fact  had,  a 
contrary  effed.  By  the  laid  ad  the  laid  Commiffion- 
eis  were  to  be  refident  in  fome  convenient  part  of 
“  his  Majefty’s  dominions  in  America.” — This  mull 
be  underftood  to  be  in  fome  part  convenient  for  the 
whole. — But  it  docs  not  appear,  that  in  fixing  the 
place  of  their  refidence,  the  convenience  of  the  whole 
was  at  all  confultedj  for  Bofton  being  very  far  from 
the  center  oi  the  colonies,  could  not  be  the  place  moll 

convenient  for  the  whole - Judging  by  the  ad,  it 

may  leem  this  town  was  intended  to  be  favoured,  by 
the  Commiiiioners  being  appointed  to  refide  here  ; 
and  that  the  confequence  of  that  refidence  would  be 
the  relief  and  encouragement  of  commerce  :  but  the 
reverfe  has  been  the  conftant  and  uniform  effed  of  it ; 
io  that  the  commerce  of  the  town,  from  the  embar- 
raffments  in  which  it  has  been  lately  involved,  is 
greatly  reduced.  For  the  particulars  on  this  head, 
fee  the  date  of  the  trade  not  long  fince  drawn  up  and 
tranlmined  to  England  by  a  committee  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Bofton. 

The  refidence  of  the  Commifiioners  here  has  been 
detrimental  .not  only  to  the  commerce,  but  to  the  po¬ 
litical  interefts  of  the  town  and  province  ;  and  not 

only  fo,  but  we  can  trace  from  it  the  caules  of  the  late 
horrid  maffacre. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  here  in  November  1767, 
inftead  of  confining  themfclves  to  the  proper  bufinefs 
of  their  office,  they  became  partizans  of  Governor 
Bernard  in  his  political  fchemes,  and  had  the  weak- 
nefs  and  temerity  to  infringe  upon  one  of  the  moll 
efifential  rights  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of  this  pro¬ 
vince— that  of  giving  their  votes  with  freedom,  and 
not  being  accountable  therefor  but  to  their  condim¬ 
ents. 
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ents.  One  of  the  members  of  that  houfe,  Captairi 
Timothy  Folgier,  having  voted  in  fome  affair  con¬ 
trary  to  the  mind  of  the  faid  Commiffioners,  was  for 
fo  doing  difmiffcd  from  the  office  he  held  under 
them. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  theirs,  the  difficulty  of  accefs 
to  them  on  office-bufinefs,  and  a  fupercilious  beha¬ 
viour,  rendered  them  difguftful  to  people  in  general, 
who  in  confequence  thereof  treated  them  with  negleft. 
This  probably  ftimulated  them  to  relent  it :  and  to 
make  their  refentment  felt,  they  and  their  coadjutor 
Governor  Bernard  made  fuch  reprefentations  to  his 
Majefty’s  minifters,  as  they  thought  belt  calculated  to 
bring  the  difpleafure  of  the  nation  upon  the  town  and 
province :  and  in  order  that  thofe  reprefentations 
mighc  have  the  more  weight,  they  are  laid  to  have 
contrived  and  executed  plans  for  exciting  diflurbances 
and  tumults,  which  otherwife  would  probably  never 
have  exifted  ;  and  when  excited,  to  have  tranftnitted 
to  the  miniftry  the  moft  exaggerated  accounts  of 
them. 

Thefe  particulars  of  their  conduct  his  Majefty’s 
Council  of  this  province  have  fully  laid  open  in  their 
proceeding  in  council,  and  in  their  addrefs  to  General 
Gage  in  July  and  GClober  1768,  and  in  their  letter 

to  Lord  Hillfborough  of  the  15th  of  April  1769. _ 

Unfortunately  for  us,  they  have  been  too  fuccefstul  in 
tneir  fain  reprefentations,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
Governor  Bernard’s,  have  occafioned  his  Majefty’s 
faithful  fubjeCts  of  this  town  and  province  to  be 
treated  as  enemies  and  rebels,  by  an  invafion  of  the 
town  by  fea  and  land  :  to  which  the  approaches  were 
made  with  all  the  circumfpc dtion  ufual  where  a  vigo¬ 
rous  oppofition  is  expected .  "While  the  town  was 
furrounded  by  a  confiderable  number  of  his  Majefty’s 
Hups  or  war,  two  regiments  landed  and  took  poftef- 

fion 


lion  of  it ;  and  to  fupport  thefe,  two  other  regiment*! 
arrived  fome  time  after  from  Ireland,  one  of  which 
landed  at  Caftle-Kland,  and  the  other  in  the  town. 

Thus  were  we,  in  aggravation  of  our  other  em- 
barrafiments,  embarraffed  with  troops,  forced  upoti 
bs  contrary  to  our  inclination— contrary  to  the  fpiric 
of  Magna  Charta— contrary  to  the  very  letter  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  in  which  it  is  declared,  that  the  raifing  | 
or  keeping  a  (landing  army  within  the  kingdom  in 
time  of  peace,  unlefs  it  be  with  the  confent  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  is  again  ft  law— and  without  the  defire  of  the 
civil  magiftrates,  to  aid  whom  was  the  pretence  for 
fending  the  troops  hither;  who  were  quartered  in  the 
town  in  direct  violation  of  an  a 61  of  parliament  for 
quartering  troops  in  America  :  and  al!  this  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  rcprefentations  of  the  faid  Commiffion- 
ers  and  the  faid  Governor,  as  appears  by  their  memo¬ 
rials  and  letters  lately  publifhed. 

As  they  were  the  procuring  caufe  of  troops  being 
fent  hither,  they  muft  therefore  be  the  remote  and 
a  blameable  caufe  of  ail  the  difturbances  and  blood¬ 
shed  that  have  taken  place  in  confequence  of  that 
meafure. 

But  we  dial!  leave  them  to  their  own  refledlions* 
after  obferving,  that  as  they  had  fome  months  before 
the  arrival  of  the  troops,  under  pretence  of  fafety  to 
their  perfons,  retired  from  town  to  the  caftle  *,  fo,  after 
the  arrival  of  the  troops,  and  their  being  quartered  in 
the  town,  they  thought  proper  to  return,  having  an- 
fwered,  as  they  doubtlefs  thought,  the  purpofe  of 
their  voluntary  flight. 

We  (hall  next  attend  to  the  condudt  of  the  troops, 
and  to  fome  circumftances  relative  to  them. - -Go¬ 

vernor  Bernard  without  confuking  the  Council,  having 
given  up  the  State-houfe  to  the  troops  at  their  landing, 
they  took  pofleflion  of  the  chambers,  where  the  repre- 

6  fentatives 
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fentatives  of  the  province  and  the  courts  of  law  held 
their  meetings,  and  ( except  the  council-chamber)  of 
ail  other  parts  of  that  houfe  :  in  which  they  continued 
a  confiderable  rime,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  thofe 
courts  while  they  fat,  and  or  the  merchants  and  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  town,  wiio  had  always  made  the  lower  floor 
of  it  their  exchange.  They  had  a  right  fo  to  do,  as 
the  top,,  riv  Oi  it  was  in  the  town  ;  but  they  were  de¬ 
prived  of  that  right  by  mere  power.  The  laid  Governor 
loon  after,  by  every  ftratagem  and  by  every  method, 
but  a  forcible  entry,  endeavoured  to  get  pofleflion  of 
e  manufaclory-houfe,  to  make  a  barrack  of  it  for 
the  troops  •,  and  for  that  purpofe  caufed  it  to  be  be- 
icged  by  the  troops,  and  the  people  in  it  to  be  uled 
very  cruelly;  which  extraordinary  proceedings  created 
iinivei fal  uneafinefs,  arifing  from  the  apprehenflon 
that  the  troops  under  the  influence  of  fuch  a  man 
would  be  employed  to  effetf:  the  moft  dangerous  pur- 
P°  es  but  filing  in  that,  other  houfes  were  procured, 
in  which,  contrary  to  act  of  parliament,  he  caufed  the 
troops  to  be  quartered.  Alter  their  quarters  were 
let  tied,  the  main  guard  was  ported  at  one  of  the  laid 
hou  es,  di  redly  oppofite  to,  and  not  12  yards  from 
the  btate-houfe  (where  the  the  General  Court,  and  all 
t  e  aw  Courts  for  the  County  were  held)  with  two 

p  .  Plece.s  Pointed  to  the  State -houfe.  This  fituation 
*0  tae  main  guard  and  field  pieces  leemed  to  indicate 
an  attack  upon  the  conrtitution,  and  a  defiance  of  law, 

and  to  be  intended  to  affront  the  legiflativeand  execu¬ 
tive  authority  of  the  province. 

.  The  General  Court,  at  .he  firft  Seffion  after  the  ar- 

Ilifi  r 6  tr°°PSr’  V‘CWed  'C  in  this  light,  and  ap- 
paed  to  Governor  Bernard  to  caufe  fuch  a  nuifance  to 

be  removed  bur  to  no  purpofe.  Difgufted  at  fuch 

Inrfr  SrJCy’  A/l  the  aPPearance  of  being  under 
dureffe,  they  refufed  to  do  bufinefs  in  fuch  circum- 

“  ftances. 
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fiances,  and  in  confequence  thereof  were  adjourned 
to  Cambridge,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the 
'  members. 

Befides  this,  the  challenging  the  inhabitants  by 
centinels  polled  in  all  parts  of  the  town  before  the 
lodgings  of  officers,  which  (for  about  fix  months, 
white  ft  laded)  occafioned  many  quarrels  and  great 
uneafinefs. - — • 

Captain  Wilfon’s  of  the  59th,  exciting  the  negroes 
of  the  town  to  take  away  their  maders  lives  and  pro¬ 
perty,  and  repair  to  the  army  for  protection,  which 
was  fully  proved  againd  him.  — The  attack  of  a  party 
of  foldiers  on  fome  of  the  magidrates  of  the  town 
. — the  repeated  refcues  of  foldiers  from  peace  officers 
• — the  firing  of  a  loaded  mufkct  in  a  public  iueet,  to 
the  endangering  a  great  number  of  peaceable  inhabi¬ 
tants — the  frequent  wounding  of  perfons  by  their  ba¬ 
yonets  and  cutlafies,  and  the  numerous  indances  of  bad 
behaviour  in  the  foldiery,  made  us  early  fenfible,  that 
the  troops  were  not  fent  here  for  any  benefit  to  the 
town  or  province,  and  that  we  had  no  good  to  ex¬ 
pert  from  fuch  confervators  of  the  peace  *. 

It  was  not  expefted  however,  that  fuch  an  outrage 
and  madacre,  as  happened  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
fifth  indant,  would  have  been  perpetrated.  I  here  were 
then  killed  and  wounded,  by  a  difcharge  oi  mui- 
quetry,  eleven  of  his  Majedy’s  fubjects,  viz. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gray,  killed  on  the  fpot  by  a  ball  en¬ 
tering  his  head. 

*  The’inhabuants,  in&ead  of  making  application  to  the  military 
officers  on  these  occafions,  chofe  rather  to  oppofe  the  civil  autho¬ 
rity  and  the  laws  of  the  land  to  fuch  offenders ;  and  had  not  the 
foldiery  found  means  to  evade  legal  puniihments,  it  is  more  than 
probable  their  infolence  would  have  received  a  check,  and  lome  of 
the  molt  melancholy  effe&s  of  it  been  prevented. 

Cnipus 
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Crifpns  Attucks,  a  molatto,  killed  on  the  fpot, 

two  balls  entering  his  bread.  ■ 

Mr.  James  Caldwell,  killed  on  the  fpot,  by  two 

balls  entering  his  back. 

Mr.  Samuel  Maverick,  a  yoUth  of  17  years  01  age, 
mortaily  wounded  :  he  died  the  next  morning. 

Mr.  Patrick  Carr  mortally  wounded:  he  died  t..e 

14th  inftant.  •  _  .  ,  „ 

Chriftopher  Monk  and  John  Clark,  youths  abmt 

17  years  of  age,  dangerouQy  wounded;  it  isappiv.- 

hended  they  will  die.  . 

Mr.  Edward  Payne,  merchant,  (landing  at  his  door, 

wounded.  ^  .  , 

Meff.  John  Green,  Robert  Patterlon,  and  iJavie 

Parker,  all  dangeroufly  wounded. 

The  actors  in  this  dreadful  tragedy  were  a  party  ot 
foldiers  commanded  by  Captain  Prefton  of  the  29th 
regiment.  This  party,  including  the  Captain,  con- 
lifted  of  eight,  who  are  all  committed  to  gaol.  . 

There  are  depofitions  in  this  affair  which  mention 
that  feveral  guns  were  fired  at  the  lame  time  fom 
the  Cuftom-Houfe ;  before  which  this  fhocking  Rene 
was  [exhibited.  Into  this  matter  inquifition  is  now 

making. - -In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  proper  to 

infert  here  the  fubftance  ol"  lome  of  thole  dej:  0- 

fitions. 

Benjamin  Frizell,  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of 
March,  having  taken  his  Ration  near  the  weft-coiner 
of  the  Cuftom-Houfe  in  King-ftreet,  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  foldiers  firing  their  guns,  declares, 
(among  other  things)  that  the  fir  ft  difcharge  was  only 
of  one  gun,  the  next  or  two  guns,  upon  which  he  the 
deponent  thinks  he  faw  a  man  fitumble,  the  tniid 
difcharge  was  of  three  guns,  upon  which  he  thinks  he 
faw  two  men  fall  ;  and  immediately  after  were  oil- 
charged  five  guns,  two  of  which  were  by  ioldieis 
'  “  B  2  on 
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on  his  right  hand  ;  the  other  three,  as  appeared ,  to  the  de¬ 
ponent,  wet  e  dif charged  from  the  balcony,  or  the  chamber 
tvin  sw  of  the  Custom-House,  thefla[hes  appearing  on 
toe  left  hand, and  higher  than  the  right  hand flafhes  appeared 
to  be,  and  of  which  the  deponent  was  very  fenfible,  al¬ 
though  his  eyes  were  much  turned  to  the  loldiers,  who 
were  all  on  his  right  hand. 

Gillarn  Bafs,  being  in  King-fcreet  at  the  fame  time, 
declaies  that  they  (the  party  of  foldiers  from  the 
main  guard)  polled  themfelves  between  the  Cuftom- 
Houfe  door,  and  the  weft  corner  of  it*  and  in  a  few 
minutes  began  to  fiie  upon  the  people  i  ddwo  or  three 
of  the  flafhes  fo  high  above  the  reft ,  that  he  the  depo¬ 
nent  verily  believes  they  muft  have  come  from  the  Cus¬ 
tom -Ho  uss  windows . 

Jeremiah  Allen  declares,  that  in  the  evening  of  the 
5th  day  of  March  current,  being  at  about  'nine  o’ 
dock  in  the  front  chamber  in  the  houfe  occupied  by 
Colonel  ingenoll  in  King-1  treet,  he  heard  fome  guns 
filed,  which  occafioned  his  going  into  the  balcony  of 
the  faid  houie — that  when  he  was  in  the  laid  balco¬ 
ny  in  company  with  Mr.  William  Molineux  jun.  and 
John  Simplon,  he  heard  the  dilcharge  of  four  or 
five  guns,  the  flafhes  of  which  appeared  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  centry-box,  and  immediately  after,  he  the 
deponent  heard  two  or  three  more  guns ,  and  faw  the 
flafhes  thereof  from  out  of  the  houfe  now  called  the  Cus¬ 
tom-House,  as  they  evidently  appeared  to  him,  and 
which  he  the  faid  deponent  at  the  fame  time  declared 
to  the  afoidaid  Molineux  and  Simpfon,  being  then  near 
him,  faying  to  them  (at  the  fame  time  pointing  his 
hand  towards  the  Cuftom- Houfe)  there  they  are  out  of 
the  Cud om- Houfe. 

George  Coffer, being  in  King-ftreet  at  the  time  above- 
mentioned,  declares  that  in  five  or  fix  minutes  after  he 
flopped  he  heard  the  word  of  command  given  to  the 

foldiers  N 
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ibldiers,  Fire ,  upon  which  one  gun  was  fired,  which  did 
no  execution,  as  the  deponent  oblerved  ;  about  half 
a  minute  after  two  guns,  one  of  which  killed  one  Sa¬ 
muel  Gray  a  rope-maker,  the  ocher  a  molatto  man,  be¬ 
tween  which  two  men  the  deponent  Hood  ;  alter  this 
the  deponent  heard  the  difcharge  of  four  or  five  guns 
more  by  the  Ibldiers  ;  immediately  after  which  the 
deponent  heard  the  difcharge  of  two  guns  or  piftols ,  from 
an  open  window  of  the  middle  Jlory  of  the  Custom- 
House,  near  to  the  place  where  the  centry-box  is  pla¬ 
ced,  and  being  but  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  window, 
he  heard  the  people  from  within  l'peak  and  laugh,  and 
foon  after  law  the  cafement  lowered  down  ;  after 
which  the  deponent  alfified  others  in  carrying  off  one 
of  the  corps. 

Cato  a  Negro  man,  fervant  to  Tuthill  Hubbart, 
Efq;  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  of 
March  current,  on  hearing  the  cry  of  fire,  he  ran  into 
King-fiieet,  where  he  law  a  number  of  people  allem- 
bled  before  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  that  he  Hood  near  the 
centry-box  and  faw  the  foldiers  fire  on  the  people,  who 
flood  ir.  the  middle  of  the  laid  fireet;  directly  after 
v'  he  faw  two  Jlfoes  of  guns ,  one  quick  upon  the 
other,  from  the  chamber-window  of  the  Custom-House  j 
and  that  after  the  firing  was  all  over,  while  the  people* 
were  carrying  away  the  dead  and  wounded,  he  faw 
the  Custom-House  door  opened ,  and  feveral  foldiers 
(one  of  whom  had  a  cutlafs) go  into  the  Custom-House 
and  Ihut  the  door  after  them. 

Benjamin  Andrews  declares,  that  being  defircd  by 
the  committee  of  enquiry  to  take  the  ranges  of  the 
holes  made  by  mulqnet  balls,  in  two  houfes  near  op- 
pofite  to  the  Cultom- Houle,  he  finds  the  bullet  hole  in 
the  entry-door-poit  of  Mr.  Payne’s  houfe  (and  which 
grazed  the  edge  of  the  door  before  it  entered  the  poH 
where  it  lodged, ?two  and  a  half  inches  deep)  ranges  juft 

under 
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under  the  flool  of  the  wejlermojl  lower  chamber  window 
of  the  Custom-House. 

Samuel  Drowne,  towards  the  end  of  his  depofition 
(which  contains  a  pretty  full  account  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  inftant) 
declares,  that  he  faw  the  flafhes  of  two  guns  fired  from 
the  Custom-House,  one  of  which  was  out  of  a  win¬ 
dow  of  the  chamber  weftward  of  the  balcony ,  and  the 
other  from  the  balcony  ;  the  gun ,  which  he  dearly  dif- 
cerned ,  being  pointed  through  the  ballifiers ,  and  the  perfon 
who  held  tee  gun ,  in  a  Jloopir.g  pojlure  withdrew  him- 
felf  into  the-  houfe,  having  a  handkerchief  or  fome  kind 
of  cloth  over  his  face. 

Thele  depofitions  fhow  clearly  that  a  number  of 
guns  were  fired  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe. — As  this  af¬ 
fair  is  now  enquiring  into,  all  the  notice  we  fhall  take 
of  it  is,  that  it  difringuifhes  the  aftors  in  it  into  Street- 
Acfors  and  Houfe-A&ors ;  which  is  neceflary  to  be 
obferved.  .  I 

/ 

What  gave  occafion  to  the  melancholy  event  of  that 
evening  fee  ms  to  have  been  this.  A  difference  having 
happened  near  Mr.  Gray’s  ropewalk,  between  a  foldier 
and  a  man  belonging  to  it,  the  foldier  challenged  the 
ropemakers  to  a  boxing  match.  The  challenge  was 
accepted  by  one  of  them,  and  the  foldier  worfted. 

He  ran  to  the  barrack  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  re¬ 
turned  with  feveral  of  his  companions.  The  fray  was 
renewed,  and  the  foldiers  were  driven  off.  They  foon 
returned  with  recruits,  and  were  again  worfted.  This 
happened  feveral  times,  till  at  length  a  confiderable 
body  of  foldiers  was  collected,  and  they  alfo  were 
diiven  off,  the  ropemakers  having  been  joined  by 
their  brethren  of  the  contiguous  ropewalks.  By  this 
time  Mr.  Gray  being  alarmed  interpofed,  and  with  the 
aftiftance  of  fome  gentlemen  prevented  any  further 
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disturbance.  To  fatisfy  the  foldiers  and  punifh  the 
man  who  had  been  the  occafion  of  the  firft  difference, 
and  as  an  example  to  the  reft,  he  turned  him  out  of 
his  fervice  •,  and  waited  on  Col.  Dalrymple,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  troops,  and  with  him  con¬ 
certed  meafures  for  preventing  further  mifchief. 
Though  this  affair  ended  thus,  it  made  a  ftrong  im- 
preffion  on  the  minds  of  the  foldiers  in  general,  who 
thought  the  honour  of  the  regiment  concerned  to  re¬ 
venge  thofe  repeated  repulfes.  For  this  purpofe  they 
feem  to  have  formed  a  combination  to  commit  lome 
outrage  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  indifcriminate- 
ly  ;  and  this  was  to  be  done  on  the  evening  of  the 
fifth  inftant,  or  foon  after,  as  appears  by  the  depofi- 
tions  of  the  following  perfons,  viz. 

William  Newhall  declares,  that  on  Thurfday  night 
the  firft  of  March  inftant,  he  met  four  foldiers  of  the 
29th  regiment,  and  that  he  heard  them  lay,  there  were 
a  great  many  that  would  eat  their  dinners  on  Monday 
next ,  that  Jhould  not  eat  any  on  Tue/day. 

Daniel  Calfe  declares,  that  on  Saturday  evening  the 
3d  of  March  a  camp-woman,  wife  to  James  McDeed 
a  grenadier  of  the  29th,  came  into  his  father’s  fhop, 
and  the  people  talking  about  the  affrays  at  the  Rope- 
walks,  and  blaming  the  foldiers  for  the  part  they  had 
aefted  in  it,  the  woman  (aid  the  foldiers  were  in  the 
right  ;  adding,  that  before  Tue/day  or  W ednefday  night 
they  would  wet  their  j words  or  bayonets  in  New  England 
people's  blood . 

Mary  Brailsford  declares,  that  on  Sabbath  evening 
the  4th  of  March  inftant,  a  foldier  came  to  the  houie 
of  Mr.  Amos  Thayer,  where  fhe  then  was.  Fie  de¬ 
firing  to  fpeak  with  Mr.  Thayer,  was  told  by  Mrs. 
Mary  I  hayer,  that  her  brother  was  engaged,  and  could 
not  be  lpoke  with.  He  laid,  Your  brother,  as  you 
call  h  im,  is  a  man  I  have  a  great  regard  for,  and  I 
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j  ,  and  add'  d,  that  he  came  out  of  a  particular  re 

IT  h'°n  T‘  br0t,!Tr(t0  advife  ilim  C0  keepPjn  h»s  houfe, 

V  T  hf  W?uld  be  ouc  of  farm’s  way.  He  faid 

£Te°  Te  d0WS  mC  VCry  Wdl  ’  n)y  name  is  Charles 
j  Vi  .none.  He  then  went  away— Of  the  fame  import 

and  m  confirmation  of  this  declaration,  are  the  C 

fnions  of  Mary  i  hayer  and  Afa  Copeland,  who  blh 

live  with  the  laid  Mr.  Thayer,  and  heard  what  the 

o.ur-r  (am  as  above  mentioned.  It  1S  alfo  confirmed 

by  the  depofitions  of  Nicholas  Ferriter. 

jane  Umer  declares,  that  about  nine  o’clock  on 
Monday  morning  the  5th  of  March  current,  from  a 
winnow  lire  law  two  perions  in  the  habit  of  fo'diers 
one  H  whom  being  on  horfeback,  appeared  to  be  an 
orm  er  s  fervant.  J  he  perfon  on  the  horfe  fir  it  fpoke 
to  the  ocner,  but  what  he  faid,  Ihe  is  not  able  to  fay 
though  the  window  was  open,  and  Ihe  not  more  than 
20  kerdhlant:  the  other  rephed.  He  hoped  he  Jhould 
jci  bvQod  enough  jpilt  before  nicy yiitig. 

Matthew  Adams  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening 
the  5th  of  March  inftant  between  the  hours  of  feven 
and  eight  o  clock,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  corporal 
I  erihall  of  the  29th  regiment,  near  Quaker-lane, 
where  he  faw  the  corporal  and  his  wife,  with  one  of  the 
Hers  of  the  laid  regiments.  When  he  had  got  what 
he  went  for,  and  was  coming  away,  the  corporal  called 
him  back,  and  defired  him  with  great  earneifnefs  to  °-Q 
home  to  his  mailer’s  houfe  as  foon  as  bufmefswas  over, 
and  not  to  be  abroad  on  any  account  that  night  in 
particular  for  the  foldiers  were  determined  to  be  revenged 
on  the  ropewalk  people ,  and  that  much  mif chief  would  be 
done.  Upon  which  the  fifer  (about  18  or  19  years  of 
laid,  a  hoped  in  God  they  would  burn  the  town 

down 
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down.  On  this  he  left  the  houfe,  and  the  fald  corporal 
called  after  him  again,  and  begged  he  would  mind 
what  he  laid  to  him. 

Caleb  Swan  declares,  that  on  Monday  night  the  5th 
of  March  inftant,  at  the  time  of  the  bells  ringing  for 
fire,  he  heard  a  woman’s  voice  whom  he  knew  to  be 
the  fuppofed  wife  of  one  Montgomery,  a  grenadier  of 
the  29th  regiment,  Handing  at  her  door,  andheard  her 
fay,  it  was  not  fire  ;  the  town  was  too  haughty  and  too 
proud  *,  and  that  many  of  their  arfes  would  he  laid  low 
before  the  morning . 

Margaret  Swan  (borough  declares,  that  a  free  woman 
named  Black  Peg,  who  has  kept  much  with  the  foldiers, 
on  hearing  the  difturbance  on  Monday  evening  the 
5th  inftant  faid,  the  foldiers  were  not  to  be  trod  upon  by 
the  inhabitants ,  but  would  knew  before  morning  whether 
they  or  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  m afters . 

Jofeph  Hooton,  jun.  declares,  that  coming  from 
the  South-end  of  Bofton  on  Monday  evening  the  5th 
of  March  inftant,  again  ft  Dr.  Sewall’s  meeting  he 
heard  a  great  noife  and  tumult,  with  the  cry  of  murder 
often  repeated.  Proceeding  towards  the  Town-houfe 
he  was  pa  (Ted  by  feveraj  foldiers  running  that  way,  with 
naked  cutlafles  and  bayonets  in  their  hands.  He  afked 
one  of  them  what  was  the  matter,  and  was  anfwered  by 
him,  By  God  you  fhall  all  know  what  is  the  matter 
foon.  Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  he  went  into 
King-ftreet,  and  was  prefent  at  the  tragical  feene  ex¬ 
hibited  near  the  Cuftom-houfe,  as  particularly  fet  forth 
in  his  depofition. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ruflell  declares,  that  John  Brailsford,  a 
private  foldier  of  the  fourteenth  regiment,  who  had 
frequently  been  employed  by  her  (when  he  was  ordered 
with  his  company  to  the  Caftle,  in  confequence  of  the 
murders  committed  by  the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of 
the  5th  of  March)  coming  to  the  deponent’s  houle 

C  declared, 
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declared,  that  their  regiment  were  ordered  to  hold 
themf elves  in  readinefs ,  and  accordingly  was  ready  that 
evening,  upon  the  inhabitants  firing  on  the  foldiery ,  to 
come  to  the  afijifiance  ofi  the  foldiery.  On  which  fhe 
a  flic  d  him,  if  he  would  have  fired  upon  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town.  To  which  he  replied,  Yes, 
if  he  had  orders ;  but  that  if  he  faw  Mr.  RufTell  he 
would  have  fired  wide  of  him.  He  alfo  faid,  it's  well 
there  was  no  gun  fired  by  the  inhabitants ,  fior  had  there, 
been,  we  Jbould  have  come  to  the  foldiers  afijifiance. 

By  the  foregoing  depofitions  it  appears  very  clearly, 
there  was  a  general  combination  among  the  foldiers,  of 
the  29th  regiment  at  lead,  to  commit  lome extraordinary 
ad  of  violence  upon  the  town;  that  if  the  inhabitants 
attempted  to  repel  it  by  firing  even  one  gun  upon  thofe 
foldiers,  the  14th  regiment  were  ordered  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  affift  him  ;  and  that  on  the  late  butchery 
in  King-ftreet  they  actually  were  ready  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  had  a  tingle  gun  been  fired  on  the  perpetrators 
of  it. 

It  appears  by  a  variety  of  depofmons,  that  on  the 
fame  evening  between  the  hours  of  fix  and  half  after 
pine  (at  which  time  the  firing  began)  many  perfons, 
without  the  Ieaft  provocation,  were  in  various  parts  of 
the  town  infulted  and  abufed  by  parties  of  armed  fol¬ 
diers  patrolling  the  ftreets ;  particularly— — 

Mr.  Robert  Pier  point  declares,  that  between  the 
hours  of  feven  and  eight  in  the  evening,  three  armed 
foldiers  parang  him,  one  of  them  who  had  a  bayonet 
gave  him  a  back-handed  firoke  with  it;  on  complaint 
of  this  treatment  he  faid  the  deponent  fhouid  foon  hear 
piore  of  ic,  and  threatened  him  very  hard. 

Mr.  Henry  B^fs  declares,  that  at  nine  o’clock  a 
party  of  foldiers  came  out  of  Draper’s  alley  leading 
So  and  from  Murray’s  barracks,  and  they  being  armed 
With  large  naked  cutlajjfes,  made  at  every  body  coming 
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in  their  way,  cutting  and  flafhing,.  and  tliat  he  himfelf 
Very  narrowly  efcaped  receiving  a  cut  from  the  foremofl 
of  them,  who  purfued  him. 

Samuel  Atwood  declares,  that  10  or  12  foldiers, 
armed  with  drawn  cutlaffes,  bolted  out  of  the  alley 
leading  from  Murray’s  barracks  into  Dock-fquare,  and 
met  the  deponent,  who  afked  them  if  they  intended 
to  murder  people  ;  they  anfwered,  Yes,  by  God, 
root  and  branch  ;  faying  here  is  one  of  them  ;  with 
that  one  of  them  (truck  the  deponent  with  a  club,  which 
was  repeated  by  another:  the  deponent  being  unarmed 
turned  to  go  off,  and  he  received  a  wound  on  the  left 
fhoulder,  which  reached  the  bone,  difabled  him,  and 
gave  him  much  pain.  Having  gone  a  few  (teps  the 
deponent  met  two  officers^  and  afked  them,  Gentlemen, 
what  is  the  matter  ?  they  anfwered ,  you  will  fee  by  and 
by  \  and  as  he  palled  by  Col.  Jackfon’s  he  heard  the 
cry,  1  urn  out  the  guards. 

Capt.  James  Kirkwood  declares,  that  about  nine  of 
the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March 
current,  he  was  going  by  Murray’s  barracks,  hearing 
a  noife  he  ftopt  at  Mr.  Rhoads  s  door,  oppofite  the  faid 
barracks,  where  laid  Rhoads  was  (landing,  and  Hood 
fome  time,  and  faw  the  (oldiers  coming  out  of  the  yard 
Fiom  the  barracks,  armed  with  cutlaflcs  and  bayonets, 
and  rufhing  through  Boylflone’s  alley  into  Cornhill, 
two  officers,  viz.  Lieutenants  Minchin  and  Dickfon, 
came  out  of  the  Mefs-houfe,  and  laid  to  the  foIdiers$ 
My  lads,  come  into  the  barracks,  and  don’t  hurt  the 
inhabitants,  and  then  retired  into  the  Mefs-houfe.  Soon 
after  they  came  to  the  door  again,  and  found  the 
foldiers  in  the  yard  ;  and  diredly  upon  it,  Enftgn  Mall 
came  to  the  gate  of  the  Barrack-yard,  and  jaid  to  the 
foldiers ,  5 urn  out ,  and  1  will / land  by  yen  •,  this  he  re¬ 
peated  frequently,  adding.  Kill  them !  Jlick  them! 
ktiGcn  them  down !  run  your  bayonets  through  them  / 

£  2  %  with 
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with  a  great  deal  of  language  of  like  import.  Upon 
which  a  great  number  of  foldiers  came  out  of  the  bar¬ 
racks  with  naked  cutlafTes,  headed  by  faid  Mall 5  and 
went  through  the  aforefaid  alley  ;  that  fome  officers 
came  and  got  the  foldiers  into  their  barracks  ;  and  that 
Mall  with  his  fword  or  cutlafs  drawn  in  his  hand ,  as 
often  bad  them  out  again ,  but  were  at  laft  drove 
into  their  barracjks  by  the  aforefaid  Minchin  and 
Pickfon. 

Mr.  Henry  Rhoads’s  declaration  agrees  with  Capt. 

Kirkwood’s. 

Mr.  Matthias  King  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  de¬ 
clares,  that  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March 
inftant,  about  nine  of  the  dock,  he  was  at  his  lodgings 
at  Mrs.  Torrey’s  near  the  town  pump,  and  heard  the 
bells  ring  and  the  cry  of  fire  ^  upon  which  he  went  to 
the  door,  and  law  feveral  foldiers  come  round  the 
South  fide  of  the  Town-houfe,  armed  with  bayonets, 
and  fomething  which  he  took  to  be  broad  fwords ; 
that  one  of  thofe  people  came  up  almoft  to  him  and 
Mr.  Bartholomew  Kneeland  ;  and  that  they  had  but 
juft  time  to  fhut  the  door  upon  him,  otherwife  he  is 
well  allured  they  muft  have  fell  victims  to  their  bound- 
lefs  cruelty.  He  afterwards  went  into  the  upper  cham¬ 
ber  of  the  faid  houfie,  and  was  looking  out  of  the 

w 

window,  when  the  drum  and  the  guard  went  to  the 
barrack ,  and  he  law  one  of  the  guards  kneel  and  pre- 
fent  his  piece  with  a  bayonet  fixed,  and  heard  him 
iwear  he  would  fire  upon  a  parcel  of  boys  who  were 
then  in  the  ftreet,  but  he  did  not.  He  further 
declares,  that  when  the  body  of  troops  was  drawn  up 
before  the  Guard-houfe  (which  was  prefently  after  the 
majfacre)  he  heard  an  officer  fay  to  another ,  that  this 
was  fine  work ,  and  jujl  what  he  wanted  *,  but  in 
the  hurry  he  could  not  fee  him,  fo  as  to  know  him 
again. 

Robert 
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Robert  Polley  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening 
the  5th  inftant,  as  he  was  going  home,  he  obferved 
about  ten  perfons  {landing  near  Mr.  Taylor’s  door ; 
after  (landing  there  a  fmall  fpace  of  time  he  went  with 
them  towards  Boylfton’s  alley  oppofite  to  Murray’s 
barracks:  we  met  in  the  alley  about  eight  or  nine 
armed  foldiers  ;  they  afiaulted  us,  and  gave  us  a  great 
deal  of  abufive  language  :  we  then  drove  them  back  to 
the  barracks  with  Hicks  only  :  we  looked  for  Hones  or 
bricks,  but  could  find  none,  the  ground  being  covered 
with  i'now  :  fome  of  the  lads  difperfed  ;  and  he  the 
faid  Polley,  with  a  few  others,  were  returning  peace¬ 
ably  home,  when  we  met  about  nine  or  ten  other  fol¬ 
diers  armed  *,  one  of  them  laid,  “  Where  are  the  fons 
of  bitches?”  They  (truck  at  feveral  perfons  in  the 
(Ireet,  and  went  towards  the  head  of  the  alley.  Two 
officers  came  and  endeavoured  to  get  them  into  their 
barracks;  one  of  the  lads  propoled  to  ring  the  bell; 
the  foldiers  went  through  the  alley,  and  the  boys  huzza’d 
and  faid  they  were  gone  through  Royal  Exchange-lane 
into  King-Hreet. 

Samuel  Drowne  declares,  that  about  nine  of  the 
clock  of  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March  current, 
(landing  at  his  own  door  in  Cornhill,  he  law  about 
14  or  15  foldiers  ot  the  29th  regiment,  who  came 
from  Murray’s  barracks  armed  with  naked  cutlafles, 
fwords,  &c.  and  came  upon  the  inhabitants  o(  the 
town,  then  (landing  or  walking  in  Cornhill,  and  abufed 
fome,  and  violently  afiaulted  others  as  they  met  them; 
mod  of  whom  were  without  fo  much  as  a  Hick  in  their 
hand  to  defend  themfelves,  as  he  very  clearly  could 
difeern,  it  being  moon- light,  and  himfelf  being  one 
of  the  afiaulted  perfons.  All  or  mod  of  the  faid 
foldiers  he  faw  go  into  King-ftreet  (lome  of  them 
through  Royal  Exchange-lane)  and  there  followed 
them,  and  foon  diicovered  them  tube  quarrelling  and 

vr  k  fighting 
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to^rAnotfi,jon!t,,a5,ido“n» when  cbe™- 

dozen  ^  h  ?  hl'ft’  irmed  33  aforefaid.  Of  thofe 
dozen  people  the  moft  of  them  were  gentlemen 

theVx! fh t0°et^er  a  httle  below  the  Town-houfe  upon 

armed  hrhn8e‘  aPPe,arance  of  thofe  foldiers  fo 

‘  f  !,  ’  lJe.moft  of  the  twelve  perfons  went  off,  feme 
of  them  being  firft  aflaulted. 

The^  violent  proceedings  of  this  party,  and  their 

going  into  King-ftreet*  “  quarrelling  and  fighting  with 

e  people  whom  they  faw  there”  (mentioned  in  Mr. 

Drowne  s  depofition)  was  immediately  introductory 
to  the  grand  cataftrophe.  y 

re  T“3-’  who  tflued  from  Murray’s  barracks 
(  o  cal.ed)  a. ter  attacking  and  Wounding  divers  perfons 

Z  S0™!"11’  33  fab,ove  mentioned,  being  armed,  pro¬ 
ceeded  (moa  of  them)  up  the  Royal  Exchange-lane, 
into  king-ftreet  where  making  a  fliort  flop,  and  after 
anaulting  and  driving  away  the  few  they  met  there, 
they  brandiOied  their  arms,  and  cried  out,  Where  are 

the  boogers  ?  where  are  the  cowards?  Ac  this  time 

t':ere  were  very  few  perfons  in  the  ftreet  befide  them- 
felves.  —  I  his  party  in  proceeding  from  Exchange- 
lane  into  king-ftreet  muff  pafs  the  centry  poked  at  the 
wefterly  corner  or  the  Cuftom  houfe,  which  butts  on 
that  lane  and  fronts  on  that  ftreet.  This  is  needful  to 
be  mentioned,  as  near  that  fpot  and  in  that  ftreet  the 
bloody  tragedy  was  acted,  and  the  ftreet-ators  in  it 
w^re  cuoned,  their  {'ration  being  but  a  few  feet  from 
the  front  fide  of  the  faid  Cuftom-houfe. _ The  out¬ 

rageous  behaviour  and  the  threats  of  the  faid  party  oc- 
Cahoned  the  ringing  of  the  Meeting-houfe  bell  near 
the  head  of  King-ftreet  ;  which  bell  ringing  quick  as 
lor  fire,  it  prelently  brought  out  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  being  loon  fallible  of  the  occafion  of 
K,  were  naturally  led  to  King-ftreet,  where  the  faid 

party 


[  2  3  3 

party  had  made  a  ftop  but  a  little  while  before,  and 
where  their  flopping  had  drawn  together  a  number  of 
boys  round  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe.  Whether  the 
boys  miftook  the  centry  for  one  of  the  faid  party,  and 
thence  took  occafion  to  differ  with  him,  or  whether 
he  firft  affronted  them,  which  is  affirmed  in  feveral  depo- 
fidons, — however  that  may  be,  there  was  much  foul 
language  between  them  ;  and  fome  of  them,  in  conle- 
quence  of  his  puffing  at  them  with  his  bayonet,  threw 
fnow-balls  at  him  *,  which  occafioned  him  to  knock 
haftily  at  the  door  of  the  Cuftom-houfe.  From 
hence  two  perfons  thereupon  proceeded  immediately 
to  the  main  guard,  which  was  puffed  (oppofite  to  the 
State-houfe)  at  a  fmall  diftance  near  the  head  of  the 
faid  ftreet.  The  officer  on  guard  was  Capt.  Prefton, 
who  with  feven  or  eight  foldiers  with  fire  arms,  and 
charged  bayonets,  iffued  from  the  Guard-houfe,  and 
in  great  haffe  ported  himfelf  and  his  lbldiers  in  the 
front  of  the  Cuftom-houle  near  the  corner  aforefaid. 
In  paffing  to  this  ftation  the  foldiers  puffed  feveral 
perfons  with  their  bayonets,  driving  through  the 

people 

*  Since  writing  this  narrative  feveral  depofitions  have  appeared, 
which  make  it  clear,  that  the  centry  was  hrft  in  fault.-— He  over¬ 
heard  a  barber’s  boy  faying  that  a  captain  of  the  14th  (who  had 
juft  pafted  by)  was  fo  mean  a  fellow  as  not  to  pay  his  barber  for 
(having  him;  upon  this  the  centry  left  his  poft  and  followed  the 
boy  into  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  where  he  told  him  to  Ihew  his 
face  ;  the  boy  pertly  replied,  i  am  not  alhamed  to  Ihew  my  face 
to  any  man;  upon  this  the  centry  gave  him  a  (weeping  ftroke  on 
the  head  with  his  mulket,  which  made  him  reel  and  fta^ger  and 
cry  much.  A  fellow  appientice  afked  the  c.ntry  what  he  meant 
by  this  abufe  ?  lie  replied,  I.) — n  your  blood,  if  you  do  not  get 
out  of  the  way  I  will  give  you  fomething  ;  and  then  fixed  his 
bayonet  and  pulhed  at  tne  lads,  who  both  ran  out  of  the  way.  This 
dilpute  collected  a  few  perfons  about  the  boy,  near  the  Cuftom- 
houfe.  1  refently  after  this,  the  party  above-mentioned  came  into 
King- ftreet,  which  was  a  further  occafion  of  drawing  people 

thither,  as  above  related.  (See  depofition  of  Benjamin  Broader* 
and  others). 
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people  in  fo  rough  a  manner,  that  it  appeared  they 
intended  to  create  a  difturbance.  This  occafioned 
iome  fnow-balls  to  be  thrown  at  them*,  which  feems 
to  have  been  the  only  provocation  that  was  given. 

Knox  (between  whom  and  Capt.  P refton  there 
was  iome  converfation  on  the  fpot)  declares,  that 
while  he  was  talking  with  Capt.  Preflon,  the  foldiers 
of  his  detatenment  had  attacked  the  people  with 
their  bayonets  ;  and  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  provo¬ 
cation  given  to  Capt.  Prefton  or  his  party  *,  the  backs 
of  the  people  being  towards  them  when  the  people  were 
attacked,  he  alio  declares,  that  Capt.  Prefton  feemed 
to  be  in  great  hafte  and  much  agitated  ;  and  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  opinion  there  were  not  then  prefent  in 
King-ftreet  above  70  or  80  perfons.at  the  extent. 

.The  laid  party  was  formed  into  a  half  circle,  and, 
within  a  fhort  time  after  they  had  been  pofted  at  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  began  to  fire  upon  the  people. 

Capt.  Prefton  is  laid  to  have  ordered  them  to  fire, 
and  to  have  repeated  that  order.  One  gun  was  fired 
firft;  then  others  in  fucceffion,  and  with  deliberation, 
till  ten  or  a  dozen  guns  were  fired,  or  till  that  number 
of  difeharges  were  made  from  the  guns  that  were  fired. 
13y  which  means  1 1  perfons  were  killed  and  wounded, 
as  above  reprefented. 

Thefe  fads,  with  divers  circumftances  attending 
them,  are  fupported  by  the  depofitions  of  a  confider- 
able  number  of  perfons,  and  among  others,  of  the 
following,  viz  Mefirs.  Henry  Bafs,  Samuel  Atwood, 
Samuel  Drowne,  James  Kirkwood,  Robert  Polley, 
Samuel  Condon,  Daniel  U flier,  Jofiah  Simpfon,  Henry 
Knox,  Giilam  Bafs,  John  Hickling,  Richard  Palmes, 
Benjamin  FrizzeJ,  and  others,  whole  depofitions  are  in 
the  appendix. 

Soon  after  the  firing,  a  drum  with  a  party  from  the 
main  guard  went  to  Murray’s  and  the  other  barracks, 

beating 
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tearing  an  alarm  as  they  went,  which,  with  the  firing, 
had  the  effedt  of  a  fignal  for  adlion  ;  whereupon  ail 
the  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  or  the  main  body  of 
them,  appeared  in  King-ftreet  under  arms,  and  feemed. 
bent  on  a  further  mafTacre  of  the  inhabitants,  which 
was  with  great  difficulty  prevented.  They  were 
drawn  up  between  the  State-houle  and  main  guard, 
their  lines  extending  acrofs  the  fireet  and  facing  down 
King-ftreet,  where  the  town-people  were  affiembled. 
The  firft  line  kneeled  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  fir  ft  pla¬ 
toon  prefented  their  guns  ready  to  fire,  as  foon  as  the 
word  fhould  be  given.  They  continued  in  that  pof- 
ture  a  confiderab:e  time  ;  but  by  the  good  providence 
of  God  they  were  retrained  from  firing. 

That  they  then  went  into  King-ftreet  with  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition  will  appear  probable  by  the  two  following  de- 
pofitions. 

Mrs.  Mary  Gardner,  living  in  Atkinfon- fireet,  de¬ 
clares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of  March 
current,  and  before  the  guns  fired  in  King-ftreet,  there 
were  a  number  of  foldiers  affembled  from  Green’s 
barracks  towards  the  fireet,  and  oppofite  to  her  gawe*, 
that  they  flood  very  (fill  until  the  guns  were  fired  in 
King-ftreet,  then  they  clapped  their  hands  and  gave  a 
cheer,  faying,  This  is  all  that  we  want .  They  ran  to 
their  barrack,  and  came  out  again  in  a  few  minutes 
all  with  their  arms,  and  ran  towards  King-ftreet. 

William  Fallafs  declares,  that  (after  the  murder  in 
King-ftreet)  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inftant,  upon 
his  return  home  he  had  occafion  to  flop  oppofite  to 
the  lane  leading  to  Green’s  barracks,  and  while  he 
ftood  there  the  foldiers  rufhed  by  him  with  their  arms 
towards  King-ftreet,  faying,  This  is  our  time  or  chance  \ 
and  that  he  never  faw  men  or  dogs  fo  greedy  for  their 

D  prey 
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prey  as  thole  foldiers  feemed  to  be,  and’  the  ferjeants 
could  hardly  keep  them  in  their  ranks. 

I  hefe  circumftances,  with  thofe  already  mentioned, 
amount  to  a  clear  proof  of  a  combination  among 
them  to  commit  fome  outrage  upon  the  town  on  th^t 
evening  ;  and  that  after  the  enormous  one  committed 
in  King-ftreet,  they  intended  to  add  to  the  horrors  pf 
that  night  by  making  a  further  (laughter. 

At  the  time  Capt.  Prefton’s  party  ifiued  from  the 
main  guard  there  were  in  King-ftreet  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  perfons,  and  thole  were  collected  there  by  the 
Tinging  ol  the  bell  in  confequence  of  the  violences  of 
another  party  that  had  been  there  a  very  little  while 
before.  When  Captain  Frefton  had  got  to  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe,  fp  great  a  part  of  the  people  difperfed  at 
fight  of  the  foldiers,  that  not  more  than  twenty  or 
thirty  then  remained  in  King-ftreet,  as  Mr.  Drowne 
declares  *,  and  at  the  time  of  the  firing  not  fe verity,  as 
Mr.  Palmes  thinks  *.  ' 

Bat  after  the  firing,  and  when  the  (laughter  wqs 
known,  which  occafioned  the  ringing  of  all  the  bells 
of  the  town,  a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants  foon 
afiemblcd  in  King-ftreet,  and  continued  there  the  whole 
time  the  25th  regiment  was  there  under  arms,  and 
would  not  retire  till  that  regiment  and  all  the  foldiers 
that  appeared,  were  ordered,  and  actually  went,  to 
their  barracks  ;  after  which,  having  been  allured  by 
the  Lieutenant-governor  and  a  number  of  the  civil 
magmrates  prdent,  that  every  legal  ftep  fhould  be 
taken  to  bring  the  criminals  tojuftice,  they  gradually 
difperled.  For  fome  time  the  appearance  of  things 
was  dilmal  ;  the  foldiers  outrageous  on  the  on:  hand, 
and  the  inhabitants  jjaftly  jncepfed  againft  them  on  the 
pfher,  bpth  parties  feeming  difpofed  to  come  to  ac- 

1  •  >  -  i  / 

*  See  his  depofitjon* 

tion. 
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tlon.  In  this  cafe  the  confequences  would  have  been 
terrible  ;  but  by  the  interposition  of  his  Hohor,  fome 
of  his  Majefty’s  council,  a  number  of  civil  magiftrates, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  weight  and  influence,  who  all 
endeavoured  to  calm  and  pacify  the  people,  and  by 
the  two  principal  officers  interpofing  their  authority 
with  regard  to  the  foldiers,  there  was  happily  no  fur¬ 
ther  bloodlhed  en filed  *,  and  by  two  o’clock  the  town 
was  reftored  to  a  tolerable  ftate  of  quiet.  About  that 
time  Capt.  Prefton,  and  a  few  hours  after  the  party 
that  had  fired,  were  committed  to  fafe  cuftody. 

One  happy  effedt  has  arifen  from  this  melancholy 
affair,  and  it  is  the  general  voice  of  the  town  and 
province  it  may  be  a  lading  one — All  the  troops  are 

removed  from  the  town - They  are  quartered  for 

the  prefent  in  the  barracks  at  Caftle  Ifland  ;  from 
whence  it  is  hoped  they  will  have  a  fpeedy  order  to 
remove  intirely  out  of  the  province,  together  with 
thofe  perfuns  who  were  the  occafion  of  their  coming 
hither. 

In  what  manner  this  was  effected,  it  is  not  foreign 
from  the  fubjedt  of  this  narrative  to  relate. 

The  morning  after  the  maflacre  a  town-meeting  was 
held  ;  at  which  attended  a  very  great  number  of  the 
freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town.  They 
were  deeply  imprefled  and  affected  by  the  tragedy  of 
the  preceding  night,  and  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion 
it  was  incompatible  with  their  fafety  that  the  troops 
fhould  remain  any  longer  in  the  town*,  in  confequence 
thereof  they  choie  a  committee  of  fifteen  gentlemen  to 
wait  upon  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant-governor  in 
Council,  to  requeft  of  him  to  ifiue  his  orders  for  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  troops. 
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The  meflage  was  in  theft  words  i 

h  hat  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting  that 
the  inhabitants  and  foldiery  can  no  longer  live  together  in 
fafety  ;  that  nothing  can  rationally  be  expected  to  reftore 
the  peace  of  the  town  and  prevent  further  blood  and  car¬ 
nage,  but  the  immediate  removal  of  the  troops  \  and 
that  we  therefore  moft  fervently  pray  bis  Honor  that  his 
power  and  influence  may  be  exerted  for  their  infant  re¬ 
moval. 

His  Honor’s  rep!  v,  which  was  kid  before  the  town 
then  adjourned  to  the  old  fouth  meeting-houfe,  was 
as  lollows  : 

Gentlemen , 

1  am  extremely  forry  for  the  unhappy  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  inhabitants  and  troops 5  and  efpeci ally  for  the 
at: ion  of  the  l aft  evening ,  and  I  have  exerted  my f elf  upon 
that  occafion ,  that  a  due  enquiry  may  be  made ,  and  that 
(he  law  may  have  its  courfe .  I  have  in  council  ccnfulted 
with  the  commanding  officers  of  the  two  regiments  who 
are  in  the  town .  C1  hey  have  their  orders  from  the  Gene¬ 
ral  at  New  York  :  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  counter¬ 
mand  thofe  orders .  Yhe  Council  have  defired  that  the 
two  regiments  may  be  removed  to  the  Caftle .  From  the 
particular  concern  which  the  29 th  regiment  has  had  in 
your  differences ,  Col.  Dalrympk >  who  is  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  troops ,  has  Signified  that  that  regiment  Jhaii 
without  delay  be  placed  in  the  barracks  at  the  Caftle 9 
until  be  can  fend  to  the  General  and  receive  his  further 
orders  concerning  both  the  regiments ,  and  that  the  main 
guard  fhall  be  removed ,  and  the  14 th  regiment  fo  dij - 
pofed ,  and  laid  under  fuch  refiraint,  that  all  occafton  of 
future  dijturbances  may  be  prevented. 


The 
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The  foregoing  reply  having  been  read  and  fully  cor?- 
fidered — the  queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  report  be 
fatisfaftory  ?  Patted  in  the  Negative  (only  one  diflen- 
tient)  out  of  upwards  of  4000  voters. 

A  refpeftable  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  wait 
on  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant-governor,  and  inform 
him,  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting 
that  the  reply  made  to  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  prefentcd 
his  Honor  in  the  morning ,  is  by  no  means  fat  is  factory  ; 
and  that  nothing  lefs  will  fatisfy  than  a  total  and  imme¬ 
diate  removal  cj  all  the  troops . 

The  Committee  having  waited  upon  the  Lieute¬ 
nant-governor,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  vote,  laid 

before  the  inhabitants  the  following  vote  of  Council 

.  ^ 

received  from  his  Honor. 

His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-aovernor  laid  before  the 
Board  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Bofton  patted  this  after¬ 
noon,  and  then  addretted  the  Board  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council \ 

“  1  lay  before  you  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Bojlon , 
which  I  have  juft  now  received  from  them ,  and  /  now 
ajkyour  advice  what  you  judge  necejjary  to  be  done  upon 
itd' 

The  Council  thereupon  exprejfed  themf  lves  to  be  una - 
nimoujly  of  opinion ,  “  that  it  was  abfolutely  necejjary 
for  his  Majefly  s  fervice ,  the  good  order  of  the  town , 
and  the  peace  of  the  province ,  that  the  troops  floould  be 
immediately  removed  out  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  and 
thereupon  advifed  his  Honor  to  communicate  this  advice 
of  the  Council  to  Col.  Dalrymple ,  and  to  pray  that  he 
would  order  the  troops  down  to  Cajlle  William."  The 

Com - 


ir. 
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Committee  alfo  informed  the  town  that  CoL  Dalrymple , 
after  having  feen  the  vote  of  Council ,  faid  to  the  Com* 
mtttee , 

“  ‘That  he  now  gave  his  word  of  honor  that  he  would 
begin  his  preparations  in  the  morning ,  and  that  there 
Jhould  be  no  unnecejjary  delay  until  the  whole  of  the  two 
regiments  were  removed  to  the  Cajlle 

Upon  the  above  report  being  read,  the  inhabitants 
could  not  avoid  expreffing  the  high  fatisfa&ion  it  af¬ 
forded  them. 

After  meafures  were  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
town  in  the  night  by  a  ftrong  military  watch,  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  diffolved. 
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ftj'TN  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  foregoing 

,j  Narrative  it  is  faid  that  the  town-meeting  was  dffi 
iolved  after  the  meafures  were  taken  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  town  in  the  night  by  a  ftron<*  military 

Our  implacable  enemies,  in  purfuance  of  their  plan 
of*  mnreprefentation,  have  taken  pains  to  miireureient 
this  moft  necc-flary  meafure,  by  declaring  it  to  have 

been  contrary  to  the  mind  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  againft  Law.  ’ 

This  matter  will  be  judged  of,  by  Bating  the  fad 
and  producing  the  Law. 

When  the  Committee,  who  had  waited  on  the 
Lieutenant-governor,  had  reported  to  the  town  that 
the  troops  would  be  removed  to  Caftle  Ifland  (at 
which  time  it  was  near  night)  it  was  thought  neceflary 
for  the  fafety  of  the  town,  and  for  preventing  a  refcuc 
of  ti.e  perfons  committed  to  gaol  lor  firing  upon  and 
killing  a  number  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds,  that  there 
fhould  be  a  military  watch  ;  and  divers  Gentlemen 
were  defired  to  take  the  needful  fteps  for  that  purpofe: 
it  being  then  night,  it  was  impoflible  a  regular  notifi¬ 
cation  fhould  if  foe  from  the  officers  of  the  militia :  a 
c^derable  number  of  refpedable  perfons  therefore 
o.lered  themfelves  voluntiers,  and  did  the  duty  of  a 
military  watch  under  the  diredion  of  the  Lieutenant- 
colonel,  who  attended  that  fervice  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Chief  colonel  of  the  Boflon  regiment.  The 
next  day,  with  two  of  the  feled  men  of  the  town. 
Me  Chid  colonel  went  to  the  Lieutenant-governor,  and 

they 
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they  informed  him,  it  was  apprehended  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  fafety  of  the  town  there  fhould  be  a 
military  watch  kept ;  and  that  the  Colonel  then  waited 
upon  him  to  receive  his  orders.  The  Lieutenant  go¬ 
vernor  declined  giving  any  orders  concerning  it,  but 
laid  the  law  was  clear,  that  the  Colonel,  as  chief  officer 
of  the  regiment,  might  order  a  military  watch  *,  and 
that  he  mmht  do  about  it  as  he  thought  fit.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  and  knowing  the  Law  gave  him  fuch 
a  power,  the  Colonel  iffued  his  orders  for  that  purpofe, 
and  a  regular  watch  was  kept  the  following  night. 
The  next  day  the  Lieutenant-governor  lent  lor  the  Co¬ 
lonel,  and  let  him  know  that  he  was  in  doubt  about 
the  legality  of  the  appointment  of  the  military  watch; 
and  recommended  to  theColonel  to  take  good  adyice, 
whether  he  had  a  right' by  Law  to  order  fuch  a  watch. 

This  being  quite  unexpected  occafioned  the  Colonel 
to  exprefs  himfelf  with  iome  fervor.  He  aifo  faid  he 
had  already  taken  advice,  and  had  no  doubt  of  his  own 
power  ;  but  had  the  preceding  day  waited  upon  his 
Honor  as  commander  in  chief  to  receive  his  orders  ; 
which,  as  his  Honor  had  declined  giving,  and  left  the 
matter  with  h  mfelf,  he  had  appointed  a  military 
watch,  and  judged  it  a  neceffary  meafure  to  quiet  the 
fears  and  apprehenfions  of  the  town.  The  interview 
ended  with  the  Lieutenant-governor’s  recommending 
again,  that  the  Colonel  would  take  care  to  proceed 
according  to  Law  ■,  and  without  his  forbidding  a  mili¬ 
tary  watch.  .  I 

This  military  watch  was  continued  every  night  till 
Col.  Dalrymple  had  caufed  the  two  regiments  under 
his  command  to  be  removed  to  the  barracks  at  Caflle 
Itland.  During  the  continuance  of  the  watch,  the 
Tuftices  of  the  Peace  in  their  turns  attended  every 
night,  and  the  utmoft  order  and  regularity  took  place 
through  the  whole  of  it. 


['  <  C  33  ] 

This  is  the  ftate  of  the  faff,  upon  which  every  one 
left  to  make  his  own  obfervations. 

Now  for  the  Law;  with  refpedt  to  which  nothing 
nore  is  neceffary  than  juft  to  recite  it.  It  runs  thus, 
*  That  there  be  military  watches  appointed  and  kept 
n  every  town,  at  fuch  times,  in  fuch  places,  and  in 
jch  numbers,  and  under  luch  regulation,  as  the  chief 
military  officers  of  each  town  (hall  appoint,  or  as  they 
nay  receive  orders  from  the  chief  officer  of  the  resi¬ 
dent.”* — This  needs  no  comment  ;  it  clearly  autho- 
zes  the  chief  officer  of  the  regiment  to  appoint  mi¬ 
ttary  watches.  The  late  military  watch  in  Bolton 
tein»  founded  on  luch  an  appointment  was  therefore 
^cording  to  Law. 

*  See  a  Law  of  the  Province  for  regulating  the  Mil  tia  made 
the  5th  ye ar  of  William  and  Mary,  Chap.  7.  Sed.  10. 
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APPEND! 


Containing  the  feveral  Depofitions  referred  to 
in  the  preceding  Narrative;  and  alfo 
other  Depofitions  relative  to  the  Subject  of 
it.  ! 


( No.  i. ) 

TJohn  Wilme  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  about  ten 
days  before  the  late  maffacre,  Chriftopher  Rum- 
bly  of  the  14th  regiment  was  at  my  houfe  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  with  fundry  other  foldiers ; 
and  he  the  faid  Rumbly  did  talk  very  much  a&ainft 
the  town,  and  faid,  if  there  Jhould  be  any  interruption , 
that  the  grenadiers  company  was  to  march  up  King - 
Jlreet ;  and  that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  would  join 
with  them,  the  women  fhould  be  lent  to  the  caftle,  or 
fome  other  place  ;  and  that  he  had  been  in  many  a 
battle  ;  and  that  he  did  not  know  but  he  might  be  foon 
in  one  here  ;  and  that  if  he  was,  he  would  level  his 
piece  fo  as  not  to  mifs  ;  and  faid ,  that  the  blood  would 
foon  run  in  the  Jlreets  of  Bojlon  *,  and  that  one  Sumner 
of  the  fame  regiment  did  fay,  that  he  came  here  to 
make  his  fortune  ;  and  that  he  would  as  foon  fight  for 

one 


■  Y-i.11 


[  35  J 

one  king  as  another  and  that  the  two  gaps  would  be 
ftop’d,  laid  one  of  the  foldiers  ;  and  that  they  would 

foon  fweep  the  Jlreets  of  BoJlcn. 

And  further  faith,  that  he  heard  a  foldier’s  wife, 
named  Eleanor  Park,  fay,  that  if  there  fhould  be  any 
difturbance  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  that  if  any  of 
the  people  were  wounded,  fhe  would  take  a  ftone  in 
her  handkerchief  and  beat  their  brains  out,  and  plunder 
the  rebels— And  further  I  fay  not. 


JOHN  WILME. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

John  Wilme  above-named-,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And  John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 


(No.  2.) 

i 

I  Sarah  Wilme  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  about  ten 
days  before  the  late  maflacre,  Chriftopher  Rumbly 
of  the  14th  regiment  was  at  our  houfe  at  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  with  fundry  other  foldiers  ;  and  he 
the  faid  Rumbly  did  talk  very  much  againft  the  town, 
and  faid,  if  there  fhould  be  any  interruption,  that  the 
grenadiers  company  was  to  march  up  King-ftreet 
and  that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  would  join  with 
them,  the  women  fhould  be  fent  to  the  caftle,  or  !ome 
other  place ;  and  that  he  had  been  in  many  battles  ; 

E  2  and 
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•me!  that  he  did  not  know  but  he  might  be  foon  in  one 

here'  ’  ani *  that  if  be  was,  he  -would  level  his  piece  f0  as 
not  to  mifs ;  and  {aid,  that  the  blood  would  foon  run  'in 
t  e  Ju  eets  of  Bofton  ;  and  that  one  Sumner  of  the  fame 
legiment  did  lav,  that  he  came  here  to  make  his  for¬ 
tune  and  that  he  would  as  foon  fight  for  one  king  as 
another  ;  and  that  the  two  gaps  would  be  dop’d,  i'aid 
one  of  the  foldiers  ;  and  that  they  would  foon  / weep  the 
ftreets  oj  Bofion.  And  further  faith  not. 

SARAH  WILME. 
Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

Sarah  Wilme  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 

affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 

of  the  thing. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Tudor,  Juftice  Peace. 


(No.  3.) 

T  David  Cockran  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  I  went  to 
.  the  houfe  of  Mr.  John  Wilme  to  pay  him  a  vifit 
m  the  evening  about  ten  days  before  the  late  maffacre, 
and  there  I  found  four  or  five  fold iers,  and  after  iome 
t  me  the  laid  kVibne  told  me  not  to  be  out  in  the  night  of 
fuch  a  day  (though  I  cannot  pofitively  fay  what  day) 
whereupon  I  afked  him  what  he  meant,  and  he  told 
me  that  there  would  be  dijiurbances ,  Gr  words  to  that 
effeol  and  that  one  {aid  foldiers  took  me  by  the 

arm, 
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m,  nnd  J< aid ,  the  blood  would  foon  run  in  the  ft  reels 

Bofton.  And  further  faith  not. 

his 

Attefl.  Elisha  Story.  David  ()  Cockran. 

•  |  ‘  Mark. 

!  Suffolk,  ff.  Bcjlon ,  March  21,  1770. 

David  Cockran  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 

/aid  affidavit ,  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 

brance  cf  the  thing. 


Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juff.  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

Andj  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  4.) 

T[TILLIAM  NEWHALL,  living  in  Fifh-fireer, 
V  of  Jawful  age,  teftifies  and  lays,  that  on 
nurfday  night,  being  the  firft  of  March  inftant,  be- 
«en  the  market  and  Jullice  Quincey’s  he  met  four 
diers  of  the  29th  regiment,  all  unarm’d,  and  that 
heard  them  fay,  there  was  a  great  many  that  would 
their  dinners  on  Monday  next ,  that  Jhould  not  eat 
j  on  Tuefday . 

0 

WILLIAM  NEWHALL. 

4 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bojlon ,  March  21,  1770. 


William  Newhall  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 

faid 


faid  Affidavit, 
brance  of  the 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace.  | 

(No.  5O 

*|  Nicholas  Feriter  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  Fri- 
day  the  fecond  inftant,  about  half  after  1 1  o’clock,  j 
A.  M.  a  foldier  of  the  29th  regiment,  came  toMr.! 
John  Gray’s  rope-walks,  and  looking  into  one  cf  the 
windows  iaid,  By  God  Bil  have  fatisfabfion!  with 
many  other  oaths  ;  at  the  laft  he  faid,  he  was  not 
afraid  of  any  one  in  the  rope- walks.  I  ftept  out  of  the 
window  and  fpeedily  knocked  up  his  heels  ;  on  fall¬ 
ing  his  coat  flew  open,  and  a  naked  fword  appeared, 
which  one  John  Willfon  following  me  out  took  from 
him,  and  brought  into  the  rope-walks.  The  foldier 
then  went  to  Green’s  barrack,  and  in  about  twenty 
minutes  returned  with  eight  or  nine  more  foldiers  armed 
with  clubs,  and  began,  as  I  was  told,  with  three  or  four 
men  in  Mr.  Gray’s  warehoufe,  afking  them  why  they 
had  abufed  the  foldier  afore! aid  ?  Thefe  men  in  the 
warehoufe  pa  fifed  the  word  down  the  walk  for  the 
hands  to  come  up,  which  they  did,  and  foon  beat 
them  off.  In  a  few  minutes  the  foldiers  appeared  again 
at  the  fame  place,  re-inforced  to  the  number  of  thirty 
or  forty,  armed  with  clubs  and  cutlaffes ,  and  headed 
by  a  tall  negro  drummer  with  a  cutlafs  chained  to  his 
body,  with  which  at  firft  rencounter  I  received  a  cut  on  the 
head,  but  being  immediately  fupported  by  nine  or  ten 
more  of  the  rope- makers,  armed  with  their  wouldring 

fticb, 


taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remtmA 
thing .  * 


"ks,  we  again 

it. 


[  39  J 

beat  th:m  off.  And  further  1  fay 
NICHOLAS  FERITER. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bojlon ,  March  20,  1770. 

Nicholas  Ferriter  above-mentioned ,  after  due 
examination ,  wrzi?  oath  to  tke  aforefaid  affi¬ 
davit^  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
the  thing . 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juf.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 


(No.  6.) 

Jeffrey  Richard fon  of  lawful  a^e  teflify  and  fay, 
that  on  Friday  the  fecond  irritant,  about  eleven 
•clock,  A.  M.  eight  or  ten  foldiers  of  the  20th  rem- 
•ent,  armed  with  clubs,  came  to  Mr.  John  Gray’s 
;  pc-  walks,  and  challenged  ell  the  rope-makers  to  come 
.1  and  fight  them . — All  the  hands  then  prelent,  to  the 
Limber  of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  turned  out  with  their 
ouldring  flicks,  and  beat  them  off  direftly.  They 
ery  fpeedily  returned  to  the  rope-walk,  re-inforced  to 
e  number  of  thirty  or  forty,  and  headed  by  a  tall 
-gro  drummer,  again  challenged  them  out,  which  the 
me  hands  accepting,  again  beat  them  off  widi  con- 
‘derable  bruifes.  And  further  I  fay  not. 


JEFFREY  RICHARDSON. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Boftoiiy  March  19,  1770. 


Jeffrey 
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Jeffrey  Richard  Ion  above-named ,  after  due  ex- 
animation ,  to  the  truth  of  the  above 

affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
oj  the  thing . 

Bej°re%  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 


(No.  7.) 

JOHN  FISHER  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  faith, 
^  that  on  the  fecond  day  of  March,  between  eleven 
and  twelve  o'clock,  A.  M.  he  faw  about  fix  foldiers 
going  towards  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope-walk,  fome  with 
clubs  ;  they  had  not  been  there  long,  before  they  re¬ 
turned  quicker  than  they  went,  and  retreated  into  their 
barracks,  and  brought  out  the  light  infantry  company, 
with  many  others,  and  went  againft  the  rope-makers 
again  ;  but  were  foon  beat  off  as  far  as  Green’s-lane,  the 
foldiers  following  and  chafing  many  perfons  they  could 
lee  in  the  lane  with  their  clubs,  and  endeavouring  to 
ftrike  them,  when  a  corpora!  came  and  ordered  them 
into  the  barracks. — And  further  faith,  that  on  Saturday 
the  third  inftant,  he  faw  the  foldiers  making  clubs  • 
and  by  what  he  could  underfland  from  their  converfa- 
tion,  they  were  determined  to  have  fatisfadii on  by  Mon¬ 
day .  And  further  faith  not. 

JOHN  FISHER. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bojion ,  March  17,  1770. 

John  Fifher  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion^  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affi¬ 
davit , 
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davit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
cf  the  thing . 

Before ,  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quoru  m, 

And,  Sam  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace, 


(No.  8.) 

T  JOHN  HILL  aged  fixty-nine  teftify,  that  in  the 
forenoon  of  Friday  the  fecond  of  March  current,  I 
was  at  a  houfe  the  corner  of  a  paffage  way  leading 
from  Atkinfon’s-ftrect  to  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope- walks, 
near  Green’s  barracks  fo  called,  when  I  faw  eight  or 
ten  foldiers  pafs  the  window  with  clubs  ;  I  immedi¬ 
ately  got  up  and  went  to  the  door,  and  found  them  re¬ 
turning  from  the  ropewalks  to  the  barracks  *,  whence 
they  again  very  fpeedily  re-appeared,  now  increafed  to 
the  number  of  thirty  or  forty,  armed  with  clubs  and 
other  weapons.  In  this  latter  company  was  a  tall 
negro  drummer,  to  whom  I  called,  you  black  rafeal, 
what  have  you  to  do  with  white  people’s  quarrels  ?  He 
anfwered,  I  fuppole  I  may  look  on,  and  went  forward. 
I  went  out  due's  ly  and  commanded  the  peace,  telling  them 
I  was  in  commijjion  ;  but  they  not  regarding  me ,  knocked 
down  a  rope-maker  in  my  prefence ,  and  two  or  three  cf 
them  beating  him  with  clubs ,  I  endeavoured  to  relieve 
him  \  but  on  approaching ,  the  fellows  who  were  mauling 
him ,  one  of  them  with  a  great  club  fir  tick  at  me  with 
fuch  violence ,  that  had  I  not  happily  avoided ,  it  might 
have  been  fatal  to  me.  The  party  laft  mentioned 
rufhed  in  towards  the  rope-walks,  and  attacked  the 
rope-makers  nigh  the  tar-kettle,  but  were  foon  beat  off, 
drove  out  of  the  pafihge-way  by  which  they  entered, 
and  were  followed  by  the  rope-makers,  whom  1  per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded  to  go  back,  and  tliey  read'll v  obeyed.  And 
further  I  fay  not. 

JOHN  HILL. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bo  ft  on,  March  19,  i  yjo. 

John  Hill,  Efq-,  above  named,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  trtitb  of  the  afore- 
Jaid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  cf  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  9.) 

T  JOHN  GRAY  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
^  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the  maiTacre  on  the 
Monday  evening  of  the  5th  inftanc,  Middleton  the 
chimneysweeper  being  at  my  houfe,  laid  to  my  maid, 
as  ftk  informed  me,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  folders,  and  they  had  determined  to  have  their  re¬ 
venge  of  the  rope-walk  people  •,  being  alarmed  with 
this  news,  I  determined  to  fee  Col.  Dairy mple  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning.  At  Sabbath-noon  1  was  lurprized  at 
hearing  that  Col.  Carr  and  his  officers  had  entered  my 
rope* walk,  opened  the  windows,  doors,  &c.  giving 
out  that  they  were  fetching  lor  a  dead  ferjeant  of 
their  regiment*,  this  put  me  upon  immediately  wait¬ 
ing  upon  Col.  Dalrymple,  to  whom  !  related  what  i 
underftood  had  pa  fled  at  the  rope-walk  days  before  ; 
he  replied  it  was  much  the  fame  as  he  had  heard  bom 
h :s  people  ;  bur,  fays  he,  your  man  was  the  ag- 
grefior  in  affronting  one  of  my  people,  by  afking  him 

if 
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*  * 

if  he  wanted  to  work,  and  then  telling  him  to  clean  his 
little-houfe.”  For  this  expreffion  i  difmiffcd  my  jour¬ 
neyman  on  the  Monday  morning  following  ;  and  fur¬ 
ther  faid,  I  would  do  ail  in  my  power  to  prevent  my 
peoples  giving  them  any  affront  in  future.  He  then 
allured  me  he  had,  and  fhould  do  every  thing  in  hjs 
power  to  keep  his  foldiers  in  order,  and  prevent  their  any 
more  entering  my  inclofure.  Prefently  after  Col.  Carr 
came  in,  and  afked  Co!.  Dalrvmple  what  they  fhould 
do,  for  they  were  daily  lofing  their  men  ;  that  three  of 
his  grenadiers  palling  quietly  by  the  rope* walks  were 
greatly  abufed,  and  one  of  them  lo  much  beat  that  he 
would  die.  He  then  faid  he  had  been  fearchinn;  for 
a  ferjeant  who  had  been  murdered  *,  upon  which  1  faid 
Yes,  Colonel,  I  hear  your  have  been  fearching  for  him 
in  my  rope-walks ;  and  afked  him  whether  that  ferjeant 
had  been  in  the  affray  there  on  the  Friday  ;  he  replied 
No;  for  he  was  feen  on  the  Saturday.  I  then  afked 
him  how  he  could  think  of  looking  for  him  in  my 
walks  ;  and  that  had  he  applied  to  me,  I  would  have 
waited  on  him,  and  opened  every  apartment  1  had  for 
his  fatisfadtion. 

JOHN  GRAY. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bojton ,  March  22,  1770. 

John  Gray  above  named ,  after  due  examination , 
made  oath  to  the  truth  cf  the  above-written 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before ,  Ri,  Dana,  Juftice  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


F  2 
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(No.  io.) 


A  RCHIBALD  M‘NEIL  jun.  of  lawful  age  tefti- 
fies  and  lays,  that  on  Saturday  the  third  inftant, 
about  half  an  hour  alter  four  in  the  afternoon* 
the  deponent  with  two  apprentices  were  (pinning  •  1 
at  the  lower  end  of  Mr.  M ‘Neil’s  rope- walk,  three 
ftout  grenadiers  armed  with  bludgeons  came  to  them, 
and^  addrefling  the  deponent  faid,  You  damn’d  dogs , 
don’t  you  deferve  to  be  kill’d?  Are  you  fit  to  die?  The 
deponent  and  company  being  quite  unarmed  gave  no 
anfwer.  James  Bayley,  a  lea-faring  young  man,  com¬ 
ing  up,  faid  to  the  deponent,  &c.  Why  did  you  not 
anfwer?  One  of  the  grenadiers,  named  Dixfon,  hear¬ 
ing  him,  came  up  to  Bayley,  and  afked  him  if  he  was  j 
minded  to  vindicate  the  caufe  ?  Bayley  alfo  unarmed 
did  not  anfwer  till  James  Young  came  up,  who,  though 
equally  naked,  faid  to  the  grenadier,  Damn  it,  I  know 
what  a  foldier  is.  That  grenadier  flood  (fill,  and  the 
other  who  had  threatened  the  deponent  came  up  and 
(truck  at  him,  which  Young  fended  off  with  his  arms, 
and  then  turning  aimed  a  blow  at  the  deponent,  which 
had  it  reached  might  probably  have  been  .fatal.  Pa¬ 
trick - ,  Mr.  Winter  Calef’s  journeyman,  feeing 

the  affray,  went  into  the  tan-houle,  and  bringing  ouc 
two  batts  gave  one  to  a  bydander,  who,  together  with 
Patrick,  foon  cleared  the  walk  of  them.  And  further 
faith  not. 

ARCHIBALD  M'NEIL. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

Archibald  M‘Neil  above-named ,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  made  oath  to  the  above  affidavit, 

taken 
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taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the 
thing . 

Before ,  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of*  the 

Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  n.) 


ARY  THAYER  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays. 


-i  ▼  JL  that  on  Sabbath  day  evening,  the  4th  current,  a 
foldier  of  the  29th,  named  Charles  Malone,  came  into 
Mr.  Amos  Thayer’s  houfe,  brother  to  the  deponent, 
and  lent  a  young  lad  belonging  to  Mr.  Thayer  up 
ftairs  to  his  mailer,  defiring  him  to  come  down  to  him, 
Mr.  Thayer  refufed  to  come  down  or  have  any  thing 
to  fay  to  him.  The  deponent  going  down  on  other 
occafion  faid,  fhe  would  hear  what  the  foldier  had  to 
fay  *,  and  coming  to  the  foldier  told  him  her  brother 
was  engaged.  The  foldier  faid,  Tour  brother ,  as  you 
call  him ,  is  a  man  1  have  a  very  great  regard  for ,  and 
came  here  to  defire  him  to  keep  in  the  houfe  ahd  not  be 
out ,  for  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  dijlurbancc  end 
blood  between  that  time  and  Tuefday  night  at  12  o'clock. 
He  repeatedly  faid  he  had  a  greater  regard  for  Mr. 
Thayer  than  any  one  in  Bofton,  and  on  that  account 
came  to  defire  him  to  keep  in  the  houfe ,  which  if  live  did 
there  would  be  no  danger.  After  repeating  the  above 
frequently,  he  even  turned  at  the  door,  and  faid,  my 
name  is  Charles  Malone,  your  brother  knows  me  well, 
and  infilled  very  earnellly  that  the  deponent  would  not 
negled  informing  her  brother,  and  lurcher  faith  not. 


MARY  THAYER. 


Suffolk,  flf.  Bofton ,  March  17,  1770. 


Mary 


* 
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Mary  Thayer  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing .J 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  12.) 

T  Mary  Brailsford  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare, 
that  on  Sunday  evening  the  4th  inftant  a  perfon 
knocked  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Thayer’s  houfe  ;  Mr. 
Thayer’s  lad  went  to  fee  who  it  was;  the  boy  went  up 
flairs  to  his  mafler,  and  the  (oldier  came  into  the  room 
where  I  then  was;  Mifs  Mary  Thayer  and  the  boy 
came  down  flairs  into  the  fame  room.  Mifs  Thayer 
told  the  loldier  her  brother  was  engaged  and  could 
not  be  fpoke  with,  he  faid,  “  Tour  brother .  as  you  call 
him,  is  a  man  I  have  a  great  regard  for ,  and  1  came  on 
purpofe  to  tell  him  to  keep  in  his  houfe,  for  before  Tuef- 
day  night  next  at  twelve  o'  clock  there  will  be  a  great 
deal  of  blood  Jhed ,  and  a  great  many  lives  lojlf  ’  and 
added,  that  he  came  out  of  particular  regard  to  her 
brother  to  advife  him  to  keep  in  his  houfe ,  for  then  he 
would  be  out  of  harm's  way  :  he  faid  your  brother 
knows  me  very  well,  my  name  is  Charles  Malory;  he 
then  went  away.  And  further  faith  not. 

her 

MARY  +  BRAILSFORD, 
Atteft,  Wm.  Palfrey.  Mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

Mary 


Mary  Brails  ford  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination ,  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 

written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  13.) 

IT  Afa  Copeland  of  lawful  age  Certify  and  declare, 
dt  that  on  Sunday  evening  the  4th  inftant  a  foldier, 
named  Malone,  came  to  the  houle  of  my  mafter, 
Mr.  Amos  Thayer,  and  afked  for  the  young  man  that 
ived  in  the  houle.  J  afked  him  what  young  man  he 
meant*,  he  laid  the,  young  man  a  carpenter.  I  fup- 
nofing  he  meant  my  mafter,  told  him  he  was  up  ftairs. 
He  then  afked  me  to  go  and  call  him,  and  faid  he 
wanted  to  fpcak  with  him  :  I  then  went  up  and  told 
my  mafter  that  Malone  was  below  and  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  him.  My  mafter  told  me  to  tell  him  he  was 
rngaged  and  could  not  go  down,  and  faid  if  he  had 
uny  thing  to  lay  he  muft  fay  it  to  his  fifter  Mifs  Mary 
Thayer.  I  then  went  down,  and  heard  faid  Malone 
aying  to  Mifs  Thayer.  “  I  would  have  him  keep  in, 
or  I  have  a  greater  regard  for  Mr.  Thayer  than  for 
-ny  other  perfon  in  town*,”  and  added,  I  would  have 
vim  keep  in  his  own  place ,  for  by  \ Tuefday  night  next 
before  twelve  o'clock  there  will  be  a  great  many  lives 
off  and  a  great  deal  of  blood  fhed ,  which  he  repeated 
everal  times.  As  he  was  going  out  of  the  door  he 
urned  back  and  faid  Mr.  Thayer  knew  him  very  well, 
-nd  had  drank  with  him,  that  his  name  was  Charles 
Malone.  And  further  faith  not. 

ASA  COPELAND. 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  ff.  Bofion,  March  17,1 770,  I 

Afa  Copeland  above-  named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  j 
of  the  thing.  ;| 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum,  j 
John  Hill,  juft.  Peace.  j 

(No.  14.)  5  j 

T  John  Brailsford  of  lawful  age  teflify,  that  on  Mon- 
“**  day  evening  the  5th  inftant  as  I  was  paffing  by  the 
centry  at  Col.  Dalrymple’s  houfe  in  GreenVlane,  I 
allied  a  foldier  named  Swan ,  of  the  29th  regiment, 
what  was  the  realon  of  their  peoples  going  about  arm¬ 
ed  with  clubs  in  iuch  a  manner,  and  troubling  the 
town* s  people.  Swan  told  me.  Ton  will  fee ,  you  had 
better  go  home ,  and  more  to  the  fame  purpole.  When 
the  guns  were  fired  I  returned  back  and  afked  Swan 
what  that  could  mean  ;  Swan  waving  his  head,  laid 
it’s  the  guards,  there  is  no  fhot  there  :  You  had  better 
go  home ,  and  by  all  his  behaviour  and  difcourfe  he 
manifefted  his  full  acquaintance  with  the  whole  affair. 
And  furthea  laith  not. 

JOHN  BRAILSFORD. 
Suffolk*  ff  Bofton,  March  21.  1770. 

John  Brailsford  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 


Before 
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K Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  15.) 

TAthaniel  Noyes  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  on  laft  Sabbath  evening,  the  4th  day  of  March 
^ent5  a  little  after  dark,  he  faw  five  or  fix  foldiers 
ihe  14th  and  29th  regiments,  each  of  them  with 
±s,  pacing  through  Fore-ftreet,  and  heard  them 
that  if  they  faw  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
out  in  the  flreet  after  nine  o’clock,  they  f bore  by 
,  they  would  knock  them  downy  be  they  who  they 
• 

NATH.  NOYES. 

uffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

Nathaniel  Noyes  above-named,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

<efore  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  16.) 

chard  Ward  of  lawful  age  does  teftify  and  fay, 
tiat  on  the  Lord’s-day  evening  preceding  the 

inftanr,  about  dufk  he  went  to 
sne  Mr.  Dines  (who  is  a  foldier  in  the  twenty-ninth 
tnent,  and  who  worked,  when  he  was  not  upon 

^  '  dutv, 

4  * 
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duty,  In  Mr.  John  Piemont  Peruke- maker’s  fliop  with 
the  deponent,  a  journeyman  to  faid  Piemont)  the  faid 
Dines  lives  near  the  barracks  at  New-Bofton  ;  when 
your  deponent  was  there,  he  heard  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  faid  29th  regiment  fay  to  the  ferjeants ,  Don't 
let  any  of  your  people  go  out  unlefs  there  be  eight  or  ten  , 
together .  I 

RICHARD  WARD.  1 

t  - 1 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bolton,  March  16,  1770. 

Richard  IVard  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above - 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re* 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

m 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum,  1 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

>  -  ji 

*•  i  *  4m 

(No.  17.) 

i  "a 

JAne  Ufher  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  about  1 
nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the 
fifth  day  of  March  current,  fhe  being  in  the  front 
chamber  of  the  houfe  of  John  Scollay,  Efq;  on  Dock- 
fquare,  from  the  window  favv  two  perfons  in  the  habit 
of  foldiers,  one  of  whom  being  on  horfe-back  appeared  1: 
to  be  an  officer’s  fervant :  the  perfon  on  the  horle  firu 
fpoke  to  the  other,  but  what  he  faid  fhe  is  not  able  toi 
fay,  though  the  window  was  open,  and  fhe  not  morer 
than  twenty  feet  diftant ;  the  other  replied,  he  hoped  \ 
he  fheuld  fee  blood  enough  fpilt  before  morning . 

JANE  USHER. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Boflon,  March  1 6,  1770. 

Jant ! 


f 
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"Jane  Ufoer  above named,  after  due  examination , 
;;Wc’  oath  to  the  truth  of  tb '  abo  ve  written 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  fememlrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No,  1 8.) 

^/JAtthew  Adams  (living  with  Mr.  John  Arnold) 
1  ^  being  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  lays,  that  on 
londay  evening  the  firth  day  of  March  inftant,  be- 
wecn  the  hours  of  feven  and  eight  of  the  clock,  he 
:=ent  to  the  houfe  of  corporal  Perfhall,  of  the  twenty^ 
i  nth  regiment,  near  Quaker-lane,  where  he  faw  the 
'Drporal  and  his  wife,  with  one  of  the  fifers  of  faid 
:  giment ;  when  he  had  got  what  he  went  for,  and 
as  coming  away,  the  corporal  called  him  back,  and 
'  fired  him  with  great  earnefinefs  to  go  home  to  his 
v-ffier* s  houfe  as  foon  as  bufinefs  was  over ,  and  not  be 
rroad  on  any  account  that  night  in  particular ,  for  the 
]  Idler  s  were  determined  to  be  revenged  on  the  rope-walk 
:  ople  ;  and  that  much  mif chief  would  be  done  upon 
ihich  the  fifer  (about  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of 
ge)  faid,  he  hoped  in  God  they  would  burn  the  town 
rtyn  ;  on  this  he  lei c  the  houle,  and  the  faid  corporal 
died  after  him  again,  and  begg’d  he  would  mind 
ihat  he  had  faid  to  him.  And  further  faith  not. 

MATTHEW  ADAMS. 

Suffolk,  ft'.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 


Matthew  Adams  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination^  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 

G  2  / aid 
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fatd  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Mil  l,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  19.) 

CAIeb  Swan  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
bn  Monday  night,  the  5th  of  March  1770,  be¬ 
ing  at  Mr.  Sample’s  door,  at  the  north  part  of  the 
town  near  the  north  battery,  at  the  time  of  the  bells 
ringing  for  fire,  he  heard  a  woman’s  voice,  whom 
he  knew  to  be  the  fuppofed  wife  of  one  Montgomery 
a  grenadier  of  the  twenty-ninth  regiment,  ftandino-  at 
her  door,  and  heard  her  fay,  it  was  not  fire ;  the  town 
was  too  haughty  and  too  proud  ;  that  many  of  their 
drfes  would,  be  laid  low  before  the  morning  ;  upon  which 
Sulanna  Cathcart  faid  to  her,  I  hope  your  hufband 
will  be  killed  ;  on  which  the  woman  replied  My 
hufband  is  able  and  will  ftand  his  ground. 

CALEB  SWAN, 

Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton  March  21,  1770. 

Caleb  Swan  above-named,  after  due  examination, 
made  oath  to  the  tru:h  of  the  above  affidavit , 

taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  thtt 
thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace.  I 

(No?  29.} 
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(No.  20.) 

rgaret  Swanfborouah  of  lawful 


age 


teftlfies 


M A  - 

and  fays,  that  a  free  woman,  named  Black  P  g, 
who  has  kept  much  with  the  foldiers,  on  hearing  the 
difturbance  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  faid, 
*The  foldiers  were  not  to  be  trod  upon  by  the  inhabitants , 
but  would  know  before  morning ,  whether  they  or  the 
inhabitants  were  to  be  mafiers.  Since  which  tune,  the 
faid  Black  Peg  has  lold  off  her  huufhold  fluff  and 
left  the  town,  on  her  hearing  what  (he  had  faid  before 
was  given  in  to  the  committee  of  enquiry 

her 

MARG  ARET  -f  SWANSBOROUGH. 

mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  20,  1770. 

Margaret  Swanfborough  afore-named,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
afore  faid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

■  Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


' i  1  vfB 


'  L 

■ .  rif  .1 ,  i  j 


p,V 


•  ;  f' 


I*!  ' ; 

t 


I  fs'g 


thl  U 


|HVS: 


,  ,  »- 

I  '•  ' 

)  ■ 


* '  .1  "  1 


l • 


f r 


I 


(No.  21.) 

Obert  Pierpont  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  going  to  fee  a  fick  neighbour  between  the 
hours  of  feven  and  eight  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth 
cuirent,  two  foldiers  arm’d,  one  with  a  broad  fword, 

the 
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the  other  with  a  club,  palled  him  near  the  Hay-mar¬ 
ket,  going  towards  the  town-houfe,  learning  in  great 
Ijafte.  In  a  few  miniues  they  returned  and  hallowed 
very  loud,  Colonel.  Before  the  deponent  reached 
Mr.  Weft’s  houfe,  where  he  was  going,  they  paged 
him  again,  joined  by  another  with  a  blue  furtout, 
who  had  a  bayonet  with  which  he  gave  the  deponent  a 
back-handed  ftroke,  apparently  more  to  affront  than 
hurt  him.  On  complaint  of  this  treatment,  he  fa  id., 
the  deponent  Jhould  foon  bear  more  of  it ,  and  threatened 
him  very  hard.  And  further  faith  not. 

ROB.  PIER  PONT. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

Robert  Pierpont  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  22.) 

JOhn  Brown  cf  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
coming  homewards  about  nine  of  the  clock  on 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  current,  he  fell  in  with  Na¬ 
thaniel  Bofworth,  and  walking  flowly  together,  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  fouthward  of  Liberty-tree  fo  called,  they 
met  a  parcel  of  foldiers,  about  fix  or  feven  in  num¬ 
ber,  walking  very  faft  into  town ;  one  of  the  fore¬ 
men  faid,  Damn  you  ftand  out  of  the  way ,  and  ftruck 
the  deponent  a  blow  on  the  breaft,  which  made  him 
ftagger  and  fall  nearly  to  the  ground,  tho*  he  had 

fheared 
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iheared  out  of  the  way.  The  foldiers  prefied  along, 
curfing  and  damning ,  towards  the  .town-houfe  with 
naked  bayonets  in  their  hands. 

JOHN  BROWN. 

Suffolk,  AT.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

‘ John  Brown  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
affidavit ,  taken  to  ■perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

The  Following  Depofition  fhould  have  immediately 

preceded  No.  5. 

(No.  23.) 

SAmuel  Boftwick  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  on  Friday  the  fecond'  inftant,  between  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  three  foldiers  of 
the  29th  regiment  came  up  Mr.  Gray’s  rope-walk, 
and  William  Green,  one  of  the  hands,  fpoke  to  one 
of  them,  faying,  Soldier,  will  you  work  ?  The  fol- 
dier  replied,  Yes:  Green  faid,  then  go  and  clean 
my  f— t-houfe.  The  lbldier  fwore  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
that  he  would  have  recompence,  and  tarried  a  good 
while  fwcaring  at  Green,  who  took  no  further  notice 
of  him,  and  then  went  off,  and  foon  after  returned 
to  the  rope-walk  with  a  party  of  thirty  or  forty  foldiers, 
headed  by  a  tall  negro  drummer,  and  challenged  the 
rope-makers  to  come  out.  All  hands  then  prefent,  being 
about  13  or  14,  turn’d  out  and  beat  them  oft,  con- 
ftderably  bruifed.  And  further  faith  not. 

SAMUEL  BUST  WICK. 

Suffolk, 


Suffolk,  flf.  Bofton,  March  ig9  1770. 

Samuel  Bojlwick ,  above-named ,  after  due  exa- 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  24.) 

T  T y  ’er  of  lawful  age  do  teftify  and  fay; 

tnat  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  March,  a  little 
aiter  nine  o  dock,  as  I  was  coming  up  Kincr-ftreet 
juft  before  I  got  to  the  Cuftom-houfe  /  faw  °the  cen- 
tmel  running  after  a  boy ,  and  immediately  heard  him 
ay  out  as  tho'  in  grgat  diflrefs.  I  alked  the  boy  what 
w.ji  toe  matter,  he  tiolfcl  me  the  centinel  had  ftruck  hint 
with  his  gun  and  bayonet ,  becauL  he  allied  Capt.  Gold* 
finch  for  fome  money  that  he  owed  him.  The  cen* 
tinel  faid,  that  he  fhould  not  ufe  an  officer  ill  in  the 
the  ftreet.  Soon  after  the  boy  left  the  centinel  and 
went  away,  and  immediately  ten  or  twelve  foldiers 
came  running  up  Sillby’s  alley,  crying  out,  Where  are 
your  Sons  of  Liberty?  and  went  from  thence  to  Corn* 
full.  I  Hi!  ther  teftify,  that  when  the  above  complaint 
was  made  of  the  centinel’ s  {hiking  the  barber’s  boy, 
there  were  few  people  in  the  ftreet  ;  7  faw  but  five  or 
fix  about  them ,  who  immediately  difperfed.  I  then  left 
King-ftreet  and  went  up  to  Corn  hill. 

WILLIAM  TYLER. 


Suffolk,' 
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Suffolk,  fT.  Bo  ft  on,  Anarch  21,  1  770; 

IVilliam  Tyler  above-named ,  after  due  exami - 
mm  at  ion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
aforefaid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace,  ' 


(No.  25.) 

JLJEnry  Bafs  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  going 
from  his  houfe  in  Winter-ftreet,  on  Monday 
evening  tne  fifth  of  March,  to  lee  a  friend  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper’s  meeting- 
houfe,  that  tne  bell  was  ringing  for  nine  o’clock  when  he 
came  put  of  his  houfe,  and  that  he  proceeded  down  the 
main  ftreet,  and  going  near  Draper’s  alley,  leading  to 
Murray  s  barracks,  through  which  he  purpofed  to  pafs, 
heard  fome  boys  huzzaing,  and  imagines  that  there  were 
Jix  or  f even  of  them ,  and  not  more  ;  and  prefently  after  he 
^iaw  two  or  three  perlons  in  faid  alley  with  weapons, 
but  cannot  pofitivcly  fay  what  they  were.— Soon  after 
Several  more  came  into  the  alley  and  made  a  Tally  our, 
'and  thofe  that  came  out  were  foldiers,  and  thinks 
were  all  grenadiers,  as  they  were  ftout  men,  and  were 
WLt^  ^arSe  naked  cutlaffes ;  they  made  at  every 
\ody  cominS tn  tbeir  ■way,  cutting  and  JlaJhing  ;  the  faid 
lepqneiK  very  narrowly  elcaped  receiving  a  cut  from 
5e  to  re  in  oft  of  them,  who  purfued  him  below  Mr. 
otrnpfon  s  ftone  fhop,  where  lie  made  a  ftand ;  pre- 
:ently  after,  going  up  Cornhill  he  met  an  oyfter  man, 

,<v  0  ai  [q  the  deponent.  Damn  it,  this  is  wbat  / 

J  i  got 


J-rf 


r  58  ] 

a^d  J hewed  the  deponent  a  large  cut 
r  a  7eceived  Jrom  one  of  the  foldiers  with  a  cut - 
aJs  °Jer fit  right Jhoulder  ;  laid  deponent  thinking  it 
n,?^  a  c’  out  very  dangerous  for  him  to  go  through  the 
a,  returned  home  by  the  way  of  King-ftreet 

t  rough  Royal  Exchange-lane,  and  pafted  by  the  cen- 
tinel  at  the  corner  of  the  Cuftom-houf'e  ;  and  faid  de¬ 
ponent  further  lays,  that  he  never  faw  fewer  perfons  in 
eet,  conjidering  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  evenings 
™rily  heh eyes  there  was  not  twelve  perfons  between 
the  Crown  Coffee-hcufe  and  the  bottom  of  the  Tewn-bcufe ; 
he  imagines  it  to  be  then  about  fifteen  or  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  after  nine.  After  faid  deponent  got  to  the  head 
o  the  Town-houfe,  he  met  a  great  many  perfons  whq 
enquned  or  him  about  the  affair;  the  faid  deponent 
told  them  there  had  been  an  affray  by  Murray5?  bar¬ 
racks,  but  that  it  was  then  over.  And  further  this  de¬ 
ponent  faith  not. 


HENRY  BASS. 

*  *  *  /  '■ A 

4  & .  -  «  * 

Suffolk,  If,  Bofion,  March  16,  1770. 

The  above-named  Henry  Bafs  perfonally  appear¬ 
ing,  and  being  carefully  examined  and  duly 
cautioned  to  tejlify  the  whole  truth,  maketh 
folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depofition  by 
him  fubforibed ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
membrane e  of  the  thing . 


Ppfore  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum 
JofiN  Hill,  Juft,  Peace. 


f 
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(No.  2 6.) 

T  William  Le  Baron  of  Bofton  of  lawful  age  teftify 
and  fay,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  day  of 
this  inftant  March,  about  ten  minutes  after  nine  o’clock, 
being  in  King-ftreet  with  my  brother  Francis  Le  Baron, 
faw  a  foldier,  the  centry  of  the  cuftom-houfe  door, 
tunning  after  a  barber’s  boy  ;  the  boy  called  out  as  if 
he  was  in  diftrefs,  and  the  foldier  purfuing  him  with 
his  firelock  told  him,  if  he  did  not  hold  his  tongue  he 
wou]d  put  a  ball  through  him  ;  after  which  the  foldier 
returned  to  his  poll;  immediately  after  this  I  heard  a 
great  noife  in  Silfby’s  lane,  fo  called,  and  immediately 
about  thirteen  or  fourteen  foldiers  appeared  in  King- 
ftreet,  near  the  watch- h ou fe,  with  their  drawn  fwords, 
tutlaffes*  and  bayonets,  calling  out,  hVhcre  are  the 
damn  d  boogers ,  cowards ,  where  are  your  Liberty  boys  ? 
at  which  time  there  was  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  per - 
Jons  in  King-fir  eet  \  one  of  the  foldiers  came  up  to  me, 
damn’d  me,  and  made  fever al  pajfcs  at  me  with  a 
drawn  fword ,  the  laft  of  which  the  fword  went  be¬ 
tween  my  arm  and  breaji ,  and  then  I  run,  as  I  had 
nothing  to  defend  myfelf,  and  was  purfued  by  a  foldier 
with  a  naked  bayonet,  who  f wore  he  would  run  me 
through  \  at  which  time  your  deponent  cried,  Fire  ! 
and  foon  after  the  bells  rung.  And  further  your  de¬ 
ponent  faith  not. 

WILLIAM  LE  BARON. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  19,  1770. 

tVilliam  l.e  Baron  above  named ,  after  due  ex  a* 
mutation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit^  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dan  a,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Mill,  Juft.  Peace. 

H  a  (No, 


(No.  27.) 

W“WIS  teft'fies  and  %s>  that  on  the  even* 
ing  following  Monday  the  fifth  inftant,  about 

co  intn  rn  r "g  thr°uUSh  King-ft<-«t  in  order  to 
g  nto  CoinLill-ftieer,  while  he  was  crofting  King- 

houfe  doo  an  M  Pe°P'e  ?ra,?Sling  at  the  Cuftom- 
houie  doo.,  and  he  immediately  faw  four  foldiers  of 

l  J°"S  T  5°m  betwee"  the  Watch- 

i.wU.e  and  the  lown-Houfe  fteps,  at  the  eafl:  end  nf 

JfoVW  in  th«r  <hort  jackets,  with  drawn /words  in 
their  hands ,  two  of  whom  run  after  the  deponent  and 
purfaed  h,m  do fe  until  he  got  to  his  home  fn  CornhiH 
ftreet,  where,  juft  *s  he  entered  the  door,  one  of  the  fol 
dters  jlruck  at  him  either  with  his  /word  or  bayonet  but 
the  deponent  rather  thinks  it  was  the  latter,  as  he  after¬ 
wards  found  a  three- fquare  hole  cut  in  the  fkirt  of  his 

■  ?rC°;;t’  7  mCH  hAe  VC.nly  beJieves  was  made  by  the  blow 
mat  the  foldier  ftruck  at  him.  And  further  laith  not. 

WILLIAM  LEWIS. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

lVf«7LLCWiJ  abo™-namd’  afier  due  examr 
na^ion,  maue  oath  to  the  truth  0/  the  above 

;f ft  iff. m  “  ,bc 

Btfor'  J°Quo™“°°CK’  Juft-  Pca"  and  of  ,h» 
John  Hill*  Juft.  Peace., 


(No. 
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(No.  28.) 

VT  Athaniel  Thayer  cf  lawful  age  teftifies,  that  on 
**  Monday  evening  the  fifth  of  March,  about  nine 
of  the  clock,  as  he  lat  in  his  houfe  in  Cornhill,  he 
heard  a  great  noife,  at  which  he  went  to  the  door,  and 
faw  a  number  of  people  by  Mr.  Quincy’s  door,  near 
Murray’s  barracks,  where  he  heard  the  flicks  and 
clubs  going,  upon  which  fire  was  cried,  and  prefently 
ran  five  foldiers  as  he  fuppofes  from  the  main-guard, 
with  fwords  or  cutlaflej,  fwearing  and  damning,  and 
faying  “  Where  are  they  ?  cut  them  to  pieces”  The 
foldiers  in  their  waiftcoats  came  to  his  door  and  in- 
fulted  him  ;  fo  he  fhut  his  door  and  went  in. 

NATH.  THAYER. 
Suffolk,  IT.  Bofion,  March  19,  1770. 

Nathaniel  Thayer  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
cf  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Jufl.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  29.) 

T  Ifaac  Parker  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
being  at  Mr.  Richard  Salter’s  houle  on  the  evening 
©f  the  fifth  current,  heard  a  great  noife  in  the  ftreet, 
upon  which  I  went  to  the  entry-door,  and  faw  a  great 
number  of  foldiers  in  their  jackets  without  fleeves, 
having  naked  cutlajfes  in  their  hands ,  flourifiiing  them 

over 
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over  their  heads,  one  of  whom  alTauIted  me  with  a 
naked  cutlafs,  aiming  a  ftroke  at  my  head,  which  I 
happily  avoided  by  a  fudden  retreat  in-doors. 

ISAAC  PARKER. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  19,  1770, 

Ifaac  Parker  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re « 
membranes  of  the  thing. 

Before  Rt.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum* 
John  Hill,  juft.  Peace. 

# 

(No.  30.) 

1  Bartholomew  Kneeland  of  Bofton,  merchant,  being  of 
lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing  the  fifth  inftant  (being  at  my  lodgings  at  the  houfc 
of  my  fifttr  Mrs.  Mehetable  Torry,  widow  of  the  late 
Mr.  Samuel  Torrey,  deceafed)  about  fifteen  minutes 
after  nine  of  die  clock,  hearing  a  bell  ring,  which  I 
fuppofed  was  for  fire,  went  immediately  to  the  front 
door,  followed  by  Mr.  Matthias  King,  Mrs.  Torrey* 
and  two  others  of  the  family  ;  (landing  at  the  door  for 
the  fpace  of  four  or  five  minutes,  I  Jaw  a  number  offol- 
dters  with  broad  /words  and  bayonets  in  the  main  Street 
near  the  town  pump ,  making  a  great  noife  one  of  the 
laid  foidiers,  when  nearly  oppofite  to  me,  fpake  to 
me  the  following  words,  viz.  Damn  you,  what 
do  you  do  there ?  get  in-,  to  which  I  made  no 
anfwer;  the  fame  foldier  immediately  crcjfed  the  gutter , 
and  coming  up  to  me  pointed  bis  naked  bayonet  within 

fix 
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fix  inches  of  my  breaft  ;  I  told  him  to  go  along,  and 
then  I  retired  into  the  houfe.  In  about  half  an  hour’s 
time  after  the  above,  I  heard  a  volley  of  fmall  aims 
fired  off  in  Kingftreet ;  and  upon  enquiry  was  told  that 
three  men  were  killed  and  one  wounded. 

BART.  KNEELAND. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  12,  1770. 

Bartholomew  Kneeland  above-named ,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  above-written 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Rj.Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  31.) 

T  Nathaniel  Appleton  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on 
1  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  between  nine  and 
ten  o’clock,  I  was  fitting  in  my  houfe  in  Cornhill, 
heard  a  noife  in  the  ftreet,  I  went  to  my  front  door 
and  faw  feveral  perfons  paftlng  up  and  down  the  ftreet; 
I  afked  what  was  the  matter  ?  was  informed  that  the 
foldiers  at  Murray’s  barrack  were  quarrelling  with  the 
inhabitants.  Standing  there  a  few  minutes,  I  faw  a 
number  of  foldiers,  about  12  or  15,  as  near  as  I  could 
judge,  come  down  from  the  fouthward,  running  to¬ 
wards  the  laid  barrack  with  drawn  cutlaffes ,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  paffing  by,  but  on  leeing  me  in  company 
with  Deacon  Marlh  at  my  door,  they  turned  out  of 
their  courfe  and  rufhed  upon  us  with  uplifted  weapons , 
Without  our  fpeaking  or  doing  the  leaf  thing  to  provoke 

themt 
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them,  with  the  qtmofi:  difficulty  we  efcaped  a  flroke 
by  retreating  and  clofing  the  door  upon  them. 

I  further  declare,  that  at  that  time  my  fon,  a  lad 
about  12  years  old,  was  abroad  on  an  errand,  and 
loon  came  home  and  told  me,  that  he  was  met  by  a 
number  of  foldiers  with  cutlaffes  in  their  hands ,  one  of 
which  attempting  to  fir  ike  him ,  the  child  begged  for 
his  li  e,  faying.  Pray  foldier  fave  my  life,  on  which 
the  foldier  replied.  No  damn  you,  I  will  kill  you  all, 
and  fmote  him  with  his  cutlafs,  which  glanced  down 
along  his  arm  and  knocked  him  to  the  grougd,  where 
they  left  him  :  after  the  foldiers  had  all  palled,  the 
child  arofe  and  came  home,  having  happily  received 
no  other  damage  than  a  bruife  on  the  arm— I  further 
declare,  that  the  above  related  tranfadlions  happened 
but  a  few  minutes  before  the  foldiers  fired  upon  the 
people  in  King-ftreet.  And  further  faith  not. 

NATH.  APPLETON. 

» 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

I  .  ■  *.  r 

Nathaniel  Appleton  above  named)  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juf.  Peace  and  the  Quorum, 

John  Hilu,  Juf.  Peace. 

(No.  32.) 

V 

JEremiah  Belknap  of  lawful  age  teffifies  and  fays, 
that  on  the  firft  appearance  of  the  affray  in  Cornb|!l 
on'  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  hearing  a  noife 

he 
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he  ran  to  his  door  and  heard  Mr.  William  Merchant 
fay  he  had  been  ftruck  by  a  foldier,  and  prefently  fa vr 
to  the  number  of  eight  or  nine  foldiers  come  out  of 
Boylftone’s  alley  into  the  ftreet,  armed  with  clubs  and 
cutlajes.  The  deponent  went  out  into  the  ftreet  and 
defired  them  to  retire  to  their  barracks,  upon  which  one 
of  them,  with  a  club  in  one  hand  and  cutlafs  in  the 
other,  with  the  latter  made  a  ftroke  at  the  deponent 
when  finding  there  was  no  profpedt  of  flopping  them, 
the  deponent  ran  to  the  main  guard,  and  called  for 
the  officers  of  the  guard  ;  the  reply  was,  there  is  no 
officer  here.  Several  of  the  foldiers  came  out  of  the 
guard-houfe,  and  the  deponent  told  them,  if  there  was 
not  a  party  fent  down  there  would  be  bloodfhed  ;  juft: 
as  the  deponent  fpoke  thefe  words  he  was  attacked  by 
two  foldiers  with  drawn  cutlaffes ,  fuppofed  of  the  party 
from  Murray’s  barracks,  one  at  his  brcaft  and  the  other 
1 'over  his  head.  One  of  the  guards  faid,  this  is  an 
officer,  meaning  the  deponent,  I  believe  a  Conftable  ; 
on  which  the  two  affailants  retired  and  put  up  their 
'cutlaffes.  And  further  faith  not. 

JEREMIAH  BELKNAP. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770.  1 

The  above-named  Jeremiah  Belknap  perfonally 
appeared,  and  being  carefully  examined,  and 
duly  cautioned  to  tejlify  the  whole  truth,  maketb 
folemn  oath  to  the  for  ever  it  ten  depcfilion  by 
him  fubfcribed ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  R 1.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorumj 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

X  (No* 
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(No.  33.) 

|  John  Coburn  oF  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  than  on 
the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  March  inftant  being 
a  armed  by  the  cry  of  fire,  and  ringing  of  bells,  ran 
ut  of  my  houfe  with  my  bags  and  buckets  ;  upon 
going  to  Mr.  Payne’s  door,  he  told  me  it  was  not 
bre,  it  was  a  riot.  I  fent  my  buckets  home  again,  and 
went  to  Mr.  Amory’s  corner  with  Mr.  Payne,  and 
Mr.  Walker  the  builder  came  along  and  faid,  the  fol¬ 
ders  were  in  the  ftreet,  in  Cornhili,  and  Dock-fquare, 
with  their  drawn  cutlajfes ,  cutting  and  JlaJhing  every 
body  in  their  way,  and  the  inhabitants  wanted  help, 
and  faid,  Pray,  gentlemen,  run,  or  words  to  that  pur! 
pole.  I  returned  again  to  my  houfe,  and  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  after,  at  the  ncad  of  Royal  Exchange-lane,  in  the 
ftreet,  I  faw  a  few,  not  exceeding  fifteen  or  twenty  per- 
foui,  (cop,  as  I  fuppoied  talking  what  had  happened. 
I  went  to  Mr.  1  ayne  s  door  and  flood  in  his  entry 
with  him,  I  believe,  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and 
heard  fome  words  with  the  people  and  the  centinel, 
(uch  as,  Do  fire  if  you  dare  ;  but  no  further  than 
words,  not  fo  much  as  to  touch  him,  as  I  faw,  nei¬ 
ther  did  I  fee  more  than  five  or  fix  that  had  fo  much 
as  (ticks  in  their  hands,  all  entirely  unarmed ,  without 
any  weapons .  Mr.  Harrifcn  Gray  jun.  came  into  the 
entry  to  us,  and  upon  this  immediately  came  an  of¬ 
ficer  with  a  party  of  fix  or  feven  men  with  their  guns 
breaft-high  and  cleared  the  way,  and  by  their  beha¬ 
viour  I  did  not  know  but  they  would  fire  :  I  faid  it  was 
not  prudent  to  tarry  there,  went  dire&Iy  into  my  own 
houfe,  and  called  all  my  family  in.  To  the  beft  of  mv 
judgment,  there  was  not  more  than  fifty  or  fixty  people 
in  the  ftreet  when  the  party  came,  and  I  believe  it  was 
not  exceeding  two  minutes  from  the  time  that  I  left 
Mr.  Payne  to  the  filing  of  the  guns.  And  further  your 
deponent  faith  not. 

JOHN  COBURN. 

Suff- 
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t  i 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

5 "he  above  -  named  John  Coburn  perfonaily 
appearing,  and  being  carefully  examined ,  and 
duly  cautioned  to  tejlify  the  whole  truth , 
maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  afore-written  de- 
pofition  by  him  fubfcribed ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

’  Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  34O 

T  Robert  Polley  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  filth  inftant  as  I  was  going 
home  obferved  about  ten  perfons  ftanding  near  Mr. 
Taylor’s  door,  after  ftanding  there  a  fmall  (pace  of 
time  I  went  with  them  towards  Boylfton  s-alley,  op- 
pofite  to  Murray’s  barracks  ;  we  met  in  the  alley  about 
eight  or  nine  foldiers ,  fome  of  whom  were  armed  with 
drawn  fwords  and  cutlaffes ,  one  had  a  tongs ,  another  a 
Jfaovel,  with  which  they  ajfaulted  us,  and  gave  us  a  great 
deal  of  abufive  language,,  we  then  drove  them  back  to 
tfie  barracks  with  fticks  only  ;  we  looked  lor  ftones  or 
bricks,  but  could  find  none,  the  ground  bring  covered 
with  flow.  Some  of  the  lads  dilperfed,  and  myfelf 
with  a  few  others  were  returning  peaceably  home,  when 
we  met  about  nine  or  ten  other  foldiers  armed  with  a 
naked  cutiafs  in  one  hand  and  a  flick  or  bludgeon  in  the 
qthcr  •,  one  of  them  faid,  “  Where  are  the  fons  of 
<c  bitches ?”  They  ft  ruck  at  feveral  perfons  in  the  ftreet, 
and  went  towards  the  head  of  the  alley.  Two  officers 
came  and  endeavoured  to  get  them  into  the  barracks. 
One  of  the  lads  propofed  to  ring  the  bell.  The  fol- 
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diets  went  through  the  alley,  and  the  boys  huzza’d 
and  laid  they  were  gone  through  Royal  Exchange-lane 
into  Kmg-ftreet.  Myfe'if  and  fome  of  the  boys  then 
went  into  King-ftreet,  I  faw  two  or  three  fnow-balls 
itrike  the  fide  of  the  Cuftom-houfe,  near  which  a  cen- 
tinel  Hood.  The  centinel  kept  the  boys  off  with  his 
bayonet  charged  breaft-high,  which  he  frequently  pufhed 
at  them.  I  then  faw  eight  or  nine  foldiers  with  a  leader 
come  from  the  main  guard  towards  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
where  they  drew  up,  three  facing  up  the  ftreet,  and 
three  fronting  the  ftreet.  _  They  kept  continually  ftrik- 
itig  and  pufhing  with  their  bayonets  at  the  people  who 
prefled  towards  them,  without  offering  any  infult  as  I 
faw.  I  then  went  down  Royal-exchange-lane,  when 
I  was  in  the  middle  of  the  lane  I  heard  the  difcharge  of 
a  gun,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  about  feven 
others.  And  further  faith  not. 

his 


Atteft.  Wm.  Palfrey. 


Robert  ||  Polley. 
fnark. 

>  i  y  - 


Buffbl'k,  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

Robert  Polley  above-named ,  after  due  examination, , 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affidavit,  ta¬ 
ken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

‘  ?  '  J  i  <  i  *  i  < '  v 
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(No.  35.) 

^AMUEL  Atwood  of  Welfleet,  of  lawful  age,  tcf- 
tides  and  fays,  that  a  few  minutes  after  nine  of  thg 
clock  on  Monday  evening  laft,  lying  on  board  a  veflel 
jn  the  town  dock,  he  heard  a  noife  and  dilturbance  at 
the  upper  end  of  Dock  Square,  and  going  up  he 
found  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants  engaged  in  the  nar¬ 
row  paffes  round  Murray’s  barracks  fo  called;  the 
latter  being  moftly  boys  unarmed,  pifperfed,  on  which 
ten  or  twelve  foldiers  armed  with  drawn  cutlalfes,  clubs 
and  bayonets  bolted  out  of  the  alley  into  the  fquare 
and  met  the  deponent,  who  afked  them  if  they  in¬ 
tended  to  murder  people  ?  They  anfwered,  yes ,  by 
God)  root  and  branch ,  faying  here  is  one  of  them ;  with 
that  one  of  them  (truck  the  deponent  with  a  club, 
which  was  repeated  by  another :  the  deponent  bein°" 
unarmed  turned  to  go  off,  and  he  received  a  wound 
on  the  left  (boulder,  which  reached  the  bone,  dil'abled 
him,  and  gave  him  much  pain.  Having  gone  a  fevy 
fteps,  the  deponent  met  two  officers,  and  alked  them. 
Gentlemen,  what  is  the  matter  ?  They  anfwered,  you 
will  fee  by  and  by  ;  and  as  he  paffed  by  Colonel  Jack- 
fon’s,  he  heard  the  cry,  T urn  out  the  Guards. 


Suffolk,  If.  March  16, 

J  I  1  > 


SAMUEL  ATWOOD.’ 

1770. 


The  above-named  Samuel  Atwood  appeared  before 
us,  two  of  his  Mojejly's  JuJlices  of  the  peace 
for  the  faid  county  of  Suffolk,  and  being  care¬ 
fully  examined,  and  duly  cautioned  to  declare 
the  whole  truth,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  teftimony  by  him  fubfcribed,  taken  to 
perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  Peace. 
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APT  AIN  James  Kirkwood,  of  lawful  age,  tefU* 
^  lies  and  fays,  that  about  nine  of  the  clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  he  was  going 
by  Murray’s  barracks,  hearing  a  noife,  flopt  at  Mr. 
Rhoads’s  door,  oppofite  to  the  laid  barracks,  where 
faid  Rhoads  was  (landing,  and  flood  fome  time  and  favv 
the  foldiers  coming  out  of  the  yard  from  the  barracks, 
armed  with  cutlafies  and  bayonets,  and  rufhing 
through  Boylfton’s-alley  into  Cornhill.  Two  officers, 
namely,  Lieutenants  Minchin  and  Dickfon,  came  out 
of  the  mefs-houfe  and  faid  to  the  foldiers,  My  lads, 
come  into  the  barrack,  and  don’t  hurt  the  inhabitants, 
and  then  retired  into  the  mefs-houfe.  Soon  after  they 
came  to  the  door  again,  and  found  the  foldiers  in  the 
yard  ;  and  directly  upon  it  Enftgn  Mall  came  to  the 
gate  of  the  barrack  yard,  and  faid  to  the  foldiers ,  Turn 
cut ,  and  I  will  ft  and  by  you  !  this  he  repeated  frequent¬ 
ly  ,  adding ,  kill  them!  flick  them !  knock  them  down! 
run  your  bayonets  through  them  !  with  a  great  deal  of 
language  of  like  import .  Upon  which  a  great  number 
of  foldiers  came  out  of  the  barracks  with  naked  cut¬ 
lafies,  headed  by  faid  Mall ,  and  went  through  the  afore- 
faid  alley,  fome  officers  came  and  got  the  foldiers  into 
their  barracks ;  and  that  Mall,  with  his  fword  or  cut- 
Jafs  drawn  in  his  hand,  as  often  had  them  out  again  ; 
but  they  were  at  lad  drove  into  their  barracks  by  the 
aforefaid  Minchin  and  Dickfon. 


JAMES  KIRKWOOD. 


Suffolk,  AT.  Bofton,  March  2 1 ,  1770. 


James  Kirkwood ,  above-named ,  after  due  ex 
animation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore¬ 
faid 
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faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  -perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  37.) 

jV/fATTHIAS  King  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  of 
-*■  A  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  in  the  evening 
of  the  fifth  day  of  March  inftanr,  about  nine  of  the 
clock,  he  was  at  his  lodgings  at  Mrs.  Torrey’s,  near 
the  town  pump,  and  heard  the  bells  ring  and  the  cry 
of  fire ;  and  upon  which  he  went  to  the  door,  and  faw 
feveral  foldiers  coming  round  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town-houle  armed  with  bayonets,  and  fomething  which 
he  took  to  be  broad- fwords ;  that  one  of  thofc  people 
came  up  almoft  to  him  and  Mr.  Bartholomew  Knee- 
land  ;  and  they  had  but  j u it  time  to  fhut  the  door  upon 
him,  otherwife  he  is  well  allured  they  muff  have  fell 
vidbms  to  their  boundlels  cruelty,  fie  afterwards  went 
into  the  upper  chamber  of  the  faid  houfe  and  was  look¬ 
ing  out  of  the  window  when  the  drum  and  the  guard 
went  to  the  barrack ;  and  he  faw  one  of  the  guards 
kneel  and  prefent  his  piece  with  a  bayonet  fixed’,  and 
heard  him  fwear  he  would  fire  upon  a  parcel  of  boys 
who  were  then  in  the  ftreet,  but  he  did  not.  He 
further  declares,  that  when  the  body  of  troops  was 
drawn  up  before  the  guard-houfe,  (which  was  pre- 
iently  alter  the  mafiacre)  he  heard  an  officer  fay  to 
another,  that  this  was  fine  work ,  and  juft  what  he  want - 

ed  •,  but  in  the  hurry  he  could  not  fee  him,  lb  as  to 
Know  mm  again. 

MATTIIs.  king. 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton*  March  17,  1776. 

Matthias  King  above  named,  after  due  exam- 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  abov'i 
affidavit.  Taken  to  perpetuate  the  reman-  i 
brance  of  the  thing.  \ 


Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum^  ; 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  38.) 


T)  Artholomew  Broaders  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays 
^  that  on  Sunday  evening  being  the  fourth  inftant 
preceding  the  maffacre,  he  went  up  to  fee  Patrick 
Dines,  a  foldier  or  the  eqth  regiment,  who  worked 
with  Mr.  Piemont,  and  in  Dawfon’s  room  heard  fer- 
jeant  Daniels  fay,  that  the  officers  faid ,  fince  patience 
would  not  do,  force  And  that  the  loldiers  mu  ft 

not  bear  the  affronts  of  the  inhabitants  any  longer,  but 
refent  them ,  and  make  them  know  their  dijlance  \  and 
further,  that  the  inhabitants  would  never  be  eafy,  and 
that  he  fhould  defire  to  make  the  plumbs  fly  about  their 
ears ,  and  fet  the  town  on  fire  round  them ,  ,nd  then  they 
would  know  who  and  who  were  of  a  fide.  Said  Da* 
niels  afked  Edward  Garrick,  fellow  apprentice  to  the 
deponent,  if  he  knew  where  he  could  get  a  ftick  that 
would  bear  a  good  ftroke  ?  Garrick  replied,  you  muft 
look  for  one.  And  the  deponent  further  faith,  that 
about  eight  o’clock  on  Monday  evening  he  went  dowii 
King-ftreet  and  met  twelve  of  the  town’s  people  with 
clubs,  who  faid  that  they  had  been  attacked  by  the 
foldiers  ^  that  he  followed  the  town’s  people  to  the 
conduit,  and  then  returned  home.  Soon  after  Mr. 
Green’s  maid  and  his  daughter  called  him  out  of  the 

fhop, 
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tfiop,  and  afked  him  to  go  to  the  apothecary’s ;  and 
then  they,  with  the  deponent,  returned  to  the  Cuflom- 
h'oufe:  in  going  he  met  his  fellow-apprentice,  and  they 
went  and  flood  upon  the  Cuflom-houfe  fleps,  and  Mr. 
Hammond  Green  came  out,  faying,  Come  in,  girls-, 
then  the  deponent  and  his  fellow-apprentice,  by  the 
maid’s  invitation,  went  in  alfo.  Soon  after  Sawny 
Irving,  fo  called,  came  in  (as  he  thought)  without  a  hat, 
feemed  a  little  angry,  and  he  thinks  afked  for  a  candle 
(the  maid  has  fince  told  him  he  did  afk  for  one)  then 
he  went  through  the  room  along  with  Hammond 
Green,  the  latter  returned  into  the  kitchen,  then  he 
left  the  hoiife  and  went  home ;  after  which  the  depo¬ 
nent  came  down  King-flreet,  and  went  t  rough  Qua- 
ker-lane,  and  coming  up  the  lane  again,  law  the  cen- 
tinel  at  the  Cuflom-houfe  leave  his  pod  and  come  into 
the  middle  of  the  flreet,  and  faid  to  the  deponent’s 
fellow-apprentice,  who  he  thought  had  laid  fomething 
of  an  officer’s  not  paying  his  debts,  Let  me  fee  your 
face;  the  boy  anfwered,  I  am  not  afhamed  to  ffiow 
my  face  ;  immediately  upon  which  the  centinel  fetched 
a  fweeping  flroke  with  his  gun,  upon  the  fide  of  his 
head,  which  made  him  reel,  and  flagger  about,  and 
cry  much.  The  deponent  afked  what  he  was  flruck 
for  he  anfwered,  For  nothing  :  he  then  afked  the 
centinel  what  he  meant  by  thus  abufing  the  people  ;  he 
replied,  Damn  your  blood,  if  you  do  not  get  out  of 
the  way,  I  will  give  you  fomething ;  he  then  fixed  his 

bayonet,  and  pufhed  at  them,  and  they  both  run _ 

then  .one  Richard  Ward,  another  fellow-apprentice, 
afked  the  one  flruck,  what  it  was  for,  and  endeavoured 
to  get  his  flick  to  fLike  the  centinel,  but  he  told  him 
not  to,  and  came  away  ;  then  he  heard  a  huzza  or 
two,  and  as  he  got  up  Siifby’s  alley,  up  came  a  num¬ 
ber  of  grenadiers,  as  he  thought  about  ten,  with  clubs, 
cutlaffes,  and  bayonets,  crying  out.  Where  are  the 

K  damn’d 
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rLmn  d  yankeys  ?  He  replied,  what  is  the  matter*-— 
they  anlwered,  We  will  let  you  know.  He  then  run 
into  his  mafter’s  entry,  and  as  running  in,  faw  near 
twenty  other  foldiers  with  bayonets,  &c.  flourifhine:, 
coming  from  the  guard- houfe  as  he  thought ;  imme¬ 
diately  alter  he  heard  the  bells  ring,  and  then  as  he 
took  it,  the  fame  party,  with  a  ferjeant  at  their  head, 
came^  running  by,  knocking  down  and  flalhing  all  the 
town’s  people  they  met  with  ;  then  he  heard  people 
who  were  running  afk  where  the  fire  was.  He  told 
them  it  was  no  fire,  but  the  foldiers  near  Juftice  Quin- 
cey’s  were  fighting  with  the  inhabitants. — He  then 
went  towards  Juftice  Quincey’s,  and  found  the  fol¬ 
diers  had  retired  to  their  barracks,  when  three  cheers 
were  given  by  the  inhabitants. —  He  then  went  down  j 
to  King  ftreet,  and  heard  the  people  talking  of  the 
abufe  his  fellow-apprentices  had  received  from  the  cen- 
tinel,  but  faw  no  infuit  offered  the  centinel,  the  people 
being  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet. — One  came  up 
with  a  cane,  appeared  a  gentleman,  and  fpoke  to  the 
centinel,  and  then  went  away  ;  then  the  centinel  went 
up  the  fteps  of  the  Cuftonvhouie  and  pointed  his  gun  ;  | 

fome  of  the  inhabitants  then  faid  he  is  going  to  fire — 
then  he  took  down  his  gun  and  loaded  it ;  while  he  was 
loading,  one  Thomas  Greenwood,  a  waiter,  went  into 
the  Cuftom-houle  door,  and  it  was  fhut  immediately; 
and  then  Mr.  Green’s  fon  John  faid  the  centinel  was  a 
going  to  fire  ;  but  he  faw  no  abufe  offered  him,  or  any 
danger  he  was  in.  He  then  went  down  Royal  Exchange 
lane,  met  a  number  of  people  who  were  alfo  difperfing 
near  Dock-fquare.  He  then  faid  to  one  Cox,  and  the 
people,  that  the  foldiers  were  going  to  fire  upon  the 
inhabitants  at  the  commiffioners  fteps  •  fome  of  the 
people  went  up  upon  this  news  to  King-ftreet  *,  ano¬ 
ther  man  came  from  King-ftreet,  and  faid  to  them, 
Come  up  into  King-ftreet.  He  then  went  up  Silfby’s- 

alley. 
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alley,  and  when  he  got  to  Mrs.  Euftis’s  fhop,  heard  a 
gun  go  off,  and  afterwards  feveral  others  in  a  fhort 
ipace  of  time  after  one  another.  Soon  after  he  was  told 
that  three  men  were  killed;  then  heard  the  bells  rino-, 
and  faw  the  people  affemble  faff  in  King- ftreet.  The 
deponent  further  faith,  that  on  the  night  above-faid 
the  know  was  deep  upon  the  ground,  anti  well  remem¬ 
bers  that  when  the  centry  called  for  the  main  guard, 
there  were  net  above  io  or  20  people  in  King-ftreet 
near  the  Cuftcm-houfe.  And  further  faith  not. 

BARTHOLOMEW  BROADERS. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  19,  1770. 

Bartholomew  Brooders  above-named ,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above-written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  39.) 

7  OHN  Goddard  of  Brookline  teftifies  and  fays,  as 
he  was  paffing  the  ftreet  on  Saturday  laft,  being 
ihe  third  inftant,  he  flopped  near  the  barracks  in  Wa- 
ler-ftreet,  and  fold  feveral  of  the  barrack  people  fome 
potatoes  about  five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
found  by  their  difcourle  fome  of  the  foldiers  had  re¬ 
turned  from  a  fray  near  the  rope-walks,  and  a  number 
of  foldiers  came  out  of  the  barracks,  he  fuppofed  about 
20,  *  ,th  clubs,  feemingly  much  enraged  ;  and  one  in 
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a  profane  manner  fvvore  he  would  be  revenged  on  them, 
if  he  fired  the  town. 

JOHN  GODDARD. 

* 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  22,  1770. 

John  Goddard  above-mentioned,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 
faid  affidavit,  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  juft.  Peace. 


(No.  40.) 

DANIEL  Calfe  of  lawful  age  tefiifies  and  fays,  that 
on  Saturday  evening  the  third  inftant,  a  camp 
woman,  wife  to  James  McDeed,  a  grenadier  in  the 
29th,  came  into  Daniel  Calie’s  fhop,  father  to  the 
deponent,  and  the  people  talking  about  the  affrays  at 
the  rope-walk,  and  blaming  the  foldiers  for  the  part 
they  had  acted  in  it,  the  woman  faid,  The  foldiers 
were  in  the  right,  adding ,  that  before  E He  flay  ci  l l  ed- 
nefday  night  they  would  wet  their  fwords  or  bayonets  in 
New- England  people' s  blood .  1  he  deponent  further 

fays,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  filth  current,  hearing 
the  bells  ring,  which  he  took  for  fire,  he  went  out, 
and  near  the  old  fouth  meeting-houfe  heard  the  fol- 
diets  were  fighting  with  the  inhabitants  in  King-ftreet, 
whereupon  he  came  into  King-ftreet,  and  iceing  a 
number  of  people  ( about  one  hundred )  he  went  up  to 
the  Cuftom  houie,  where  were  potted  about  a  dozen 

foldiers  with  an  officer.  Th*u  this  deponent  heard  faid 

officer 
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officer  order  the  fotdiers  to  fire ,  and  gave  the  fecond  word 
to  fire  before  they  fired  *,  and  upon  the  officer’s  ordering 
the  foldiers  to  fire  the  fecond  time  this  deponent  ran 
off  about  thirty  feet  diftance,  when  turning  about  he 
favv  one  Caldwell  fall,  and  likewife  a  molatto  man. 

DANIEL  CALFE. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

Daniel  Calfe  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

JSefore  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace, 


(No.  41.) 

J  Thomas  Marffiall  of  lawful  age  do  teftify  and  de* 
clare,  that  on  Monday  night  the  fifth  of  March, 
four  or  five  minutes  after  nine  o’clock,  coming  from 
Colonel  Jackfon’s  houfe  on  Dock*fquare  to  my  houfe 
in  King-fireet,  next  door  to  the  Cuftom-houfe,  I  faw 
no  perfon  in  the  ftreet ,  but  the  centinel  at  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  in  perfect  peace  after  I  had  been  in  my  houfe 
ten  or  twelve  minutes,  being  in  my  Ihop  in  the  front 
of  the  houfe,  I  heard  the  cry  of  Murder  at  a  diftance, 
on  which  I  opened  the  door,  but  faw  no  perfon  in  the 
ftreet-,  but  in  half  a  minute  I  faw  feveral  perions  rufh- 
mg  out  from  the  main  guard-houfe,  crying  out,  Damn 
them ,  where  are  they  ?  They  came  down  as  far  as  the 
corner  of  Mr,  Philips’s  houfe  j  I  law  their  fwords  and 

bayonets 
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bayonets  glitter  in  the  moon-light,  crying  out  as  before , 
and  by  Jeffs  let  them  come  ;  at  which  time  I  was  called 
into  the  houfe  by  one  of  my  family,  but  returned  again 
in  half  a  minute,  and  faw  ten  or  twelve  foldiers,  in  a 
tumultuous  manner,  in  the  middle  of  King-ftreet,  op- 
pofite  to  Royal  Exchange-lane,  flourifhing  their  arms, 
and  laying.  Damn  them  where  are  they  ?  and  crying  fire  * 
the  bells  then  rung  as  for  fire  •,  I  was  then  called  in 
again  for  half  a  minute,  and  returning  again  to  the 
door,  the  inhabitants  began  to  colled.— Soon  after  a 
party  of  foldiers  came  down  the  fouth  fide  of  King- 
ftreet  and  eroded  over  to  the  Cuftom-houfe  centine), 
and  formed  in  a  rank  by  him,  nor  did  I  fee  any  manner 
of  abufe  offered  the  centinel ,  and  in  three  minutes  at  the 
jarthejl  they  began  to  fire  on  the  inhabitants ,  by  which 
feveral  perlons  were  killed,  and  feveral  others  were 
wounded.  Some  time  after  this,  the  party  marched 
off  very  leifurely,  and  without  molefiation ,  and  prefently 
after  the  main  guard  was  drawn  out  in  ranks  between 
the  guard-houfe  and  town-houfe,  and  was  joined  by 
the  piquet  in  the  fame  manner,  with  fixed  bayonets  and 
mu  fleets  fhouldered,  except  the  front  rank,  who  flood 
with  charged  bayonets,  until  the  Lieutenant-governor 
came  up.  And  I  do  further  declare,  as  near  as  I 
could  judge,  there  was  not  more  than  ioo  per  Jons  in  the 
fireet  at  the  time  the  guns  were  di [charged. 

THO.  MARSHALL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20.  1770. 

'Thomas  Marfhall ,  Efqy  above-named ,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
afore-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
Sam.  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No, 
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|  John  Leach  junior,  of  lawful  age,  do  teflify  and  fay, 
that  on  Monday  r.iglv,  between  the  hours  of  nine 
and  ten  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  inftanr  thre  youths 
and  myfelf  were  puffing  throe  gh  the  al.ey  leading  from 
Juftice  Quincey’s  ,0  Murray’s  barracks  (To  called) 
when  we  had  got  about  half  way  through  the  alley  a 
foldier  of  the  29th  regiment  with  a  dirty-looking  man 
overtook  us,  the  foldier  being  armed  with  a  cutlafs  or 
fword,  and  the  man  with  a  fhort  thick  club  and  ru fir¬ 
ing  through  us ;  one  of  the  youths  afked  what  the 
matter  was— by  that  the  man  that  had  the  club  Jtruck 
cue  of  th  e  youths  on  the  fhou’dcr  *,  another  of  the  youths 
afiecd  him  Wi’at  he  meant,  by  that  tire  foldier  came  up 
and  Jirucii  the  youth  who  his  fword  or  cutlafs  on  his 
arm,  which  did  him  confiderable  damage  ;  then  we.  all 
ran  up  tne  alley  and  afked  for  affiftance,  when  foon 
came  up  fonre  more  foldiers  out  of  their  barracks  thro’ 
the  alley,  armed  with  cutlaffes,  f words ,  /hovels,  and 
tongs ,  cutting  and  Jlajbmg  that  we  were  obliged  to  run 
up  the  aliey  and  (land  at  the  head  of  the  alley,  and 
keep  them  as  iong  as  we  could — but  there  were  fo 
many  that  we  were  obliged  to  run,  but  they  imme¬ 
diately  made  after  us  and  knocked  fevercl  of  us 
down,  myfelf  for  one — Some  time  after  two  officers  of 
the  29th  regiment  came  up  the  alley  and  drove  the 
foldiers  home  to  their  barracks,  and  then  the  people 
chief  ,  di/perfcd ,  myfelf  for  one  ;  as  I  was  goin-r  down 
Dock-lquare  to  go  home  I  heard  a  number  of°people 
hallow,  run  up  King-ffreet,  for  the  foldiers  are  knock- 
mg  people  down  ;  alter  fome  time  coafideniv.r  what  the 
matter  was  1  ran  up  Royal  Exchange-alley,  °fo  called, 
wnen  I  had  got  to  the  head  of  the  alley,  1  faw  about  eight 

foldiers 
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foldiers  {landing  round  the  centry  box  by  the  cuftom- 
houfe  with  their  guns  levelled  bread  high,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  people  Handing  in  King-ftrcet  5 
When  I  had  been  there  about  three  minutes  I  heard  the 
Word  Fire  (but  who  it  came  from  I  cannot  fay)  but 
nobody  leemed  to  mind  it*,  about  half  a  minute  after  I 
heard  the  word  Fire  again,  and  fome  other  Words,  but 
could  not  tell  what  they  were  *,  direftly  the  foldier  on 
the  right  hand  fired ,  I  had  a  blow  on  my  back  which 
I  thought  was  from  the  butt  of  a  gun  *,  I  was  then  a- 
going  off  when  I  heard  five  or  fix  guns  go  off, \  which  I 
took  to  be  nothing  but  powder  at  firft,  till  I  fee  two 
men  drop ,  by  this  the  people  leemed  to  difperfe ;  then  I 
was  going  up  by  the  town-houfe  when  I  faw  the  people 
bringing  along  two  dead  men,  a  little  while  after  the 
whole  of  the  29th  regimentdrew  up  by  the  town-houfe; 
1  flayed  a  little  while  longer  and  made  the  belt  of  my 
way  home.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

JOHN  LEACH  jun. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofion  March  2  x,  1770. 

John  Leach  jun.  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem * 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the! 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 
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J  The  fubfcriber  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant  March  1  770,  being 
at  the  fouth  part  of  the  town  between  the  hours  of  nine 
and  ten  o’clock,  I  heard  the  bells  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  ring,  and  fire  cried,  ran  immediately  for  King- 
ftreet)  where  I  iuppofed  it  was,  and  to  my  g  e  t  afto- 
nifhment  I  faw  number  of  foldiers  with  presented 
bayonets,  commanded  by  an  officer  whom  I  did  not 
then  know  *,  the  foldiers  formed  a  femi-circle  round  the 
centinel  box  to  the  cuftom-houfe  door — I  went  im¬ 
mediately  up  to  them  and  fpoke  to  the  fourth  man 
from  the  corner,  w  ho  flood  in  the  gutter,  and  afked 
him  if  the  foldiers  were  loaded,  he  replied.  Yes  !  I 
then  afked  (addrefiing  myfelf  to  the  whole)  if  they  in¬ 
tended  to  fire ,  was  aniwered  pofitively,  Tes,  by  the 
eternal  God .  1  then  looked  round  to  lee  what  number 

of  inhabirnnts  were  in  the  ftreet,  and  computed  them  to 
be  about  fifty,  who  were  then  going  off  as  fafi  as  fcffible  ; 
at  the  fame  time  I  obferved  a  tall  man  (landing  on  my 
left-hand,  who  feemed  not  apprehenfive  of  the  danger 
he  was  in,  and  before  I  had  time  to  fpeak  to  him  I 
heard  the  word  Fire  l  and  immediately  the  report  fol¬ 
lowed  ;  the  man  on  my  left  hand  dropt.  I  afked  him 
if  he  was  hurt,  but  received  no  anfwer,  I  then  (looped 
down  and  faw  him  gafping  and  ftruggling  with  death. 
'  f  then  law  another  man  lying  dead  on  my  right- 
hand,  but  further  advanced  up  the  ftreet.  I  then  law 
the  loldiers  loading  again,  and  l  ran  up  the  ftreet  to 
get  fome  affiftance  to  carry  off  the  dead  and  woun  led. 
Dcdtor  Jol.  Gardner  and  David  Bradley  came  down 
with  me  to  the  corps,  and  as  we  were  Hooping  to  take 
them  up,  the  foldiers  prelcnted  at  us  again  ;  i  then  law 
an  officer  paffing  bufily  behind  them. — We  carried 
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off  the  dead  without  regarding  the  foldiers.  I  then 
faw  an  officer  pal's  before  the  foldiers  and  hove  up  their 
arms,  and  laid,  Stop  firing,  do  not  fire  any  more-,  upon 
which  they  fhouldcred.- — 1  then  went  clofe  up  to  them, 
and  addreffing  rnyfelf  to  the  whole,  told  them  1  came 
to  fee  feme  laces  that  1  might  be  able  to  fwear  to  an¬ 
other  day  — Capt.  Prefton,  who  was  the  officer,  turned 
round  and  anfwered  (in  a  melancholy  tone)  perhaps 
you  may.  After  taking  a  view  of  each  man's  face  I 
left  them.  They  foon  after  ran  up  to  the  main-guard 
houfe.  I  have  nothing  farther  to  fay. 

BENJ.  BURDICK,  jun. 

Suffolk,  ff,  Bolton,  March  20,  1770. 


Benjamin  Burdick  jun.  above-named ,  after  due 
examination >  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
aforefaid  affiivjil,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  44.) 

7  Charles  Hobby  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  filth  inftant,  between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  being  in  my  mailer’s 
bou'e  was  alarmed  with  the  cry  of  fire,  I  ran  down 
as  far  as  the  town- houfe,  and  then  heard  that  the  fol¬ 
diers  and  the  inhabitants  were  fighting  in  the  alley  by 
Dr.  Cooper’s  meeting-houfe *,  I  went  through  the  alley, 
I  there  faw  a  number  of  foldiers  about  the  barracks, 

lb  me 
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fbme  with  mufquets,  other  without :  I  faw  a  nutrl- 
ber  of  officers  at  the  door  of  the  mefs-houfe  almoft 
fronting  the  alley,  and  feme  of  the  inhabitants  intreating 
the  officers  to  command  the  loldiers  to  be  peaceable  and 
retire  to  their  barracks.  One  of  the  officers,  viz.  Lieut. 
Minchin ,  replied,  that  the  folders  had  been  abu  ed 
lately  by  the  inhabitants,  and  that  if  the  inhabitants 
would  difperfe,  the  loldiers  fhould  follow  the  example* 
Capt.  Goldfinch  was  among  the  reft  of  the  officers  in 
or  about  the  fteps  of  the  mefs-houfe  door,  but  did  not 
command  the  foldiers,  I  then  left  them  and  went  to 
King-ftreet.  I  then  faw  a  parry  cf  foldiers  loading  their 
mufquets  about  the  cuftom  -houfe  door,  alter  which 
they  all  fhouidered.  I  heard  lbme  of  the  inhabitants 
cry  out,  Heave  no  [now  balls  \  others  cried.  They  dare 
not  fire.  Captain  Prefton  was  then  ftanding  by  the 
foldiers,  when  a  fnow-ball  ftruck  a  grenadier,  who  im¬ 
mediately  fired,  Capt.  Pre/ton  funding  clofe  by  him . 
The  Captain  then  [poke  dijiinftly ,  hire,  hire!  1  was 
then  within  four  feet  of  Capt.  Prefton,  and  know  him 
well  •,  the  foldiers  fired  as  r^ijl  as  they  could  one  after 
another.  I  faw  the  Molatto  fall,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Gray  went  to  look  at  him,  one  of  the  foldiers,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  four  or  five  yards,  pointed  his  piece  di¬ 
re  ft  ly  for  the  [aid  Gray"  s  head  and  fired.  Mr.  Gray,  alter 
ftruggling,  turned  himfelf  right  round  upon  his  heel  and 
fell  dead.  Capt.  Prefton  feme  time  after  ordered  them  to 
march  to  the  guard-houfe.  I  then  took  up  a  round  hat, 
and  followed  the  people  that  carried  him  down  to  a 
houfe  near  the  Poft-office.  And  further  faith  n  )t. 

CHARLES  HOBBY. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Charles  Hobby  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aferefaid 

L  2  affidavit, 


'  - 


[  84  ] 

affidavit,  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remem - 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  45.) 
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j  William  Tant  of  lawful  age  vteftify  and  fay,  that 
on  Monday  fifth  inftant,  being  then  in  a  houfe  on  the 
Long  WharfF,  hearing  a  bell  ring,  imagined  it  was  ior 
fire;  whereupon  I  run  up  King-ftreer,  and  inquiring 
the  caufe,  was  informed,  that  there  had  been  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  infulted  by  the 
foldiers  in  different  places.  As  I  got  a-breaft  of 
Quaker-lane,  I  met  a  number  of  perfons  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  or  forty,  mojily  boys  and  youngfters,  who  af- 
fembled  in  King-ftreet  before  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and 
gave  three  cheers,  and  fome  of  them,  being  near  the 
centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  damn’d,  him  and  bid 
him  fire  and  be  damned  ;  and  fame  fnow-balls  were 
throwed,  or  other  things :  whereupon  the  centry  ftept 
on  the  fteps  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  and  loaded  his 
piece,  and  ftruck  the  butt  of  it  againft  the  fteps,  pre¬ 
fen  ted  it  at  the  people  feveral  times  ;  at  length  the 
people  drawing  nearer  to  him,  he  knocked  at  the 
Cuftom-houfe  door,  and  I faw  it  opened  abcut  half  way . 
In  the  fpace  of  fix  or  feven  minutes  I  faw  a  party  of 
foldiers  come  from  the  main  guard,  and  draw  them- 
felves  up  in  a  line  from  the  corner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe 
to  the  centry-hox  ;  the  people  ftill  continued  in  the 
ftreet,  crying  fire,  fire  and  be  damn’d,  and  hove  fome 
more  fnow-balls :  whereupon  I  heard  a  mufket  go  off, - 
and  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  feconds,  I  heard  the 

word 
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rword  fire  given,  but  by  whom  I  know  not*;  and  irt- 
ftantiy  the  foldiers  fired  one  after  another.  1  chen  flood 
between  the  centry-box  and  the  cuftom-houfe  door. 

,  And  further  I  know  not. 

WILLIAM  TANT. 

!  Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

JVilliam  ’Tant  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock',  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  46.) 

J  Thomas  Cain  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  Monday  the  fifth  inftant,  being  in  a  houfe  on 
the  Long  Wharff,  I  heard  a  bell  ring,  which  I  ima¬ 
gined  was  for  nine  o’clock,  but  being  informed  by  a 
perfon  in  my  company  that  it  was  12  minutes  pad 
that  hour  by  his  watch,  I  then  concluded  the  bell 
rung  for  fire,  fo  I  run  up  King-ftreet,  in  comp  my  with 
Mr.  William  Tant,  and  afking  a  few  people  whom  I 
met,  the  caufe  of  the  bell’s  ringing,  was  anfwered,  the 
foldiers  had  infulted  fume  of  the  town’s  people  by  the 
rope-walks.  I  then  went  down  Quaker-Jane  as  far 
as  Juftice  Dana’s  houfe,  where  I  met  a  number  of 
people  coming  up,  and  afked  them  if  there  ha  i  been 
any  difturbance  at  or  near  the  rope- walks,  they  an- 
fwered  me,  that  there  had  been  feveral  people  infulted, 

and 
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2nd  knocked  down  by  the  foldiers  in  different  parts  of 
the  town.  1  then  came  up  into  King-ftreet,  where  they 
affcmbled  together  below  the  town-houfe  (to  the  beft 
of  my  knowledge)  between  30  and  40  perfons ,  mojlly 
youngfters  or  boys ,  and  when  there,  they  gave  three 
cheers,  and  afked  where  the  foldiers  were  (i  imagine 
they  meant  them  that  had  infulted  them)  ;  feme  of  the 
people  aflembled  being  near  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  door,  damn’d  him,  and  I  faw  fome  fnow-balls 
or  other  things  throwed  that  way,  whereupon  the 
centry  ftepped  on  the  fteps  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door 
and  loaded  his  piece,  and  when  loaded  ftruck  the  butt 
of  his  firelock  againft  the  fteps  three  or  four  times,  in 
the  interim  the  people  afiembled,  continuing  crying 
fire,  fire  and  be  damn’d,  and  fome  of  them  drawing 
near  to  him  he  knocked  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door  very 
hard,  whereupon  the  door  was  opened  about  half  way , 
and  I  faw  a  perfon  come  out ,  which  I  imagined  to  be  a 
fervant  without  a  hat,  his  hair  tied,  and  hung  down 
loofe.  In  the  fpace  of  about  five  minutes,  to  the  beft 
of  my  remembrance,  I  perceived  a  party  of  foldiers 
come  from  the  main  guard  diredlly  through  the  con- 
courfe  of  people  that  was  then  in  King-ftreet,  with 
their  mufkets  and  fixed  bayonets,  pu fining  to  and  fro, 
faying,  Make  way  ;  when  they  had  got  a-breaft  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe  they  drew  up  in  a  line  from  the  corner  of 
Royal  Exchange-lane  to  the  centry-box  at  the  Cuftom- 
houle  door,  and  being  in  that  pofition  for  the  fpace  of 
five  or  fix  minutes,  with  their  mufkets  levelled  breaft 
high  and  pointed  at  the  people  that  was  ftiil  in  the 
ftreet,  huzzaing,  &c.  and  crying  fire,  as  before,  and 
lome  more  fnow-balls  or  other  things  being  hove,  I 
heard  and  faw  a  flafli  of  a  gun  that  went  off  near  the 
corner  of  the  aforementioned  lane,  and  in  the  fpace  of 
two  feconds  I  heard  the  word  fire  given  3  but  by  whom 

I  can^ 
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I  cannot  afcertain  ;  but  the  foldiers  fired  regularly  one 
.after  another ,  and  when  difc  barged ,  loaded  again  ;  I 
“hen  flood  behind  the  centry  box  between  the  loldier 
next  it  and  the  Cuftom-houfe. 


THOMAS  CAIN 


Suffolk,  ft.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Thomas  Cain ,  after  due  examination ,  oath 


to  the  truth  of  the  aforefatd  affidavit,  taken 


to  'perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  47.) 


J  Peter  Cunningham  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on 
Monday  evening  the  filth  current,  on  the  cry  of  fire, 
a  few  minutes  after  nine  o’clock,  coming  into  King- 
ftreet,  I  law  Capt.  Prefton  ftanding  before  the  door 
‘■where  the  main  guard  was  kept,  and  heard  him  lay, 
:*S Turn  cut  the  guard  l  T  hen  I  paffed  down  King-ftreet, 
.and  faw  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  with  his  bay- 
•oner  charged,  dodging  it  about  as  ifpufliingat  the  boys, 
who  feemed  to  be  laughing  at  him,  and  none  of  them 
within  12  or  15  feet  of  him .  In  a  few  minutes  alter 
1  Capt.  Prefton  arrived  with  a  party  of  foldiers,  perhaps 
feven  or  eight,  and  took  poft  between  the  Cuftom-houfe 
door  and  the  weft  corner  of  the  laid  houie,  round  the 
1  centry  box.  As  focn  as  they  had  taken  their  poft, 


they  began  to  puffj  their  bayonets  at  the  people ,  though 
none  famed  to  offer  them  any  offence .  Thccaptain  quickly 


commanded 
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commanded  them  to  prime  and  load,  which  bein"  ef¬ 
fected,  they  began  to  pulli  as  before.  The  captain 
came  before  them  and  put  his  arm  under  three  or  four 
of  then  pieces,  and  putting  them  into  an  upright  pofture, 
then  retired  from  my  fight  ;  and  prefently  they  again 
levelled  and  the  firing  began,  and  proceeded  till  to  or 
1 1  pieces  were  difcharged.  On  the  people's  fcattering 
a  little,  I  faw  two  men  near  me  lay  dead  on  the  ftreeg 
and  obferveu  tne  foldiers  to  load  again,  and  moved 
off.  And  further  1  faw  not. 

PETER  CUNNINGHAM. 

J 

Suffolk  fT.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Peter  Cunningham  above-named,  after  due  ex  a - 
min  at  ion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
fai-d  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem - 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, . 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace, 


fNo.  48.) 

J  SAM  JEL  CONDON  of  lawful  age  teftify  and 
fay,  tnat  on  the  night  of  the  5th  inftant  March, 
being  on  the  Rong  Wharf,  between  the  hours  of  nine 
and  ten  o  clock,  and  hearing  the  beils  ring  as  for  fire, 
1  ran  up  King-ftreet ;  on  my  coming  nigh  the  town- 
home  I  faw  a  number  of  people,  about  30  or  40, 
chiefly  confijting  of  boys  and  lads ,  who  proceeded  down 
iaid  iireec  oppofite  the  Cuf  on-houle  ;  the  cent:nel  on 
their  approach  placed  himldt  on  the  Cuftom-houfe 

fteps 
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fteps,  and  charged  his  mufket  and  prefented  the  fame 
a^ainfi:  the  body  of  the  people,  who  offered  him  no  in - 
full  or  violence  •,  in  a  few  minutes  after,  a  paity  came 
down  from  the  main  guard,  confiding  of  about  eight 
foldiers,  with  their  guns  and  bayonets  in  a  charged 
pofition,  headed  by  an  officer,  and  polled  tiiemfclves 
by  the  wed  corner  of  the  cudom-houfe  round  the  cen- 
try-box  in  a  half-circle;  at  this  time  I  dood  near  the 
door  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Tavern,  but  apprehend¬ 
ing  danger,  as  the  foldiers  dood  with  their  mufkets 
and  bayonets  in  a  charged  or  prelented  pofition,  moved 
from  thence  down  faid  Royal  Exchange-lane,  and 
dood  nigh  the  wed  end  of  the  cudom-houfe  ;  during 
this  interim  1  faw  no  violence  offered  to  the  foldiers ;  in 
a  few  minutes  after,  having  placed  myfelt  as  aiorefaid, 
a  mufket  was  fired  by  the  foldier  who  dood  next  the 
corner  ;  in  a  few  feconds  after  another  was  fired,  and 
fo  in  fucceffion  till  the  whole  was  difcharged,  to  the 
number  of  eight  or  thereabouts :  while  the  mufkets 
Were  difeharging  I  walked  down  the  lane,  and  when 
the  firing  cealed  I  turned  and  went  up  to  the  head  of 
the  lane,  when  1  faw  the  people  carrying  off  one  dead 
perfon,  and  two  more  laying  lifelefs  on  the  ground 
about  two  mufkets  length  from  the  faid  foldiers,  in¬ 
humanly  murdered  by  them,  the  blood  then  running 
from  them  in  abundance:  a  perfon  afked  the  foldier 
who  fired  firft,  the  reafon  for  his  fo  doing,  the  foldier 
anfwered,  Damn  your  bloods ,  you  bcogers ,  /  would  kill  a 
theufand  of  you!  the  foldiers  were  then  charging  their 
mulkets  again,  in  order  for  a  l'econd  difeharge  in  cafe 
any  infult  had  been  offered  them. 

SAMUEL  CONDON. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Samuel  Condon  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore  faid 
.M  affidavit. 
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affidavit,  taken  to  ■perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  49.) 

JTBENEZER  HINCKLEY  of  Boflon,  of  lawful 

c  a»e  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  /5th 
o.  March  current,  that  being  at  home  in  his  houfe 
ne  heard  the  bells  ring,  and  came  out,  and  came 
through  Cornhill-ftreet  to  the  corner  of  Kino-ftreet, 
near  the  main  guard-houfe;  immediately  as  he°  turned 
the  cornei  he  law  a  party  of  foldiers  come  out  of  the 
main  guard-houfe,  and  he  the  deponent  then  favv  an 
officer ,  as  he  thought,  look  out  of  the  chamber  win- 

ow,  and  call  to  them ,  and  faid.  Fire  upon  them ,  damn 
them,  fire  upon  them.  The  deponent  then  followed 
them,  viz.  the  lixid  party  of  foldiers,  to  the  place 
where  they  were  polled,  being  before  the  centry-box 
in  a  half  circle,  near  the  cuftom-houfe ;  they  reaching 
forward  pulhing  their  bayonets,  and  endeavouring  To 
ftab  people ,  provoked  a  few  boys  to  throw  two  or 
three  fnow-balls,  and  challenged  them  to  fire  :  in 
about  a  minute  after  the  deponent  heard  the  word 
Fire<)  and  then  law  a  flick  thrown  which  hit  a  fol- 
dierss  gun,  whereupon  the  corner  foldier  firedy  and  the 
7  eft  followed  in  the  firing — when  the  firing  was,  the 
deponent  verily  believes  there  was  not  more  than 
fifty  or  fix  ty  perfons  in  that  part  of  the  ftreet— and  it 
appeared  to  the  deponent,  that  the  foldiers  goin^* 
down  to  the  cuflom-houle  in  io  hoflile  a  manner  was 
the  occafion  of  drawing  the  rnoft  ofc  hofe  people  there. 

—And 
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—  And  the  deponent  further  faith,  that  through  the 
whole  he  faw  not  one  brick-bat  or  done  thrown,  and 
believes  that  it  was  naturally  impoffible  to  come  at  any , 
as  the  fniw  was  confiderably  deep . 

Memorandum .  After  the  party  of  foldiers  were  got 
to  their  place,  he  faw  Captain  Prefton,  who  com¬ 
manded  them,  whom  he  knew  very  well — Anci 
further  faith  not. 

EBENEZER  HINCKLEY. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Ebenezer  Hinckley  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  50.) 

•n  .  • 

V. 

pf^ANCIS  ARCHBALD  jun.  of  lawful  age  tefti- 
fies  and  faith,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of 
March  infant,  at  about  ten  minutes  pad  nine  of  the 
clock  of  faid  evening,  as  he  was  going  through  the 
alley  that  leads  from  Cornhift  to  Brattle-ftreet  (fo 
called)  with  feveral  others  with  him,  he  faw  a  loldier 
with  a  cutlafs  flourifhing  it  about  in  faid  alley,  and  a 
mean-looking  fellow  with  him,  with  a  club  in  his 
hand  ;  then  the  deponent  heard  fomcbody  outfide  of 
the  alley  fpeak  to  the  faid  loldier,  and  told  him  to 
put  up  his  cutlafs,  for  it  was  not  clever  to  carry  fuch 
a  weapon  in  the  night  without  it  was  in  a  fcabbard  \ 

M  z  whereupon 
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whereupon  fa  id  folclier  came  up  to  him  the  deponent, 
with  his  cutlafs  pointing  towards  his  breaft,  and  damn’d 
him,  and  afked  him  what  he  had  to  fay  againft  it; 
whereupon  the  deponent  told  him  to  (land  off.  The 
laid  foldier  then  went  up  to  one  of  the  lads  that  was 
with  him,  and  ftruck  him  (as  the  deponent  thought); 
the  deponent  then  went  out  of  faid  alley,  and  hallow¬ 
ed  to  fome  lads  who  were  (landing  near  the  town- 
houfe  ;  when  they  came  to  the  deponent’s  afiiltance, 
they  made  faid  foldiers  retire  through  faid  alley  to  the 
barracks ;  in  about  five  or  fix  minutes  after,  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  foldiers  came  out  of  faid  barracks  (as 
I  heard  the  next  day  they  were  encouraged  and  fet  on 
by  Enfign  Mall  belonging  to  the  29th  regiment)  with 
cutlajfes ,  tongs ,  and  clubs,  and  came  up  to  them  and 
damn’d  them ,  and  faid ,  Where  is  the  yankey  boogers  ? 
when  they  began  to  llrike  the  people  in  the  ftreet  with 
laid  weapons :  and  as  the  deponent  was  Handing  with 
Mr.  John  H  icks,  one  of  the  foldiers  came  up  with  a 
pair  of  tongs,  and  juft  going  to  make  a  ftroke  at 
faid  deponenr,  faid  Hicks  knocked  him  down;  where¬ 
upon  the  deponenr,  when  faid  ioldier  got  up,  knocked 
him  down  again,  and  broke  his  wrift  (as  he  was  in¬ 
formed  afterwards);  then  the  deponent  was  going 
home  to  the  South-end.  Juft  as  he  got  to  the 
town-houfe,  he  looked  down  King-ftreet,  and  faw 
about  fifty  or  fixty  people  (landing  in  the  middle  of 
faid  ftreet,  oppofite  the  cuflom-houfe  ;  then  the  de-* 
ponent  went  down  to  fee  what  was  the  matter :  when 
he  got  down  faid  ftreet,  he  faw  a  party  of  foldiers 
coming  from  the  main  guard  (amongft  which  was  one 
Matthew  Kiiroy  of  the  29th  regiment)  going  to  the 
centind  that  was  (landing  at  the  cuftom-houfe  ;  then 
the  deponent  went  over  to  the  fide  of  the  way,  and 
{her?  ftQod  about  two  rpinutes,  when  he  faw  the  flafli, 
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and  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  that  was  fired  from  faid 
centinel’s  poff,  and  fix  or  feven  fired  dircdfly  after* 
wards :  then  the  deponent  faw  three  men  laying  near 
faid  centinePs  poft  dead. .  And  the  deponent  further 
adds,  that  at  the  time  of  his  ftanding  there  as  afore- 
faid,  he  faw  no- body  moleft  or  trouble  faid  centinel 
or  party  of  foldiers  (as  aforefaid)  in  any  fhape  what¬ 
ever.  And  further  the  deponent  faith  not. 

FRANCIS  ARCHBALD  jun. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

Francis  Archbald  jun.  above-named ,  after  due 
examination  y  ynade  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thihg . 

/  4  *  • 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum-,' 
John  Hill,  Juftice  Peace. 

(No.  51.) 

|  NATHANIEL  FOSDICK  of  lawful  age  teftify 
and  fay,  that  on  the  night  of  the  5th  inftant,  be¬ 
twixt  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  being  in  my 
houfe  with  my  family,  hearing  the  bells  ring  for  fire 
ran  out  to  aflift  the  inhabitants,  ran  towards  the  north  ; 
when  I  came  to  the  town-houfe  I  fee  the  people  Tun¬ 
ing  down  King-ftreet,  I  followed,  when  I  came  by 
the  guard-houfe  I  fee  fome  foldiers  come  out  and  fix 
their  bayonets;  I  ran  to  know  where  the  fire  was; 
after  I  had  got  into  King-ftreet  I  made  a  halt ;  as  I 
ftopt  I  was  pufhed  behind  ;  I  turned  round  and  faw 
$ome  foldiers  with  their  bayonets  charged,  which  came 

agait^l 
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again  ft  me.  I  afked  them  if  this  was  the  fire  that  is 
cried  5  they  made  no  aniwer :  I  afked  them  what  they 
meant  by  coming,  on  me  in  that  manner  ;  their  anfwer 
'vas’  Damn  you,  ftand  out  of  our  way :  I  told  them 
l  would  not  move  for  no  man  under  the  heavens  -  I 
offended  no  one.  Therefore  they  paffied  me,  fome’on 
my  right  hand  and  fome  on  my  left.  I  followed  be¬ 
hind  them  ;  they  went  to  the  centry-box,  and  faced 
round  and  formed  in  a  half-circle.  I  faw  a  number  of 
people  near  the  middle  of  King-ftreet,  about  twenty 
y  ar^s  from  the  centry-box.  I  Ipoke  out  and  defired 
mat  no  diflurbance  might  be  betwixt  the  inhabitants 
aiid  the  loldiers  ;  for  if  the  iokliers  were  in  fault,  there 
was  their  officer,  which  I  looked  upon  to  be  the  officer 
of  tlic  clay,  and  he  could  fettle  the  affair  in  one  minute : 
then  I  ipake  to  two  men  to  fpeak  to  the  officer ;  then 
I  fee  two  or  three  advance  towards  the  officer ;  1  heard 
iome  words  pafs,  what  they  were  I  know  not.  I  turned 
round  and  fpake  to  the  people  to  ftep  off,  and  let  them 
that  went  to  the  officer  fettle  the  difpute  ;  the  people 
Handing  (till,  I  turned  towards  the  officer  and  fee  him 
fail  into  the  regular  circle,  then  I  heard  the  word  Fire\ 
on  my  left  one  gun  was  fired  off  by  a  foldier  on  their 
light ;  upon  which  I  rufhed  in,  then  feeing  the  firft 
feidier  that  fired  run  at  fome  perfons,  and  fall  upon 
the  ground,  I  hallowed  to  take  his  gun  from  him  ; 
then  1  received  three  pufhes  by  their  bayonets,  two  in 
my  left  arm,  and  one  in  my  breaft ;  that  at  my  bread 
I  ftruck  off  with  a  flick,  and  the  gun  went  off  in- 
Hantly :  then  I  drew  back,  and  finding  one  dead,  as  I 
thought,  on  my  left  and  one  on  my  right,  I  then  run 
over  to  Quakerdane,  where  1  faw  a  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  1  defired  them  to  ftep  out  and  keep  the  foldiers 
from  getting  off:  from  thence  I  went  over  to  the  other 
fide  the  ftreet,  to  the  lane  near  the  town  watch-houfe, 
where  I  defired  the  people  tQ  ftep  out,  and  not  let  the 

foldiers 
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foldiers  get- off,  for  I  would  go  home  and  get  my  gun 
and  bring  a  party  againft  them  ;  which  I  did,  but 
meeting  feme  of  the  inhabitants  returning,  they  told 
me  the  loldiers  were  gone  off,  and  affairs  would  be 
fettled  to-morrow;  on  that  I  went  home. 

NATH.  F  OS  DICK. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 


Nath.  Fofdick  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  cath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
Sam.  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  52.) 

JGfeph  Hcoton  jun.  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  coming  from  the  fouth  end  of Bofton,  on  Mon¬ 
day  evening  the  5th  in  ft.  againft  the  old  fouth  meeting- 
houfe  he  heard  a  great  node  and  tumult,  with  a  cry  of 
murder  often  repeated.  Proceeding  cowards  the  town- 
houfe  the  deponent  pafted  by  feveral  foldiers  running 
that  way  with  naked  cutlajfes  and  bayonets  in  their  hands. 
I  he  deponent  afked  one  of  them  what  was  the  matter, 
and  was  anfwered  by  him,  by  God  you  Jhall  all  know 
what  is  the  matter  foon  !  Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock 
the  deponent  came  into  King-ftreet,  and  ftood  about 
the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  or  nearer  the  cuftom-houfe, 
in  the  direction  of  Quaker  and  Royal  lixchange-lanes, 
and  law  about  eight  or  ten  foldiers  drawn  up  near  the 
cuftom-houfe,  and  an  officer,  which  he  lince  under- 
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Hands  was  Capt.  Prejlon ,  between  the  foldiefs  and  tht 
cuftom-houfe.  There  was  much  noife  and  huzzaing 
among  the  boys  and  people,  and  Tome  of  the  boys  the 
deponent  obferved  drew  near  to  the  ioldiers.  In  this 
hurry  and  confufion  the  deponent  heard  many  afk 
each  other  whether  they  thought  they  would  fire  ? 
and  it  was  generally  concluded  they  would  not : 
but  in  about  five  minutes  after  the  deponent  firft  flood 
there,  he  heard  the  officer  give  the  word  Fire,  they 
not  then  firing,  he  again  /aid  FrRE,  which  they  Hill 
difobeying,  he  faid  with  a  much  higher  voice ,  damn 

YOU,  FIRE,  BE  THE  CONSEQUENCE  WHAT  IT  WILL  ! 

Soon  after  this  one  of  the  guns  went  off — in  a  few  feconds 
mother ,  and  fo  on ,  till  fix  or  feven  were  difcbarged* 

Near  the  deponent's  left  hand  dropt  a  man,  which  he 
fince  learns  was  Mr.  James  Caldwell,  on  which  he 
left  the  place.  And  further  faith  not. 

JOSEPH  HOOTON  jun. 

Suffolk,  fir.  Bofton,  March  15,  1770. 

<Tbe  faid  Jofeph  Hooton  jun .  perfonally  appearing , 
maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  fore* 
written  depofition  by  him  fubfcribed . 

Before  me  Edm,  Quincy,  Juft*  Pacis, 


(No.  53.) 

I  Richard  Palmes  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and 
fay,  that  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o'clock 
of  the  fifth  inftant  I  heard  one  of  the  bells  ring,  which 
I  fuppofed  was  occafioned  by  fire,  and  enquiring 
where  the  fire  was,  was  anfwered,  that  the  foldiers  wen 
abufing  the  inhabitants  j  I  afked  where,  was  firft  anfwered 
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at  Murray's  barracks,  I  went  there  and  (poke  to  Tome 
officers  that  were  (landing  at  the  door;  I  told  them  I 
was  furprized  they  differed  the  foldiers  to  go  out  of 
the  barrack  after  eight  o'clock;  I  was  anfwered  by 
one  of  the  officers,  Pray  do  you  mean  to  teach  us  our 
duty  ;  I  anfwered  I  did  not,  only  to  remind  them  of  it: 
one  of  them  faid,  you  fee  that  the  foldiers  are  all  in 
their  barracks,  and  why  do  not  you  go  to  your  homes  ? 
Mr.  James  Lamb  and  I  faid,  Gentlemen,  let  us  go 
home,  and  were  anfwered  by  fome,  home,  home  ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  I  afked  Mr.  William  Hickling  if  he  was 
going  home,  he  faid  he  was.  I  walked  with  him  as  far 
as  the  Pod-office;  upon  my  dopping  to  talk  with  two 
or  three  people  Mr.  Hickling  left  me  ;  I  then  faw  Mr. 
Pool  Spear  going  towards  the  town-houfe,  he  a  Heed 
me  if  I  was  going  home,  I  told  him  I  was :  I  afked 
him  where  he  was  going  that  way,  he  faid  he  was 
going  to  his  brother  David’s.  But  when  I  got  to  the 
town  pump,  we  were  told  there  was  a  rumpus  at  the 
Cudom-houfe  door.  Mr.  Spear  faid  to  me,  you  had 
better  not  go;  I  told  him  I  would  go  and  try  to  make 
peace.  I  immediately  went  there  and  faw  Capt.  Prejion 
at  the  head  of  fix  or  eight  foldiers  in  a  circular  form, 
with  guns  bread  high  and  bayonets  fixed  ;  the  faid 
Captain  dood  almod  to  the  end  of  their  guns.  I 
went  immediately  to  Capt.  Predon  (as  foon  as  Mr. 
Blifs  had  left  him)  and  afked  him  if  their  guns  were 
loaded;  his  anfwer  was,  they  were  loaded  with  powder 
and  ball;  I  then  faid  to  him,  I  hope  you  do  not  intend 
they  (hall  fire  upon  the  inhabitants;  his  reply  was,  by 
no  means.  When  I  was  afking  him  thefe  queftions 
my  left  hand  was  on  his  right  ffioulder ;  Mr.  John 
Hickling  had  that  indarit  taken  his  hand  off  my 
ffioulder,  and  dept  to  my  left,  then  indantly  1  faw  a 
piece  of  fnosv  or  ice  fall  among  the  foldiers,  on  which 
the  foldier  at  the  officer's  right  hand  dept  back  and 
difeharged  his  gun,  at  the  fpace  of  fomc  feconds  the 
foldier  at  his  left  fired  next,  and  the  others  one  after 
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the  oth<?i^  After  the  firft  gun  was  fired,  I  heard  the 
word  Fire ,  but  who  faid  it,  I  know  not ;  after  the  firft 
gun  was  fired  the  faid  officer  had  full  time  to  forbid  the 
ether  foldiers  not  to  frey  but  I  did  not  hear  him  fpeak  to 
them  at  <3//;. then  turning  myfelfto  the  left  Ifaw  one  man 
dead,  diftant  about  fix  feet.  I  having  a  ftick  in  my 
hand  made  a  ftroke  at  the  foldier  who  fired,  and 
ftruck  the  gun  out  of  his  hand  •,  I  then  made  a  ftroke 
at  the  officer,  my  right  foot  flipt,  that  brought  me  on 
my  knee,  the  blow  tailing  fhort,  he  fays  I  hit  his  arm  ; 
when  I  was  recovering  myfelf  from  the  fal',  I  faw  the 
foldier  that  fired  the  firft  gun  endeavouring  to  pujh  me 
through  with  his  bayonet ,  on  which  I  threw  my  ftick  at 
his  head,  the  foldier  ftarting  back,  gave  me  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  jump  from  him  into  Exchange  lane,  or  1 
muft  been  inevitably  run  through  my  body.  I  looked 
back  and  faw  three  perfons  laying  on  the  ground,  and 
perceiving  a  foldier  ftepping  round  the  corner  as  I 
thought  to  fhoot  me,  1  ran  down  Exchange-lane,  and 
fo  up  the  next  into  King  ftreet,  and  followed  Mr. 
Gridley,  with  feveral  other  perions,  with  the  body  of 
Capt.  Morton’s  apprentice  up  to  the  priion  houfe,  and 
law  he  had  a  ball  fhot  through  his  bread ;  at  my  re¬ 
turn  I  found  that  the  officer  and  foldiers  were  gone  to 
the  main  guard.  clo  my  heft  obfervation  there  woe  not 
feventy  people  in  King  jireet  at  lice  time  of  t.oeir  firing > 
and  them  very  fcattering  ;  but  in  a  rew  minutes  after  the 
firing  there  were  upwards  of  a  thoufand  ;  finding  the 
foldiers  were  gone  I  went  up  to  the  main-guard  and 
faw  there  the  foldiers  were  formed  into  three  divifions, 
the  front  divifion  in  the  pofture  of  platoon  firing,  and 
I  expelled  they  would  fire.  Hearing  that  nis  Honor 
the  Lieutenant  governor  was  going  to  the  council- 
chamber,  I  went  there  ;  his  Honor  looking  out  of  the 
door  defired  the  people  to  hear  him  fpeak  *,  he  defired 
:  them  to  go  home  and  he  would  enquire  into  the  affair 
in  the  morning,  and  that  the  law  fhould  take  its  courfe, 

and  faid,  I  will  live  and  die  by  the  law.  A  gentle-- 

"  man 
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man  defired  his  Honor  to  order  the  foldiers  to  their 
barracks  *,  he  aniwered,  .t  was  not  in  his  power,  and 
that  he  had  no  command  over  the  troops,  and  that  it 
lay  with  Col.  Dalrymple  and  not  with  him,  but  that 
he  would  fend  for  him,  which  after  fome  time  he  did  ; 
upon  that  a  gentleman  defired  his  Honor  to  look 
out  of  the  window  facing  the  main-guard,  to  fee  the 
pofition  the  foldiers  were  in,  ready  to  fire  on  the  in¬ 
habitants^  which  he  did  after  a  good  deal  of  perfuafiony 
and  called  for  Col.  Carr,  and  defired  him  to  order  the 
troops  to  their  barracks  in  the  fame  order  they  were 
in  ;  accordingly  they  were  ordered  to  fhoulder  their 
guns,  and  were  marched  off  by  fome  officers.  And  fur¬ 
ther  faith  not. 

RICH.  PALMES. 


•uffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  17,  17 70. 

Richard  Palmes  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affi¬ 
davit  y  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill.  Juft.  Peace. 


1 


("No.  54.) 

William  Wyatof  Salem,  coafter,  teftify  and  fay,  that 
laft  Monday  evening,  being  the  fifth  day  of  March 
current,  1  was  in  Boflon,  down  at  Treat’s  wharf,  where 
my  veiled  was  lying,  and  hearing  the  bells  ring  fup- 
poied  there  was  a  fire  in  the  town,  whereupon  I  haftened 
up  to  the  town-houfe,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  where 
I  law  an  officer  of  the  army  lead  out  of  the  guard- 
houfe  there  feven  or  eight  foldiers  of  the  army,  and 
lead  them  dojvn  in  feeming  hafte  to  the  Cuftom-houfe 
on  the  nor^fe  fide  of  King-fireet,  where  1  followed 
them,  and  "%n  the  officer  had  got  there  with  the  men, 
he  bid  them^face  about.  1  flood  juft  below  them  on 
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the  left  wing,  and  the  J aid  officer  ordered  his  men  to  load 7 
which  they  did  accordingly  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  ? 
then  they  remained  about  fix  minutes,  with  their  fire¬ 
locks  refted  and  bayonets  fixed,  but  not  (landing  in 
exadt  order.  I  obferved  a  confiderable  number  of  young 
lads ,  and  here  and  there  a  man  amcngjl  them  about  the 
middle  of  the  Jlreet ,  facing  the  foldiers,  but  not  within 
ten  or  twelve  feet  diftance  from  them  ;  I  obferved  fome 
of  them,  viz.  the  lads,  &c.  had  flicks  in  their  hands, 
laughing,  fliouting,  huzzaing,  and  crying  fire  *,  but 
could  not  obferve  that  any  of  them  threw  any  thing  at 
the  foldiers,  or  threatened  any  of  them.  Then  the 
/aid  officer  retired  from  before  the  foldiers,  and  ftepping 
behind  them  towards  the  right  wing,  bid  the  foldiers 
fire  ;  they  not  firing,  he  prefently  again  bid  them  fire  ; 
they  not  yet  firing,  he  Jlampedand  faid ,  Damn  your  bloods 
fire,  be  the  conference  what  it  will  then  the  fecond 
.man  on  the  left  wing  fired  oft  his  gun,  then,  after  a 
very  fhort  paufe,  they  fired  one  after  another  as  quick 
as  poffible,  beginning  on  the  right  wing  ;  the  laft  man’s 
o-un  on  the  left  wing  flafhed  in  the  pan,  then  he  primed 
a^ain,  and  the  peoole  being  withdrawn  from  before  the 
foldiers,  moil  of  them  further  down  the  ftreet,  he  turned 
his  gun  toward  them  and  fired  upon  them.  Immediately 
after  the  principal  firing,  I  faw  three  of  the  people  fail 
down  in  the  fitreet ;  prefently  after  the  tall  gun  was 
fired  off,  the  laid  officer,  who  had  commanded  the 
foldiers  (as  above)  to  fire,  fprung  before  them,  waving 
his  (word  or  ftick,  faid,  Damn  ye,_  rafcals,  what  did 
ye  fire  for,  and  firuck  up  the  gun  of 'one  of  the  foldiers 
who  was  loading  again,  whereupon  they  teemed  con¬ 
founded,  and  fired  no  more.  I  then  went  up  behind 
them  to  the  right  wing,  where  one  of  the  people  was 
jyins,  to  fee  whether  he  was  dead,where  there  were  four 
or  five  people  about  him,  one  of  them  faying,  he  was  • 
dead  j  whereupon  one  of  the  fo!diers|faid,  Damn  his 
blood  he  is  dead,  if  he  ever  fprawl  again  I  will  be 

damned  for  him. —And  1  remember  as  the  faid  officer 

'■ 1 .  ' '  "  '  '  was 
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was  going  down  with  the  foldiers  towards  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  a  gentleman  fpoke  to  him  and  faid,  Capt.  P  reft  on , 
for  God’s  lake  keep  your  men  in  order  and  mind  what 
you  are  about.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

March  7,  1770.  WILLIAM  WYAT. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  13,  1770. 

JVilliam  Wyatt ,  above  named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion^  ?nade  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  writ¬ 
ten  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana.  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Tudor,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  55.) 

I  Henry  Knox  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that  be- 
tween  nine  and  ten  o’clock  P.  M.  the  fifth  inftantl 
faw  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  charging  his  muf- 
ket  and  a  number  of  young  perfons  croffing  from  Royal 
Exchange  to  Quaker-lane  ;  feeing'him  load,  flopped 
and  afked  him  what  he  meant  ?  and  told  others,  the 
centry  was  going  to  fire.  They  then  huzza’d  and 
gathered  round  him  at  about  ten  feet  diftant  *,  I  then 
advancing  went  up  to  him,  and  the  centry  fnapped  his 
piece  upon  them .  Knox  told  him,  if  he  fired,  he  died. 
The  centry  anfwered,  he  did  not  care,  or  words  to  that 
purpofe,  damning  them  and  faying,  if  they  touched  him, 
he  would  fire.  The  boys  told  him  to  fire  and  be 
damned.  Immediately  on  this  I  returned  to  the  reft 
of  the  people  and  endeavoured  to  keepevery  boy  from 
going  up,  but  finding  it  ineffectual,  went  off  through 
the  crowd  and  faw  a  detachment  of  about  eight  or  nine 
men  and  a  corporal  headed  by  Capt.  Prefton.  I  took 
Capt.  Prefton  by  the  coat,  and  told  him  for  God’s  fake 
to  take  his  men  back  again,  for  if  they  fired  his  life 
muft  anfvver  for  the  confequence  he  replied,  he  was 

lenfible 
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fenfible  of  it,  or  knew  what  he  was  about,  or  words 
to  that  purpoie;  and  feemed  in  great  hafte  and  much 
agitated.  While  I  was  talking  with  t 'apt.  Prefion 
the  fold iers  of  his  detachment  had  attacked  the  people 
with  their  bayonets .  "There  was  not  the  leaft  provocation 
given  to  Capt .  Prefion  or  his  party ,  the  backs  of  the  people 
being  tozvards  them  when  they  were  attacked .  During 
the  time  of  the  attack  I  frequently  heard  the  words. 
Damn  y cur  bloody  and  finch  like  expreffions.  When  Capt. 
Prefion  law  his  party  engaged  he  diredtly  left  me,  and 
went  into  the  crowd,  and  I  departed*  The  deponent 
further  fays,that  there  was  net  prefent  in  King-fir eet  above 
fieventy  or  eighty  people  at  the  extent ,  according  to  his 


HENRY  KNOX. 


opinion. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Boffon,  March  17,  1770. 

Henry  [Knox  above  named ,  after  due  examination , 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above-written 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill.  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  56.) 

Payne  of  Bofton,  merchant,  teftifies  and  fays, 


that  on  the  evening  of  the  fitch  inftant,  on  hearing 
the  bells  ring,  hefuppofed  there  was  fire,  but  ongoing 
out  he  was  informed  there  was  not  any  fire,  but  a  riot 
of  the  foldiers ,  and  that  the  foldiers  were  cutting  down 

Liberty-tree. - That  he  went  into  King-ftreet, 

where  he  mef  Mr.  Walker  the  fhipwright,  who  inform¬ 
ed  him,  that  the  foldiers  at  Smith’s  barracks  had  Tallied 
out  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  had  cut  and  beat  a  number 

of  perfons ,  but  were  drove  back  ro  their  barracks. - - 

That  he  fthe  deponent)  then  went  to  the  eaft  end  ofthe 
Town-houfe,  where  he  heard  the  fame  report  from  di- 


That  whiift  he  flood  there,  a  number 


of  perfons,  not  exceeding  twenty ,  fome  of  them  with 
flicks  in  their  hands,  came  up  the  lane  by  Silfby’s  into 
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King-ftreet,  at  which  time  there  was,  as  near  as  he  can 
judge,  about ’the  fame  number  in  King-ftreet,  when  a 
Jad  came  up  from  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and  informed  the 
people,  that  the  centinel  there  had  knocked  down  a  lad 
belonging  to  their  fhop,  upon  which  the  people  moved 

that  way,  and  furrounded  the  centinel. - That  this 

deponent  then  went  home,  and  flood  upon  the  fell  of 
his  entry  door,  which  is  nearly  oppofite  to  the  eaftend 
of  the  Cullom-houfe,  where  he  was  loon  joined  hy  Mr. 
George  Bethune  and  Mr.Harrifon  Gray  ;  tiiat  the  peo¬ 
ple  round  the  centinel  were  then  crying  out  Fire,  Fire, 
damn  you  why  don’t  you  Fire;  foon  after,  he  perceived 
a  number  of  foldiers  coming  down  towards  the  centinel, 
with  their  arms  in  a  horizontal  poffure,  and  their  bayo¬ 
nets  fixed,  who  turned  the  people  from  before  the  Cuf¬ 
tom-houfe,  and  drew  up  before  the  door;  the  people, 
who  (till  remained  in  the  fcreet  and  about  the  foldiers, 
continued  calling  out  to  them  to  fire.  In  this  fituation 
they  remained  feme  minutes,  when  he  heard  a  gun 
fnap,  and  prefently  a  fingle  gun  fired,  and  foon  after 
feveral  others  went  off  one  after  another,  to  the  number 
of  three  or  four,  and  then  heard  the  rammers  go  into 
the  guns  as  though  they  were  loading;  immediately  af¬ 
ter  which  three  or  four  more  went  off  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  ;  at  which  time  a  ball  paffed  through  the  deponent’s 
right  arm,  upon  which  he  immediately  retired  into  the 
houfe.  That  at  the  time  of  the  centinePs  being  fur- 
rounded,  and  at  the  time  of  the  firing,  it  appeared  to 
the  deponent,  that  there  were  from  fifty  to  an  hundred 
ferfons  in  the  ftreet,  and  not  more.  The  deponent  fur¬ 
ther  faith  not.  EDWARD  PAYNE. 

Teft. Mr.  Payne  fubferibed  his  name  with  his  left  hand 
John  Amory. 

Suffolk,  fif.  Boffon,  March  21.  1770. 

Edward  Payne  al oven amed,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion^  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
cf  the  thing . 


Before 
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Before  John  Ruddock*  Juftice  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  57.) 

JOhn  Gammcll  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
foon  after  the  bells  rang  on  Monday  evening  the  5th 
inftant,  he  flood  by  the  Town-houfe,  and  faw  a  party* 
confiding  of  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  foldiers,  come  out 
of  the  main  guard,  and  a  ferjeant  or  corporal  ordered 
them  to  prime  and  load,  which  they  did,  and  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  about  fix  men  wich  a  corporal  filed  off  to 
Williams’s  court,  as  was  faid,  to  call  Captain  Prefion * 
and  the  reft  to  the  Cufiom-houfe  :  a  few  minutes  after, 
they  took  their  poft  by  the  Cuftom-houfe,  the  depo¬ 
nent  went  down  and  faw  them  pufhing  at  the  people 
with  their  bayonets. and  telling  them  to  ftand  off  or  they 
would  fire  upon  them  ;  the  people  laughed  at  them  \ 
and  told  them  they  dared  net  to  fire.  Not  long  after 
the  deponent  heard  the  word  Fire,  and  quickly  the 
man  on  the  right  wing  fired,  and  fucceffively  feverai 

more.- - On  this  the  deponent  walked  off  through 

Quaker-lane.  And  further  faith  not. 

JOHN  GAMMELL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

John  Gammell  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affi¬ 
davit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum* 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  58.) 

I  Charlotte  Bourgate  of  lawful  age,  an  indented  fer- 

vant  to  Edward  Manwaring,  Eiq*,  being  at  my 

mafter’s  lodgings  at  Mr.  Eudfon  s  at  the  north  end,  on 

the  night  of  the  horrid  maffacre  in  King-ftreet  of  the 

rth  inftant,  heard  the  bells  ring,  which  I  took  to  be 
P  for 
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for  fire,  (about  half  an  hour  before  the  bells  rung  my* 
hiajler ,  with  one  Mr.  Munroe ,  faid  they  would  go  to 
the  CuJtom*koufe  and  drink  a  glafs  of  wine)  then  I  went 
out,  there  being  nobody  in  the  botife  that  I  knew  of ,  to 
ikfr.  Hudfon  and  wife  \  then  I  went  up  to  the  Ctificm - 
door  and  knocked,  w.v.-n  a  young  man,  which! 
have  fince  heard  was  named  Hammond  Green,  it  me 
in  and  locked  the  door,  vJhen  i  iu\V  my  mafter  and  Mr, 
Munroe  come  down  (lairs  and  go  into  a  room,  when 
four  or  five  men  went  up  fairs  puilingand  halting  me 
after  them,  and  faid,  M  good  boy  come  ,  when  I  was  car ■- 
tied  into  the  chamber ,  there  was  but  to  light  in  the  room, 
and  that  in  the  cbrnbr  of  the  chamber ,  when  i  Lw  a  tall 
man  loading  a  gun  (then  I  faw  two  guns  in  the  room) 
my  mailer  not  being  in  the  chamb  r*,  there  w..s  a  num¬ 
ber  of  gentlemen  in  the  room  :  after  the  gun  was  loaded, 
the  tall  man  gave  it  to  me  and  told  me  to  fire ,  and  faid. 
He  would  kill  nie  if  I  did  not  ;  I  tolJ  him,  Ivtould  not . 
He  drawing  a  fwotd  out  of  his  cane ,  told  me,  if  1  did 
.not  fire  it,-  he  would  run  it  through  try  guts.  The  man 
putting  the  gun  out  of  the  window,  it  being  a  little 
•open,  I  fired  it  fide  wdy  up  the  ftreet  ;  the  tall  man 
then  loaded  the  gim  again  •;  1  beard  the  balls  go  down. 
The  man  then  laid  it  on  the  window  aga.n,  and  told 
*me  to  fire  it.  I  told  him,  I  vjould  not  fire  again  ;  he 
told  me  again,  He  would  rUn  me  through  the  guts  if  I  did 
Hot  ;  upon  Which  1  fired  the  fame  way  up  the  ftreet. 
-Alter  I  fired  the  fecond gun,  I faiv  my  rh after  in  the  room  * 
he  took  a  gun  and  pointed  it  out  of  the  window  ;  1  hcabd 
the  gun  go  off ;  then  a  tall  man  came  and  clapped  me 
an  the  fhoulders  above  and  below  fairs,  and  faid  That’s 
my  good  boy,  I'll  give  you  lbme  money  tb-morrov). 

2  faid,  I  don’t  want  any  money.  There  being  a  !i<>ht 
m  the  lower  room,  and  the  door  being  upon  the  jarr, 

S  faw  it  was  the  tall  man  that  clapped  me  On  the  /boul¬ 
der  ;  then  the  young  man,  Hammcnd  Green ,  let  me  out 

G  of 
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of  the  door,  there  being  two  or  three  people  in  the  entry t 
when  J  got  out  of  thehoufe,  1  law  a  number  of  people 
in  the  Itrects,  and  I  ran  home  as  tali  as  I  could,  and 
let  up  all  night  in  my  mailer’s  kitchen.  And  further 
lay,  that  my  majter  licked  me  the  next  night  for  telling 
Mrs .  Waldron  about  his  firing  out  of  the  Cufiom-houfie . 
And  for  fear  that  I  fihould  be  licked  again ,  I  did  deny 
all  that  l  faid  before  Jullice  Quincy,  which  I  am  very 
lorry  for.  And  further  1  fay  not. 

his 

CHARLOTTE  $  BOURGATE, 

Mark. 

At  t  eft.  Elisha  Story. 

Edward  Crafts. 

Suffolk.  IT.  Soften,  March  23.  1770. 

CharlotteBourgate  above-named ,  after  due  ex  ami 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  af¬ 
fidavit,  Edward  Manwaring ,  Ef quire ,  and 
John  Munroe  above  named ,  were  notified  and 
prefent ,  interrogated  the  deponent .  Ta¬ 
ken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing, 

[  Before,  John  Ruddock,  Jullice  Peace,  and  ot  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

✓ 

(No.  59.) 

Iilam  Bafs  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
^  being  in  King-ftreet  on  Monday  night  the  5th  in- 
ftant,  after  nine  of  the  clock,  he  faw  about  an  hundred 
people  gathered  about  the  Cuftom-boufe ,  and  prefently 
came  a  party  of  armed  foldiers  with  bayonets  fixed  from 
the  main  guard,  keeping  on  the  fouth  fide  of  King- 
ftreet,  ’till  they  came  nearly  oppofite  the  Cuftom-houfe* 
and  then  paffed  over,  driving  through  the  people  in  fo 
rough  a  manner,  that  it  appeared  to  the  deponent  that 

they  intended  to  create  a  difturbance,  They  pofted 

themfelves 
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jthemfelves  between  the  Cuftonvhoufe  door  and  the  weft 
corner  of  it  ;  and  in  a  few  minuf.es  began  to  fire  upon  the 
people .  Two  or  three  of  the  flafhes  fo  high  above  the 
reft,  that  the  deponent  verily  believes  they  rnuft  have 
come  from  the  Cujlom-koufe  windows:  and  further  faith, 
that  he  obferved  no  violence  to  the  foldiers  at  or  before  the 
firing ,  or  to  the  Cuflcm-houfe ,  by  the  people. 

GILLAM  BASS. 

Suffulk,  fiT.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

# 

Gillam  Bafs  abovsnamed ,  after  due  examination , 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affidavit , 
taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  60.) 

Enjamin  Alline  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  current,  hearing 
the  bells  ring  after  nine  o’clock,  he  came  into  King 
ftreet,  and  faw  the  Cuftom-houle  centry  (landing  qui¬ 
etly  in  his  place.  About  four  or  five  minutes  after  the 
boys  in  the  ftreet  came  up  near  to  him,  and  made  a 
noife,  on  which  the  foldier  returned  to  the  Cuftom- 
houle  fteps.  The  deponent  quickly  after  this  faw  the 
Cuftom-houfe  door  open ,  and  the  centry  turn  that  way, 
and  loon  (hut  again.  The  centry  then  faced  the  boys, 
and  waved  his  gun  about  as  if  to  keep  them  off,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  eight  or  nine  foldiers  came  down  with 
an  officer  at  their  head,  and  placed  themfelves  round 
fhe  centry,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after,  he  heard  the 

O  2  word 
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^vord  Fire,  and  they  fired  in face  erf. on,  one  after  the  ether 
The  deponent  further  faith,  that  when  he  firft  arri  ved  at 
tiie  Culiom-houfe.  there  did  not  feem  to  be  more  than 
thirty  or  forty  people  round  it,  mofHy  boys,  and  they  of- 
fred  no  violence  as  he  objeryed,  only  making  a  noife  and 
huzzaing.'  And  further  laith  not. 

'  ‘  BENJAMIN  ALLIN E.  • 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

J 

Benjamin  Allin  e  above-named ,  after  due  ex  ami* 
nation ,  made  oath  to  tbe\  truth  of  the  above * 
written  ' affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

t  .  '  r 

,r  t 

Before  Ri  .  Dana,  Juft.  Pence  and  of  the  Quorum, 
JohnHill?  juft.  Peace.  ,  ' 

*  *  •  *  * i  * 

(No.  61.) 
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T  Francis  Read  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  Monday 
evening  the  5th  iriftant,  hearing  the  bells  ringing  in 
the  center  of  the  town,  I  came  into  King-ftreet  apd 
found  near  an  hundred  people ,  moftly  boys ,  ftanding 
round  at  about  7  or  8  yards  diftahee  from  theCuftom- 
houfe,  before  which  flood  a  fqldier  on  centry.  In  a 
few  minutes  I  faw  a  little  man  in  a  grey  furtout  w  ith 
his  hair  clubb’d  open  the  Cujlom-boufe  door  and' go  iny 
and  quickly  after  the  centry  went  to  faid  door  then  a  little 
a  pen,  and  feemed  to  fpcak  with  fame  body  in  the  houfe , 
'after  which  the  door  was  jhut ,  and  the  centry  loaded 
his  piece  In  about  three  Or  four  minutes  I  faw  a 
party  of  foldiers  come  down  from  the  main  guard 
with  an  officer,’  which  were  polled  in  a  femicircle  from 
the  door  round  the  centry-box  to  the  fouth  weft  corner 
pf  the  Cuftoovhoufe.  About  fiye  or  fix  minutes  after 
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they  were  pofted,  I  heard  the  word  fire  from  among 
the  foldiers ,  and  in  a  little  lime  after  the  foldiers  fired ; 
fir  it  one  gun,  then  another,  iometimes  two  ac  once, 
till  8  or  i o  were  fired.  Calling  my  eyes  about  after 
the  firing  was  over,  I  faw  the  fmoke  of  two  difcharges 
high  above  the  reji ;  on  this  I  left  the  place.  And 
further  fay  not. 

FRANCIS  READ. 

i 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bolton,  March  2  o,  1770. 

/ 

Francis  Read  above-named^  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And  Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace. 

4  ■  X.  *  .  ,  ... 


(No.  62.) 

j[  Dimond  Morton  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  Monday  night  the  5th  inftanr,  between  the 
tfiours  or  nine  and  ten  I  heard  the  cry  of  Fire  by  my 
dioufe.  Immediately  I  ran  out  towards  the  town- 
fhoufe  5  when  I  got  between  the  Old-South  Meeting 
and  the  Old- Brick  Meeting,  I  met  fome  people,  they 
told  me  there  was  no  fire,  but  people  gathered  in 
Xing-ftreet ;  immediately  I  left  them  and  came  towards 
the  town-houfe,  when  I  faw  a  number  of  people  go 
round  the  Brazen-head  corner,  fome  crying  they  are 
this  way,  and  I  run  in  amongft  them,  and  came  down 
fcefore  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and  there  I  faw  a  centinel 
walking  backwards  and  forwards  before  the  door. 
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Soon  after  I  faw  the  centinei  retreat  back  upon  the 
ftone  of  the  Cufiom-houfe  doer,  waving  his  bayonet 
bread- high  all  the  way  when  he  got  on  the  ftone 
he  drew  his  cartridge  ro  load  his  gun  ;  whilft  he  was 
loading  his  gun,  I  (aw  Thomas  Greenwood,  a  waiter 
to  the  cornmifTioners,.run  out  from  the  people  where  I 
was,  and  run  behind  the  centinei,  and  knock  at  the 
door  of  the  cuftonas,  and  was  foon  let  in  :  by  that 
time  the  centinei  had  hi.s  gun  loaded.  Then  the  peo¬ 
ple  cried.  You  dare  not  fire  ^  and  others  laid.  Fire  and 
be  damn'd  ;  then  the  boys  gave  two  or  thiee  chears. 
Upon  that  I  faw  Capt.  P  reft  on  marching  and  leading 
down  from  the  ma  r.  guard  eight  or  ten  foldiers ,  with 
their  bayonets  fix' d, /winging  their  guns.  When  they 
pafled  me,  l  followed  them  down  to  the  Cufiom-houfe. 
In  about  two  minutes  Capt.  Prcfton  cr  fome  other 
perfon  ordered  them  to  load,  which  they  did-,  then  I 
went  towards  Quaker-lane,  when  I  faw  the  flafh  of  a 
gun  from  the  loldiers  at  the  Cultom-houfe,  and  a  man 


fall  before  me ;  the  guns  being  repeatedly  fired,  I 
looked  round  and  faw  two  or  three  men  lay  down  on 
the  lnow.  When  I  found  there  were  three  dead,  and 
a  number  of  others  wounded,  in  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  afterwards,  I  faw  the  foldiers  march  towards 
the  main  guard — the  fnow  being  at  that  time  near  a 

foot  deep- - -And  1  further  fay,  that  I  did  not  fee  any 

infult  offered  to  the  centinei  from  the  inhabitants  \  and 
at  the  time  the  guns  were  fired  there  were  not  above 
fiuty  or  feventy  per  funs  J landing  before  the  Cufiom-houfe 
door. — And  further  I  (ay  not. 

DIMOND  MORTON. 

>  >  r  ' 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

Dimond  Morton  above-named ,  after  due  exami- 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 

written 
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written  afp davit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  oj  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quo* 
rum. 

And  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(NTo.  63.) 

jBEnjamin  Frize!  of  Pownalborough,  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  mariner,  of  lawful  age,  teftifieih  and 
faith,  that  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  clay  of  March 
current,  going  to  Capr.  jofeph  Hen  (haw’s  at  thelbuth 
part  of  Bofton,  in  his  way  thither,  under  Liberty-tree, 
exactly  at  eight  o’clock  of  laid  evening,  he  faw  there 
eleven  foldiers,  and  an  officer  met  them,  drefied  in  a 
blue  furtout  *,  upon  his  fpcaking  to  them,  they  appear¬ 
ed  very  fubmiflive,  the  officer  ordering  them  to  appear 
at  their  refpedtive  places  at  the  lime ,  and  if  they  ffiould 
fee  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  any  ocher 
people  not  belonging  to  them,  with  arms,  clubs,  or 
any  other  warlike  weapons,  more  than  two  being  af- 
fembled  together,  to  order  them  to  Jtop ,  and  ajk  them 
their  bufinejs ,  and  where  they  were  going  ;  if  they  refu- 
fed  to  ft  op,  or  tell  them  their  bu  finds,  or  ieparate 
themfelves,  to  Jtop  them  with  their  firelocks,  and  all 
that  Jhall  take  their  part :  after  giving  tbefe  orders  the 
officer  went  off  to  the  northward,  and  the  foldiers 
fouthward  ;  upon  which  the  deponent  proceeded  about 
his  bufinels  as  far  as  Wheeler’s  point,  and  while  there, 
the  bell  rang  as  ufual  for  fire,  and  he  with  others  ran 
to  the  town-houfe,  two  engines  being  there  drawn,  the 


men  attending,  left  them  on  the  weft  end  of  the  town- 


houfe,  and  going  with  others  into  King-ftreet,  were 
Jlcpped  by  two  centinels  of  the  main  guard,  and  forbid 
to  pafs  on  their  peril ,  and  fetid ,  If  they  did  they  would 

jirc 
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fire  on  them\  but  one  man,  fomewhat  bolder  than 
reft,  laid,  as  the  bells  rang  for  fire,  and  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  town  had  good  right  to  pafs  through  any 
ftreet  or  lane  of  the  town,  he  fhould  pafs,  and  (h  or¬ 
dering  a  (lick  he  had  in  his  hand,  went  forward  and 
was  followed  by  the  deponent  and  many  others  into' 
King-ftreet,  the  deponent  taking  his  ftation  at  the  weft 
corner  of  the  houfe  now  called  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and 
between  the  corner  and  the  centry-box,  where  (landing 
about  two  or  three  minutes,  he  faw  fix  or  feven  fol- 
diers  come  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet,  near 
to  the  head  or  opening  of  Royal  Exchange-lane,  where 
they  halted*  and  fome  of  them  (poke  to  the  centry  at 
the  Cuftom-houfe  and  faced  about,  in  which  pofturi 
they  ftood  about  two  minutes,  2nd  in  that  time  he 
heard  nothing  /aid  to  them ,  or  of  thtitn^  by  any  of  the 
inhabitants \  but  heard  two  or  three  cheers  given  by 
the  people,  and  two  or  three  boatfwain’s  calls  piped, 
upon  the  laft  of  which  the  foldiers  began  their  fire ,  thd 
deponent  (till  (landing  at  the  corner  of  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  the  firft  dilcharge  being  only  one  gun,  the 
next  of  two  guns,  upon  which  the  deponent  thinks  he 
faw  a  man  {tumble ;  the  third  difeharge  was  of  three 
guns,  upon  which  he  thinks  he  fa\V  two  men  fall,  and 
immediately  after  were  difeharged  five  guhs,  two  of 
which  were  by  foldiers  on  his  right  hand,  the  other 
three,  as  appeared  to  the  deponent,  were  difeharged 
from  the  balcony  or  the  chamber-window  of  the  Cuftont - 
houfe,  the  fiafhes  appearing  on  the  left  hand  and  higher 
than  the  right  hand  fiafhes  appeared  to  be,  and  of 
which  the  deponent  was  very  fenfible,  although  his  eyes 
were  much  turned  to  the  foldiers,  who  were  all  on  his 
2  joht  hand  ;  (bon  after  this  the  deponent  faw  five  men 
on  the  ground,  three  whereof  appeared  to  be  dead,  and 
the  other  two  to  be  ftruggling  •,  for  the  ipace  of  two 

minutes  following  all  action  ceafed  \  after  which  the 

general 
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general  cry  was,  Let  us  pick  up  the  dead,  and  not  let 
the  foldiers  have  them  *,  and  thereupon  the  deponent 
affifted  in  fupporting  and  Readying  one  who  was 
wounded,  till  a  chair  was  brought  to  carry  him  off. 

BENJAMIN  FRIZEL. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  22,  1770. 

Benjamin  Frizel  above  mentioned ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
fa  id  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  Thing, 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  64.) 

JEremiah  Allen  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
in  the  evening  cf  the  fifth  day  of  March  current, 
being  at  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  from  chamber  in  the 
houfe  occupied  by  Col.  Inge;  El  in  King  ftreet,  he 
heard  feme  guns  fired,  which  occafioned  his  going  into 
the  balcony  ot  the  faid  houfe — that  when  he  was  in 
the  faid  balcony,  in  company  with  Mr.  William  Moli- 
neux  jun.  and  John  Simpfon,  he  heard  the  difeharge 
of  four  or  five  guns,  the  fla  flies  of  which  appeared  to 
be  to  the  weftward  of  the  ccn try-box;  and  immediate¬ 
ly  after,  he  the  deponent  heard  two  or  three  more 
guns,  and  faw  the  flafhes  thereof  from  out  of  the  houfe 
now  called  the  Cuflom- houfe,  as  they  evidently  appear¬ 
ed  to  him,  and  which  he  the  laid  deponent  at  the  fame 
time  declared  to  the  aforefaid  Molineux  and  Simplon, 


being 


•  v 


[  1  *4  ] 

being  then  near  him,  faying  to  them,  at  the  fame 
ti  me,  pointing  his  hand  toward  the  Cuftom-houfe,  There 
they  are  out  of  the  Cujlom-houfe. — And  further  the  de- 
poqent  faith  not. 

r 

JEREMIAH  ALLEN. 


Suffolk,  ff. 

The  above  named  Jeremiah  Allen  perfonally  ap¬ 
pearing,  and  being  carefully  examined ,  and 
duly  cautioned  to  teftify  the  whole  truth ,  mak- 
eth  folemn  oath  to  the  fore -written  depofition 
by  him  fubfcribed ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quo? 
rum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace? 

(Np  65.)  • 

YOSIAH  Simpfon  of  lawful  age  teftifieth  and  faith? 

>  that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March  current^ 
at  about  nine  of  the  clock  he  heard  a  bell  ringing  at 
the  fouth  part  of  the  town,  which  caufed  him  to  leave 
his  (hop  to  make  enquiry. — Soon  after  he  heard  that 
the  foldiers  had  rofe  upon  the  inhabitants  ;  that  when 
he  had  got  as  far  as  Faneuil  Hall,  feeing  a  number  of 
gentlemen  (landing  together,  the  deponent  made  up 
to  them,  and  afked  them  what  the  difturbance  was ; 
fhey  anlwered  him,  that  two  young  men  had  been  abu- 
fed  by  the  foldiers — but  that  the  foldiers  had  now  re¬ 
turned  to  their  barracks —he  then  proceeded  with  a 

number 
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number  of  others  lip  Royal  Exchange-lane  :  at  th£ 


head  of  the  lane  fome  of  the  perfons  with  him  cried 
out,  Here  is  a  foldier,  and  huzza’d  ;  immediately  the 
foldier  who  was  centry  near  to  the  box  before  the  Cuf- 
tom  houfe,  repaired  to  th tCuftom-hcufe  door  \  at  which, 
with  the  knocker,  the  foldier  gave  three  very  hard 
ftrokes  ;  upon  which  fome  p erf  on  within  f>de 
opened  the  door  and  fpohe  to  him  remarkably  floort^  and 
then  jhut  it  again. — The  foldier  then  diredtly  loaded 
his  gun,  knocking  the  breech  twice  hard  upon  the  (tone: 
fteps ;  at  the  lame  time  feven  loldiers  (as  the  deponent 
judges)  with  a  commanding  officer  came  and  cried* 
4  Clear  the  way,5  as  he  came  along,  then  forming  them 
into  a  half  circle,  ordered  them  to  load  :  the  deponent 
then  made  up  as  he  could  to  the  officer,  and  faid,  For 
God’s  fake  don’t  fire  upon  the  people  ;  he  made  him 
no  anfwer :  then  turning  to  the  inhabitants  he  the  de- 
ponent  expreffed  himfelt  in  the  following  manner;  For 
God’s  fake  don’t  trouble  thefe  men,  for  they  are  upon 
duty  and  will  fire:  turning  about  to  the  loldiers  he 
faw  them  making  up  to  the  inhabitants  with  their  bay- 
onets  fixed  (about  ten  feet  off)  directing  them  to  Hand 
off,  attempting  to  drive  them  away  with  their  bayo¬ 
nets  :  then  he  withdrew  himfelf  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  way,  where  feeing  a  man  attempt  to  throw  a  club, 
he  begg’d  that  he  would  not;  adding, that  if  he  did  the 
foldiers  would  fire,  and  he  did  not :  the  deponent  then 
{landing  by  Warden  and  Vernon’s  fhop  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  King-ftreet,  with  his  back  to  the  foldiers,  im¬ 
mediately  after  heard  the  word  prefent  ;  at  which  word 
he  ftooped  down. — A  little  'pace  of  time  enfuecl,  and 
then  he  heard  the  words,  Damn  you,  fire  ;  the  found  of 
Which  words  feemed  to  proceed  from  the  left  of  all 
the  loldiers,  and  very  near  the  centfy-box  ;  upon  this 
order  he  judged  two  guns  were  difcharged,  and  im¬ 
mediately  three  more,  and  then  two  more  ;  one  of  the 
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two  lair  guns  went  about  five  or  fix  inches  over  the 
deponent’s  back  ;  after  which  he  ftood  up,  and  another 
gun  was  difcharged,  which  wounded  one  Robert  Pat- 
terfon  in  the  arm,  and  the  blood  was  fprinkled  upon 
the  deponent’s  hand  and  waiftcoat:  after  the  firing  the 
deponent  faw  four  perfons  drop  ;  then  looking  towards 
the  foldiers  the  deponent  faw  them  making  towards  the 
inhabitants  with  their  fixed  bayonets  \  upon  which  he  re¬ 
tired  down  Quaker-lane,  and  went  round  into  the  main 
ftreet  homewards,  where  he  met  a  number  of  people 
going  up  Royal  Exchange-lane — from  thence  he  reti¬ 
red  home. 

JOSIAH  SIMPSON. 

The  deponent  further  faith,  That  he  is  fatisfied  there 
was  not  more  than  yo  or  80  people  in  King- ftreet,  who  of¬ 
fered  no  violence  to  the  foldiers  or  to  any  other  perfonsy 
nor  threatened  any . 

JOSIAH  SIMPSON. 
Suffolk,  If.  Bofton,  March  1 6th,  1770. 

Jofiah  Simpfon  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  R  1.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace, 
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(N°  66.) 

T  John  Wilfon  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  cn  Monday 
evening  the  5th  currenr,  l  was  at  Mr  Burdett’s  at 
the  head  of  Long-lane,  and  heard  the  bells  ting 
and  fire  cried,  and  thereupon  went  in  company  with 
others  to  King-ftreer,  and  faw  no  difturbance  there; 
hearing  the  bells  fcill  ringing,  I  afked  what  was  the 
matter  ?  The  people  Lid  the  foldiers  had  infulted  the 
inhabitants,  on  which  I  went  to  Cornhill,  where  the 
buftie  had  been,  and  found  no  foldiers  there  ;  then 
I  came  down  King-ftreetoppofue  the  Cuhom-houfc.and 
L.w  a  man  with  a  light  coloured  furtouc  coming  from 
the  main-guard  go  up  to  the  centry,  and  lay  his  hand 
on  his  fhou  Icier,  and  freak  fom.e  words  to  the  centry, 
and  then  enter  tke  C  Jlcm-hcufe  door .  On  this  the  cen¬ 
try  grounded  the  breech  of  his  gun,  took  out  a  cart¬ 
ridge,  primed  and  loaded,  and  fhouldered  his  firelock. 
After  this  I  drew  back  oppofite  Mr.  Stone’s,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  faw  a  party  of  foldiers  headed  by  an  of- 
.ficer,  coming  down  from  the  main-guard,  crying 
to  the  inhabitants,  Damn  you ,  make  way,  you 

boogers !  1  not  moving  from  my  place  was  frruck 

by  one  of  them  on  the  hip  with  the  butt  of  his 

mufquet,  which  bruifed  me  fo  much  that  it  was 
next  day  very  fore  and  much  difcoloured.  The  offi¬ 
cer  feeing  the  foldier  ilrike  me,  faid  to  the  iol- 

dier  in  an  angry  manre-,  Why  don’c  you  prtctt  toe 
boogers  ?  The  party  drew  up  before  the  Cuftom-houfc 
Moor,  and  ranged  to  the  weft  corner  in  a  half  circle, 
and  charged  their  pieces  breafe  high.  Some  fmall 
boys  coming  up  made  a  noife  to  the  foldiers,  on  which 
the  officer  faid  to  them,  Why  don't  you  fire?  Damn  you 
fire!  i iic y  hereupon  fired,  and  two  men  fell  dead 

in 
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in  my  light.  1  then  left  the  place,  and  went  over  the 
ftreet  and  affifted  Paterfon  the  wounded  man  in  get¬ 
ting  home.  The  deponent  further  faith,  that  when 
he  got  into  King-ftreet  he  faw  no  body  but  the  centry 
walking  backwards  and  forwards  by  the  Cuitom-houfe,- 
and  then  went  to  Cornhill  as  above  ;  and  at  the  time 
of  firing  he  verily  believes  there  were  not  above  fifty 
per  font  in  the  Jireet  near  the  Cuflom-houfe ,  the  fnow 
being  at  that  time  near  a  foot  deep.  And  further  I  fay 
not. 

JOHN  WILLSON. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  19,  1770. 

John  tVillfon  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ru  D  ana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum 

And  John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace.- 


(No.  67.) 

/^EORGE  Cofter  of  the  Bay  of  Bulls,  in  the 
^  Hand  of  Newfoundland,  mariner,  of  lawful  age,* 
teftifieth  and  faith,  that  being  in  Bofton  about  nine 
of  the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March 
current,  he  the  deponent  was  fianding  in  king-ftreet^* 
near  the  middle  of  the  faid  ftreet,  and  while  there 
{landing  among  a  large  number  of  other  people,  in 
about  five  or  fix  minutes  after  he  ftopt,  he  heard  the 
word  of  command  given  to  the  foldiers,  Fire ,  upon 
which  one  gun  was  fired,  which  did  no  execution  as 

the 


f  *19  ] 

the  deponent  obferved  ;  about  half  a  minute  after 
two  guns ,  one  of  which  killed  one  Samuel  Gray ,  a 
rope-maker ,  the  other  a  molatto  man ,  between  which 
two  men  the  deponent  flood  ;  after  this  the  deponent 
heard  the  difeharge  of  four  or  five  guns  more  by  the 
foldiers  •,  immediately  after  which  the  deponent  heard 
the  difeharge  of  two  guns  or  piflols  from  an  open  win¬ 
dow  of  the  middle  flory  of  the  Cufiom-houfe ,  near  to  the 
place  where  the  centry  box  was  placed ,  and  being  but 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  window,  he  heard  the  people 
from  within  fpeak  and  laugh,  and  foon  after  lie  faw 
the  cafement  lowered  down  ;  after  which  the  deponent 
pffifted  others  in  carrying  off  one  of  the  corps. 

his 

GEORGE  V.  q  COSTER. 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

George  Cojler  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Jufl.  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Mill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  68.) 

igAMUEL  Drowne  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  tefti- 
fieth  and  faith,  that  about  nine  of  the  clock  of  the 
1  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  Handing 
.at  his  own  door  in  Cornhill,  faw  about  fourteen  o*r 

fifteen 


fifteen  foldiers  of  the  20  th  regiment,  who  came  froin 
Murray’s  barrack,  fome  of  whom  were  armed  with 
nuked  cutlaffts ,  fii words,  cr  bayonets,  others  'with  clubs , 
fire  /hovels,  cr  tongs,  and  came  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  then  fiandipig  or  walking  in  Corn  hill,  and 
abujed  feme ,  and  violently  c (faulted  others  as  they 
met  them,  mofh  of  whom  were  without  fo  much  as  a 
flick  in  their  hands  to  defend  themf elves ,  as  the  depo- 


by  the  way  of 
Cornhiil,  Crooked-lane,  and  Royal  Exchange-lane 
into  King-ftreet,  and  there  followed  them,  and  foon 
b hoovered  them  to  be  quarrelling  and  fighting  with 
the  people  whom  they  faw  there,  which  the  deponent 
thinks  were  not  more  than  a  dozen  when  the  foldiers 
came  there  firft,  armed  as  aforefaid  •,  of  thofe  dozen 
people  the  mo  ft  oft  them  were  gentlemen ,  /landing  to¬ 
gether  a  little  below  the  town-kouje  upon  the  Exchange. 
At  the  appearance  of  thofe  foldiers  fo  armed,  the 
more  of  the  twelve  perfons  went  off,  fome  of  them 
being*  firft  a  faulted ;  after  which  the  laid  foldiers 
were  obferved  by  the  deponent  to  go  towards  the 
main-guard,  from  whence  were  at  the  fame  time 
iffuing  and  coming  into  King-ftreet  five  foldiers  of 
laid  guard  and  a  corporal  armed  with  firelocks,  who 
called  out  to  the  fore-mentioned  foldiers  armed  with 
cutlaffes,  &c.  and  laid  to  them,  Go  away ;  on  which 
they  ciifberfed  and  went  out  of  King-ftreet,  fome  one 
way  and  fome  another.  By  this  time  were  collected 
together  in  King-ftreet  about  two  hundred  people,  and 
then  the  deponent  flood  upon  the  fteps  or  the  Ex¬ 
change  tavern,  being  the  next  houfe  to,  the  Cuftom-j 
houfe,  and  foon  after  law  Captain  Prefion,  whom  he 
well  knew,  with  a  number  of  foldiers  armed  with 

■firelocks ,  drawn  up  near  the  weft-corner  of  +Ue* 

tor 
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Cuftom-houfe ;  and  at  that  infant  the  deponent 
thinks  fo  great  a  part  of  the  people  were  difperfed 
at  the  fight  of  the  armed  foldiers,  as  that  net  more 
than  twenty  or  thirty  remained  in  King-fir  cet  * ;  thofe 
who  did  remain  being  mofily  fallows,  and  other  per- 
fons  meanly  dreft,  called  out  to  the  armed  foldiers, 
and  dared  them  to  fire  •,  upon  which  the  deponent 
heard  Captain  Prejion  fay  to  the  foldiers ,  Damn  your 
bloods ,  why  don't  you  fire  ?  the  foldiers  not  regarding 
thofe  words  of  their  captain,  he  immediately  faid. 
Fire  ;  upon  which  they  fired  irregularly,  pointing 
their  guns  varioufly  in  a  part  of  a  circle  as  they  ftood. 
During  the  time  of  the  foldiers  firing,  the  deponent 
faw  the  flajhes  of  two  guns  fired  from  the  Ciftom-houfiey 
one  of  which  was  out  of  a  window  of  the  chamber 
weftward  of  the  balcony ,  and  the  other  from  the  bal¬ 
cony  ;  the  gun  which  he  clearly  difeerned  being  pointed 
through  the  ballifiers ,  and  the  perfon  who  held  the  gun 
in  a  ft o oping  p of  ure,  withdrew  himf elf  into  the  koufey 
having  a  handkerchief  or  fo?ne  kind  of  cloth  over  his 
face.  After  this  the  deponent  afiilted  in  carrying  off 
the  dead  and  wounded,  as  loon  as  the  foldiers  would 
permit  the  people  fo  to  do,  for  at  firfi:  they  were 
^ruel  enough  to  obftrud  the  carrying  them  off. 

I  % 

SAMUEL  DROWNE. 


*  Mr.  Drowne  fays,  there  were  collected  together  in  King- 
£reet  about  t\yo  hundred  perfons,  and  that  at  the  fight  of  the 
armed  foldiers  they  fo  far  difperfed,  as  that  not  more  than  twenty 
or  thirty  remained  in  King-ftreet. 

This  ciFCumltance  accounts  for  the  diverfity  in  fome  of  the 
depofitions,  with  regard  to  the  number  of  perfons  in  King-ftreet 
about  that  time;  fuch  depofitions  probably  referring  to  diffeicnt 

moments. - Moments,  becaufe  the  whole  difturbance  in  King- 

ftreet,  from  its  beginning  to  the  firing,  continued  but  a  (haft 
fpace  of  time. 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

"The  before-named  Samuel  Drowne  perfonally 
appearing ,  and  being  carfully  examined,  and 
duly  cautioned  to  tejlify  the  whole  truth, 
maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depo- 
fition  by  him  fubfcribed,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 

(No.  69.) 

T  Robert  Patcerfon  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
A  that  on  Monday  night  the  5th  current,  being  at 
Captain  M ‘Neill’s  at  the  North  End,  heard  the  bells 
ring  and  fire  cried.  I  immediately  ran  till  I  got 
into  Royal  Exchange-lane,  it  being  about  a  quarter 
after  nine  o’clock.  I  faw  a  number  of  people  in  the 
lane ;  I  alked  what  was  the  matter,  they  told  me, 
that  the  foldiers  were  going  to  kill  all  the  inhabitants.' 
I  immediately  went  through  the  lane,  and  ftood  in 
the  middle  of  King-ftreet  about  ten  or  eleven  minutes 
(the  centinel  then  (landing  leaning  againft  his  box) 
when  I  faw  an  officer  with  feven  or  eip-ht  foldiers 
coming  from  the  main-guard,  clearing  the  way  with 
their  guns  or  bayonets,  go  below  the  centinel  box, 
and  turn  up  and  place  themfelves  around  it,  facing 
the  people  ftandingoppofite  Royal  Exchange-lane  -1 
when  I  faw  a  man  with  a  light-coloured  furtout  at 
the  Cuff  om- he  life  door ,  the  door  being  wide  open ,  there 
ft  an  ding  with  his  fhoulder  againft  the  fide  ;  then  1 
heard  the  officer  order  the  foldiers  to  load ,  which  they 

did  v 
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did ;  after  that  I  heard  the  people  fay,  Damn  you, 
why  don’t  you  fire.  In  about  a  minute  after,  I  heard 
the  word  fire  (but  from  whom  I  cannot  lay)  which 
the  foldiers  did .  Looking  round  I  faw  three  men  lay 
dead  cti  the  finow  \  the  finow  being  at  that  time  near  a 
foot  deep .  Immediately  they  loaded  again.  The 
people  then  gave  three  cheers,  and  cried  out,  Let’s 
go  in  upon  them  and  prevent  their  firing  again  ;  upon, 
which  they  put  on  their  hats  and  advanced  towards 
them  :  my  hand  being  raifed  to  put  on  my  hat,  ftill 
advancing  towards  the  foldiers,  the  centinel  up  with 
his  gun  and  fired ,  the  balls  going  through  my  lower 
right  arm ,  my  hand  immediately  falling ,  and  finding 
myfelt  wounded,  made  the  belt  of  my  way  home 
with  help.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

his 

5 "eft.  Elifha  Story.  ROBERT  x  PATTERSON* 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  Iff  Bolton,  March  20,  1770. 

Robert  Patter  fen  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
t  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

t  m 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

Jo  hn  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  70.) 


C 


CATO,  a  negro  man,  fervant  to  Tuthil  Hubbait, 
Efcp  being  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  of  March  current,  on 

0^2  his 
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his  hearing  the  cry  of  lire,  he  ran  into  King-ftreet* 
where  he  law  a  number  of  people  aflembled  before 
the  Cuftom-houfe  ;  that  he  flood  near  the  centry-box 
and  law  the  foldiers  fire  on  the  people,  who  flood  in 
the  middle  of  laid  flreet  *,  diredlly  after  which  he  faw 
two  flafhes  of  guns,  one  quick  upon  the  other,  from 
the  chamber-window  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  ;  and  that 
after  the  firing  was  all  over,  while  the  people  were 
carrying  away  the  dead  and  wounded,  he  faw  the 
Cuftom-houfe  doer  opened ,  and  fever al  foldiers  ( one 
of  whom  had  a  cutlafs )  go  into  the  Cuftom-houfe  and 
(hut  the  door  after  them  ;  that  before  the  foldiers- 
fired,  he  heard  a  voice,  faying,  Damn  you ,  why 
don't  you  fire  ?  but  did  not  fee  who  it  was. 

his 

Teft.  John  Edwards.  CATO  (c. 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  ffi  Boftcn,'  March  16,  17'/ o, 

The  above-named  Cato ,  after  careful  examina¬ 
tion ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above V 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re^ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Rr.  D  ana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 

(No.  71.)' 

T^Aniel  Uftser  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fay.?, 
^  that  coming  into  King-ftreet  about  half  after 
nine  o’clock  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  current,  he 

faw 
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t 

law  feveral  perfons,  moftly  young  folks,  gathered 
between  the  Town-houfe  and  coffee-houfe,  fome  of 
whom  were  talking  to  the  centinel  at  the  Commif- 
fioners  or  Cuftom-houfe ;  after  fome  time  the  boys, 
at  a  diftance,  began  to  throw  light  fnow-balls  at  hiid, 
which  he  feemed  much  enraged  at,  and  went  on  to 
the  Cuftom-houfe  fteps,  where  he  appeared  to  have 
charged  his  gun,  giving  it  a  heavy  ftamp  upon  the 
door-ftep,  as  if  to  force  down  the  lead,  and  then 
fwore  to  the  boys,  if  they  came  near  him  he  would 
blow  their  brains  out .  About  ten  minutes  after  this, 
the  deponent  faw  Captain  Prejlon  leading  j even  or 
eight  men  from  towards  the  Town-houfe ,  and  placed 
them  between  the  Cujlom-houfe  door  and  the  ccntineU 
box .  About  four  or  five  minutes  after  they  were 
pofted,  the  fnow-balls  now  and  then  coming  towards 
the  foldiers,  the  Captain  commanded  them  to  fire ; 
upon  this  one  gun  quickly  went  off,  and  afterwards 
he  faid ,  fire  by  all  means  !  others  fucceeding,  and 
the  deponent  being  utterly  unarmed,  to  avoid  fur¬ 
ther  danger,  went  up  round  the  Town-houfe  till  the  fray 
was  over.  And  further  faith  not. 

DANIEL  USHER. 


Suffolk,  ff.  March  16,  1770. 

The  above-named  Daniel  Ufher  perfonally  ap¬ 
pearing ,  and  being  carefully  examined 9  and 
duly  cautioned  to  teftify  the  whole  truths 
maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depo - 
fit  ion  by  him  fubfcribed ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 

(No.  72.) 
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|  Robert  Goddard  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare; 


that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftant,  between 
the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  being  at  tnj 
houfe  at  Wheeler’s  Point,  I  heard  the  cry  of  fire  *,  I 
ran  out,  and  came  through  Long-lane  '  into  King- 
ftreet,  right  up  to  the  north-weft  fide  of  the  Town- 
houfe :  when  I  got  there,  I  law  a  number  of  gentle¬ 
men  Handing  and  talking,  and  heard  them  fay,  that 
there  was  a  man  ftabbed  through  the  arm,  and  that 
it  was  very  hard  that  the  people  could  not  pafs  the 
ftreets  without  being  ftabbed.  Immediately  after,  I 
heard  fome  people  cry  out  for  affiftance.  I  then  went 
down  into  King-ftreet,  and  in  going  down  overtook 
an  officer  (as  I  thought)  with  eight  or  nine  foldiers 
with  bayonets  charged  breaft  high,  the  officer  holding 
a  naked  cutlafs  in  bis  hand ,  [winging  and  calling,  ft  and 
cut  of  the  way.  and  the  foldiers  curfing  and  damning, 
and  pujhing  their  bayonets  to  clear  the  way*  They 
went  down  to  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and  placed 
themfelves  juft  above  the  centinel  box ;  the  officer  then 
ordered  the  foldiers  to  place  themfelves,  which  they 
did,  in  a  half  circle  with  that  the  boys  came  up  near 
to  the  foldiers  (Handing  as  before) :  the  officer  then 
faid.  Boys,  go  off,  left  there  be  fome  murder  done ; 
with  that  the  boys  removed  back  a  little  diftance; 
throwing  fnow-balls,  the  foldiers  pujhing  them  with 
their  bayonets,  faying.  Damn  you,  ft  and  off ;  with  that 
the  boys  went  forward  again,  and  a  man  with  a  naked 
cutlafs  in  his  hand,  who  appeared  to  be  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  (as  before)  gave  the  word  fire,  immediately 
a  gun  going  off  upon  the  left  of  me  *,  1  faw  a  man  like 
a  failor  go  up  to  the  commander,  and  ftrike  him  upon 
the  left  arm;  immediately  he  the  laid  officer  faid+ 


Think 
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Think  I’ll  be  ufed  in  this  manner;  damn  you ,  fire, 
-which  they  did. ,  one  after  another.  After  they  had 
all  hied,  he  01  dei ed  them  to  prime  and  load  again ; 
after  that  he  ordered  his  men  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftreet,  and  told.  them,  to  clear  their  way  with  their 
bayonets  breaft  high  ;  with  that,  looking  round,  I  faw 
four  men  lay  dead  on  the  lnow,  the  fnow  being  at  that 
time  neat  a  foot  deep-,  then  I  went  and  helped  themolat- 
to  man  who  was  fhot  into  Mr.  Stone’s  houfe.  After 
we  got  him  in  there,  I  faw  him  give  one  gafp  ;  I  then 
opened  his  bread,  and  faw  two  holes,  one  in  each 
bread,  wncre  the  balls  had  entered  ;  after  that  went 
to  the  door,  and  looked,  and  law  the  foldiers  ftandino- 
tn  the  middle  of  the  dreet,  anti  law  two  °-entlemen 
talking  with  the  officers  and  foldiers.  Prefently  after 
vvent  to  fee  the  molatto  again  ;  and  returned  back  into 
the  dreet,  faw  all  the  foldiers  at  the  main-guard  houfe 

out,  with  their  bayonets  charged  breaft  high  ;  with  that 
going  home  through  Quaker-lane  into  Lona-lane’ 
about  the  middle  or  the  lane  faw  two  foldiers,  who 
told  me  to  ft  and out  of  the  way ,  or  elfe  they  would  ftab 
me.  I  immediately  got  out  of  the  way,  and  made 
the  bed  of  my  way  home.  And  further  fay,  that  the 
grand  jury  defired  me  to  go  and  fee  whether  I  dtould 
know  the  officer  again  ;  one  of  them  going  with  me 
I  went  up,  and  when  I  came  to  the  gaol,  Ifawfeveral 
people  in  the  room  with  him.  The  gentleman  of  the 
grand  jury  (who  went  up  with  me)  afked  me  which 
was  tne  man,  I  told  him  that  that  gentleman  (pointing 
to  Captain  Prcfton)  looked  very  much  like  the  man° 
and  I  venly- believed  he  was  the  man  that  ordered  the 
foldiers  to  fire.  Don’t  you  fay  fo,  fays  he;  yes,  Sir, 

,  J.aicl  T;  y°u  lo;)k  very  much  like  the  man.  If  you  fav 
y  ’  faid  he,  clapping  his  hands,  I  am  ruined  and  un- 
done.  And  .urther  fay,  that  at  the  time  of  firing, 

there 
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there  was  but  about  fifty  or  fixty  perfons ,  mofily  boy$y 
in  King-flreet. 

ROBERT  GODDARD. 

Suffolk,  ff  Rofton,  March  22,  1770. 

Robert  Goddard  afore-named ,  after  due  ex- 
aminationy  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
aforcfaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  th$ 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  the  Peace, 


(No.  73.) 

I  John  Hickling  being  of  lawful  age  teHify  and  fay, 
that  on  Monday  the  5th  day  of  March  1770,  re¬ 
turning  from  New  Bofton  in  the  evening  between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  I  heard  a  noife  and  the 
cry  of  fire  in  King-ftreet,  and  inquiring  the  caufe,  was 
informed  the  foldiers  intended  to  fire  on  the  inhabitants ; 
immediately  proceeding  to  the  place,  I  faw  eight  or 
nine  foldiers  with  fixed  bayonets  charged  breaft  high. 
Handing  in  a  circular  manner  at  the  corner  of  the 
Cuftonvhoufe,  and  an  officer  Handing  before  them  at 
the  end  of  the  bayonets,  between  the  foldiers  and  the 
inhabitants  :  I faw  but  a  few  fcattering  people ,  fuppofed 
to  be  about  thirty  in  the  ftreet  before  them  at  that  time , 
and  therefore  was  at  a  lofs  for  the  reafon  or  fuch  an 
appearance  *,  going  to  the  officer  I  found  a  young  man 
named  Blifs  talking  with  him,  I  inquired  his  name  of 
Blifs,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  Prefion.  At  that 

inltant  Mr.  Richard  Palmes  came  up  and  afked  the 

officer* 
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officer,  if  he  intended  to  fire  upon  the  people  ?  he 
anfwered,  by  no  means  ;  Palmes  affced  if  the  guns 
were  loaded  ?  Prefton  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
Palms  further  affced,  with  powder  and  ball  ?  Prefton 
anfwered  they  were.  7'he  foldiers  during  this  conver- 
fation  affirmed  different  poftures,  flowing  their  bayonets 
frequently  at  the  people,  one  in  particular  pujhivg  againft 
my  fide,  /wore  he  would  ran  me  through  \  I  laid  hold  of 
his  bayonet  and  told  him,  that  nobody  was  going  to 
meddle  with  them.  Not  more  than  ten  feconds  alter 
this,  I  faw  fomething  white  refembling  a  piece  ol 
fnow  or  ice  fall  amonn  the  foldiers,  which  knocked 
the  end  of  a  firelock  to  the  ground  •,  at  that 
infant  the  word  fire  was  given,  but  by  whom  I 
know  not  •,  but  concluded  it  did  not  come  from 
the  officer  aforefaid,  as  I  was  within  a  yard  of  him, 
and  muft  have  heard  him  had  he  fpoke  it  ;  but 
am  fatisfied  faid  Prcfion  did  not  forbid  them  to  fire ;  I 
inftantly*  leaped  within  the  foldief  s  bayonet  as  I  heard 
him  cock  his  gun,  which  that  moment  went  off  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Palmes  and  myfelf.  I  thinking  there  was 
nothing  but  powder  fired,  ftood  flill,  till  upon  the 
other  fide  of  Mr.  Palmes,  and  clofe  to  him,  I  faw 
another  gun  fired ,  and  the  man  fince  called  Attucks 
fall.  I  then  withdrew  about  two  or  three  yards,  and 
turning  faw  Mr.  Palmes  upon  his  knee,  and  the  foldiers 
pufhing  at  him  with  their  bayonets  :  during  this  the 
reft  of  the  guns  were  fired,  one  after  another,  when  I 
faw  two  more  fall ;  I  ran  to  one,  and  feeing  the  blood 
gufn  out  of  his  head,  tho5  juft  expiring,  I  felt  for  the 
wound,  and  found  a  hole  as  big  as  my  hand  •,  this  i 
have  fince  learned  was  Mr.  Gray.  I  then  went  to 
Attucks,  and  found  him  gafping,  pulled  his  head  out 
of  the  gutter  and  left  him  ;  I  returned  to  the  foldiers 
and  afked  them,  what  they  thought  of  themfelves, 
and  whether  they  did  not  deferve  to  be  cut  to  pieces, 
to  lay  men  wallowing  in  their  blood  in  fuch  a  manner  ? 

R  they 
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they  anfwered ,  God  damn  them ,  fhould  have  flood 
cut  of  our  way .  1  he  foldiers  were  then  loading  their 

mufkets,  and  told  me  upon  my  peril  not  to  come  any 
nearer  to  them.  J  further  declare ,  //&#/  I  heard  no 
ether  affront  given  them  than  the  huzzaiug  andwhifl- 
ling  of  boys  in  the  ftreet . 

JOHIN  HIKLING. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

‘The  above  named  John  Hickling  perfonally  ap¬ 
pearings  and  being  carefully  examined  and 
duly  cautioned  to  teflify  the  whole  truths 
maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depo - 
Jition  by  him  fubferibed,,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  74.) 

IObadiah  Whifton  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inftant,  being  at  a 
houfe  in  Pond-lane,  on  hearing  the  bells  ring,  ran 
towards  King-ftreet,  and  in  going  I  met  a  perfon  who 
faid  there  is  no  fire,  but  the  foldiers  are  fighting  with 
the  inhabitants .  I  went  down  the  north  fide  of  the 
Town-houfe  into  King-ftreet,  and  there  was  only  a 
few  jeattering  people  in  faid  flreet  \  I  came  up  to  the 
Brazen-head  in  Cornhill,  and  faw  a  barber’s  boy,  who 
told  me  he  had  been  ftruck  by  the  foldiers  ;  then  I  went 
to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Town-houfe*  and  flood  near 

the 
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the  main-guard,  where  a  confiderable  number  of  per- 
fons  flood  :  Captain  P  reft  on  Handing  by  the  guard¬ 
house  door,  faid,  Damn  you,  turn  out  guard,  which 
they  obeyed,  and  then  took  off  feven  or  eight  foldiers 
from  the  right,  and  went  down  King-ftreet,  where  I, 
with  the  chief  of  the  people  followed  •,  and  in  going 
down,  the  foldiers  puffed  me,  and  faid,  Stand  out  of 
the  way :  I  followed  them  (to  fee  where  they  were 
going)  as  far  as  the  Cuftom-houfe,  where  faid  Prefton 
drew  them  up ;  and  lbme  boys  being  in  the  ilreet, 
huzzaed  ;  a  few  minutes  after,  as  I  flood  there,  I  faw 
one  gun  go  off,  and  feveral  more  were  fired  diredlly 
after ;  the  people  near  me  faid,  there  were  lome  per- 
fons  killed  ;  after  which  I  faw  one  man  dead. 

OBADIAPI  WHISTON. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 


Obadiah  Whifton  above  named,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Jufticeof  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Jufticeof  the  Peace. 


(No.  75.) 

QEorge  Robert  Twelves  Hewes  of  lawful  amt 
teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  the  lafl  night,  about 
one  o’clock,  as  he  was  returning. alone  from  his  houfe 
to  the  Town-houfe,  he  met  ferjeant  Chambers  of  t  he 
29th,  with  eight  or  nine  foldiers,  all  voilh  very  lar  e 

R  2  clubs 
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clubs  and  cutlaffes ,  when  Dodfon,  a  fcldier,  fpoke  to 
him,  and  alked  him  how  he  fared,  he  tola  him  very 
badly,  to  fee  his  townfmen  foot  in  fuch  a  manner  -, 
and  afked  him  if  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  dreadful 
thine  ?  faid,  Dodfon  j wore  by  God  it  was  a  fine  thing, 
and  faid ,  you  Jball  fee  mere  of  it.  And  on  perceiving 
I  had  a  cane,  he  informed  ferjeant  Chambers  or  it, 
who  lazed  and  forced  it  from  me,  faying,  I  had  no 
rio-ht  to  carry  it.  I  told  him,  I  had  as  goo.,  a  rig 
to  carry  a  cane  as  they  had  to  carry  clubs  ;  but  they 
hurried  off  with  it  into  the  main-guard. 

GEORGE  ROBERT  TWELVES  HEWES. 

March  6,  1770. 

The  deponent  further  adds,  vthat  juft  before  die 
foldiers  came  from  the  main-guard  to  the  Cultom- 
houfe,  there  were  about  15  or  16  little  boys  near  dw 
centry,  who  was  ftanding  on  the  fteps  of  the  Cunom- 
houfe  •  and  be  faw  a  young  men  of  a  miduling  fiatuu 
with  a  grey  coat  and  port  curled  hair,  prefs  by  the  a  ■ 
towards  the  im  »/  *  Ctfrtt-tmfe.  md 
iter,  up  on  which  Jim  pnfn  ame  wiatpw.dS  atr 
and  he  went  in,  and  flout  the  door  immediately  aj  ta  k 
Jnd  at  the  fame  time,  the  fnow  was  near  a  foo.  d.ep 
King-fir  eet. 

GEORGE  ROBERT  TWELVES  HEWES. 

t 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  177°- 

Geortre  Robert  Twelves  Hewes  above-named,  j 
after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  tree  tru  < 
cf  the  aforefaid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetua 


the  remembrance  of  the  thing 


Before 
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Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juftice  cf  Peace,  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  J uit .  Jdeace. 


(No.  76.) 

t  Thomas  Jackfon  junior  do  teftify  and  declaie, 

^  that  on  Monday  the  5th  initant  in  the  evening, 
being  in  company,  I  heard  (as  near  as  I  can  recollect) 
between  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  a  drum  beat  to  arms*, 

I  immediately  told  the  gentleman  (with  whom  I  was 
then  engaged)  I  imagined  there  was  fome  diftui banco 
between  the  inhabitants  and  the  foldiery  *,  he  replied, 
Foh,  I  believe  it  is  nothing,  but  boys;,  I  told  him  I 
was  afraid  there  was  iomeching  more  in  it  than  that, 
and  defired  him  (as  the  drum  approached  us)  to  look 
cut  of  the  window  to  fee  whether  they  were  foldiers 
or  not*,  he  immediatly  opened  the.  window,  and 
told  me  they  were  foldiers.  Upon  this  information, 

I  immediately  put  on  my  hat  and  went  out.  I  had 
not  gone’ many  paces  before  I  met  a  man,  or  whom 
I  enquired  the  reafon  of  the  drum  beating  ?  He  told 
jnc,  there  were  lix  men  killed  in  King-itreet  by  the 
military  :  I  immediately  haftened  on  in  my  way  to 
King-itreet,  and  met  another  perfon  by  Concert-hall, 
of  whom  I  likewife  enquired  as  aforefaid  •,  his  an- 
fwer  to  me  correfponded  with  the  other.  vVhen  I  got 
into  King-ftreet,  I  found  a  great  number  of  people 
there  aflembled  *,  and  intended  going  into  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  to  find  out  the  particulars  of  the  affair ;  upon 
my  knocking  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door  with  the 
knocker,  Mr.  Hammond  Green  (who  was  then  look¬ 
ing  out  of  the  window)  afked  me,  who  was  there  ? 
I  called  him  by  name,  and  told  him  I  wanted  to  come 
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into  the  Cuftom-houfe.  He  told  me  he  would  rot  le> 
me  nor  even  Ms  father  (and  I  think  he  faid)'  nor  one 
cj  toe  commiffioners,  into  the  houfe ,  for  he  had  orders 
for  Jo  doing,  or  to  that  effedb.  I  immediately  quitted 
the  door,  and  lbaid  fome  time  at  the  bottom,  and  then 

,  ieJlcac|  ot  thc  Town-houfe,  where  I  met  Capt. 
Jo. in  l< Ionian  ;  while  we  were  converfing,  a  party 
o  tie  29th  legiment  came  down  Queen-ftreet,  and 
joined  the  regiment  then  at  the  Town-houfe.  Soon 
after  that,  I  alked  Capt.  Riordan  if  he  would  fpend 
an  hour  at  the  coffee-houfe >  he  complied,  and  wc 
immediately  went.  After  fpending  fome  time  there, 

,  ,went  home  ;  and  in  going  home,  I  found  the  inha¬ 
bitants  were  gone  off,  and  the  foldiers  gone  from 
the  I  own-houie.  It  was  fome  time  before  I  came 
into  King  frreet,  that  the  guns  were  fired,  and  when 
I  knocked  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  all  the  perlons  I 
law  at  die  window  over  the  centry-box  at  theCuftom- 
houle  (which  window  was  then  opened)  was  Mr. 
Hammond  Green  and  fome  women. 


THO.  JACKSON  jun. 

Suffolk,  fi.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

Thomas  Jackfon  junior ,  above  named ,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 

Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


Vi 


(No.  77.) 


(No.  77.) 


J  John  Riordan  of  lawful  age  certify,  t|lat 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  inltanc,  between  10 -md 
"  °’clock’  I  was  at  the  British  coffee- houP  and 
heard  Mr.  mils,  the  Mailer  of  the  Rofe  man  of  war 
Jay  that  he  had  done  more  than  ever  he  aid  in  his  life 
pointing  to  his  hat,  out  of  which  he  had  pulled  the 
cockade,  and  continued,  that  all  the  boats  were  h  tiled 
out,  the  barge  particularly,  which  had  not  been  before 
for  four  months.  Said  mailer  had  at  the  fame  time 
fomething  that  appeared  like  arms  under  his  cou 
vvhich  he  faid  were  good  rtuff-that  he  knew  of  ill 
before  (meamng  as  I  thought  the  malLcre  of  char 
evening;  and  had  fent  one  boat  after  another  on  Ih're 

for  orders,  but  having  no  return,  had  come  him  e  f  in 
in  the  barge .  J  1  h 

.  JOHN  RIORDAN. 


Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  20,  j 770 

John  Riordan  above-named,  after  due  examina- 
tion  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 


Before 


John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  78.) 

■ABn«  mIi1JUicl<crn’ vf f  lllivr“l  asc 

‘  ’  1  J*01'*  Vlbj”.  quarter-mailer  of  the 

29th 


29th  regiment,  about  ren  o’clock  A.  M.  the  eighth 
inftant:,  laid,  the  troubles  here  wire  nothing  to  what 
they  would  be  in  fix  months .  Being  efked  why  he 
thought  lb,  replied,  "This  affair  will  get  home ,  and  the 
people  here  will  be  difarmed  as  they  are  in  Ireland. 

ABRAHAM  TUCKERMAN. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

* 

Abraham  Tuckerman  above-named,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
afore-written  off  davit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  79.)  I 

CPencer  Walker  of  Bofton,  taylor,  of  lawful  rge 
13  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth 
inftant  (being  a  bright  moon-light  evening)  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  maffacre  in  King-ftreet,  he  was  pats- 
ing  alone,  by  Murray’s  barrack,  and  was  attacked  by  a 
man  of  middle  height  and  pretty  lufty,  a  rough 
countenance  and  hair  curled  round  his  head,  whom 
he  took  to  be  an  officer  in  difguife,  that  the  faid 
officer  rufhed  cut  of  the  gale  from  behind  two 
J'oldiers  with  a  drawn  f word  in  his  hand,  and  feiz'-'d 
the  deponent  firft  by  the  collar,  and  afked  him 
why  he  carried  a  ftick,  to  which  the  deponent  an* 
fwered,  it  was  all  he  had  to  defend  himfelf  with ;  the 
officer  then  feized  his  ftick  and  fwore  he  would  take 

it  from  him  ;  the  deponent  faid  he  ffiould  not ;  the 

officer 
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officer  then  pulled  the  Hick  three  times  and  drew 
back  his  (word  as  though  he  would  make  a  pafs  at 
him;  upon  which  the  deponent  let  go  the  flick  and 
turned  back,  and  faw  at  the  front  door  of  the  houfe 
Another  officer  talking  with  a  woman  ;  the  deponent 
afked  the  officer  if  he  kept  foldiers  there  to  difarm 
people  as  they  went  about  their  proper  bufinefs ;  upon 
which  the  officer  laughed  at  him  ;  the  deponent  then 
told  the  officer  that  he  would  think  it  very  hard  if 
any  inhabitant  had  taken  a  gun  from  a  foldier  as  he 
was  going  to  relieve  a  centry ;  the  officer  again 
laughed  at  him;  upon  which  a  foldier  came  up  and 
Jlruck  the  deponent  on  the  hip  -with  the  breech  end  of  his 
gun  in  the  prefence  of  the  officer  at  the  door ,  and  then 
the  deponent  retired.  The  deponent  further  fays, 
that  the  next  day  he  faw  the  fame  perfon  who  took  the 
flick  f  rom  him  ( knowing  him  to  be  t  he  fame )  in  the  drefs 
of  a  cbmmtffion- officer  of  the  29th  regiment. 

'  SPENCER  WALKER. 

Suffolk,  ft.  Bofton,  March  20,  1 770. 

Spencer  Walker  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace, 


S 
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(No.  Bo.) 

JOnathan  Mafon  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March  1770* 
about  io  o’clock,  being  in  King-ftreet,  Bofton, 
(landing  near  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  governor^  he 
heard  him  fay  to  an  officer  at  the  head  of  the  King’s 
troops,  who  it  was  faid  was  Captain  Prefion ,  Sir, 
you  are  fenlible  you  had  no  right  to  fire ,  unlefs  you 
had  orders  from  a  magiftrate  ;  to  which  Captain 
Prefton  replied,  Sir,  we  wrere  infulted,  or  words  to 
that  purpofe  i  upon  which  Captain  Prefton  defired 
his  Honor  to  go  with  him  to  the  guard-houfe,  which 
his  Honor  declined,  and  repaired  to  the  Council- 
chamber. 

JONA,  MASON, 

Suffo’k,  ff.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

Jonathan  Mafon  above-named,  after  due  exa* 
ruination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 
faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  reman* 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of 

the  Quorum. 

John  Hill^  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  81.) 

|  Ifiac  Pierce  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and 
fay,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,* 
hewing  the  bells  ring,  and  that  the  main  guard  had 

fired 

1 
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fired  on  the  inhabitants,  repaired  to  King-Hreet,  and 
found  the  29th  regiment  drawn  up  between  the  State- 
houle  and  main  guard-houfe,  and  facing  down  the 
faid  ftreet  towards  the  inhabitants,  and  feeing  his 
Honor  the  Commander  in  Chief  appear,  I  went  with 
him  towards  the  foldiers,  the  front  rank  having  their 
firelocks  prefented  with  bayonets  fixt;  when  we 
came  near,  I  fpoke  to  Captain  Prefton,  then  on  the 
right,  telling  him  there  was  his  Honor  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief ;  Captain  Prefton  faid,  where  ;  I  faid 
(pointing  to  his  Plonor)  tbere>  and  you  are  prefenting 
your  firelocks  at  him  ;  on  which  his  Honor  went 
round  on  the  right  flank,  and  coming  to  Captain 
Prefton,  faid,  Sir,  ^re  you  the  commanding  officer? 
who  anfwered,  yes,  Sir  •,  his  Honor  then  laid,  Dj  you 
know,  Sir,  you  have  no  power  to  fire  on  any  body  of 
people  collected  together,  except  you  have  a  civil 
magiftrate  with  you  to  give  orders  ?  Captain  Prefton 
anfwered,  I  was  obliged  to ,  to  fave  my  cenlry  ;  on  which 
1  immediately  faid,  then  you  have  murdered  three  or 
four  men  to  fave  your  centry, 

ISAAC  PIERCE. 

Suffolk,  Rofton,  March  21,  1770. 

Ifaac  Pierce  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion ?,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforcfaid 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 

# 
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(No.  82.) 

|  Ebenc-zer  Dorr  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 

-  that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inftant,  hearing  the 
bells  ring  in  the  center  of  the  town,  I  came  down  to 
the  Town-houfe,  and  faw  the  23th  regiment  under 
arms,  between  the  Town-houfe'  and  main-guard, 
their  lines  extending  acrofs  the  ftreet  and  facing  down 
Xing-ftreet,  where  the  town’s  people  were  affembled, 
and  that  the  firft  rank  was  kneeling  down ,  and  the 
whole  of  the  firfi  platoon  was  prefented ,  ready  for  firing 
on  the  word  being  given ,  and  continued  a  confiderable 
time  in  that  poflure ;  but  by  the  providence  of  God 
they  were  reltrained  from  firing. 

EBENEZER  DORR. 

Suffolk,  if.  Eoflon,  March  21,  1770. 

I 

Ebenezer  Dorr  above-named^  after  due  exami- 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavits  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  tjpe  thing. 

Befpre  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  qf  the  Peace  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 


(No,  83,) 

T  Edward  Crafts  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
*  that  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  between 
li  and  12  o’clock,  Mr.  Jofeph  Ayers  met  me  at  my 
and  I  afked  hiip  yhere  he  was  going  ;  he  an- 
'  ’  .  ‘  fwered, 
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fwered,  to  call  Mr,  Thomas  Theodore  Biifs  ro  attend 
at  the  Council-chamber,  to  give  evidence  of  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  giving  the  foldiers  orders  to  fire  on  the  inha- 
bitants.  On  leaving  Mr.  Blifs’s  door,  there  puffed  by 
us  two  corporals  with  about  twenty  foldiers  with  muf- 
quets  and  fixed  bayonets,  and  on  their  obferving  our 
moving  towards  the  Town-houfe,  the  foldiers  halted, 
and  furrounded  us,  faying,  we  were  a  pack  of  damned 
rafcals ,  and  fcr  three  coppers  they  would  blow  our  brains 
out.  One  of  the  corporals  (viz.  Eujlice)  gave  orders  for 
one  half  the  foldiers  to  cock ,  and  the  reft  to  make  ready  ; 
on  which  we  told  them  we  had  nothing  to  fay  to 
them,  but  were  on  other  bufineis.  The  corporal , 
Eujlice ,  Jiruck  Mr.  Haldan ,  then  in  company ,  and 
turning  to  me  aimed  a  blow  at  my  head  with  his  firelock , 
which  I  took  upon  my  arm ,  and  then  with  all  his  might 
he  made  a  pafs  at  me  with  his  fixed  bayonet ,  with  full  in¬ 
tent  to  take  my  life ,  as  I  thought  ;  this  I  aljo  parried 
With  my  naked  hand  :  then  a  foldier  fiepped  cut  firo7n 
among  the  reft  and  prefented  his  mufyuet  to  my  breajl ,  and 
fix  or  feven  more  at  about  8  or  i  o  feet  d  fiance  alfo  pre- 
Jented.  Lpon  this  I  called  corporal  M^Can,  who 
came  to  me  with  a  drawn  fword  or  cutlafs  in  his 
hand,  and  pulhed  the  gun  from  my  bread,  faying. 
This  is  Mr.  Crafts,  and  il  any  of  you  offers  to  touch 
him  again  I  will  blow  your  brains  out.  Corporal 
Euftice  anfwered,  and  /aid,  fie  is  as  damned  a  rafeal  as 
any  of  them.  The  next  evening  about  dufk,  coming 
by  Rowe  s  barracK,  I  faw  corporal  McCan  who  faved. 
my  life.  He  afked  me  if  my  arm  was  broke  ;  I  an¬ 
fwered  no.  He  laid,  the  gun  with  which  Euftice  Jiruck 
me  was  hr  one  to  pieces  ;  and  continued ,  you  would  have 
been  in  heaven  or  hell  in  an  inftant  if  you  had  n  it  called 
me  by  name .  One  man  in  particular  would  hav  fioot  you , 
feven  more  prefented  at  you!  He  alfo  faid,  bis  orders 
%verCy  when  the  party  came  from  the  guar d-houfe  b\  the 

for - 
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fortification ,  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  ajfaulted  them,  to 
pro  upon  them ,  every  man  being  loaded  with  a  brace  of 
bails,  And  farther  /  fay  not „ 

'  EDWARD  CRAFTS, 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  7770, 

Edward  Crafts  above-named ,  after  exa¬ 
mination ,  oath  to  the  truth  cf  the  above- 

written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re* 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  juft,  of  the  Peace, 


(No.  84.) 


TOfeph  Allen  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  be-. 
J  tween  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  on  Monday  evening 
the  fifth  inftant,  being  at  the  dweliing-houfe  of  Mr. 
Winniet  at  New-Bofton,  was  there  informed  that  the 


town  was  alarmed  by  an  affray  between  the  foldiers 
and  inhabitants;  he  immediately  left  faid  houfe,  and 
after  arming  himfelf  with  a  flout  cudgel  at  Mr. 
Daniel  Rea’s,  pafled  by  Murray’s  barrack  near  Doc¬ 
tor  Cooper’s  meeting-houfe,  where  were  drawn  up  a 
party  of  foldiers  with  a  number  of  officers  in  front ; 
and  paffing  them  quietly  in  company  with  Edward 
Window  junior,  was  overtaken  by  a  party  of  armed 
foldiers,  one  of  whom  laid  hold  of  the  deponent’s 
neck  of  his  coat  and  fhirt,  and  tore  the  fhirt,  a  fe- 
cond  ftruck  him  over  the  fhoulders,  and  either  the 

latter  or  a  third  forcibly  wrefted  the  flick  from  him: 

Lieutenant 


.  A. 
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Lieutant  Minchin  interpofmg  prevented  farther  abufe, 
and  entered  into  converfation  with  the  deponent,  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  inhabitants  for  wrangling  with  the 
foldiers  on  the  moft  trifling  occafion.  The  deponent 
aflted  him*  if  he  thought  a  man  could  be  ina&ive, 
when  his  countrymen  were  butchered  in  the  ftreet  ? 
Lieutenant  Minchin  anlwered,  that  “  Mr.  Molli- 
neux  was  the  author  of  all  this after  the  con- 
verlation  ended,  or  was  nigh  ending,  Lieutenant 

Minchin  returned  the  deponent  his  flick,  And  further 
faith  not. 

JOSEPH  ALLEN. 
Suffolk,  AT.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

Jofeph  Alien  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  ?nade  oath  to  the  truth  oj  the  above* 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Jnft.  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace, 


(No.  85.) 

J  A  illiam  Fallafs  of  lawful  age  tcflify  and  lay,  that 
after  the  murder  was  committed  in  King-ilreec,  on 
the  evening  of  the  fifth  inftant,  upon  my  return  home 
i  had  occafion  to  flop  oppoflte  to  the  lane  leading  to 
Green  s  barrack,  and  while  I  flood  there  the  foldiers 
ruined  by  me  with  their  arms  towards  King-ftreet, 
laymg,  This  is  our  time  or  chance  ;  and  that  I  never 
aw  men  or  dogs  lo  greedy  for  their  prey  as  thefe  fol¬ 
diers 
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diers  Teemed  to  be,  and  the  ferjeants  could  hardly 
keep  them  in  their  ranks. 

WILLIAM  FALLASS. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

William  Falldfs,  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation  ^  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  alove- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

feefore  Ri.  D  ana.  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 

(No.  86.) 

MAry  Gardner,  living  in  Atkinfon-ftreet,  of  law¬ 
ful  age,  teftifies  and  Ays,  that  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  and  before  the 
guns  fired  in  King-ftreet,  there  were  a  number  of  fol- 
diers  affembled  from  Green’s  barrack  towards  the 
ftreec  and  oppofue  her  gate  that  they  flood  very  ftill 
until  the  guns  were  fired  in  King-ftreet,  then  they 
clapped  their  hands  and  gave  a  cheer,  faying,  This  is 
all  that  we  want  they  then  ran  to  their  barrack  and 
came  out  again  in  a  few  minutes,  all  with  their  arms, 
and  ran  towards  King-ftreet. 

MARY  GARDNER* 


Suffolk 


A 'l.'i  «*-««  ■  .  ■' 
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Suffolk,  IT.  Eoffon,  March  20,  1770. 

Mzry  Gardner  above-named ,  */}«•  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  wW?  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  ahve- 
'vritten  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
membranie  cf  the  th  n°. 

J  o 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Mill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  87  ) 

JOhn  Allman  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
after  the  party  with  the  drum  came  from  the  main 
^uard  to  Murray’s  barrack,  he  faw  the  lo’diers  there 
drawn  up  under  arms,  and  heard  the  officers ,  as  they 
walked  backwards  and  forwards,  fay.  Dam  /  it,  what 
ra  fine  fire  that  was  !  how  bravely  it  diverted  the 
‘.nob! 

JOHN  ALLMAN. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Rcfton,  March  16,  1770. 

jo.jYi  Al  man  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above - 
.  written  affi  davit,  taaen  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 

brance  oj  the  ihing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft  of  the  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 

T  (No. 
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(No.  88.) 

T  Benjamin  Church  jun.  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and 
1  fay,  that  being  requeued  by  Mr.  Robert  Pier- 
pont  the  Coroner,  to  a  (lift  in  examining  the  body  of 
Crifpns  Attacks,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  murdered 
by  me  fold i e rs  on  Monday  e-ening  the  5th  inftant,  I 
fotii'd  two  wounds  in  the  region  of  the  thorax,  the 
one  on  the  right  fide,  which  entered  througn  the  fe- 
cond  true  rib"  within  an  inch  and  an  halt  of  the  Iter- 
nutn,  dividing  the  rib  atid  iepararing  the  cartilagi¬ 
nous  ex  remity  from  tne  fternum  *,  the  ball  palled 
obliquely  downward  through  the  diaphragm,  and 
entering  through  the  large  lobe  of  the  liver  and  the 
gall-bladder,  thill  keeping  its  oblique  dire&ion,  di¬ 
vided  the  aorta  drlcendcns  juft  above  its  divifion  in¬ 
to  the  iliacs,  from  thence  it  made  its  exit  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  fpine  :  this  wound  1  apprehended  was 
the  immediate  caufe  of  his  death,  dh-  other  ball 
entered  the  fourth  of  the  falfe  ribs,  about  five  inches 
from  the  linea  alba,  and  defending  obliquely,  pair¬ 
ed  through  the  lecond  fa  lie  rib,  at  the  diftance  of 
ab'mc  eigut  inches  from  the  linea  alba  •,  from  the  ob¬ 
lique  direction  of  the  wounds,  I  apprehend  the  gun 
mult  have  been  dilcharged  from  fopie  elevation. 
And  further  the  deponent  iaith  not. 

BENJ.  CHURCH  jun. 


Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  22,  1770. 

Benjamin  Church  jun,  above-mentioned,  after 
due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  tf 
the  aforefatd  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  oj  the  thing. 


B-fore 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  cf  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  89.) 

|  William  Rhodes  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  i'uefday  March  6,  1770,  the  morning 
after  the  affair  in  King-ftreet,  lome  ot  the  feamen 
belonging  to  the  Role  man  of  war,  laying  in  the 
harbour  of  Bofton,  came  to  my  fhop,  and  after  my 
afking  them  if  they  had  heard  of  the  aftair  that  hap¬ 
pened,  they  anfwered  me,  Yes,  and  that  all  their  boats 
were  fent  in  Jhore  manned ,  and  that  the  mafter  of  the 
fhip  had  kept  them  up  all  night,  or  the  greateft  part. 

I  then  afked  them,  whether  they  were  kept  to  their 
quarters?  they  anfwered,  No.  I  then  afked  whether 
they  had  loaded  their  gunsj  they  likewile  anfwered. 
No,  but  that  they  had  been  filling  powder.  Some 
time  after  I  enquired  of  thefe  fame  people,  whether 
their  people,  when  they  came  on  fhore  on  Monday 
night  5th  March,  were  armed  ?  they  told  me,  that 
the  only  perfon  that  had  any  arms  was  their  mafter, 
who  came  afhore  in  the  barge,  and  that  he  had  only 
a  pair  of  piftols  ;  and  that  when  they  had  got  on  the 
wharf,  thac  the  faid  mafter  gave  the  piftols  to  the  cox- 
fwain  of  the  barge.  And  further  laith  not. 

WILLIAM  RHODES. 

Suffolk,  ft!  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

/f illi am  Rood's  above-reined^  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 

faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  oj  the  thing. 

f  2  Before 

f 


L  M8  3 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  Peace,  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  90.) 

MAry  Ruffell  of  lawful  age  declares,  that  John 
Brailsford,  a  private  foldier  of  the  14th  regi¬ 
ment,  who  had  frequently  been  employed  by  her 
(when  he  was  ordered  with  his  company  to  the  caffe, 
in  confequence  of  the  murders  committed  by  the  fol- 
diers  cn  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March)  coming 
to  the  deponent’s  houfe,  declared,  that  their  regiment 
was  ordered  to  ho  d  themfelves  in  readinefs ,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  was  ready  that  evening  upon  the  inou  bit  ant  s  firing 
on  the  J oldie  y,'  to  come  to  the  afiifance  of  the  foldier y : 
on  which  the  deponent  alked  dim,  if  he  would  have 
fired  upon  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  ?  to 
which  he  replied ,  2 es ,  if  I  had  orders ;  but  that  if  he 
faw  Mr.  Ruffell  he  would  have  fired  wide  of  him. — 
He  alfo  faid.  It  is  well  there  was  no  gun  fired  by 
the  inhabitants,  for  had  there  been,  we  ihould  have 
come  to  the  foldiers  affiftance.  And  fu.ther  faith 

n0C‘  MARY  RUSSELL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

The  above-named  Mary  Ruffell perfonady  app  ear* 
ing,  and  being  cavejuly  examined 9  and  duly 
cautioned  Lo  teflify  the  whole  truths  made  Jo* 
lemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depofition  by  her 
fubferibed .  Taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 


0 


Before 


o 


* 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  Jail,  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

•w  w 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  91.) 

T  Ephraim  Fenno  of  lawful  agetefh'fy,  that  on  Friday 
the  ninth  inftant,  as  I  was  going  home  by  the  hofpi- 
tal  in  the  common,  I  faw  Dodor  Hal!,  furgeon  of 
the  14th  regiment,  looking  out  of  his  window,  who 
faid  to  me,  Dirty  travelling,  neighbour!  Yes,  Sir, 
returned  1.  He  Liked  me  what  news  in  town  ;  I 
told  him  I  heard  nothing  but  what  he  knew  already, 
that  the  talk  was  about  the  people  that  were  murder¬ 
ed.  He  then  afked  me  if  the  people  of  the  town 
were  noteafier  ?  1  replied,  I  believed  not,  nor  would 
be  till  all  the  foldiers  had  left  the  town.  He  then 
alked  me,  if  I  heard  whether  the  1 4: h  regiment  was 
going?  I  anfwcred,  yes— for  the  people  would  not  be 
quiet  till  they  were  all  gone.  He  laid,  the  town’s 
people  had  always  ufed  the  foldiers  ill,  which  occa- 
fioned  this  aff  dr,  and  laid,  I  wijh  that  inftead  of  kill¬ 
ing  five  or  fix  the y  b  id  killed  five  hundred ,  damn  me  f 
I  don't.  And  further  I  fay  not. 


ErHRAIM  FENNO. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  19,  1770. 

Ephraim  Fenno  above-named,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 
faid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  cf  the  thing , 


I 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  92.) 

J^Avid  Loring,  who  was  much  employed  in  ma¬ 
king  (hoes  tor  the  14th  regiment,  declares,  that 
being  at  the  wood-yard  of  the  14th  regiment  on  the 
9th  or  10th  of  March,  talking  with  Serjeant  Whit- 
tey,  he  mentioned  the  unhappy  affair  of  the  murder 
committed  by  the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
inffant,  and  laid,  that  he  believed  if  the  14th  regi¬ 
ment  had  been  upon  guard  that  day,  it  would  not 
have  happened  \  and  toldjhim,  that  he  never  liked 
the  29th  regiment  fince  they  landed  in  Bofton.  The 
ierjeant  afked  the  realon  why  he  did  not  like  the  29th 
regiment  as  well  as  the  i4tn  ;  he  anfwered  that  they 
feemed  to  be  a  let  of  blood-thirfty  men,  and  therefore 
did  not  like  them  ;  and  believed  the  affair  would 
have  never  happened  had  it  not  been  for  the  affray 
of  the  29th  regiment  at  the  rope-walks.  A  foldier 
of  the  29th  regiment,  named  John  Dudley,  being 
by,  faid  it  was  a  planned  thing  a  month  before. 

DAVID  LORING. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

David  Lor ing  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  ?nade  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaii 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before 


f 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  Peace,  and  of 
the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace, 


(No.  93.) 

m  The  fubfcriber  being  defired  by  the  committee  of 
enquiry  to  take  ranges  of  the  holes  made  by  muf- 
:quet  balls  in  two  houfes  near  oppofue  to  the  cuftom- 
thoufe,  find  that  the  bullet-hole  in  the  entry  door-poft 
□f  Mr  Payne’s  houfe,  and  which  grazed  the  ed^e 
o f  the  door  before  it  entered  the  poft  where  "it 
lodged,  two  and  a  half  inches  deep,  ranges  juft  un¬ 
der  the  (tool  of  the  weftermoft  lower  chamber-window 
:j{  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

And  that  the  hole  made  by  an  other  mufquet-ball 
through  the  window-fhutter  of  the  lower  ftory  of  the 
fame  houfe,  and  lodged  in  the  back  wall  of  the  (hop, 
ranges  about  breaft-high  from  the  ground,  and  be¬ 
tween  the  fecond  and  third  window  from  the  weft 
corner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

And  that  the  holes  made  in  the  (hop  of  Warden 
and  Vernon,  through  the  outer  fhutcer  and  back  par¬ 
tition  of  the  fhop,  ranged  breaft-high  from  the 
ground,  and  with  the  weftermoft  fide"  of  the  fir  It 
window  weft  of  the  great  door  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

BENJ.  ANDREWS. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  2c,  1770. 

Benjamin  Andrews ,  Efq\  above-named ,  after 
due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 


Before 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  juft,  of  Peace,  and  of 
the  Quorum, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  94.) 

J  John  Green  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftanr,  juft  after  - 
nine  o’clock,  l  went  >  into  the  Cuftom-houie,  and 
law  in  the  kitchen  of  faid  houfe  two  boys  belonging 
to  Mr.  Pk-mont  the  barber,  and  alfo  my  brother 
Hammond  Green:  upon  hearing  an  huzzaing  and 
the  1  ell  ring,  I  went  out,  and  there  were  but  four  cr 
five  boys  in  <  j  g-ftreet  near  the  c  entire  f  who  was  mut¬ 
tering  and  growling)  and  fieemed  vevy  mad.  I  favv 
Edward  Garrick,  who  was  crying,  and  told  his  fel¬ 
low  apprentice  that  the  centinel  had fitruck  him  ;  I  then 
went  as  far  as  the  Brazen  Head,  and  heard  the  people 
huzzaing  by  Murray’s  barrack,  i  went  down  King- 
ftreet  again  as  far  as  the  corner  of  Royal  Exchange- 
lane,  by  the  centry,  there  being  about  forty  cr  fifty 
ysec  jele,  chiefly  boys ,  near  the  Cuftom-boufe ,  but  flaw  no 
jerfin  in  flit ,  or  fay  any  thing  to  the  centry .  I  then 
laid  to  Bartholomew  Broaders  thefe  word?,  viz.  The 
centry  (then  (landing  on  the  fteps  and  loading  his 
gun)  is  going  to  fire  •,  upon  which  I  went  to  the 
Cuftom  houfe  gate,  and  tried  to  get  over  the  gate,  but 
could  not.  Win  1ft  Handing  there  I  law  1  homas 
Greenwood  upon  the  fence,  to  whom  I  faid.  Open 
the  gate  :  he  ldid  that  he  would  rot  let  bis  fathering 
and  chen  jumped  down  into  the  lane,  and  laid  to  the 
deponent,  Follow  me;  upon  whhh  I  went  down  the 
lane  with  him,  and  round  by  the  Poll-office,  to  the 
ma  n  guard  :  he  went  into  the  guard-houfe,  and  faidy 
Turn  out  the  guard >  but  the  guard  was  out  before, 
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and  I  heard  that  a  party  was  gone  to  the  Cufldrti-> 
houfe.  I  then  heard  the  guns  go  oft,  one  after  an¬ 
other,  and  faw  three  perfons  fall.  Immediately  af¬ 
ter  a  negro  drummer  beat  to  arms,  upon  that  the 
foldiers  drew  up  in  a  rank  ("and  I  did  not  fee  Green 
wood  again  until  the.  next  morning).  After  that 
I  faw  the  lytb  regiment  drawn  up  in  a  jquare  at  ike 
fouth-wejl  corner  of  the  tow>  -houfe  •,  foon  after  1  went 
home.  And  further  I  lay  not. 


JOHN  GREEN, 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  24,  1770. 

John  Green  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  toe  above- 
wntten  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and 
of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  * 


(No.  95.) 

j  Hammond  Green  of  lawful  age  teflify  and  ft}*, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March  inflant’ 
between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  o’clock,  I  went 
to  the  Cuftom-houfe  ;  when  I  came  to  the  front  door 
of  the  faid  houfe  thete  were  (landing  two  young  wo¬ 
men  belonging  to  faid  houfe,  and  two  boys  belo°ngin^ 
to  Mr.  Piemont  the  barber.  I  went  into  the  houfe® 
and  they  all  followed  me  •,  after  that  Mr.Sawny  Irving 
came  into  the  kitchen  where  we  were,  and  afterward” 
I  lighted  him  cut  of  the  front  door ;  I  then  went 

U  back 
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back  into  the  kitchen  again,  and  the  boys  above- 
mentioned  went  cut;  alter  that  two  other  boys  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Piemont  came  in  o  the  kitchen,  alio 
my  brother  John,  who  had  been  in  a  little  while  be¬ 
fore  ;  lie  went  to  the  back  door,  and  opened  it, 
laying,  that  lbmething  was  the  matter  in  the  Ureet ; 
upon  which,  with  the  other  three,  I  went  to  the 
corner  of  Royal  Exchange-lane  in  King-ftreet, 
and  heard  an  huzzaing,  as  I  thought,  towards  Dr. 
Cooper’s  meeting  ;  and  then  law  one  of  the  fir  it 
mentioned  boys,  who  faid,  the  centry ,  had  /truck  him  ; 
at  which  time  there  were  not  above  eight  or  nine  men  and 
boys  in  King  ftreet.  After  that,  I  went  to  the  fteps  of 
the  Cultom-houfe  door ;  and  Mary  Rogers,  Eliza. 
Avery,  and  Ann  Green,  came  to  the  door  ;  at  the 
lame  time  heard  a  bell  ring,  upon  the  people’s  crying 
fire  ;  we  all  went  into  the  houfe,  and  I  locked  the 
door,  faying,  we  fhall  know  if  any  body  comes  ; 
after  that,  Thomas  Greenwood  came  to  the  door, 
and  I  Jet  him  in  •,  he  faid,  that  there  was  a  number 
df  people  in  the  ftreet ;  I  told  him  if  he  wanted  to 
fee  any  thing  to  go  up  {fairs,  but  to  take  no  candle 
with  him  ;  he  went  up  flairs,  and  the  three  women 
afore-mentioned  went  with  him,  and  I  went  and 
fattened  the  windows,  doors,  and  gate;  I  left  the 
light  in  the  kitchen,  and  was  going  up  flairs, 
but  met  Greenwood  in  the  room  next  to  the 
kitchen,  and  he  faid,  that  he  would  not  ftay  in 
the  houfe ,  for  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  fulled 
down ,  but  I  was  not  afraid  of  any  fitch  thing  \  I  then 
went  up  flairs  into  the  lower  weft  chamber,  next  to 
Royal  Exchange-  lane,  and  faw  feveral  guns  fired  in 
Kingflreet ,  which  killed  three  perfons ,  which  I  faw  lay 
on  the  [now  in  the  ftreet ,  fuppefing  the  f 'now  to  be  near  a 
foot  deep  ;  after  that,  i  let  Elizabeth  Avery  out  of 
the  front  door,  and  fhiu  it  after  her,  aad  went  Up 

chamber 
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chamber  again  ;  then  my  father,  Mr.  Bartholomew 
Giecn,  came  and  knocked  at  the  door,  and  I  let  him 
in;  we  both  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  heafked  me 
Wiiat  was  the  matter ;  I  told  him,  that  there  were 
three  perfons  Jhot  by  the  Jobbers  who  flood  at  the  door  of 
the  Cuflom-houfe  \  he  then  afked  me  where  the  girls 
were  ;  I  told  him  they  were  up  ftairs,  and  we  went 
up  together,  and  he  opened  the  winJow,  and  I  Unit 
it  again  dircdlly  ;  he  then  opened  it  again,  and  we 
otii  looked  out  ;  at  which  time  Mr.  Thomas  Jack- 
ion  jun.  knocked  at  the  t.oor  ;  I  afked  who  was 
there?  Mr.  Jack fon  faid,  it*  is  I,  Hammond,  let 
me  in  ;  I  told  him,  if  my  father  was  out ,  or  any  of  the 
cotnmijf oners  came ,  i  would  not  Lt  them  in.  And 
further  I  lay  nor. 

HAMMOND  GREEN. 

Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  24,  1770. 

Hammond  Green  above  named,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination, ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
v  r  it  ten  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetrate  the  rc» 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 


•  • 
'ti  1  *’ 
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(No.  96.) 

J  Thomas  Greenwood  of  lawful  aue  teftifv 

lay,  that  on  Monday  the  5th  inftanr,  fpendir 
evemnrr  ar  Mr*  Wl.  .a  t  ...  ,  ’  Fenu  r 


and 


_  ay  i-uG  ^ in  nmanr,  ipendin^the 

evening  at  Mrs.  Wheeler’s,  I  was  alarmed  bv°the 

I  turned8"18’  PMPle’$  crying  fire  ’  lIPon  which 
Lrd  M°  w!"ht  Wh£dfl’S  three  ions,  and 

.  pH  Mr.  W  heeler  s  engine  as  far  as  the  Old  South 

95  eung  houfe ;  we  met  feveral  people  who  told  us  it 

r  t  9 

^  z  wa§ 
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not  fire,  but  it  was  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants 
fighting  in  Ktg  ftreet0  and  de fired  them  to  go  back  and 
get  their  arms  j  upon  hearing  this,  I  liaitenecl  down 
to  King-ftreet,  and  coming  near  the  weft  door  of  the 
town-houfe,  I  fell  in  with  a  number  of  people,  molt 
of  thena  that  I  law  had  hicks  and  clubs  in  their  hands, 
and  huzza* J  *,  after  that  we  went  round  the  north 
fide  of  the- town  houfe,  and  hood  between  the  eaft 
ftepsof  the  town-houfe  and  whipping-poft  ;  I  heard 
a  number  of  people  fpeaking,  and  one  perfon  in  par¬ 
ticular  fpoke  to  the  two  ceminels,  who  were  walking 
up  and  down  the  ftreefon  the  fide  of  the  town -horde, 
ufing  thefe  vv.mds,  *  Come  cut  and  fight  us  if  you  dare , 
calling  them  damn’d  bloody-back  raficaly  and  Jcoundrels , 
fo  come  out  and  fight  them ,  if  they  dared,  we  are  enough 
for  you  new  *,  but  1  do  not  know  whether  the  above  per¬ 
fon  belonged  to  the  town.  I  looked  round  and  law  about 
twenty  people  before  the  Cuff cm- houfe  door  *,  upon 
which  i  went  down  to  the  Cult  cm- houfe  *5  I  then  heard 
two  or  three  perlons  ufe  thefe  words,  one  after  another, 
t  l  wijh  I  could  get  into  the  Cufiom-houfe ,  I  would  make 

the 


*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here,  that  the  deponent, 
Thomas  Greenwood,  is  a  hired  .ervant  to  the  Commifiioners, 
on  whom  he  is  altogether  dependent,  and  when  before,  the  Jnf- 
tices,  he  was  feveral  times  detected  in  plain  falfhoods;  parti¬ 
cularly  in  i  wearing  firft  that  the  number  of  perfons  who  called 
the  ioldiers  “  bloody  back  rafea!?,”  Sec.  was  nine,  then  feven, 
and  finally  but  one,  as  it  now  Hands;  and  through  the  whole 
of  his  examination  he  was  fo  inconfiftent  and  fo  frequently 
contradicted  himfelf,  that  all  prefent  were  convinced  no  credit 
ought  to  be  given  to  his  depofitfon  ;  for  which  reafon  it  would 
n  ;t  having  been  inferred  had  it  not  been  known  that  a  depoiuion 
was  taken  relating  to  this  affair,  from  this  Gieenwood,  by  juf- 
tice  Muiray,  and  carried  home  by  Mr.  Robinfon. 

J  As  this  deponent  is  the  only  perfon  out  of  a  great  number  of 
witneffes  examined,  who  heard  any  mention  made  of  the  Gui« 

tkfti-houfe,  and  as  it  is  very  uncommon  for  feveial  people  to 

*  \-reat 
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the  money  circulate  among  ft  us  ;  alter  that  I  went  up  to 
the  Cuflom-houle  door,  and  faw  two  or  three  fnow- 
balls  tall  on  the  tin  Hones  near  the  fteps  of  the  door  ; 

1  knocked,  and  ivir.  Hammond  Green  came  to  the 
door,  while  1  was  ipeaking  to  the  centry  who  ftc  od 
upon  the  Heps,  I  told  him  not  to  let  any  body  come 
into  the  door,  and  no  perion  offered  to  come  in*  the 
faid  Green  afkcd  who  was  there?  I  anfwered,  it  is 
Thomas,  let  me  in  Hammond;  when  1  got  in,  the 
laid  Green  laid  to  me,  it  I  wanted  to  fee  any  '.hing, 
go  up  flairs  ;  I  went  into  the  back  room,  and  got  the 
key  ot  the  little  drawing-room,  being  the  lower  weft 
corner  chamber,  and  went  up  flairs^  and  Elizabeth 
Avery,  Mary  Rogers,  and  Ann  Green  lollowed  me 
into  the  room  *,  we  a !  1  looked  through  the  glafs  : 
I  law  lome  perlons  Handing  by  the  centry-box 
flriking  with  flicks,  but  did  net  fee  them  hit  any  body , 
f bough  a  number  of  per  Jons  were  clofe  by  them  ;  I  told 
the  women  above-mentioned  that  I  would  not  flay, 
tor  I  was  afraid  that  the  houfe  would  be  pulled  down, 
there  being  about  forty  or  fifty  perfons  conjijling  of  men 
and  boys ;  /  faw  no  perfon  throw  any  flones ,  or  attempt 
to  break  even  a  fquare  of  glafi ,  or  get  into  the  houfe  ( the 
next  morning  I  pound  there  was  not  a  pane  of  glajs  broke 
in  the  jaid  hculeft  Afterwards,  I  went  down  flairs 
and  met  Hammond  Green  in  the  middle  room;  he 
afked  me  where  I  was  going?  I  odd  him,  1  was 
going  out;  upon  which  I  went  into  the  kitchen,  and 
took  my  hat  and  wtht  into  the  yard,  got  upon  the 

repeat  exactly  the  fame  words  upon  fuch  oecafions  (for  the 
deponent  infilled  that  the  identical  words  were  ufed  by 
each  perfon)  confidering  the  character  and  connexions  of  the 
deponent,  and  h;s  own  rxprels  dc<  :  ration  in  this  affidavit, 
that  he  faw  no  perton  attempt  even  to  break,  a  fquare  of '  glafs 
or  to  get  into  Cullom-houle,  it  may  very  juit'y  be  doubted 
he* her  luch  wor  <s  were  uled  by  any  one. 

i  wood- 
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wood-pile,  and  went  to  the  fence  ;  John  Green  be¬ 
ing  by  the  gate  a  iked  me  to  open  the  gate,  and  let 
nin  in  ;  I  told  him  1  would  not  open  the  gate  for  any 
body.  One  per fon  paffing  by,  laid  to  me,  heave  over 
lome  ilialalesi  I  jumped  off'  the  fence  into  Royal 
xtxchange-lane,  went  down  the  lane  with  John  Green 
andwenc  round  by  the  Poft  office  to  the  main  guard; 
1  to  d  one  of  the  foidiers,  if  they  did  not  go  down 
to  t  he  eentry  at  the  Cuffom  houfe,  ||  /  was  afraid  they 
veould  juri  bun ,  though  I  bad  not  Jcen  any  perfon  injult 
hmi  ;  !<  me  body  laid  they  were  gone.  1  flood  with 
Jonn  Given  near  the  guard-houfe,  faw  the  guns  go 
off,  anc.  heard  the  report ;  afterwards  1  heard aperfon 
Jay,  which  1  took  to  be  a  foldier ,  that  is  right ,  damn 
i  Jf'ni  ~',li  -hsm  all ,  they  have  no  bufinefs  there  ;  and  from 
thence  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Burch,  one  of  the 
Commiffioners,  where  1  law  Mr.  Burch  and  wife 
Mi.  Paxton  another  Commilfioner,  and  Mr  Reeves 
fecretary  to  ihe  board.  One  of  the  Commilfioner.; 
aiked  me,  wnat  was  the  matter  ?  1  told  him  the  foi¬ 
diers  had  fired  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  had  killed 
two  or  three,  and  wounded  fome  more;  upon  which 
Mr.  Reeves  laid,  God  blefs  my  foul  !  and  then  went 
into  the  other  room.  I  left  Mr.  Burch’s  houfe,  and 
went  to  the  barracks  at  Wheelwright’s  Wharf,  and 
arid  if  aid  there  all  night;  I  heard  Jeveral  foidiers  fay 
7 bey  wifhed  they  were  let  out,  for  if  they  were,  there 
poula  not  be  many  people  alive  in  the  mornhn.  The 
whole  of  the  14th  regiment  being  under  arms,  and 

I!  It  feems  very  difficult,  according  to  Greenwood’s  account,  to 
form  even  a  conjecture  of  the  reafon  of  his  fears  which  he  ex- 
p  refled  for  the  eentry,  when  in  the  lame  breath  he  declares,  that 
ne  had  not  feen  any  perfon  infult  him. — But  probably  the  true 
motives  of  his  application  to  the  main-guard  were  not  of  a 
nature  to  be  made  publick. 

the 
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the  piquet-guard 
1 2  o’clock  that  ni 


went  to  the  main-guard  houfe  ab^uc 
glu. 

THOMAS  GREENWOOD. 


f 


Suffolk,  fT.  L’oflon,  March  24,  1770. 


“Thomas  Greenwood  above-named,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above - 
-written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re - 
membranes  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  luff  ice  of  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juflice  of  the  Peace. 


Bofton,  the  22d  March,  1770 

WE  the  fubferibers,  two  of  his  Majeffy’s  Juftices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  (one 
being  of  the  Quorum)  hereby  certify,  that 
colonel  William  Dairy  mple,  chief  commander 
of  the  foldiers  in  Boflon,  William  Sheaffe, 
efquire,  deputy  colleftor  of  the  Cuftoms,  and 
Bartholomew  Green,  head  of  the  family  in  the 
Cuftom-houle  in  Bolfon,  were  duly  notified  to 
attend  the  captions  of  the  affidavits  in  perpe- 
tuum,  tec.  touching  the  MafTacre  by  the  lol- 
diers  in  Bofton,  taken  before  us  on  the  16th 
17th,  and  a 9th  days  of  March  current ;  and 
that  the  faid  William  Sheaffe  and  B  rtholo- 
mew  Green  attended  accordingly  on  the  16th 
ot  March,  and  crob-examined  as  may  depo¬ 
nents  as  they  thought  fit,  and  as  long  as  they 
plea  fed,  but  declined  giving  any  further  at¬ 
tendance. 

RI.  DANA, 

B  JOHN  MILL. 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  ff.  Boflcn ,  March  30,  iyyd. 

WE  do  hereby  certify,  That  the  federal  Copies 
contained  in  the  annexed  printed  Collection  of 
Affidavits  taken  before  us  in  perpetuam ,  &c.  have  been 
carefully  compared  by  us  with  the  Originals,  and  agree 
therewith. 

Ri:  Dana,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  Peace. 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpefting  thofe  Affidavits 
taken  before  us, 

Ri:  Dana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  *md  of  the  Quo¬ 
rum, 

Sam.  Pemberton,  juftice  of  Peace. 

W£  do  certify  the  like,  refpefting  the  Affidavit 
taken  before  us, 

Ri:  Dana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quou 
rum, 

John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpeflring  the  Affidavit  ta¬ 
ken  before  us. 

Ri:  Da  na,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quo¬ 
rum, 

John  Tudor,  juftice  of  the  Peace. 

WE 
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WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpedling  thofe  Affidavits 
taken  before  us. 

Jonh  Ruddock*  Jufticeof  Peace,  and  cf  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  Peace. 

WEdo  certify  the  like,  refpefting  thofe  Affidav  its 
taken  before  us. 

John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

Bblchlr  Noyes,  Juftice  of  Teace. 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  reflecting  the  Affidavit 
taken  before  us. 

John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Tudor,  Juftice  of  Peace. 

I  do  hereby  certify.  That  the  Copy  of  an  Affidavit 
(contained  in  the  annexed  primed  Colledion  of  Affi¬ 
davits)  taken  before  me,  has  been  carefully  compared 
by  me  with  the  Original,  and  agrees  therewith, 

Edm,  Quincy,  J.  Pacis. 
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By  the  Honourable  Tho« 
mas  Hutchinson,  E/y; 
Lieutenant-Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief \  in 
and  over  his  May  e fly  s  Pro¬ 
vince  of  MafTachufett’s- 
Bay  in  New-England. 


I  Do  hereby  certify,  That  Richard  Dana  and  John 
Ruddock y  Tl quires,  are  two  of  his  M  a  jelly’s 
j  a  It  ices  ct  the  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum  for  the 
County  of  c  uffolky  within  the  ah  relaid  Province*, 


and  that  John  Mil Edmund  Quincy ,  Belcher  Noyes s 
John  Tudor ,  and  Samuel  Pemberton ,  Efquires,  are 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  f  r  the  fame  Coqnty,  and  that 
full  Faith  and  Credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  to 
their  feveral  A 61s  and  Attefh.tions  (as  on  the  annexed 
Paper)  both  in  Court  and  without. 


In  Teftimony  whereof  I  have  caufecl  the  Public 
Seal  of  the  Province  of  MaJfachufetP s  Bay  abovefaid 
to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Dated  at  Bojlon  the  Thirtieth 
Day  of  March  1770,  in  the  tenth  Year  of  his  Ma- 
jelty’s  Reign.  *  ;  ’ 

By  his  Honor’s  Command, 

John  Cotton,  D.  Secretary. 


OnpHREE  original  Certificates  of  the  foregoing 
JL  Tenor*  with  the  Province  Seal  affixed  to 
them,  are  figned  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and 
annexed  to  three  printed  Copies  of  this  Pamphlet. 

Two  of  them  will  be  fent  to  London  for  the  Sn- 
tisf acShion  of  inch  Gentlemen  in  England  as  incline  to 
fee  the  Originals  :  viz.  One  of  them  to  Williams 
Bollan,  Efq;  and  the  other  to  Dennis  De  Bertdt, 
Ekji — ' The  third  remains  with  the  Committee. 
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A  SHORT  NARRATIVE 

OF  THE 


Horrid  Massacre  in  BO  ST*  0  Ny 

PERPETRATED 

In  the  Evening  of  the  5th  of  March  1770. 
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THE  extraordinary  condu&  of  the  ComnhifTio  tiers  of 
the  Guftoms  fince  the  5th  o i  March ^  and  their 
perfeverance  in  it,  make  it  neceilary  to  befiow  a 
few  obfervations  upon  it  ;  and  upon  divers  matters,  with 
which  it  feems  to  be  connected 

T  he  faid  Comimiiioners  (excepting  Mr  Temple)  have  all 
retired  from  the  town  :  and  we  find,  on  particular  enquiry* ** 
they  have  not  held  a  meeting  of  their  board  fince  the  9th  of 
March.  How  they  have  difpofed  of  themfelves  fince  that 
time  we  fhall  here  relate. 

Mr  Robinjcn  is  gone  to  England:  He  failed  the  1 6th  of 
March ,  and  went  not  only  without  the  leave  but,  as  it  is  faid, 
contrary  to  the  minds  of  his  fuperiors,  lignified  to  him  from 
home.  None  but  the  few,  intruiied  with  the  fecret,  knew 
any  thing  of  his  going  till  after  the  departure  of  the  vefiel 
in  which  he  went. 

4 

Air  Paxton  retired  to  Cambridge^  four  Aiiles  from  Bo/lony 
and  for  the  molt  part  has  continued  there.  He  has  diveia 
times  however  vifited  the  town  fince  that  retiring. 

Mr 


*  The  Copies  of  this  Narrative,  fent  to  England  and  other  Parts, 
conclude  with  the  foregoing  page.  Since  they  were  fent,  it  has  ap¬ 
peared  neceflary  to  add  a  few  pages  to  the  remaining  Copies :  to 
do  which  an  opportunity  has  been  given  by  the  reftraint  laid  on 
the  publifhing  of  the  faid  Narrative  here.  The  reafoft  of  that  re- 
ilraint  will  appear  by  the  following  Vote  of  the  Town,  palfed  at 
the  Town-Meeting  held  the  26th  of  March,  namely,  “  The  Com- 
<c  mittee  appointed  to  prepare  a  true  State  of  Kadis,  relating  to  the 
“  execrable  Maffacre  perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  5th  inflant, 
“  in  order  that  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  to  Great  Britain,  having 
“  accordingly  reported,  and  the  Report  being  accepted  hv  thd 
“  1  own  and  ordered  to  be  p  inted  :  And  whereas  the  publifhing 
* 1  of  the  faid  Narrative  with  the  Depohtions  accompanying  it,  in 
41  this  County,  may  be  fuppoiecl  bv  the  unhappy  Perfons,  now  in 
“  Cuflody  for  J  rial,  as  tending  to  give  an  undue  Bias  to  the 
“  minds  of  the  Jury,  who  are  to  try  the  fame.  Therefore  voted, 

**  I  hat  the  Committee  referve  all  the  printed  Copies  in  their 
“  Hands,  excepting  thofe  to  be  fent  to  Great  Britain ,  till  the 
“  further  Order  of  the  'Town. 

Attefl,  William  Coofer,  Town-Oak,” 
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„  Mr  Hulton  fometime  ago  purchafed  a  place  at  Brooklyn. , 
live  Miles  from  Bo/lon,  and  has  ever  fince  refided  there. 

Mr  Burch,  with  his  wife,  has  retired  toMr  Hulton' s,  who, 
together  with  Mr  Burch  (leaving  their  wives  behind  them) 
are  now  on  a  tour  to  Portfmouth ,  in  the  province  of  Ncw- 
Han.pfhire ,  where  the  laft  Account  from  thence  left  them. 
It  is  now  above  iix  weeks  iince  a  board  of  Commiflioners 
was  held :  and  it  is  utterly  uncertain  when  there  will  be 
another. 

From  their  firft  eftablifhment  here,  to  the  i  ah  of  June, 
1768,  they  held  their  boards  regularly  four  days  every  week. 
They  then  retired  on  board  the  Romney  man  of  war,  and 
from  thence  to  the  caftle :  for  wbat  purpofe,  their  letters 
and  memorials  lately  pubhfhed  have  fufficiently  informed 
the  world.  From  their  re-eftablifhment  in  Bojion  in  No¬ 
vember  1768,  to  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  they  held  their 
boards  in  the  fame  regular  manner.  Since  that  time  there 
have  been  but  two  board  meetings,  the  laft  of  which  was 
on  the  9th  of  March . 

Now  what  do  all  thefe  manoeuvres  fince  the  5th  of  March 
indicate  ?  Is  it  poflible  to  fuppofe  they  indicate  any  thing 
lefs  than  a  defign  to  take  occafion  from  the  outrages  and 
murders  committed  on  the  evening  of  that  day  by  the  fol- 
diers  (aftifted  perhaps  from  the  cuftom-houfe)"to  reprefent 
fhe  town  in  a  difadvantageous  light?  And  does  not  their 
former  condu<£f  render  this  highly  probable  ? — Befides,  it 
is  a  fa<ft,  that  depofitions  have  been  taken  in  a  fecret  man¬ 
ner,  relative  to  that  unhappy  affair,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
town;  and  it  is  no  way  improbable  thatMr Robinfon  is  gone 
home  with  memorials  and  letters  from  the  Commillioners 
and  others,  accompanying  fuch  depofitions. 

By  fome  efcapes,  as  well  as  by  what  the  circumftances 
above  mentioned  make  probable,  a  pretty  good  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  the  fubftance  of  thofe  Memorials,  Letters, 
and  Depofitions,  namely,  that  the  Cuftom-houfe  was  at¬ 
tacked — the  revenue  cheft  in  danger,  but  faved  by  the  fir¬ 
ing  upon  the  mob — The  King’s  troops  compelled  to  leave 
the  town — the  commiftioners  thence  obliged  for  their  fafety 
to  quit  it  alfo — the  confequent  impoffibility  of  their  holding 
boards — the  detriment  thence  arifing  to  the  revenue  and  his 
Majefty’s  fervice — all  government  at  an  end,  and  the  Province 
in  a  ftate  of  rebellion. 


If 
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If  thefe  be,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  fubje&sof  the 
difpatches  fent  home,  it  is  very  proper  a  few  obfervations 
fiiould  be  made  upon  them. 

The  Cuftom-houfe  attacked — a  falfhood.  The  people 
drawn  into  Kingjlrcet,  were  drawn  thither  bv  the  cry  of  fire, 
and  the  outrages  of  theSoldiers,  which  occafioned  it.  From 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  people  in  Kingjlrect ,  to  the  time 
of  the  firing  upon  them,  there  had  not  palled  fifteen  mi¬ 
nutes.  Jt  might  with  as  much  truth  be  affirmed,  that  they 
made  an  attack  upon  the  Cuftom-houfe  in  London,  as  upon 
the  Cuftom-houfe  in  Bojion :  of  which  latter  there  was  not 
even  a  pane  of  glafs  broken. 

The  Revenue  Cheft  in  danger — a  falfhood.  It  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  the  cheft  is  kept  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  :  but  if  it  be, 
there  was,  and  is,  at  Jeaft  as  much  danger  of  it  from  fome 
of  the  out-door  people  employed  under  the  Commiffioners, 
as  from  any  body  elfe.  It  is  certain  that  fome  of  them  are 
of  an  infamous  character. 

The  troops  compelled  to  quit  the  town — a  falfhood.  They 
quitted  the  town  by  the  orders  of  their  Commanding  Officer, 
in  con fequence  of  a  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 

who  was  advifed  by  the  council  to  pray  the  faid  Officer  to 
remove  the  troops.  This  requeji  and  this  prayer  was  ob¬ 
tained  by  an  application  from  the  town  to  the  Lieutenant 
Governor.  Into  what  times  are  we  fallen,  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  province  is  reduced  to  the  humiliating  condition 
of  making  fuch  a  prayer  ! 

But  fuppofing  the  troops  had  been  compelled  vi  &  arm's  to 
quit  the  town.  It  would  have  been  a  mcafure  juftifiable  in 
the  fight  of  God  and  man.  When  theSoldiers.  fent  hither 
for  the  declared  purpofe  of  abiding  the  Civil  Magiftrate  to 
keep  the  peace,  were  thernfelves  in  a  remarkable  manner 
the  breakers  of  the  peace— When,  inftead  of  abiding,  they 
jnfulted  him  ;  and  refeued  offenders  of  their  own  c«rps  from 

jufiice — when  they  frequently  abufed  the  inhabitants  in  the 
night — when  they  had  entered  into  a  combination  to  com¬ 
mit  fome  extraordinary  ads  of  violence  upon  the  town  ;  and 
in  confequence  of  it,  on  the  evening  of  the  Maflacre,  attack¬ 
ed  the  inhabitants  wherever  they  met  them ;  afterwards 
filing  upon,  and  killing  and  wounding  a  number  of  them. 
When  all  this  had  been  done,  and  more  threatened,  it  was 
high  time  they  fhould  be  removed  fiom  the  town.  If  there 

had 
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ha<J  been  n©  other  means  of  getting  rid  of  them,  the  inha» 
bitants  would  have  had  a  right  by  that  law  of  nature,  which 
fuperceeds  all  other  laws,  when  they  come  in  competition 
with  it — the  law  of  lelf-prefervation — to  have  compelled 
them  to  quit  the  town.  This  law  is  radical  in  cur  nature, 
indelible  from  it,  and  uniformly  operating,  where  it  can 
operate,  to  the  removal  or  deftr uction  of  every  thing  incom¬ 
patible  with  it ;  and  is  abrogable  by  no  other  lawgiver  than 
God  himfelf,  the  great  author  of  it.  Therefore,  although 
the  refilling  the  King's  troops  in  any  thing  they  have  a  right 
by  law  to  do,  may  be  adjudged  treafon,  yet  when  they 
adf  contrary  to  law,  Specially  in  fo  outrageous  a  manner 
as  in  the  prefect  cafe,  and  retain  a  difpofition  to  repeat  it, 
whereby  the  lives  of  the  King’s  fubjedts  are  in  danger,  they 
then  ceafe  to  be  the  King’s  troops :  that  is,  they  are  not  the 
King’s  troops  for  any  fuch  purpofe,  but  fo  far  become  trai¬ 
tors  ;  and  on  the  failure  of  other  means  of  riddance  from 
them,  which  the  time  and  circum (lances  may  make  eligible 
and  are  lawful,  they  may  (by  the  principles  of  all  law,  as 
well  as  by  the  great  law  above-mentioned,  into  which  thofe 
principles  are  refolvable)  be  refitted  and  expelled  :  and  not 
to  do  it,  where  it  can  be  done,  is  a  fpecics  of  treafon  aga.inft 
the  conttitution,  and  confequently  treafon  in  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  againtt  the  King,  and  all  his  fubje&s. 

The  Commiffioners  obliged  for  their  fafety  to  quit  the 
town— -It  one  falfhood  can  be  more  fo  than  another,  this  is 
the  greatett  yet  mentioned,  and  is  as  ridiculous  as  it  is  falfe. 
Their  condudl:  and  luch  a  declaration  by  no  means  agree. 
Would  they  in  that  cafe  occahonally  vifit  the  town  ?  Would 
they  truft  themfelves  in  the  environs  of  it?  Could  they 
think  themfelves  fafe  at  Cambridge  and  Brooklyn  ?  Could 
they  think  themfelves  fafe  any  where  in  the  province,  or 
indeed  in  America  ?  Mutt  they  not  know,  if  any  evil  were 
really  intended  them,  it  might  eafily  overtake  them  any  where, 
and  everywhere  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic  ?  Some  other 
reafon  than  their  iafety  mutt  therefore  be  locked  for  to  ac¬ 
count  for  their  retiring,  and  difeontinuing  their  boards. 
A  fimilar  proceeding  of  theirs  in  June ,  1768,  and  their 
Letters  and  Memorials,  lately  publiftied,  give  occafion  at 
leaft  to  conjecture  what  that  reaion  may  be.  Is  it  not  pro¬ 
bable  it  was  to  corroborate  the  faid  depofitions,  and  thence 
induce  adminiftration  to  think  it  necelfary,  not  only  that 
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troops  already  here  {hould  be  continued,  but  that  a  further 
number  (hould  be  fent  to  ftrengthen  and  fupport  them  ?  If 
this  meafure  cannot  be  effected,  and  (hould  the  Commit 
doners  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  remain  here  unattacked  in 
the  abfence  of  the  troops,  it  might  naturally  be  thought 
they  could  have  remained  here  without  them  in  1768;  and 
therefore  that  they  had  put  the  nation  to  a  very  great  ex- 
pence,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  further  to  alienate  the 
afte&ions  of  the  Americans ,  and  to  give  them  an  additional 
reafon  to  wifh  themfelves  independent  of  it :  And  hence 
the  Commiflioners  might  have  caufe  to  expert  a  national 
refentment  againft  them. — However  injurious  to  us  the 
effe&s  of  fuch  policy  may  be,  we  cannot  but  applaud  it 
(on  the  principles  of  the  Machiavilian  fyflcm)  as  it  Hands 
related  to  themfelves.  if  they  thought  their  own  exigence 
in  danger,  coniidered  as  Commiflioners,  how  natural  was 
jt  to  ufe  the  means  to  fupport  it?  And  what  fault  could 
be  found  with  the  means,  if  thofe  principles  juftified  them  ? 
wby  need  they  trouble  their  heads  about  confequences  that 
would  not  affe&  themfelves?  or,  if  they  would,  and  fuch 
exiftence  appeared  precarious  without  thofe  means,  was  it 
not  neceffary  they  (hould  be  ufed,  and  the  confequences 
difregarded  ? — If  the  means  be  fuccefsful  to  the  end  for 
which  they  feem  defigned,  it  requires  no  prophetic  fpirit 

to  foretel  that  the  confequences  may  be - bad  enough. 

r  ^  ether  the  prefent  Commiflioners,  or  any  Board  of 
~  Commiflioners  at  all  (whofe  appointments  are  fully  equal 
to  any  benefit  the  Nation  or  Colonies  are  likely  to  reap 
from  them,  and  whofe  ufefulnefs  hitherto  may  be  valued 
by  fome  of  the  negative  quantities  in  algebra)  are  things  of 
importance  enough  to  hazard  thofe  confequences,  or  any 
ill  consequence  at  all.  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  wifdom 
of  adminiflration  to  determine. 

I  he  confequent  impoflibility  of  their  holding  boards— 
I  his  impoffibility  was  of  their  own  creating,  if  they  had 
continued  in  town  (from  whence  they  had  not  the  lealt  rea¬ 
fon  to  depart,  unlels  to  anfwer  purpofes  they  would  choofe 
to  conceal]  they  might  have  held  their  boards  asufual. 

I  he  detriment  thence  arifing  to  the  Revenue,  and  his 
Majefly’s  fervice — If  any  fuch  detriment  has  arifen,  the 
fault  is  their  own.  His  Majcjly  s  fcrvice  is  a  cant  term  in 
the  mouths  of  underftrappers  in  office.  Many  of  them  ei¬ 
ther 


r  s  ] 

ther  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  it,  or  a b Life  it  to  anfwer 
their  own  corrupt  purpofes.  It  is  ufed  to  exprefs  fomething 
diltina  from  the  fervice  of  the  people.  The  King  and  Peo¬ 
ple  are  placed  by  it  in  oppofite  interefts.  Whereas,  by  the 
happy,  conftitution  we  are  under,  the  intereft  of  the  Kin^ 
is  the  intereft  ot  the  people,  and  his  fervice  is  their  fervice* 
both  are  one,  and  conftitutionally  infeparable.  They  who 
attempt  to  feparate  them  attempt  to  deftroy  the  conftitu- 
tion.  Upon  every  fuch  parricide  may  the  vengeance  both 
of  King  and  People  defcend. 

Government  at  an  end — This  has  been  the  cry  ever  fince 
the  ftamp-adt  exifted.  If  the  people  faw  they  were  going 
to  be  enflaved;  if  they  faw  Governor  Bernard  (from  whom 
they  had  a  right  to  expedt  that  he  would  do  nothing  to  pro¬ 
mote  it)  was  zealous  and  adfive  to  rivet  the  chains;  and  that 
bis  government,  in  its  principles  and  condudf,  tended  to  the 
eftabliftunent  of  a  tyranny  over  them,  was  it  unnatural  for 
them  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  reludl  ?  was  it  unreafonable  to  re- 
fufe  an  acquiefcence  in  fuch  meafures  ?  Did  an  oppofition 
to  them  indicate  adifregard  to  government  ?  if  government, 
in  the  true  idea  of  it,  has  for  its  objedt  the  good  of  the 
governed,  fuch  an  adminiftration  could  not  be  called  govern¬ 
ment :  and  an  oppofition  to  it  by  no  means  included  an  oppo¬ 
sition  to  government.  From  fuch  an  oppofition  has  arifen 
the  cry,  that  government  is  at  an  end.  The  fooner  fuch 
government  is  at  an  end  the  better. 

When  a  people  have  loft  all  confidence  in  government, 
it  is  vain  to  expedf  a  cordial  obedience  to  it.  Hence  irre¬ 
gularities  may  arife,  and  have  ariien.  But  they  will  ceafe, 
when  the  true  ends  of  government  are  fteadily  purfued. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  may  it  be  expedled,  that  men 
of  weight  and  influence  will  exert  themfelves  to  make  go¬ 
vernment  reflected.  Nay,  fuch  exertions  will  then  be 
needlefs,  for  mankind  cannot  help  refpedting  what  is  in 
itfelf  refpedlable,  efpecially  when  it  is  at  the  fame  time  fo 
promotive  of  their  own  good  as  good  government  is. 

The  province  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion — Into  this  ftate  its 
enemies,  on  both  Tides  of  the  Atlantic,  have  been  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  bring  it.  When  they  could  not  make  it  fubfervient 
to  their  intereft  and  views ;  and  when  their  meafures  had 
raifed  a  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  them,  that  oppofition  was 
made  the  iucky  occafion  to  reprefent  the  province  in  a  ftate 

cf 
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<rf  rebellion,  or  verging  towards  it.  To  juftify  fuch  a  re- 
prefentation  the  more  fully,  they  endeavoured  to  drive  it 
into  that  {hate  :  whereby  in  the  end  they  might  hope  to  gra¬ 
tify  both  their  malice  and  avarice  :  their  malice,  by  injuring 
it  mod  effentially ;  and  their  avarice,  by  the  fubje&ion  of 
it  to  their  tyranny  and  pillage.  But  nothing  can  be  more 
falfe  than  fuch  a  reprefentation  :  nothing  more  foreign  from 
this  people  than  a  difpofition  to  rebellion.  The  principles 
of  loyalty  were  planted  in  our  breafts  too  deep  to  be  eradi¬ 
cated  by  their  efforts,  or  any  efforts  whatever:  and  our  in- 
tereft  co-operated  with  thofe  principles. 

It  is  humbly  hoped  his  Majefty  will  not  be  influenced,  by 
Juch  reprefentations,  to  think  unfavorably  of  his  faithful 
Jubjefts  of  this  province :  and  that  hope  is  grounded  upon 
their  innocence :  of  which  they  have  the  higheft  evidence 
m  their  own  confcioufnefs ;  and  of  which  they  have  <ffVen 
their  adverfaries  no  other  caufe  to  doubt,  than  what  arifes 
from  an  oppofition  to  their  meafures.  Meafures,  not  only 
ruinous  to  the  province,  but  hurtful  to  Great  Britain,  and 
deitructive  of  the  union,  and  commercial  intercourfe  which 
ought  always  to  fubfift  between  her  and  her  Colonies. 


The  foregoing  Obfervations  appeared  neceffary  to  vindicate 
the  Town  and  Province  from  the  afperfions  fo  unjuftly 
caft  upon  them.  The  few  that  follow  refer  to  the  prefent 
and  future  flat e  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies 


H°T  hapPy  is  Britoin  with  regard  to  fixation,  and 
and  many  internal  circumftanccs  ;  and  in  her  connec¬ 
tion  with  her  Colonies  ! 


Separated  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  pofTeffed  of  fo 
large  a  naval  force,  ftie  is  fecure  from  foreign  invafions- 
her  government  (well  adminiftred)  is  the  beft  exifting:  her 
manufactures  are  extenf.ve,  and  her  commerce  in  propor- 
lon.  To  the  two  latter  the  Colonies  have  in  a  confiderable 
degree  contributed.  By  theft  means  {he  has  rifen  to  her 
prefcnt  opulence  and  greatnefs,  which  fo  much  d.ftinguito 
her  among  the  powers  of  Europe.  But  however  great°and 
opulent  Ihe  may  be,  {he  is  capable  of  being  ft.ll  more  fo  ; 
and  fo  much  fo,  that  {he  may  be  deemed  at  prefent  in  a 
Kate  oi  minority,  compared  with  what  {he  will  one  day 

probably 
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probably  be,  if  her  own  condudt  does  not  prevent  it.  The 
means  of  this  greatnefs  are  held  out  to  her  by  the  Colonies  j 
and  it  is  in  her  power,  by  a  kind  and  juft  treatment  of 
them,  to  avail  herfelf  of  thofe  means. 

The  Colonifts  are  hufbandmen,  and  till  lately  have  ma¬ 
nufactured  but  a  fmall  part  of  their  clothing,  and  the  other 
articles  with  which  they  had  been  ufually  fupplied  from 
Great  Britain .  But  they  have  been  taught  by  experience 
they  can  fupply  themfelves  ;  and  that  experience  (which 
has  been  forced  upon  them)  has  demonftrated  mod  clearly, 
that  they  have  within  themfelves  the  means  of  living  con¬ 
veniently,  if  not  with  elegance,  even  if  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  reft  of  mankind  were  wholly  cut  off.  This, 
however,  could  not  be  an  eligible  ftate  :  but  no  one  in- 
titled  to  and  deferving  the  liberties  of  an  Englijhman ,  can 
hefitate  a  moment  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  preferable  to 
flavery  ;  to  which  the  Colonifts  have  apprehended  them¬ 
felves  doomed,  by  the  meafures  that  have  been  purfued  by 
Adminiftration. 

If  the  Colonifts  might  be  permitted  to  follow  their  in¬ 
clinations,  with  which  at  the  fame  time  their  intereft  coin¬ 
cides,  they  would  be  hufbandmen  ftill,  and  be  fupplied  as 
ufual  from  Great  Britain .  The  yearly  amount  of  thofe 
fupplies  (as  appears  by  the  exports  from  Britain )  is  very 
confiderable*,  and  might  be  in  future  in  proportion  to  the 

increafe 


*  The  value  of  the  exports  from  Britain  to  the  Colonies  in 
1766,  which  was  lefs  than  in  1765*  flood  thus  : 

To  'New  Englund  -  -  -  £  4°9>^42 

New  York  -----  330,829 
Penfylvania  -  -  -  -  3  z7» 3 1 4- 

Virginia  and  Maryland  -  372,54^ 

Carolina  -  -  -  -  *  29&>732 

£  i>737>°65 

This  is  taken  from  Phe  Prefent  State  of  the  Nation  .•  in  which 
there  is  an  account  of  the  faid  exports  for  the  years  1765  and 

^Now,  fuppofing  the  obfervation  juft,  that  the  Colonifts  (vvhofe 
number  by  the  laid  Pamphlet  is  eftimated  two  millions)  double 
every  twenty  years,  and  the  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Co¬ 
lonies  fhould  increafe  in  that  proportion,  the  value  of  the  laid 

exp  orts 


In 


1766 
1786 
1 806 
1826 
1846 
1866 
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jncrcafe  of  the  Colonifts.  Their  increafe  is  rapid  :  they  arc  •  • 
daily  emigrating  rom  the  old  towns,  and  forming  new  one,  • 
anu  if  they  double  their  numbers  every  twenty  years,  as  it 
?S  fal  the>'.  w:iI  continue  to  do,  fo  long  as  they  can  form 
into  families  by  procuring  the  means  of  fubfiftenc'e  at  an 
eafy  rate,  which  probably  will  be  the  cafe,  till  America  fhall 
be  well  peopled  there  will  be  in  a  fhort  time  a  prodigious 
addition  to  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds  ;  who,  if  not  compelled 
to  manufaiSlure  for  themfelves,  will  occafion  a  proportion- 
able  demand  for  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  If  it  be 

' _ _ _  confidered 

exports  and  the  number  of  the  Colonifts,  at  the  end  of  five  fuch 
periods  after  1766,  will  Hand  thus  • 

Value  of  Exports. 

£  ?»737>°^5  ^or  too  millions  of  Colonifts 

3»474>,3°  lor  four  millions, 

6,948,260  for  eight  millions, 

13,896,520  for  fixteen  millions, 

27’793’°4°  for  thirty-two  millions, 

53,58 6,080  for  fixty-four  millions  of  Colonifts. 

The  laft  mentioned  numbers  are  fo  large,  that  it  is  likely  the 
principles  on  which  they  are  formed  may  be  caiied  into  queftion 

5  “s  the.refor<:  take  only  one  quarter  part  of  thofe  numbers  • 

i866hwillthbe  Va  U£  ?f  eX£°nS  fr°m  BrUmn  t0  the  Colonies,  in 
,  8  6’  y  ,be  ,™ore  tkan  thirteen  millions  (lerlintr  for  fnteen  mil 

hois  of  Colonifts.  It  is  highly  probable,  by  that  t  me  here  w  11 
com  ert  K  nUmb6r  f  ?l0ni,ls  in  MW  Color, ic-s  on  this 

ntinent.  Now,  in  cafe  there  be  no  interruption  of  the  union  and 

Lrnllatr,ght  -°  rebfift  between  Britain  and  her  Co 
omes,  and  which  it  is  their  mutual  intereft  fhould  foblift  nd  be 

1  *\cat.a  ProPort>on  to  the  number  of  the  Colonifts 

i» *•  «•»  ■><  ■»  «• 

'That  ProPortioi  fo  vaft  a  trade  with  the  Colonies  would  en 

the  number  of  he^peonfo"  V  Crade;  ll0w  mach  ic  W0llld  increafe 
wealth  of  every  fpecies  h’er  T  and  va!ue  of  her  lands,  her 
and  particularly\ePrrevenue  tto  T  ftrenSth'  ,her  "»val  power, 
has  occafioned  the  prefent  une-ifi  enf' ,nCC  whl<;h  ln  a.tnfllng  dcgrea 
are  matters  left  to  the  calculmi  aT  v”  and.theC’oloni«) 
arithmeticians  of  GZ  Bnfjl  ^  deC'f,on  0t  Politica/ 
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Considered  (oo,  that  America ,  from  Its  different  foils  and 
climates,  can  raife  perhaps  all  the  productions  of  othef 
countries  in  the  fame  latitudes :  which  being  remitted  in 
exchange  would  mod  of  them  be  rough  materials  for  Britain 
to  manufacture;  what  a  fund  of  wealth  and  power  will 
America  be  to  her !  Her  inhabitants,  of  every  denomination, 
by  finding  employment,  and  the  confequent  means  of  fub- 
fiftence,  will  greatly  encreafe  ;  and  her  trade  and  naviga¬ 
tion  be  in  proportion.  She  might  then  view  with  indiffe¬ 
rence  the  interdi&ion  of  her  trade  with  other  parts  of  the 
world;  though  (he  would  always  have  it  in  her  power, 
from  the  fuperiority  of  her  naval  force,  which  fuch  a  trade 
and  navigation  would  enable  her  to  fupport,  to  do  herfelf 
jufiice,  and  command  univerfal  refpeCt. 

Connected  with  her  Colonies,  (he  would  then  be  a  mighty- 
empire :  the  greated,  confiding  of  people  or  one  language, 
that  ever  exifted. 

If  thefe  obfervations  be  not  wholly  vifionary,  and  a  mere 
reverie,  they  podibly  may  not  be  unworthy  the  confederation 
of  Parliament :  whofe  wifdom  will  determine,  whether  any 
revenue  whatever,  even  thegreateft  that  America  could  pof- 
fibly  produce,  either  without  or  with  her  good  will,  would 
compenfate  the  lofs  of  fuch  wealth  and  power  ;  or  juftify 
meafures  that  had  the  lead  tendency  to  bring  them  into  ha¬ 
zard  :  or  whether  for  fuch  a  revenue  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  hazard  even  the  prefent  advantages,  refulting  to 
Great  Britain  from  an  union  and  harmony  with  her  Colonies., 
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Many  falfe  and  malicious  Afperlions 

CONTAINED 

In  certain  Letters  and  Memorials,  written  by  Governor 
Bernard,  General  Gage,  Commodore  Hood,  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  American  Board  of  Cuftoms,  and 
others,  and  by  them  refpectively  tranfmitted  to  the 
Britifh  Miniftry. 
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Reprinted  for  J.  Almon,  oppofite  Burlington-Houfe, 
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AT  a  Mating  of  the  Town  of  Boston, 
legally  ajjembled \  on  Wednefday  October  th 

f  irs  7dJhenAL  Ttinued  hy  ■Adjournment 
to  Wednefday  October  18,  1769. 

THE  following  Remarks,  upon  the 
Letters  written  by  Governor  Bernard, 
and  others,  were  ordered  to  be  publifhed  : 
and  the  Committee  were  directed  refpect- 

fo  'Vthe  S  f  a  Pfnt7  C°Py  of  the^me 

to  the  following  Gentlemen,  viz.  The 
o  nor  able  Col.  Ifaac  Barre,  Efq;  a  Mem- 
ber  of  Parliament ,  His  Excellency  Thomas 
W  E%  late  Governor  of  this  Province 
and  a  Member  of  Parliament;  Benjamin 

EfoEfqA  D°?°ri  °f  LaWS  ;  ^iniam 
dl  nf  f)  5  pgent  for  his  MaJefty’s  Coun- 
cil  of  this  Province;  Dennys  De  Berdt 

q;  Agent  for  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  and  Barlow  Trecotbick,  Efq-  Alder 

“er0f^rfL~ 


Atteil. 

William  Cooper,  Town-Clerk. 


JuJi  Publifoed , 

(Being  the  Papers  at  length  referred  to  in  this 

Appeal) 

LETTERS  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  from 
Governor  Bernard,  General  Gage,  Commo¬ 
dore  Hood,  the  CommiiEoners  of  the  Cuftoms  at  Bof- 
ton,  and  the  Council  of  Maffachufett’s  Bay  ;  contain¬ 
ing  their  whole  Correfpondence  with  the  Miniftry,  from 
the  beginning  of  January,  1768,  to  the  end  of  July, 

1769.  t. 

In  two  Parts,  Price  5  s.  6  d.  fewed.  Either  Part 

may  be  had  feparate. 

Printed  for  J.  Almon,  oppofite  Burlington-Houfe,  in 
Piccadilly. 

Of  whom  may  be  had, 

A  Collection  of  the  mod  Esteemed  Tracts, 
printed  in  England  and  America,  on  the  Subjects  of 
Taxing  the  American  Colonies,  and  Regulating  their 
Trade.  In  four  Volumes,  half-bound  and  lettered, 
Price  1  1.  4  s. 
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An  APPEAL,  &c. 

THE  town  of  Bofton  having  by  the  ge¬ 
nerous  care  of  William  Bollan, 
Eiq;  formerly  a  very  worthy  inhabitant  in 
it,  but  now  a  refident  in  London,  received 
authentick  copies  of  Letters,  Memorials,  &c. 
written  by  Governor  Bernard,  General  Gage, 
Commodore  Hood,  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  American  board  of  Cuftoms  and  o- 
thers,  and  laid  before  the  Parliament;  which 
contain  many  bafe  inunuations  and  virulent 
charges  of  an  high  nature  againft  the  town  : 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  a  legal 
town  meeting  affembled  for  the  purpofe, 
have  confidered  the  fame.  As  they  have 
not  yet  been  favoured  with  the  particular 
vouchers,  if  indeed  thefe  gentlemen  have 
produced  any  to  the  Miniftry  before  whom 
they  laid  their  accufations,  it  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  they  fhould  be  enabled  to  make  fo 
full  a  vindication  of  the  town  as  otherwife 
they  might :  they  have  however  endeavoured 
to  extract  from  thefe  writings,  fo  far  as  the 
town  is  concerned  in  them,  and  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  public  their  true  fpirit:  from  whence 
it  will  appear  how  feftlefs  Governor  Bernard 
and  his  aflociates  have  been  in  their  malicious 
intrigues  to  traduce  not  this  town  and  pro- 

B  vince. 


[  4  ] 

vince,  ulone,  but  the  whole  Britifli  American 
Continent. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 
dated  March  19th,  1768,  he  tells  his  Lord- 
fhip,  that  “  he  fees  fuch  an  oppofition  to  the 
Commiffioners  and  their  officers,  and  fuch 
a  defiance  to  the  authority  by  which  they 
are  appointed,  continually  growing,  that 
he  can  no  longer  excufe  his  informing  his 
Lordlhip  of  the  detail  of  fadts,  from  whence 
the  molt  dangerous  confenuences  are  to  be 

expended.” - It  is  obferveable  here,  how 

artfully  he  connects  an  oppofition  to  the 
Commiffioners  with  a  defiance  of  the  au- 

I 

thority  by  which  they  are  appointed  ;  and 
this  with  an  apparent  delign  to  reprefent  this 
town  as  difahedted  to  his  Majefty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  in  general,  than  which  nothing  can  be 
more  falfe  and  malicious.  That  the  people 
lhould  entertain  the  higheff  difguft  of  a 
hoard,  inftituted  to  fuperintend  a  revenue  to 
be  rais’d  from  them  without  their  con  fen  t, 
which  was  and  flill  is  exadted  with  the  ut- 
moft  rigor,  is  natural  ;  after  they  had  l'o 
loudly  as  well  as  juftly  complained  of  the 
revenue  itfelf,  as  depriving  them  of  the 
very  idea  of  liberty  :  but  it  cannot  be  faid 
with  the  leaft  appearance  of  truth  that  they 
fet  at  defiance  the  King’s  authority,  at  the 
very  time  when  they  were  adtuaily  yielding 
obedience  to  thofe  revenue  laws,  under  all  the 
hardships  of  them,  and  were  patiently 
waiting  for  the  happy  ifiue  of  their  jult 

complaints. 
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complanits,  and  their  humble  petitions  to 
their  Sovereign  for  the  redrefs  of  their 
grievances. — The  Commiffioners  had  how¬ 
ever  at  that  time  furely  no  reafonable  grounds 
to  expedt  any  injury  to  their  perfons  or  in¬ 
terruption  in  their  office  ;  for  they  had  been 
more  than  four  months  in  the  town  without 
the  lead  danger  of  this  kind,  although  they 
had  from  their  fird  arrival  difeovered  fuch 
an  arrogance  and  infolence  of  office,  as  led 
many  perfons  to  apprehend,  that  they  aimed 
at  nothing  lefs  than  provoking  the  people  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  intemperence  as  to  make 
an  appearance  of  it.  But  being  difappointed 
in  this,  mere  fhifts  and  pretenfions  are  to  be 
fought  after ;  and  accordingly  we  find  Mr. 
Bernard  beginning  his  “  detail''  to  his  Lord- 
fhip,  with  telling  him  there  had  been  “  fre¬ 
quent  reports  of  infurredtions  intended,  in 
which  it  had  been  f aid ,  the  houfes  of  one  or 
more  of  the  Commiffioners  were  to  be  pulled 
down.”  The  Governor,  it  is  to  be  oblerved, 
relies  much  upon  reports  in  his  letters  even  to 
Minifters  of  date,  while  lew  if  any  among 
us  ever  heard  of  fuch  reports  :  he  does  not 
fo  much  as  attempt  to  make  it  appear  to  his 
Lordfhip  that  thefe  frequent  reports  were 
brought  to  him  by  perfons  of  credit,  or  that 
they  were  well  grounded  ;  and  it  is  very 
much  to  be  quedioned,  whether  he  received 
his  intelligence  from  any  other  perfons,  but 
the  Commiffioners  themfelves,  their  depen¬ 
dents  and  expedtants,  the  number  of  whom 
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arc  encreafed  to  an  enormous  degree,  more 
than  fufficient  to  devour  the  whole  revenue, 
and  many  of  them  are  of  the  moft  aban¬ 
doned  characters. 

But  to  give  a  colouring  to  thefe  ideas  of 
an  inl'urredtion,  there  muft  be  fomething 
more  alledged  than'  barely  that  there  had 
been  frequent  reports  of  its  being  intended  ; 
and  therefore  his  Lordfhip  is  told  of  an  e- 
vent  which  in  fact  took  place  as  feme  few 
remember,  but  the  ftory  is  wrought  up  by 
the  Governor  with  ail  the  ftrokes  of  maf- 
terly  invention  to  ferve  the  purpofe.  “  A 
number  of  lads,  “  lays  he,  paraded  the 
town  with  a  drum  and  horn.”  And  what 
pofiible  harm  could  there  be  in  that  ?  Why 
among  other  houfes  “  they  parted  by  the 
Council-chamber  when  he  was  fitting  in 
Council and  did  they  ftop  to  inlult  the 
Governor  and  Council  ?  Such  a  circumftance 
would  doubtlefs  have  embeliifhed  his  Ex¬ 
cellency’s  narrative.  Their  palling  by  how¬ 
ever  carried  the  air  of  an  inlult,  though  in 
all  likelihood  the  unlucky  boys  might  not 
know  that  his  Excellency  was  there. — But 
they  had  “  affembled  before  Mr.  Paxton’s 
houfe,”  and  left  it  Ihould  be  forgot,  his 
Lordfhip  is  reminded  that  Mr.  Paxton  is 
“  a  CommiJJioncr .”  And  did  they  do  Mr. 
Paxton  the  Commlffmier  any  injury  ?  Yes 
truly  “  they  huzza’d,”  and  went  off. — Then 
they  “  inverted  Mr.  Burch’s  houfe,”  and  his 
Lordfhip  is  alfo  told,  that  Mr.  Burch  is 
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“  another  C ommiflioner,”  and  “  his  lady  and 
children  were  obliged  to  go  out  of  the  back 
door  to  avoid  the  danger  that  was  threats 
ened  j”  fo  that  they  were  not  threatened 
with  mifehie'f,  but  with  danger  only.  It 
has  been  ufual  for  the  Commiflioners  to  af- 
fedt  an  apprehenlion  of  danger  to  them- 
felves  and  their  families,  to  ferve  the  pur- 
pofes  they  had  in  view.  There  is  indeed 
no  accounting  for  the  real  fears  of  women 
and  children.  The  ladies  however  can 
fometimes  vie  with  their  hufbands  in  in¬ 
trigue,  and  are  thoroughly  verfed  in  the  art 
even  of  political  appearance.  And  it  is  laid 
that  all  are  politicians  in  this  country  :  whe¬ 
ther  this  lady,  whom  Gov.  Bernard  has 
politely  ufhered  into  the  view  of  the  public, 
really  thought  herfelf  in  danger  or  not,  it 
is  incumbent  on  him  to  fhow  that  there 
were  juft  grounds  for  her  apprehenfions, 
that  Mr.  Burch’s  houfe  was  in  fadt  “  in¬ 
verted,”  and  that  “  the  moft  dangerous 
confequences  were  to  be  expebted.”  The 
world  may  be  affured,  there  was  not  the 
leaft  appearance  of  this  kind  ;  and  yet,  thefe 
are  Mr.  Bernard’s  own  declarations  to  his 
Majefty’s  Minifters,  grounded  upon  vague 
and  idle  reports,  beneath  one  of  his  rank 
and  lrtation  to  take  any  notice  of,  and  ef- 
pecially  with  a  delign  to  mifreprefent.  He 
expeefles  a  furprize,  and  furely  he  muft 
counterfeit  it,  that  this  matter  of  “  the 
parade  with  the  drum  and  horn,”  was  af¬ 
ter 
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ter  all  treated  as  tbediverfion  of  a  few  boys, 
as  it  is  hill  thought  to  have  been  by  all 
who  can  remember  fo  trifling  an  occurrence, 
except  the  Governor  and  his  adherents — the 
diveriion  of  a  few  innocent ,  though  perhaps 
vulgar  boys,  who  neither  did  nor  intended 
to  do  the  leaf!  harm  to  them  or  any  other 
perfons,  nor  were  they  able  to  effect  it,  if 
they  had  fuch  a  defign.  But  after  this, 
lays  Mr.  Bernard,  “  it  was  reported ,  that 
the  infurreBton  was  poftponed  till  the  18th 
oi  March” — I  he  idea  is  ftill  kept  up  of  a 
aejigned  infurreftion,  how  elfe  could  it  be 
poftponed  ?  and  “  two  perfons,  fays  he,  one 
of  them  Mr.  Paxton,  a  CommiJJioner ,  were 
mentioned  as  devoted  to  the  relentment  of 
the  mob.  It  is  ftrange  that  no  perfons 
Ihould  have  heard  of  all  this  but  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  his  informers ;  for  he  tells  his 
Lordihip,  that  he  “  took  all  the  pains  he 
could  to  difeover  the  truth  of  this  report” ; 
and  “  on  the  very  day  before,  he  fpoke 
with  the  moft  knowing  men  he  could  pro¬ 
cure”,  who  had  heard  nothing  about  the 
matter.  At  length,  however,  “  late  in  the 
evening,  he  had  certain  advice  that  effigies 
were  prepared,  but  it  was  too  late  to  do 
any  thing,  and — his  information  was  of 
that  nature,  he  could  not  make  ufe  of  it  in 
publicft  To  ind  uce  his  Lordihip  however 
to  believe  that  the  reports  of  the  infurredlion, 
which  was  poftponed  to  the  j  8th  of  March, 
with  every  circumftance  as  juft  now  related, 
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were  well  grounded,  he  tells  him,  as  if  it 
was  deligncd  to  be  the  prelude  to  the 
whole,  that  “  early  in  the  morning  the 
Sheriffinformed  him  that  the  effigies  of  Mr. 
Paxton  and  Mr.  Williams  were  in  truth 
hanging  upon  liberty-tree”  ! — There  was  in 
the  time  of  it,  a  ftrong  fufpicion  in  the 
minds  of  many,  that  thefe  effigies  were 
hung  up  by  fom z  particular  perfons  on  that 
day  (which  was  to  be  obferved  as  a  day  of 
Feftivity),  with  a  delign  to  give  a  colouring 
to  juft  l'uch  a  reprefentation  as  Gov.  Eernard 
now  makes. — There  are  perfons  here  capa¬ 
ble  of  playing  fuch  a  game  ;  and  there  are 
fome  circumftances  which  make  it  appear 
that  fuch  a  fulpicion  was  not  groundlefs. 
Particularly  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard’s  neglecting  to  give  orders 
to  prevent  their  being  hung  up  after  he  cer¬ 
tainly  knew  it  was  intended;  and  that  he 
fhould  pretend  it  was  too  late  the  evening 
before;  but  elpecially,  his  not  chuling  to 
make  ufe  of  his  information,  or  it  may  ra¬ 
ther  be  fuppofed  his  informants  name  in 
public,  unlefs  it  was  through  fear  of  difco- 
vering  the  plot,  is  dark  and  unaccountable — 
If  there  was  a  delign  of  this  nature,  it  muft 
have  been  truly  mortifying  to  thole  who 
were  in  the  lecret,  that  the  delign  was  fo 
foon  fruftrated :  for  before  the  Governor 
could  meet  his  council,  which  he  had  pru¬ 
dently  “  the  day  before  lummoned  to  meet,” 
and  while  he  was  “  lending  round  to  get 
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them  together  as  foon  as  poffible  it  might 
be  ;  amidft  all  thefe  careful  preparations,  the 
effigies,  fays  the  Governor,  “  were  taken 
down  by  tome  of  the  neighbours  without  op¬ 
position”  !  Their  being  thus,  perhaps  unex¬ 
pectedly,  taken  down,  is  fufficient  to  evince 
the  good  aifpofition  of  the  inhabitants  in 
general  :  that  ' They  were  not  in  the  plan  of 
an  infurredion,  whoever  elj'e  might  be ,  and  that 
the  Governor  therefore  might  with  fafety,  if 
he  had  been  fo  inclined ,  make  ufe  of  his  infor¬ 
mation  in  public. — it  might  poffibly  indeed 
have  totally  overthrown  his  defign  in  writ¬ 
ing  this  very  letter  to  his  Lordffiip. 

But  the  beft  improvement  is  to  be  made 
of  every  appearance  :  accordingly  the  Go¬ 
vernor  haftens  to  his  Council,  who  were 
then  met,  agreeable  to  his  appointment  the 
day  before,  and  there  he  tells  his  Lordffiip, 
he  “  fet  forth  in  ftrong  terms  the  atrociouf-  • 
nefs  of  this  infult ;  the  danger  of  its  being 
followed  by  adual  violence,  and  the  necef- 
fity  there  was  of  providing  for  the  peace  of  the 
town"  However  atrocious  the  infult  might 
be,  where  could  be  the  danger  of  its  being 
followed  by  adual  violence,  when  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  themielves  had  taken  down 
the  effigies,  with  at  lead  the  tacit  confent  of 
the  whole  community ;  for  it  was  done  with¬ 
out  theoppolition  expeded,  perhaps  hoped  for : 
and  whaVneceffity  of  providing  for  the  peace 
of  the  town,  when  the  people  already  dis¬ 
covered  fo  peaceable  a  difpohtion.  It  would 

doubt- 
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oouhclefs  have  pleafed  the  Governor  well, 
if  his  Council  had  adviled  to  fome  fever? 
meafures ;  Inch  as  might  have  afforded  a 
fhmGi  foundation  for  him  to  have  repreien— 
ted  tne  town  as  upon  the  eve  of  an  infur- 
redden,  than  groundlefs  reports  or  infor¬ 
mations,  from  nis  own  pimps,  which  it 
was  not  prudent  for  him  to  make  ufe  of  in 
public.  But  “  all  he  could  fay”  to  that  pur- 
pofe  though  he  drove  hard  for  it,  c<  made 
no  impreffion  on  the  Council They,  fays 
o,  perfevered  in  treating  the  affair  as  of 
no  confequence,”  as  well  they  might;  for 
it  is  queliionable  after  all,  whether  there  was 
the  lead  apprehenfion  then  of  any  Com¬ 
motion  even  in  the  mind  of  the  Governor 
himfelf,  whatever  were  his  pretenfions.  The 
Commiffioners  however  took  this  opportu¬ 
nity  “  of  fetting  forth  the  danger  they  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  anu  the  Governor,  very  rea¬ 
dily  no  doubt,  took  the  occafion  to  acquaint 
the  King’s  Mini der,  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  the  Commiffioners,  €€  dejiriw* 
the  prGtcEiiG?i  of  the  Government' \  ^ 

Mr.  Lernaid  proceeus  in  his  narrative, 
and  entertains  his  Lcrdfhip  with  a  very 
minute  account  of  the  celebration  of  the 
anniverfary  of  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp- Adi; 
and  "  the  terrible  night  it  produced” — to 
Mi.  Burch,  Gne  of  the  CommiJjioners>  and  his 
lady  and  children  who  had  moved  to  his 
houfe  for  fafety  j — <<  to  the  lieutenant  Go- 
vemoi  and  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  who 

v-  were 
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were  alfo  with  him  j”  and  in  fine  to  all 
“  thofe  who  thought  themfelves  objedts  of 
tiie  popular  fury.’'  It  may  be  here  obferved 
as  in  general  true,  that  no  man  has  reafon 
to  fear  the  popular  fury,  but  he  who  is 
confcious  to  himfelf  of  having  done  that 
which  has  expos’d  him  to  their  juftrefent- 
ment  —  The  Governor  htmlelf  owns,  that 
“  the  feledtmen  of  the  town”  and  “  fome 
others”,  and  even  the  gentlemen  who  dined, 
at  two  taverns  near  the  town-houfe,  upon 
the  occafion  of  the  day,  “  took  great  pains 
that  the  feftivity  fhould  not  produce  a 
riot.”  There  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  this 
was  mentioned  for  the  fake  of  giving  a 
credit  to  any  of  thofe  gentlemen,  but  rather 
to  infinuate  that  the  people  were  fo  out- 
rageoufly  difpofed  as  that  they  could  not  be 
reltrained  even  by  their  own  Leaders ;  lor 
mo  ft  of  thofe  whom  the  Governor  has 
honoured  with  that  character  were  prefent. 
The  truth  is,  none  of  them  were  appre- 
henfive  that  their  feftivity  would  produce  a 
riot  j  but  they  were  careful  to  prevent  the 
lighting  a  Bonfire,  becauie  the  Governor . 
had  conftantly  reprefented  that  as  “  tne  u- 
fual  fignal  for  a  mob;”  and  the  joys  of  the 
evening  among  the  lower  fort,  wnich  how¬ 
ever  innocent  are  iometimes  noify,  would  of 
courfe  be  reprefented  as  riotous.  And  thus 
he  did  in  fadt  reprefent  it  to  his  Lord  imp  ; 
for  he  tells  him,  that  “  many  hundreds  of 
people  of  all  kinds,  foxes,  and  ages,  para- 
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ded  the  ftreets  with  yells  and  outcries”- - - 

That  they  fC  inverted  Mr.  Williams’s 

houfe” - That  “  at  two  different  times 

about  midnight  they  made  outcries  about 
Mr.  Paxton's  houfe.”  And  tho’  after  all, 
he  owns  it  was  “  out  of  mere  wantonnefs”, 
yet  he  fays  the  whole  made  it  a  terrible 
night.”  This  is  painting  indeed,  much  be¬ 
yond  the  life  :  but  Mr.  Bernard  has  the  art 
in  perfection.  He  could  not  however  per- 
fwade  even  General  Gage,  to  give  it  fuch  a 
colouring  ;  for  the  General  in  his  letter  to 
Lord  Hillfborough,  dated  Bofton  the  3ift 
of  Odtober,  1768,  tells  his  Lordfhip  quite 
otherwife ;  and  that  “  according  to  the  heft 
information  he  had  been  able  to  procure, 
the  difturbance  in  March  (which  was  this 
very  inftance)  far  from  being  “  terrible  as 
the  Governor  reprefents  it,  was  in  truth 
**  trifling.”  This  being  the  account  given 
by  one  of  the  principal  fervants  of  the 
Crown  in  America,  and  who  has  difeovered 
himfelf  far  from  being  partial  in  favour  of 
the  town,  it  is  needlefs  to  add  any  thing 
further  on  this  head — Trifling  as  indeed  this 
“  difturbance”  was,  fuch  improvements 
were  made  of  it  by  Gov.  Bernard  and  o- 
tb  ers,  that  it  occafioned  the  ordering  two 
regiments  from  Halifax  to  this  town,  for  a 
purpofe  for  which  the  military  power  was 
certainly  never  deligned  ;  a  very  dangerous 
purpofe,  and  abhorrent  to  the  Britiih  con- 
rtitution  and  the  fpirit  of  a  free  govern- 

C  2  ment. 
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mcnt,  namely  to  fupport  the  civil  autho¬ 
rity — A  meafure  which  hascaufed  continual 
terror  to  his  Majefty’s  peaceable  fubjedts 
here,  and  has  been  productive  of  more  dif- 
turbance  and  confufion  than  has  been  known 
in  the  memory  of  any  now  living,  or  than 
is  recorded  by  any  niilorian,  even  the  mod: 
partia'  againft  this  country. 

We  fhall  now  take  notice  of  Governor 
Berna'd’s  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough, 
dated  Bolton,  |une  i  I,  1768,  wherein  he 
gives  his  Lordlhip  an  account  “  of  a  great 
riot  that  happened  in  this  town  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening.”  And  it  mult  be  confelTed 
there  was  a  riot  on  that  evening,  which  is 
by  no  means  to  be  j uftified .  It  was  how¬ 
ever  far  from  being  fo  great  an  one  as  the 
Governor  reprefents  it  to  be. — The  collec¬ 
tor  and  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms  indeed 
reprelent  it  as  a  ‘  numerous  mob,”  but 
they  being  particularly  interefted,  their 

fears  might  deceive  them. - It  was  not  a 

numerous  mob  ;  nor  was  it  of  long  con¬ 
tinuance,  neither  was  there  much  mifehief 
done.  It  was  occalioned  by  the  unprece¬ 
dented  and  unlawful  manner  of  feizing  a 
veffel  by  the  collector  and  comptroller  :  and 
confidering  their  illegal  proceedings  in  ma¬ 
king  the  feizure,  attended  with  the  mold 
irritating  circum dances  which  occationed 
this  mob— -the  intolerably  haughty  beha¬ 
viour  which  the  Commiffioners  who  or¬ 
dered  this  feizure,  had  conftantly  before 

difeovered 
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difcovered  towards  the  people — the  frequent 
threats  which  had  been  given  out,  that  the 
town  fhould  be  put  under  a  military  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  armed  force  actually  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  prelude  to  it,  it  cannot  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  that  in  a  populous  town,  fuch 
high  provocations,  and  the  hidden  exertion 
oi  lawlels  power,  fhould  excite  the  refent- 
ment  of  fome  perlons  beyond  the  bounds 
of  reafon,  and  carry  them  into  cxcefs. — 
We  cannot  ftate  the  circumstances  of  this 
affair  with  greater  impartiality,  than  by 
reciting  the  fentiments  of  his  Ma  jelly's 
Council  after  two  days  enquiry  and  consi¬ 
deration,  in  their  own  expreliions,  viz. 

“  HIS  Excellency  having  laid  before  the 
Board  a  reprefentation  of  fome  tranfa&ions 
relating  to,  and  in  confequence  of  the  dis¬ 
orders  in  the  town  of  Bofton  on  the  evening 
of  the  10th  of  June  laft,  the  Board  think  it 
necefiary  in  jujtice  to  the  town  and  province, 
and  in  vindication  of  themfelves,  to  make* 
fome  obfervations  thereon,  and  to  give  a 
fuller  reprefentation  than  is  contained  in  the 
paper  laid  before  the  Board. 

“  With  regard  to  the  faid  diforders,  it  is 
to  be  obferved  that  they  were  occafioned  by 
the  making  a  feizure  (in  a  manner  unpre¬ 
cedented)  in  the  town  of  Bofton  on  the 
laid  loth  of  June,  a  little  before  funfet, 
when  a  vcfiel  was  leized  by  leveral  of  the 
officers  of  the  cuftoms ;  and  immediately 
tinCi,  on  a  ftgnal  given  by  one  of  faid 

officers. 
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officers,  in  confequence  of  a  preconcerted 
plan,  fevera!  armed  boats  from  the  Romney 
man  of  war  took  pofleffion  of  her,  cut  her 
fails,  and  carried  her  from  the  wharf  where 
file  lay,  into  the  harbour,  along  fide  the 
Romney  ;  which  occafioned  a  number  of 
people  to  be  collected,  fome  of  whom,  from 
the  violence  and  unprecedentednefs  of  the 
procedure  with  regard  to  the  taking  away 
of  the  laid  veflel,  and  the  reflection  thereby 
implied  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
as  difpofed  to  refcue  any  feizure  that  might 
be  made,  took  occafion  to  infult  and  abufe 
the  faid  officers,  and  afterwards  to  break 
fome  of  the  windows  of  their  dwelling- 
houfes,  and  to  commit  other  diforders. 
Now,  though  the  Board  have  the  utmoft 
abhorrence  of  all  fuch  dilorderly  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  would  by  no  means  attempt  to 
juftify  them,  they  are  obliged  to  mention 
the  occafion  of  them,  in  order  to  fhew,  that 
however  culpable  the  faid  diforderly  per- 
fons  were,  the  officers  who  feized,  or  thofe 
by  whole  orders  fuch  unul'ual  and  violent 
meafures  as  were  purfued  in  feizing  and  tak¬ 
ing  away  the  faid  veflel,  were  not  faultlefs  :  it 
being  highly  probable  that  no  fuch  difor¬ 
ders  would  have  been  committed,  if  the 
veflel  had  not  been  with  an  armed  force, 
and  with  many  circumftances  of  infult  and 
threats,  carried  away  from  the  wharf.” 

The  Council  further  fay,  “  with  regard 
to  what  happened  on  the  10th  of  June,  it 

feemS 
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feems  to  have  fprung  wholly  from  the  per- 
fons  who  complain  of  it,  by  the  plan  laid 
and  the  orders  given  for  making  the  leizure 
aforefaid,  and  carrying  it  away  by  an  armed 
force.  Which  circumftances,  together  with 
the  time  of  day  of  feizing  the  velfel,  makes 
it  feem  probable,  that  an  uproar  was  hoped 
for  and  intended  to  be  occaiioned  by  the 
manner  of  proceeding  in  making  the 
feizure.” 

From  this  impartial  Hate  of  the  matter, 
it  muft  evidently  appear  to  every  candid 
mind,  that  the  oppoiition  was  made,  not 
at  all  to  the  feizing  of  the  velTel  by  the 
officers  of  the  cuftoms,  but  wholly  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  fecured ;  and  that 
if  it  had  been  done  in  the  ufual  manner,  as 
the  Council  afterwards  fay,  “  it  would 
have  remained  fecure  in  the  hands  of  the 
officers” — This  correfponds  with  the  Com- 
miffioners  own  account ;  for  they  fay  in 
their  letter  to  Governor  Bernard,  June  12, 
that  they  received  a  verbal  meffage  from  the 
people  to  the  following  puipofe,  “  that  if 
the  Hoop  feized  was  bro’t  back  to  Mr.  Han¬ 
cock’s  wharf,  upon  fecurity  given  to  an- 
fwer  the  profecution,  the  town  might  be 
kept  quiet.”  But  this  pacific  propofal,  tho’ 
brought  to  them  as  they  acknowledge  “  by 
a  perlon  of  credit,”  they  exprelly  declare 
“  appeared  to  them  as  a  menace ,”  and  it 
was  in  fadt  one  of  their  very  reafons  for 
requefting  the  Governor  to  give  directions 

that 
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that  they  might  he  received  into  the  caflle 
for  protedtioir — So  totally  regardlefs  were 
they  of  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  fo 
exceffively  fond  of  being  thought  by  others 
as  important  as  they  fancied  themfelves  to 
be,  that  when  this  reafonable  and  timely 
propofal  was  brought  to  them  even  by  a 
perion  of  credit  in  their  even  efteem,  they 
haughtily  replied,  that  “  they  gave  no  an- 
fwers  to  verbal  meffages,”  which  plainly 
indicated  either  a  wantonnefs  of  power  in 
them  beyond  all  bounds,  or  the  hopes  if  not 
the  intentions  of  a  further  uproar. — • 

Governor  Bernard  tells  his  Lordlhip,  that 
this  riot  “  had  very  bad  confequences,” 
which  is  undoubtedly  true  :  the  exaggerated 
accounts  which  he  and  the  Commiffioners 
gave  of  it  to  the  Miniftry,  and  their  taking 
occalion  to  reprefent  the  town  itfelf  as  in  a 
ftate  of  difobedience  to  all  law  and  autho¬ 
rity,  and  indeed  the  whole  continent  as 
ripe  for  a  revolt,  were  attended  with  the 
word:  of  confequences  to  the  town.  The 
Commiffioners  fay  in  plain  terms,  that  “  there 
had  been  a  long  and  extenfive  plan  of  refiftance 
to  the  authority  of  Great-Britain,”  and 
that  “  the  feizure  referred  to  “  had  hardened 
the  people  of  Bofton  to  the  Commiffion  of 
abtual  violence  fooner  than  was  intended.” 
Such  inflammatory  reprefentations  asthefehad 
the  effects  which  they  had  long  whlied-for  ; 
and  induced  the  Miniftry  to  order  two  other 
regiments  to  this  town ;  the  confequence 
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of  which,  if  they  or  any  of  them  are  con¬ 
tinued,  it  is  to  be  feared,  far  from  reconcil¬ 
ing  the  people  to  the  prefent  meafures  of 
administration,  will  only  increafe  their  dis¬ 
content,  and  even  alienate  their  affections. 

The  Governor  in  the  poftfcript  to  his 
letter,  June  13,  mentions  his  having 
intelligence  from  the  Commiffioners  of 
fome  particulars ,  from  whence  they  concluded , 
that  they  were  immediately  expofed  to 
further  violences,  and  defired  protection  at 
the  caftle. —  this  intelligence  is  contained 
m  their  letter  of  June  12,  juft  now  mentioned, 
wherein  they  take  upon  themfelves  to 
charge  the  Government  with  having  ufed 
no  meafures  for  fecuring  the  peace  of  the 
town,  alledging  in  general  terms  that 
<c  there  was  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  expert 
further  violences’*.  And  they  further  fay, 
that  his  Excellency  himfelf  had  acquaint¬ 
ed  them  that  Bojlon  was  no  place  of  fcifety  for 
them Here  we  fee  that  the  intelligence 
which  the  Governor  reprefents  to  his  Lord- 
fhip  as  having  been  received  by  him  from 
the  Commiffioners,  he  firft  communicated 
to  them  ;  and  thereupon  they  grounded  their 
pretended  fears  in  their  letter  to  him ,  and 
defire  the  protection  of  the  Government. 
This  is  all  of  a  piece,  and  may  ferve  to 
explain  th z  frequent  rumours  of  an  infiirreCt- 
ion,  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  and 
from  what  quarter  thefe  frequent  rumours 
came.  It  fhows  the  combination,  and  the 
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lettled  defign,  ot  the  Governor  and  the 
Commiffioners,  to  blacken  the  character  of 
the  town ;  and  how  dextroufly  they  can 
play  into  each  others  hands —  The  Governor 
the  next  day,  June  13,  wrote  to  the  Com- 
miffioners,  and  acquainted  them,  that 
“  having  communicated  their  letter  of  the 
12th  to  the  Council,  they  defired  him  to 
inform  them,  that  during  thq  fitting  of  the 
Council  on  faturday  morning,  there  was  no 
reafon  at  all  given  to  expect  further  violences, 
and  that' there  was  no  apprehenfion  either 
in  the  Governor  or  the  Council  of  an  im¬ 
mediate  danger/’  It  is  incumbent  on  the 
Governor,  or  his  friend,  if  he  has  any ,  to 
reconcile  this  with  what  he  had  before  told 
the  Commiffioners,  “  that  Bofton  was  no 
place  of  fafety  for  them”.  It  feems  Gov. 
Bernard  was  perpetually  teizing  the  Council 
with  the  Commiffioners  vague  reports  of 
an  infurredion,  and  of  the  danger  they 
were  in ;  and  indeed  it  appears  to  be  the 
main  point  in  view  to  perfwade  the  Council 
if  poffible  into  a  belief  of  it,  or  if  not,  to 
form  a  complaint  to  the  Miniftry,  that  they 
were  negligent  of  their  duty  in  not  adviling 
to  proper  meafures  for  the  protection  of 
the  Commiffioners ;  and  from  thence  to 
enforce  a  neceffity  of  military  force  to  re- 
ftore  and  lupport  Government  in  Bofton — 
Why  did  he  not  lay  before  the  Council  the 
particulars ,  which  he  tells  his  Lordfhip  he 
had  received  from  the  Commiffioners,  from 

whence 


whence  they  concluded  that  the)'  were  ex¬ 
posed  to  further  violences  ?  This  we  bear 
nothing  of;  perhaps  the  intelligence,  like 
that  which  he  mentions  in  a  former  letter, 
“  was  of  Inch  a  nature  that  he  could  not 
make  ufe  of  it  in  publick.”  He  indeed 
tells  the  Commifiioners,  that  “  he  had  in¬ 
formed  the  Council  of  their  prefent  ap- 
prehenfions  of  further  violences,  and  that 
they  were  then  taking  the  fame  into  con¬ 
fideration.” —  But  he  fhould  have  fairly 
reprefented  this  matter  to  the  Commifiioners, 
and  told  them  that  the  .Council  had  already 
taken  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  come 
to  a  conclufion,  as  in  fadt  they  had  ;  for 
by  their  own  minutes  we  find,  that  “  the 
matter  being  fully  debated ',  it  appeared  to 
the  Board,  that  there  was  no  immediate 
danger  of  frefii  difiurbances.”  They  at 
the  fame  time  advifed  that  the  matter  fhould 
be  laid  before  the  General  Court  then  fit¬ 
ting,  and  poftponed  the  confideration  of  it 
by  them,  as  of  Council  to  the  Governor,  till 
the  effedt  of  fuch  a  propofol  fhould  be 
known*  All  this  the  Governor  knew;  how 
then  could  he  coniiftently  fay  that  they  were 
the?:  taking  it  into  confideration.  He  tells 
Lord  Hillfborough,  that  “  he  was  againffc 
the  bufineis  being  laid  before  the  General 
Court,  but  was  obliged  to  give  it  up”;  and 
that  “  he  had  many  objections  to  the  mea- 
fure.  He  knew  very  well  that  the  drawing 
this  matter  into  open  day-light,  would 
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effectually  defeat  his  defign  ;  and  that  the 
intention  of  bringing  the  Council,  if  poffi- 
blc,  to  join  with  the  Governor  in  requiring 
the  military  force,  o:  actuling  them  of 
negligence  in  a  they  did  not,  would 
thereby  be  entirely  fruitrated. — The  remov¬ 
ing  the  bufinefs  to  the  General  Court,  he 
tells  his  Lordlhip,  was  however,  upon  one 
confederation,  not  “  entirely  to  his  diffatif- 
fadtion  ;”  for  he  fays,  it  was  then  in  a  great 
meafure  “  taken  out  of  his  hands”;  and  he 
concludes,  that  “  as  he  cannot  condudt  this 
bufinefs  as  it  ought  to  be,”  or  rather  as  he 
chofe  it  fliould  be,  “  it  may  be  belt  for  him 
to  have  but  little  hand  in  it,”- — It  may  not 
be  amifs  here  to  recite  the  declaration  of 
his  Majefty’s  Council  at  a  full  Board  on  the 
29'h  of  July,  fix  weeks  after  the  Com- 
mnfioners  voluntary  exile  to  the  cafile,  in 
confequence  of  thefe  pretended  apprehenfions 
of  further  violences.  The  Council  fay, 
“  the  Commiffioners  were  not  obliged  to 
quit  the  town  ;  there  never  had  been  any 
infuit  offered  to  them;  their  quitting  the 
town  was  a  voluntary  abt  of  their  own  ;  we 
do  not  apprehend  there  was  any  fufficient 
ground  for  their  quitting  it;  and,  when 
they  had  quitted  it,  and  were  at  the  cattle, 
there  was  no  occaiion  for  men  of  war  to 
protedt  them.”  Such  an  authority,  will, 
no  doubt,  be  deemed  fufficient  to  vindicate 
the  town  from  this  afperfion ;  efpecially, 
as  the  Council  had  then  had  time  cooly  to 

reccl- 
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recoiled  the  matter  :  as  they  had  born  their 
full  teftimony  againft  the  diforders,  and 
taken  every  Hep  which  belonged  to  their 
department,  to  bring  the  offenders  to  con¬ 
dign  punifhment :  but  more  efpecially,  as 
that  very  Board  had  always  before  fupported 
the  Governor’s  meafures  to  the  utmoft  ex¬ 
tent  that  their  confciences  would  allow,  and 
many  times  againft  the  general  fentiments 
of  the  people,  for  which  they  had  gained 
the  Governor’s  applaufe,  and  his  particular 
recommendations  to  his  Majefty’s  minifter; 
and  he  himfelf  could  at  this  time  have  no 
other  exception  to  any  part  of  their  condud, 
but  their  opposition  to  his  favorite  plan,  to 
introduce  a  military  Government  into  the 
town,  without  the  leaft  colour  of  neceffity, 
and  thereby  to  break  thro’  the  mounds,  and 

tear  up  the  very  foundation  of  the  civil 
conftitution. 

The  Governor  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Hills¬ 
borough  of  the  14th  of  June,  being  re- 
folved  to  give  his  Lordfhip  an  exad  detail 
of  every  occurrence  “  from  whence  the 
moft  dangerous  confequences  are  to  be 
expedc-d,”  takes  occafion  to  mention  “  a 
paper  duck  up  on  Liberty  7'ree,”  this  paper, 
he  had  laid  in  his  letter  of  the  13th,  con¬ 
tained  “  an  invitation  of  the  fons  of  li¬ 
berty  to  meet  at  fix  o’clock  to  clear  the  land 
of  tiie  vermin  which  were  come  to  devour 
them.  A  very  innocent,  if  not  a  laudable 
propofal,  ior  winch  the  country  Should  think 
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itfelf  obliged  to  them,  to  be  fure,  if  they 
could  have  effected  their  defign.  But  in  this 
letter  it  is  called  “■  a  violent  and  virulent 
invitation  to  rife  that  night  to  clear  the  coun¬ 
try  of  the  Commiffioners  and  their  officers, 
to  avenge  themfelves  of  the  Cuftom-houfe 
officers,  and  put  one  of  them  to  death  ?” 
And,  Bill  more  alarming,  “  there  were  alfo 
fome  indecent  threats  again  ft  the  Gover¬ 
nor  !  ’  Could  the  Governor  think,  that  by 
the  vermin  that  were  come  to  devour  the 
land,  they  meant  his  Excellency  and  the 
Commiffioners?  But  perhaps  the  mind  of 
the  Sheriff-  who  brought  this  information  to 
the  Governor,  was  fomewhat  agitated  with 
the  fears  of  an  infurreftion  ;  and  moreover, 
we  may  prefume,  that  he  had  not  feen  the 
paper  himfelf,  but  took  it  from  reports  in 
conformity  tp  the  example  of  the  Governor, 
who  believed,  or  pretended  to  believe ,  every 
word  of  it,  till  he  had  the  mortifying  fight 
of  the  true  contents  of  this  very  important 
paper ;  of  which  the  following,  as  he  him- 
lelf  at  length  teils  his  Lordftup,  is  “  an  ex- 
aft  copy,”  viz.  Bofton,  June  13,  1768.  The 
fons  of  liberty  requeft  all  thole,  who,  in 
this  time  of  oppreffion  and  diftraftion,  with 
well  to,  and  would  promote  the  peace,  good 
order  and  lecurity  of  the  Town  and  Pro¬ 
vince,  to  aflemble  at  Liberty  Hall,  under 
Liberty  Tree,  on  Tuefday,  the  iqthinftant, 

at  ten  o’clock  precifely. - It  might  have 

been  fuppofed  that  fo  harmlels  a  thing  would 

have 
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have  given  offence  to  none.  In  the  fir  ft 
place,  the  mutters  alledged  in  it  were  con— 
refiedly  true :  that  this  was  a  time  of  op- 
preffion,  the  people  all  felt :  that  it  was  a 
time  of  didradtion,  the  Governor  and  the 
Commiffioners  loudly  proclaimed  :  a  defio-n 
then,  at  fuch  a  time,  to  promote  the  peace, 
good  oider,  and  fecurity  of  the  town,  was 
at  lead;  unexceptionable.  But  the  Governor 
complains,  that  “  it  was  not  confidered  as 
an  implication  of  danger  ftrange  would 
it  have  been  indeed,  if  fo  faiutary  a  propo- 
fal  as  the  promoting  the  peace,  good  order, 
and  fecurity  of  the  town,  had  been  thus  con- 
lidered.  “  Neither,  fays  he,  was  the  im¬ 
propriety  of  the  fons  of  liberty  appointing  a 
meeting  to  fecure  the  peace  of  the  Town, 
when  the  Governor  and  Council  were  fitting 
upon  that  bufinefs,  and  feemly  to  little  pu r- 
pofe,  taken  much  notice  of.”  But  furely,  if 
the  Governor  and  Council  could  be  fuppofed 
to  befitting  upon  fuch  bufinefs ,  at  fuch  a  time, 
and feemingly  to  little  purpofe,  there  could  be 
no  great  impropriety  in  other  peoples  under¬ 
taking  it.  But  without  adopting  by  any 
means  the  tneafure,  is  not  here  a  drikinc; 
inftance  of  the  difpofition  of  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard,  and  fome  others,  to  receive  with  the  ' 
greated  avidity  the  mod  aggravated  accounts 
of  every  trifling  occurrence  that  has  happen- 

i?n<i  wltilout  any  enquiry,  to  paint  them 
to  the  Mini  dry  in  the  deeped  colours  !  Be¬ 
hold  a  meeting,  the  pro  felled  deiign  of 

which 
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which  was  to  promote  the  peace,  good  or¬ 
der,  and  fecurityof  the  Town,  and  that  in 
open  day-light,  reprefented  to  the  King’s 
Minifter  as  a  meeting  defigned  to  be  held  at 
fix  o’clock,  near  fun-fet,  in  one  letter  ;  and 
in  another  the  next  day,  “  a  moft  violent 
and  virulent  invitation  to  mje  that  night  !  and 
clear  the  country  of  the  Commiffioners, 


threaten  the  Governor,  and  commit  mur¬ 
der  !”  In  confequence  of  which  he  tells  the 
Council,  there  is  “  no  time  to  enquire  into 
the  particulars  of  the  former  riot.  They 
are  to  be  hurried  to  meafures  to  provide  for 
the  peace  of  the  Town  ;  and  to  prevent 

“  new  difturbances  premeditated”  and  “im¬ 
mediately  threatened  and  his  Lordfhip  is 
to  be  forthwith  informed  of  it.-— Certainly 
every  candid  perfon  will  from  hence  be  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  all  that  Governor  Bernard 
relates  to  the  prejudice  of  this  Town,  or 
any  particular  perfons,  with  great  difere- 

ti°n. 

His  letter  of  the  16th  of  June,  for  hefeem- 
ed  to  be  aim  oft  everyday  employedin  writing 
his  “  detail”  of  common  reports,  gives  the  earl 
of  Hillfborough  an  account  of  “  the  meeting 
at  Liberty  Tree,  in  purfuance  of  the  printed 
notice.”  And,  after  entertaining  his  Lordfhip 
with  a  particular,  tho  awkard  and  incon- 
fiftent  defeription  of  the  Tree,  the  va. 
heighth  of  the  flag-ftaff,  and  the  defign  of 
hoifting  the  flag,  namely,  “  for  a  lignal,’ 
which  to  be  fure  muft  be  a  diicovery  quite 
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Hew  to  his  Lordfhip,  he  proceeds  to  fay ; 
that,  “  at  lead:  4000  men  aflembled,”  that 
“  the  principal  gentlemen  attended  to  en¬ 
gage  the  lower  people  to  concur  in  meafures 
for  peace  and  quiet,”  which  was  the  pro- 
feffed  end  of  their  meeting — that  €t  one  of 
the  felectmen  was  chofen  moderator  or  chair¬ 
man” — that  “  they  adjourn’d  to  the  Town 
Hall”  for  the  accommodation  of  fo  large  a 
number.  And  there  it  being  “  objected 
that  they  were  not  a  legal  meeting”  they 
“  adjourned  to  the  afternoon,”  he  fhould 
have  faid,  broke  up  ;  and  the  feleCtmen  in- 
Pcead  of  ‘c  legalizing  the  aflembly,”  as  it  is 
oddly  exprelled,  called  a  Town-meeting, 
agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  law,  to 
meet  in  the  afternoon.  All  this  was  cer¬ 
tainly  an  innocent  proceeding,  and  the  Go¬ 
vernor  himfelf,  it  is  prefumed,  did  not 
think  otherwife,  for  it  happens  for  once, 
that  he  makes  no  particular  remarks  upon 
it;  and  if  it  fhould  be  faid  of  them,  that 
they  met  feemingly  to  little  purpofe,  itmightbe 
faid  truly  enough  ;  but  it  is  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  another  affembly,  with  their 
chairman  at  their  head,  if  the  Governor’s  In- 
dicrous  account  of  the  meeting  of  that  ve¬ 
ry  refpedtable  body  could  be  credited, 
might  in  that  refpedt  keep  them  in  counte¬ 
nance. - But  innocent  as  it  was,  the  Go¬ 

vernor  did  not  chufe  it  fhould  be  thought 
that  he  viewed  it  in  that  light,  and  there¬ 
fore  told  the  Council,  and  his  Lordfhip  af- 

E  ter  wards. 
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terwards,  that  “  had  it  been  the  firft  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  kind,  he  fhould  have  alked  their 
advice,  whether  he  fhould  not  fend  to  the 
General  for  troops and  to  fliow  his  own 
excefiive  fondnefs  for  fo  arbitrary  and  violent 
a  meafure,  he  adds,  that  “  he  was  ready  to 
do  it,  if  any  one  gentleman  would  propofe 


The  Governor  then  proceeds  to  give  a  de¬ 
tail  of  the  meeting  of  the  Town  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  ;  in  which  he  tells  his  Lordfhip, 
that  “  many  wild  and  violent  propofals  were 
made.”  It  ought  here  to  be  obferved,  that 
Governor  Bernard  conftantly  reprefents  bo¬ 
dies  of  men,  even  the  moft  refpe&able,  by 
propofals  made  by  individuals,  which  have 
been  mifreprefented  by  pimps  and  paralites, 
and  perhaps  aggravated  by  himfelf,  inftead 
of  allowing  them  to  Hand  or  fall  by  their 
own  conclufions — Can  any  thing  be  more 
bafe,  more  contrary  to  equity  than  this  P — 
What  fhould  we  think  of  the  moft  refpec- 
table  corporations  at  home — what  even  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  if  they  were  to 
be  judged  of  by  every  motion  that  has 
been  made,  or  every  expreflion  that  has 
dropped  from  individuals  in  the  warmth  of 
debates.  If  it  had  been  true  that  fuch  pro¬ 
pofals  were  made,  nay,  if  meafures  that 
could  not  have  been  altogether  juftified,  had 
been  even  adopted  by  the  Town,  at  a  Time 
when  every  art  had  been  pradtifed  to  irritate 

the  people,  and  inflame  their  minds,  the  can- 
Y  V  •  did 


I  • 


r  29  ] 

did  part  of  mankind  would  have  been  ready  to 
overlook  it. — The  Governor  has  often  been 
obferved  to  difcover  an  averfion  to  free  af- 
femblies  :  no  wonder  then  that  he  Ihould  be 
fo  particularly  difgufted  at  a  legal  meeting  of 
the  town  of  Bofton,  where  a  noble  freedom 
of  fpeech  is  ever  expected  and  maintained: 
an  affembly,  of  which  it  may  be  juftly  faid, 
to  borrow  the  language  of  the  ancient  Ro¬ 
man,  with  a  little  variation,  Sentire  quce 
volunt  et  qute  feniicat  dicere  licet,  they  think 
as  they  pleafe,  and  fpeak  as  they  think. —  • 

Such  an  alfembly  has  ever  been  the  dread — > 

often  the  fcourge  of  tyrants - But  thefe 

“  wild  and  violent  propofals,  ’  which  no  one 
can  recoiled  but  the  Governor,  and  perhaps 
his  informers,  it  feems  wrere  “  warded  off” 
as  the  Governor  is  pleafed  to  exprefs  it  ; 
from  whence  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  pru¬ 
dence  direded  at  this  meeting,  “  origina¬ 
ted  and  compofed  as  (he  fays)  it  was” - 

By  thefe  exprefiions  it  is  conceived,  he 
would  intimate  to  his  Lordihip  that  it  was 
both  illegal  and  tumultuous ;  and  if  that 
was  his  real  intention,  the  inlinuation  was 
both  falfe  and  injurious. — The  meeting  was 
“  originated”  as  the  law  directs,  and  no¬ 
thin  g  was  there  concluded  upon,  according 
to  the  Governor’s  own  account,  but  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee,  which  he  him- 
felf  fays  “  in  general  was  very  refpedable,” 
to  wait  on  him  “  with  a  petition  the  re¬ 
ceiving  his  anfwer,  as  he  is  pleafed  to  fay, 
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with  “  univerfal  approbation  !”  Writinga  let¬ 
ter  to  a  friend,  and  voting  1'uch  inftrudtions  as 
they  thought  proper  to  their  reprefentatives. 
After  which  he  tells  his  Lordfhip  they 
“  broke  up  quietly ,”  and  “  the  meeting 
ended.”  But  notwithftanding  this  quiet,  and 
as  may  be  concluded  by  the  Governor’s  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  coalizing  Town  meeting,  which 
confided  of  fo  large  a  number,  and  among 
whom  hehimfelf  was  fo  “  popular,’  thateven 
“  the  moderator  declared  that  he  really  be¬ 
lieved  he  was  a  well-wifher  to  the  Province.” 
(Thus  faith  Governor  Bernard,  but  no  one 
remembers  or  believes  it)  yet  all  this  will 
not  avail  to  foften  his  mind,  or  alter  his  in¬ 
tentions.  And  although  he  tells  his  Lord- 
fhip,  “  the  Romney  and  a  floop  of  16  guns 
juft  come  in  will  compleat  the  command  of 
all  the  approaches  to  the  Caftle,  and  other 
fhips  of  war  are  expedted,  fo  that  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Commiflioners  is  effectually  pro¬ 
vided  for  j”  yet  the  favourite  point  will  not 
be  carried,  till  the  long-wifhed  for  troops 
arrive,  to  enforce  his  arbitrary  defigns,  and 
fupprefs  the  fpirit  of  liberty.  And  now  is 
the  Time,  if  ever,  to  prefs  the  matter : 
every  hand  therefore  muft  be  fet  to  work, 
and  nothing  will  ferve  the  caule  like  conti¬ 
nually  holding  up  the  idea  of  an  mfurrec- 
tion.  Accordingly,  we  find  one  of  the  aux¬ 
iliaries,  whofe  letter,  tho’  anonimous,  has 
credit  enough  to  appear  in  the  lift  laid  be¬ 
fore  Parliament,  fays,  “  It  is  my  opinion, 

that 
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that  the  promoters  of  the  prefent  evils  are 
ready  to  unmafk,  and  openly  to  difcover 

their  long  and  latent  defign  to  Rebel” _ 

and - “  involve  this  country  in  blood  and 

horror  !”  Another  anonimous  writer,  who 
is  faid  to  be  “  well  acquainted  with  the 
ftate  of  the  town  of  Bofton,”  fays,  that 
“  he  obferves  a  fournefs  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  in  general and  adds,  “  he  that  runs 
may  read,  that  without  fpeedy  interposition, 

a  great  florin  will  arife.” - The  Collector 

and  Comptroller  of  the  Cuftoms  mention 
'with  deep  concern,  as  they  affedt  to  exprefs 
themfelves,  “  that  a  general  fpirit  ^/'Insur¬ 
rection  prevails,  not  only  in  the  Town, 

but  throughout  the  whole  Provinces.” - . 

The  Commiffioners  themfelves,  in  their  let¬ 
ter  to  General  Gage,  tell  him,  “  that  it  is 
utterly  impoffible  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of 
the  revenue  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  from 
the  outrageous  behaviour  of  the  people 
they  acquaint  the  General  “  of  the  alarm¬ 
ing  Hate  of  things  in  the  Town,  and  defire 
him  to  give  them  p  rot  eel  ion.”  And  though 
Governor  Bernard,  when  not  fo  much  on 
his  guard,  or  perhaps  under  fome  little 
compunction  of  mind,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Commiffioners,  June  13,  gently  chides 
them  for  their  ill-grounded  fears,  and  tells 
them,  “  he  is  very  Jorry  that  they  think 
themfelves  fo  much  in  danger  in  Bofton 
(which  he  had  before  faid  was  no  place  of 
fafety  lor  them)  as  to  think  it  unfafe  for 

them 
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them  to  refide  there notwithftanding  all 
this,  yet  in  the  letter  we  are  now  conlider- 
ing,  which  was  written  nearly  at  the  fame 
time,  he  pofitively  allures  his  Lordlhip,  that, 
“  if  there  is  not  a  Revolt,  the  leaders  mull: 
falfify  their  words  and  change  their  purpo- 
fes.”  Perhaps  he  would  have  been  more 
confiftent  if  he  had  imagined  thefe  letters 
would  ever  have  feen  the  light.  He  con¬ 
cludes  his  letter  with  mentioning  a  few 
more  “  papers  lluck  upon  the  Town- 

Houfe.” - No  evidence  however  appears 

to  have  accompanied  all  thefe  heavy  charges 
upon  a  whole  community :  but  Governor 
Bernard  and  others  feem  to  have  conducted 
their  profcriptions  as  if  they  could  have  even 
foreleen,  that  the  bold  alfertions  of  perfons 
apparently  inimical  to  a  country,  anonimous 
letters,  llreet  converfation  picked  up  by 
pimps  and  fpies,  and  papers  lluck  by  no  one 
knows  whom  on  a  public  building,  would 
be  of  fo  much  weight  as  to  influence  the 
meafures  of  adminillration  !  Can  any  per- 
fon  believe  this  is  a  jult  reprefentation,  when 
Governor  Bernard  with  all  his  indultry  and 
aid  has  not  been  able  to  furnifh  proof,  that 
any  body  or  combination  of  men,  or  even 
a  Angle  perfon,  had  incurred  a  legal  penal¬ 
ty,  if  we  except  the  dilturbances  that  hap¬ 
pened  on  March  and  June  already  confidered.’ 

The  Governor  in  his  letter  of  the  9th  of 
July  informs  his  Lordlhip  of  a  manoevre,  as 
he  calls  it,  of  the  fons  of  liberty ;  a  num¬ 
ber 
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ber  of  them  going  out  of  BoRon  at  the 
clofe  of  a  certain  day  in  parties,  and  meet¬ 
ing  on  each  fide  of  a  houfe  in  Roxbury, 
which  Mr.  Robinfon  (and  his  Lordffiip 
muR  be  informed  that  he  alfo  was  one  of 
the  Commiffioners)  had  lately  hired,  with 
an  intention  to  furprize  him  and  prevent 
his  efcape ;  but  he  being  at  the  caRle, 
where  the  Commiffioners  had  been  driven  for 
J'afety,  they  did  nothing  but  plunder  his 
fruit  trees.  This  is  a  very  folemn  account 
indeed  •,  but  he  never  laid  this  “  mancevre 
of  the  Tons  of  liberty,”  extraordinary  as  it 
was,  before  the  Council,  which  he  never 
failed  to  do  on  like  occafions ;  thinking 
poffibly,  that  refpedtable  body  might  be  of 
opinion,  that  a  gentleman  of  any  political 
party  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  his  or¬ 
chard  or  fruit  gardens  robbed  by  liquorijh 
boys ,  without  making  a  formal  reprelenta- 
tion  before  his  MajeRy’s  frit  miniRers  of 
Rate.  As  the  Governor  will  Rill  have  it 
that  the  Commiffioners  were  “  driven  to 
the  caRle  for  fafetyf  we  take  occalion  to 
obferve  here,  that  it  was  notorious,  that 
they  frequently  landed  on  the  main,  and 
made  excurlions  into  the  country ;  vifiting 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  other  gentle¬ 
men  at  their  feats,  where  it  would  have 
been  eafy  to  have  feized  them  if  any  injury 
had  been  intended  them ;  which  as  his 
Majefly  s  Council  very  juRly  have  obferved, 
fc  demonRrated  the  infincerity  of  their 

declarations," 
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declarations,”  as  it  did  thofe  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  “  that  they  immured  themfelves  at 
the  caftle  for  fafety.” 

Another  part  of  the  detail  in  this  letter 
is  the  refcue  of  a  veflel  which  had  been 
feized  by  the  Cuftom-houfe  officers.  It 
feems  by  Governor  Bernard’s  account,  it 
had  been  “  thought  proper  to  try  an  ex¬ 
periment  for  fays  he,  “  when  the  iloop 
was  feized  which  occafioned  the  riot,  and 
in  confequence  of  which  the  Commiffioners 
were  obliged  to  leave  the  town,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  refentment  was  expreifed 
againft  the  putting  her  under  the  care  of 
the  man  of  war;”  which  was  very  true, 
and  he  might  have  alfo  faid,  the  making 
the  feizure  with  an  armed  force,  and  there¬ 
fore,  he  adds,  “  when  this  fchooner  was 
feized,  it  was  left  at  the  wharf,  under  no 
other  care  but  two  Cuftom-houfe  officers,” 
in  hopeful,  no  doubt,  if  not  certain  ex¬ 
pectation  that  the  refcue  would  be  made, 
from  whence  it  might  poffibly  be  made  to 
appear,  that  the  refentment  againft  the 
proceedings  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  officers  in 
the  former  inftance,  as  being  violent  and 
illegal,  was  mere  pretence.  The  refcue 
was  made,  and  it  was  univerfally  difpleaftng 
to  the  town.  The  Governor  fays,  “  this 
very  molaffes  was  the  next  day  returned,” 
and  tells  his  Lordffiip,  that  “  the  feleClmen 
of  the  town  lent  for  the  mafter  of  the 
fchooner,”  and  “  ordered  him  to  return  ir, 

under 
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under  pain  of  the  difpleafure  of  the  town;” 
which  is  a  grofs  mifreprefentation  of  the 
matter,  and  artfully  defigned  to  prepare  for 
the  fubfequent  ungenerous  remark,  that 
4t  all  Government  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  people.”  A  good  magistrate  would  have 
rejoiced  in  this  instance  of  the  people’s 
voluntarily  affording  their  aid  in  the  recovery 
of  the  King’s  Due,  which  had  been  refcued 
from  him,  without  torturing  his  invention 
to  find  an  ill-natured  conftruflion  for  it; 
but  Gov.  Bernard  is  difiurbed  that  “  the 
humour  of  the  people,”  which  he  fays  this 
was  done  u  to  pleafe,”  Should  ever  coincide 
with  their  duty  to  their  Sovereign — The 
voluntary  affociation  of  the  people  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace  and  good  order,  he  had  before 
faid  “  carried  an  implication  of  danger”  to 
the  Government ;  and  now,  when  they 
feem  to  unite  in  taking  meafures  for  the 
execution  of  a  law,  altho’  in  its  nature  dil- 
agreeable  to  the  people,  why  truly  “  the 
Government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  people, 
and  riot  of  thofe  deputed  by  the  King,  or 
under  his  Authority.”  But  if  the  people 
had  a  view  to  fave  their  own  reputation  in 
this  piece  of  fervice  to  the  Crown,  as  the 
Governor  intimates,  furely  he  will  not  fay 
it  was  “  ill-judged”  or  “  ill-timed.”  The 
truth  is,  they  had  a  particular  view  at  this 
time  to  prevent  Governor  Bernard’s  improv¬ 
ing  this  refcue,  which  they  were  in  no 
fort  concerned  in,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
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town,  as  had  been  his  conftant  practice  in 
other  cafes,  and  as  it  now  evidently  appears 
he  intended  :  and  it  was  certainly  a  wife 
precaution ;  tho’  a  candid  mind  will  by  no 
means  exclude  any  other  good  intentions. — 
We  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  here  with 
freedom ,  of  a  very  extraordinary  affertion  of 
Governor  Bernard,  in  this  letter  to  his 
Lordfhip,  that  “  every  feizure  made,  or 
attempted  to  be  made  on  land  at  Bofton  for 
thefe  three  years  part,  before  thefe  two  in- 
ffances,  had  been  violently  refcued  or  pre¬ 
vented.”— An  affertion  fo  noor  iouflyfalfe, 
that  few  men  could  have  made  it  without 
blufhing ;  and  we  may  fuppofe  even  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard  himfelf  would  not  have 
made  it,  had  he  apprehended  it  would  ever 
have  become  public.* — The  officers  of  the 
cuftoms  themfelves  will  not  venture  to 
affirm  it.  If  the  affertion  is  true,  his  Ma« 
jefty’s  Council  muff  have  been  egregioufly 
miftaken  when  they  declare,  that  no  in- 
ffance  can  be  alledged  of  any  veffel  feized 

*  It  is  remarkable  that  Governor  Bernard ,  not  long  before  thefe 
letters  were  made  public ,  expreffed  to  a  certain  gentleman ,  his 
earnefi  wijhy  that  the  people  of  this  Province  could  have  a  fight 
cf  all  his  letters  to  the  Mini  fry,  being  affured  that  they  vjould 
thereby  be  fully  convinced  that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Province— 
Indeed  be  ma.de  a  declaration  to  the  fame  purpofe ,  in  one  of  his 
public  fpeeches  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprejentatives .  Upon  the  Arri¬ 
val  of  the  letters  however ,  he  difcovered%  as  fome  Jay ,  a  certain 
Palenejs ,  and  complainea  of  as  an  hardfhtp  that  his  letter s9 
wrote  in  confidence,  fhould  be  expofed  to  the  view  of  the 
'  Public. —  A  Jlriking  proof  of  the  Bajenefs ,  as  well  as  the 
Perfidy  of  his  heart  ! 


or 
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or  any  feizure  whatever  in  the  town  of 
Bolton  being  refcued  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  officers,  except  what  took  place  here  on 
the  8th  of  July  inftant,  when  a  quantity  of 
molaffes  (this  very  molaffes)  having  been 
leized,  was  taken  away  from  the  officers 
who  had  charge  of  it ;  which  unwar¬ 
rantable  proceeding  being  univerfally  con¬ 
demned,  the  molaffes  was  very  foon  re¬ 
turned.”  As  this  bafe  ftory  was  invented 
and  told  by  Gov.  Bernard,  with  the  foie 
intention  of  calling  an  odium  upon  the 
town,  we  have  reafon  to  expcCt  his  re¬ 
tractation  of  it;  or  he  mud  bear  the  re¬ 
proaches  of  an  highly  injured  community, 
and  the  juft  cenl'ures  of  all  impartial  men. 
After  thefe  falfe  and  injurious  affertions,  he 
thinks  it  a  proper  time  to  acquaint  his 
Lordffiip,  that  the  one  regiment  which  he 
had  the  flattering  expectation  of,  from  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  General  Gage, 
“  tho’  it  might  fecure  the  caflle,  would  not 
be  fufficient  to  awe  the  town  f'  which  was 
in  effeCt  afking  for  more.  Thus  we  fee 
the  means  which  Governor  Bernard  and  his 
confederates  have  been  inceffantly  uling  to 
accompliffi  their  defigns ;  and  ftrange  as  it 
may  in  fume  better  times  hereafter  appear, 
thefe  means  and  thefe  very  inflruments  at 
length  prevailed  to  introduce  a  military 
power  into  this  town — A  power  which  is 
daily  trampling  on  our  laws,  contemning 
our  religion,  and  invading  the  rights  both 

F  2  of 


of  perfons  and  property — A  power  by  which 
a  truly  loyal  but  long  abufed  and  highly 
provoked  community,  is,  not  indeed  awed, 
but  diflrefled — 'And  were  it  not  for  the  cer¬ 
tain  advice  that  our  humble  and  dutiful  fup- 
plications  have  at  length  reached  the  royal 
hand,  we  fhould  be  reduced  even  to  a  date 
of  defperation  ! 

Governor  Bernard  in  his  letter  to  Lord 
Hilliborough  of  the  16th  of  September,  be¬ 
gins  with  acquainting  his  Lordlhip  with 
the  prudent  methods  he  took,  to  communi¬ 
cate  the  expectation  of  the  troops  gradually, 
for  fear  of  certain  ill  effects  that  might  a- 
rife  from  their  fudden  arrival.  And  no 
wonder  that  the  man  who  had  long  beers 
reprefenting  a  whole  country  as  rebels  ;  and 
had  been  one  of  the  principal  inftruments  in 
bringing  fuch  a  curfe  upon  it,  fhould  at  that 
juncture  be  under  fome  apprehenfions  of 
danger.  In  his  laid  letter  he  talks  of  his 
perfonal  courage ,  and  tells  Lord  Hilliborough, 
that  “  he  did  not  feel  his  own  firmnefs  of 
mind  to  fail he  alfo  mentions  “  the  fpi- 
rited  conduct  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor ; 
and  with  pleafure  allures  his  Lordlhip,  that 
*c  he  could  depend  upon  his  refolution  and 
feeadinefs  as  much  as  he  could  upon  his  own*” 
from  whence  he  concludes^  that  “  there 
would  be  no  want  of  a  due  enforcement  of 
the  laws  to  the  correction  of  the  prefent 
abufes — But  now  he  feems  to  be  confcious 
of  fear !— -Happy  was  it  for  him,  that  he 
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was  in  the  hands  of  a  people ;  who  attended 
to  the  didates  of  found  policy,  religion  and 
loyalty — He  firft  opens  this  matter  to  one  of 
the  Council,  and  tells  him,  that  “  he  had 
private  advice  that  troops  were  ordered  hi¬ 
ther,-  but  that  he  had  no  publick  orders  a- 
bout  it  himfelf  and  he  obferves,  that  “  it 
quickly  was  very  thoroughly  circulated  all 
over  the  town,”  and  the  faction  immediately 
took  the  alarm.”  By  this  he  would  infi- 
nuate  that  the  better  fort  of  the  people, 
and  even  the  generality  of  the  town,  were 
well  enough  pieafed  with  it.  Jf  the  fadion 
only  took  the  alarm,  the  generality  of  the 
town  tnufl  have  been  included  in  the  fadion: 
for  in  truth,  he  had  the  mortification  of 
feeing  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  faving 
his  own  very  few  adherents,  who  were 
properly  an  implacable  faction ,  thoroughly 
awakened  and  alarmed  at  the  fudden  ex- 

* 

pedation  of  a  military  force,  which  had 
indeed  been  often  threatned  by  this  fadion, 
but  few  realized  it  before — And  now  the 
pimps  were  all  immediately  fent  out,  who 
no  doubt  were  rewarded  in  proportion  to 
their  fuccefs  in  the  bufinefs  and  the  Go¬ 
vernor  foon  had  intelligence  brought  to  him 
of  the  converfation  of  “  private  companies 
and  that  in  one  “it  was  the  general  opinion 
to  raife  the  country  and  oppofe  the  troops 
in  another  “  it  was  refolved  to  furprize  and 
take  tlie  caflle.”  How  ridiculoufly  im¬ 
pertinent  mull  he  appear  in  the  eyes  of 

men 
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men  of  fenfe,  after  all  to  acquaint  his  Lord- 
fliip,  that  “  he  does  not  relate  thefe  a<>  * 
counts  as  certain  fadts.”  To  what  purpofe 
then  did  he  relate  them  at  all !  It  feems 
that  he  was  full  as  dejigning ,  in  com¬ 
municating  to  Lord  Hillfborough,  as  he 
was  in  communicating  to  the  people,  tho’ 
his  defigns  were  different :  for  the  people 
were  not  to  be  told  the  ’whole  that  the  Go¬ 
vernor  knew  to  be  true ;  but  his  Lordfhip 
was  to  be  induced  to  believe  more : —  In 
either  cafe  if  the  purpofe  could  be  ferved, 
lincerity  was  out  of  the  queftion.  Uncer¬ 
tain  however  as  thefe  fadts  were,  his  Lord- 
ihip  is  informed,  that  they  were  yet  “  be¬ 
lieved  !”  Strange,  as  they  were  laid  to  be 
fadls  of  yefterday,  that  no  one,  after  all  the 
pains  that  had  been  taken,  could  make  them 
certain ;  and  if  they  were  not  to  be  made 
certain,  llranger  if  ill  that  any  in  their 
lenfes  fhould  believe  them.-— Some  men  are 
•  very  apt  to  believe  that  which  they  wijh 
were  true :  this  no  doubt  is  the  prefent 
cafe. — And  befides,  we  are  to  remember, 
that  more  than  two  regiments  were  wanted 
to  awe  the  town ;  and  if  the  Governor  could 
boldly  fay,  that  thefe  reports,  vague  as  they 
were,  had  obtained  any  credit  here,  no  mat¬ 
ter  by  whom  believed,  they  would  have  fome 
weight.  But  he  mufl  be  prefumed  to  think 
very  injudicioufly  of  the  head  or  the  heart  of 
a  Minifter  of  State,  to  iuppofe  that  fuch  an 
undigefled  and  ridiculous  account  of  things 

would 
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would  Influence  his  meafures.  Nothing, 
we  fhould  think,  but  the  great  candor  which 
has  ever  appeared  in  Lord  Hillfborough  to¬ 
wards  Governor  Bernard,  could  have  pre¬ 
vented  his  fevered:  cenfure. — But  admitting 

Q 

they  were  true,  which  was  by  no  means  the 
cafe,  certainly  the  town  is  not  accountable 
for  what  one  of  his  Excellencies  fpies  might 
have  overheard  in  a  “  private  company.”— 
Let  us  then  confider  the  account  the  Go¬ 
vernor  gives  of  the  public  condudt  of  the 
town,  at  a  meeting  legally  called  on  Mon¬ 
day,  September  12.  And  firil  he  fays,  “  at 
the  hall  the  fadlion  appeared  furrounded  with 
all  its  forces and  an  appearance  very  decent 
at  leaf!:,  it  feems,  they  were  capable  of 
making  according  to  the  Governor’s  account. 
For  he  tells  his  Lordfhip,  “  a  fet  of  lpeeches 
by  the  chiefs  of  the  fadtion,  and  710  07ie  eife , 
followed  in  fuch  order  and  method,  that  e- 
very  thing  both  as  to  matter  and  order , 
feemed  to  have  been  preconcerted while 
alas !  the  “  very  few  principal  Gentlemen 
the  re,”  the  better  fort  in  the  Governor’s 
estimation,  appeared  <c  as  curious,  perhaps 
anxious  fpedlators !”  Where  is  now  the  little 
remains  of  an  expiring  faSliony  which  he 
had  fo  often  told  the  world  of?  the  tone 
is  wonderfully  altered  ;  the  body  of  the 
people  are  now  truly  reprefented  as  united 
firm  and  regular  in  their  oppofmon  to  his 
meafures,  while  his  own  few  partizansy  who 
yet  mud  be  ftiled  tc  the  principal  gentlemen  f 

though 
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though  expelling  every  moment  to  be 
“  iurrounded  with  all  their  forces,”  appeared 
inquiiitiv.e  and  anxious  for  the  event  !  But 
nothing  was  refolved  upon,  fays  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  but  to  put  two  queftions  to  me,  and 
appoint  a  general  committee  to  confider 
and  report.”  The  main  queftion  to  the 
Governor  was.  Whether  he  had  certain 
expectation  of  the  troops  ?  To  which  he  an- 
fwered  with  an  artful  ambiguity,  that  he  had 
private  advice,  but  no  pubiick  orders  about 
it.  His  private  advice  might  have  been 
certain ;  or  he  might  have  had  authentich 
pubiick  advice  without  public  orders  about 
it,  for  General  Gage  was  commander  in 
chief  of  the  King’s  forces.  Being  however 
fomewhat  preffed  by  the  committee  who 
waited  on  him,  he  difcovered  a  duplicity 
for  which  he  has  a  peculiar  talent,  and  faid, 
that  he  would  not  have  the  town  certainly 
expedt  the  troops ;  although  he  then  ex¬ 
pected  them  himfelf,  and  fully  believed  they 
were  on  their  pafl'age  from  Halifax  •,  and  in 
this  letter  to  Lord  HilHborough  he  tells 
him,  that  it  was  at  that  very  time  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  communicate  thefe  expectations  of 

them  gradually  - - His  account  ot  divers 

ipeeches  made  in  the  town  meeting  is  as 
uncertain,  and  with  regard  to  fome  of  tiiem, 
as  untrue,  as  the  intelligence  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  of  the  private  conversation  :  perhaps  it 
was  carried  to  him  by  the  fame  hands,  as 
fome  of  bis  principal  gentlemen  were  there. 


f  43  ] 

i  ne  refolves  and  determinations  of  this 
meeting,  as  the  Governor  fays,  were  pub-* 
lifted  to  the  world  ;  and  they  remain  on 
the  records  of  the  town  that  pofterity  may 
judge  of  them.  The  town  has  feen  no  rea¬ 
son  iince  to  revoke  thefe  refolves,  notwith- 
ffanding  they  have  been  fentenced  as  <c  very 
dangerous  refolves,  procured  by  mad  peo¬ 
ple,  by  fo  exquifite  a  judge,  in  matters 
which  regard  civil  Government,  as  well  as 
fo  polite  a  gentleman  as  General  Gage* 
The  Governor  himfelf  has  been  fince  ref- 
pe cc fully  requeued  by  tfie  felebtmen,  in  be- 
/rrdf  of  the  town,  to  ftew  in  what  refpebt 
tne  refolves  and  proceedings  of  this  very 
meeting  had  militated  with  law;  buthede-* 
dined  it:  and  we  believe  he  declined  it, 
becaufe  he  was  not  able  to  do  it.  Spirited 
indeed  they  were,  but  not  too  fpirited  for 
the  times. — When  the  conflitution  is  threat • 
ened,  the  principles  of  the  constitution  muff, 
if  ever,  he  afferted  and  fupported — Th$ 
Governor  indeed  takes  notice  of  our  claim 
to  a  ccitain  claule  in  the  bill  of  rights  as 
a  large  ftride  but  as  we  are  free  British 

Subjects,  We  claim  all  that  fecurity  againfl 

arbitrary  power,  to  which  we  are  entitled 
by  the  law  of  God  and  nature,  as  well  as 
the  Britifh  conftitution.  And  if  a  landing 
army  may  not  be  ported  upon  the  fubjefts 
in  one  part  of  the  empire,  in  a  time  of 
peace,  without  their  confent,  there  can  be 
no  reafon  why  it  rtiould  in  ^ny  other  :  for 

Q  all 
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all  Britifh  fubjedts  are  or  ought  to  be  alike 
free. — 

The  Governor  in  a  former  letter  to  Lord 
Hillfborough  mentioned,  the  feledtmens  or¬ 
dering  the  arms  belonging  to  the  town  to 
be  brought  out  and  cleaned  ;  and  to  make 
fomething  of  the  ftory,  he  told  him  that 
“  they  were  expofed  fome  hours  at  the  town 
houfe  j”  in  this  letter  he  fays  “  thefe  arms 
were  depofited  in  cherts,  and  laid  upon  the 
floor  of  the  town  hall  to  remind  the  people  of 
the  ufe  of  them.”  Could  any  one  befides 
Governor  Bernard,  defcend  to  fo  pitiful  an 
artifice  as  to  infinuate  that  thefe  arms  were 
cleaned,  expofed  to  the  people,  and  finally 
laid  on  the  floor  of  the  hall  at  this  jundture, 
to  induce  his  Lordfhip  to  believe,  that  thefe 
were  the  forces  with  which  the  fadtion  ap¬ 
peared  “  furrounded,”  and  that  the  feledt- 
men  who  are  the  principal  City  Magiftrates, 
and  the  leading  part  of  the  town  itfelf, 
were  actually  in  the  plan  which  he  had  juft 
before  mentioned,  as  concerted  in  one  of 
the  private  meetings,  “  to  raife  the  country 
and  oppofe  the  troops  and  that  thefe  arms 
depofited  in  cherts  were  laid  on  the  floor 
of  the  hall,  to  “  remind  the  people  of  the 
ufe  of  them,”  and  infpirit  them  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  oppofing  the  troops.  Whereas  the 
Ample  truth  of  the  matter  is,  thefe  arms 
had  for  many  years  been  depofited  in  cherts 
and  laid  on  the  floor  of  the  town  hall;  but 
the  h^ll  itfelf  being  burnt  a  few  years  ago. 
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the  arms  were  laved  from  the  ruins  and  car¬ 
ried  to  the  town  houfe  :  after  the  hall  was 
re-built,  the  town  ordered  their  removal 
there ;  and  tho’  it  happened  to  be  done  at  a 
juncture  when  the  Governor  and  his  con¬ 
federates  talked  much  of  the  town’s  re¬ 
volting,  there  was  no  other  thought  in  the 
minds  of  any,  except  the  Governor  and  a 
few  more,  and  it  is  a  queftion  whether  even 
he,  or  they,  really  thought  otherwife,  but 
to  lodge  them  in  their  proper  and  ufual 
place. 

We  cannot  help  taking  notice  how  very 
exadt  the  Governor  fometimes  is  even  in  the 
choice  of  words,  in  his  “  detail  of  fadfs”  to 
a  Minilfer  of  ftate  :  an  inflance  of  which 
we  have  now  before  us,  wherein  he  men¬ 
tions  to  his  Lordihip  his  inclofing  “  a  blank 
copy  of  the  precept  (as  he  is  pleafed  to  call 
it)  which  the  feledtmen  have  ufed,”  it  is  a 
wonder  it  was  not  ijjued,  for  that  would 
have  made  it  appear  more  formal,  “  in  call¬ 
ing  together  the  convention  from  whence 
he  takes  occafion  to  fay,  it  was  “  a  daring 
affumption  of  the  royal  authority.”  Hero 
then  is  the  treafon  and  mifprifion  of  trealon, 
or  a  part  of  it  leaft,  about  which  there  has 
been  fuch  an  eclat  of  late ;  for  which  the 
Governor  tells  his  Lordfhip  in  his  detail  of 
the  convention,  every  well-wifher  of  the 
Province,  of  whom  he  is  doubtlefs  one, 
“  molt  devoutly  defires  the  charter  may  be 
forfeited”— And  fome  of  the  leaders  were 

G  2  to 


to  be  fent  to  England  to  be  tried  there.— ■» 
Nay,  his  Lordfhip,  or  fome  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  Servants  is  informed  that  they  ex¬ 
pended  it  themfelves;  for  Commodore  Hood 
in  one  of  his  fhort  and  pithy  Epiftles,  fays, 
“  they  were  alarmed,  and  expended  nothing 
lefs  than  a  voyage  to  England  againft:  their 
inclinations.” — But  his  Lordfhip  s  deep  pe¬ 
netration  might  have  difcovered  that  this 
“  precept  to  call  a  convention”,  was  nothing 
more  than  a  friendly  circular  letter  to  the 
feledtmen  of  the  feveral  towns  in  the 
Province,  defiring  them  to  prcpofe  to  their 
relpedtive  towns  the  fending  Committees, 
to  join  with  thofe  of  the  town  of  Bofton, 
in  confulting  meafures  to  promote  peace 
and  good  order :  which  was  fo  far  from  an 
aflumption  of  the  royal  authority,  that  it 
a /fumed  not  the  leaf;  fhadow  of  any  au¬ 
thority  whatever — This  very  innocent  me3- 
fure  of  the  town  in  “  calling  together  a 
convention”,  as  the  Governor  expreffes  it, 
which  he  fo  highly  cenfures,  and  upon  the 
promoters  of  which  he  loudly  calls  for  the 
national  vengeance,  was  mold  certainly  at¬ 
tended  with  all  the  happy  effects  for  which 
it  was  propofed  :  for  the  general  fentiments 
of  the  Province  were  thereby  collected, 
which  could  not  otberwife  have  been  done; 
the  Governor  having  arbitrarily  diffolved 
the  General  Aftembly,  and  politively  re- 
fufed  to  call  another,  againft  the  dutiful 
petition  of  the  convention  itfelf,  as  well  as 
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of  the  town,  even  before  they  propofed  op 
thought  of  it — The  feveral  towns  having 
the  opportunity  of  conferring  together  by 
their  Committees,  had  the  fame  effeds 
which  followed  a  certain  circular  letter 
which  formerly  fo  perplexed  his  Excellency; 
for  the  people  became  the  more  united  in 
the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken  for  the 
preservation  of  their  common  rights  at  fo 
critical  and  alarming  a  jundure.  And  tho’ 
the  Governor  fays  “  at  the  fountain  head  it 
was  intended  to  provoke  relentment,”  yet 
to  this  very  meafure  has  been  imputed,  in 
fome  fm all  degree  at  lealf,  whether  juftly 
or  not,  it  becomes  not  this  town  to  fay, 
that  prudence  as  well  as  firmnefs  and  per¬ 
severance  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  of  which 
it  is  hoped  this  country  will  forever  avail  it- 
iclf.  Even  Governor  Bernard  cannot  but 
own,  that  the  convention  difeovered  “  mo¬ 
deration”  and  “  a  temperate  condud,” 
which  is  far  from  being  inconfiftent  with 
t/  ne  jo/  titude :  but  he  is  not  willing  that 
the  town  of  I > o lion  fhould  oUutne  the 
merit  of  it.  Tney  are  very  far  from  a 
dilpofition  thus  to  affume  :  they  are  content 
to  have  that  fhare  of  merit  which  their  be¬ 
loved  countrymen  are  willing  they  fhould 
have.  And  tho  he  would  infinuate  to  his 
Lord  chip  with  his  ufual  cunning,  that  there 
was  at  the  convention  an  effential  difference 
of  fentiments  between  the  town  and  the 
country;  and  that  “  many  of  the  deputies 

came 
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came  down  with  a  difpofttion  and  inftrudt- 
ions  to  prevent  the  Boftoners  (as  he  elegantly 
exprefles  hitnfelf)  involving  the  province  in 
the  confequences  of  their  own  mad  devices/’ 
and  that  many  of  them  “  were  from  the 
beginning  fenlible  of  the  impropriety  and 
danger  of  this  proceeding /’)  his  Lordfhip, 
as  “  they  printed  what  they  did/'  has  no 
doubt  been  lince  convinced,  that  they 
were  united  in  their  fentiments  of  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe. 

But  this  very  peaceable  propofal,  the 
Governor  thinks,  exceeded  the  “  Great  Re¬ 
bellion  when  it  was  at  the  higheft,  and  the 
confution  arifing  therefrom  moft  urgent  for 
fome  extraordinary  meafures.”  Here  is  the 
burden  of  the  fong — extraordinary  meafures  ! 
And  furely  his  Lordfhip  muft  propofe  fome 
‘very  extraordinary  meafures  to  chaftife  a 
greater  than  the  Great  Rebellion,  even  when 
it  was  at  the  higheft. — Not  content  with 
pouring  forth  this  torrent  of  zeal,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  ftill  prefles  upon  his  Lordlhip ;  and 
allures  him,  that  “  unlefs  it  is  prevented  by 
fome  power  from  without,  not  only  the 
Crown  officers  will  be  excluded,”  but  “  every 
ingredient  of  royalty”  in  the  Government  of 
the  province  will  be  totally  deftroyed" 
What  lhetorick  !  to  arreft  his  Lordlhip’s  at¬ 
tention,  and  hurry  him  on  to  conclude  with 
the  Governor,  that  *'*'  the  force  already  or¬ 
dered  by  General  Gage,  viz.  two  regiments, 

will  not  be  fufticieut.”- - In  order  ftill  to 

heighten 
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heighten  the  ideas  of  an  intended  rebellion, 
the  Governor  adds,  IC  it  is  now  a  great  ques¬ 
tion  whether  the  King’s  troops  will  be  fuf- 
fered  to  enter  the  town  or  not.”  And 
the  defign  againft  the  caftle  is  now  fo  well 
known,  that  it  is  probable  that  the  very 
names  of  the  people  who  were  enrolled  for 
that  ferviee  to  the  number  of  five  hundred, 
or  of  the  chiefs  of  them  will  be  difeovered.” 
It  is  pretty  remarkable,  the  Governor  in  the 
former  part  of  this  letter  informed  his  Lord- 
fhip,  that  lie  did  not  relate  this  very  ac¬ 
count  as  a  certain  fadt;  his  Spies  muft  then 
make  very  quick  rotations,  and  the  intelli¬ 
gence  flow  in  very  fall,  to  be  fo  well  allured 
of  it  before  he  concluded  ;  or  the  Governor 
muft  be  fo  unfortunate,  perhaps  not  having 
time  in  the  multiplicity  of  his  affairs,  to 
keep  a  regular  Diary ,  as  to  forget  what  he 
had  wrote,  and  as  we  every  now  and  then 
find  it  happens,  in  the  tc  overflowings”  of 
his  zeal,  to  be  inconliftent  with  himfelf. 

It  would  be  an  endiefs  talk  to  take  par¬ 
ticular  notice  of  every  falfe  and  injurious  re¬ 
presentation  contained  in  thefie  voluminous 
letters.”*  No  one  can  read  them  without 

being 


*  In  Iced  it  might  he  faid,  the  n.v^oJc  World  njoovld  not  contain 
all  the  remarks  that  might  be  juilly  made  upon  them. 
One  inftance  however  Teem.,  to  have  been  overlooked  by  the 
Town;  and  as  it  is  an  inftancc  of  importance,  it  is 
hoped,  its  being  noticed  in  the  margin,  wiii  not  be  thought 
amifs.  The  Governor,  liter  having  prevailed  upon  the 
Council,  at  a  very  thin  Do:  r  ',  and  by  the  majority  of  cnc 
out  of  only  eleven  gentlemen  prefent,  to  advife  to  the 
clearing  the  IV]  an  u  fat’  ory-houie  in  Dolton,  fertile  recep¬ 
tion 
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being  aftonifhed,  at  feeing  a  perfon  in  fo 
important  a  department  as  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard 

tion  of  a  part  of  the  two  Irifh  regiments  then  expected  ;  in 
his  letter  to  Lord  Hillfborough  of  Nov.  ill,  he  gives  him 
an  account  of  the  Heps  he  had  ordered  for  the  removal 
of  the  families  out  of  the  houfe.  And  it  feems,  that  th& 
Governor,  by  a  power  which  he  had  afinned>  appointed 
the  Sheriff  and  two  of  his  deputies.  Bailiffs  for  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council,  for  thepurpofe  t  thefe  families,  how¬ 
ever,  refufed  to  fubmit  to  fuch  authority,  even  though  the 
Chief  Juflice  himfelf  condefcended  to  go  with  the  Sheriff* 
and  advifed  them  to  give  up  the  houfe.  The  Sheriff,  up¬ 
on  the  third  attempt  fays  the  Governor,  “  finding  the 
window  open,  entered  ;  upon  which  the  people  gathered 
about  him  and  fhut  him  up ;  he  then  made  a  fgnal,  to  an 
officer  who  was  without,  who  brought  a  party  of  foldiers^ 
who  took  poffeffion  of  the  yard  of  the  building,  and  re¬ 
lieved  the  Sheriff  from  his  confinement”— -This  is  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  account  of  the  matter ;  but  others  give  a  very 
different  account  of  it,  and  fay  that  the  Sheriff  attempted 
zforceable  entry,  and  was  refilled  by  the  people  within  the 
houfe  ;  and  by  them  only  :  certain  it  is,  that  one  of  them 
commenced  an  a&ion  of  trefpafs  againfl  the  Sheriff ;  but 
what  became  of  the  action  the  records  of  the  court  of  Com-^ 
mon  Pleas  will  bell  fhow  :  it  is  alfo  certain  that  an  offi¬ 
cer,  a  Military  officer,  who  was  without  and  at  hand  ;  and 
upon  a  fignal  from  the  fheriff,  brought  a  party  of  foldiers, 
the  whole  regiment  being  then  encamped  in  fight  on  the 
Common;  and  the  foldiers  (not  the  inhabitants  as  the  Go¬ 
vernor  alferts)  “  kept  the  houfe  blockaded  all  that  day 
and  bell  part  of  the  next.*’  Tt  is  further  certain,  and  it 
may  be  attelled  by  the  oaths  of  divers  perfons  of  credit* 
that  offers  were  made  to  the  Sheriff,  of  fufficient  aid  in  the 
legal  execution  of  his  office,  if  he  would  difmifs  the  troops ; 

illegal  heps  being  at  the  fame  time  excepted  againh. - 

Great  numbers  of  people  during  thefeege ,  as  it  may  be  pro¬ 
perly  called,  were  colledledin  the  llreet,  which  is  as  fpacious 
as  in  any  part  of  the  Town,  but  the  Governor  owns  they 
did  no  mifchief :  he  indeed  reprefents  it  in  his  ufual  manner, 
as  a  G  R  E  a  T  mob  ajfembled  with fome  of  the  chiefs  of  the  fadiion $ 
intimating  thereby,  as  in  his  former  letters,  “  an  intended  in- 
furredion  the  General  on  the  other  hand  fays,  the  mat¬ 
ter  “  occalioned  a  little  difturbance  of  no  confequence  but 
takes  care  to  add,  that  “  it  ferved  to  fhow  a  moll  obili- 

nate 
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nard  fuftained,  defcending  in  his  letters  to  a 
Minifter  of  ftate,  to  fuch  trifling  circum- 
ftances,  and  fuch  flanderous  chit-chat :  boaft- 

nate  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  every  me  a  fur  e  of  Government. ” 
The  Governor  further  fays,  the  inhabitants  <c  were  very 
abufive  to  the  foldiers.” — The  contrary  is  moft  certainly 
and  notorioufly  true.  He  fays  alfo,  that  “  tlie  foldiers 
were  withdrawn  on  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day fo 
far  is  this  from  truth,  that  the  guard  of  foldiers,  to  whole 
cuftody  the  Sheriff  committed  the  cellar  of  the  houfe, 
which  he  had  got  the  pofteffion  of,  kept  their  poll  a  ?nucb 
longer  time  ;  and  application  was  made,  to  divers  of  his 
Majefty’s  juflices  of  the  peace,  for  their  removal,  by  the 
force  of  lave,  near  three  weeks  after.  And  again  the  Go¬ 
vernor  fays,  that  “  this  building  was  kept  filled  with  the 
©utcaft  of  the  Workhoufe,  to  prevent  its  being  ufed  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  King’s  troops ;”  which  is  con¬ 
tradicted  by  the  oaths  of  all  the  overfeers  of  the  poor,  who 
mult  have  known  it  if  it  had  been  true,  for  the  care  and 
government  of  the  Workhoufe  is  by  law  vefted  in  them. 
The  truth  is,  the  people  gathered  upon  this  extraordinary 
occafion,  but  were  very  peaceable  ;  fome  few  it  may  be  to 
carry  intelligence  to  the  Governor,  but  by  far  the  greater 
part,  from  a  juft  abhorrence  of  this  meafure  of  Government , 
to  borrow  the  general  expreffion,  and  an  anxiety  for  the 
event  of  this  firjl  open  and  avoaued  effort  of  Military  Ty¬ 
ranny  !  The  Governor  declares,  that  the  Council,  who 
were  alarmed  at  the  violence  of  this  proceeding,  muft 
have  known  that  the  entry  “  could  not  have  been  made 
without  force  and  he  fufficiently  explains  what  fort  of 

force  he  meant,  in  the  reafon  he  gives,  whv  the  foldiers 
were  withdrawn  for  that  time,  which  was,  becaufe  “  the 
building  was  not  immediately  wanted,”  the  Irifh  regi¬ 
ments,  for  whom  it  was  defigned,  as  was  pretended ,  not 

being  yet  arrived. - Perhaps  the  Governor  gives  this  cir - 

cumftantial  account  to  his  Lordfhip  to  confirm  what  he  had 
before  laid,  that  “  two  regiments  were  not  fufficient  to 

awe  the  Town  ! - This  attack'  upon  the  fecurity  of 

people’s  davelling-houfes,  was  as  violent  as  has  ever  been 
known  even  under  the  moft  defpotick  Governments,  tho* 
happily  it  proved  unfucccfsful.  This  is  one  of  the  bright 
glories  of  Bernard’s  adminiflration  :  he ,  who  with  fo 
much  readinefs  and  exaft  propriety  afforded  the  aid  of  his 
advice ,  and  prejudg’d  the  matter,  claims,  however, 
his  fhare  in  the  annals  of  fame. - 

in  O'* 
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ing,  as  he  does  in  one  of  his  letters,  of  his 
over-reaching  thofe  with  whom  he  was  tranf- 
adding  pubiick  bufinefs ;  and  in  order  to 
prejudice  the  mod;  refpedtable  bodies,  meanly 
filching  from  individuals  belonging  to  thofe 
bodies,  what  had  been  dropped  in  the  courfe 
of  bufinefs  or  debate :  journalizing  every 
idle  report  brought  to  him,  and  in  fhort 
adding  the  part  of  a  pimp  rather  than  a  Go¬ 
vernor.™  As  thefe  letters,  being  now  made 
public,  will  be  a  monument  of  difgrace  to 
him ,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  any  ho¬ 
nor  can  be  derived  from  them,  to  thofe  great 
men  to  whom  they  were  addrefled. 

Notwithftanding  the  town  have  been  o- 
bliged  in  juftice  to  themfelves,  to  fay  thus 
much  in  their  own  vindication,  we  fhould 
yet  be  glad,  that  the  ancient  and  happy  u- 
nion  between  Great-Britain  and  this  country, 
which  Governor  Bernard  has  fo  induftriouily 
laboured  to  interrupt,  might  be  reftored. 
Some  have  indeed  flattered  themfelves  with 
the  profpedd  of  it  5  ‘as  intelligence  is  faid  to 
have  been  received  from  adminiftration,  that 
all  the  revenue  adds  would  be  repealed:  but  as 
it  fince  appears  by  Lord  Hillfborough’s  own 
account,  that  nothing  more  is  intended, 
than  the  taking  oft  the  duties  on  paper, 
glafs,  and  Painter’s  colours,  upon  commer¬ 
cial  principles  only  ;  it  that  is  all,  it  will 
not  give  fatisfadtion  :  it  will  not  even  re¬ 
lieve  the  trade  from  the  burdens  it  labours 
under  ;  much  lefs  will  it  remove  the  grounds 
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of  difcontent,  which  runs  through  the  con- 
tinent,  upon  much  higher  principies.  Their 
rights  are  invaded  by  thefe  adts ;  therefore 
untill  they  are  all  repealed,  the  caufe  of 
their  juft  complaints  cannot  be  removed  ; 
In  fliort,  the  grievances  which  iie  heavily 
upon  us,  we  (hall  never  think  redrelfed, 
till  every  a£l,  palled  by  the  Britifti  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  railing 
revenue  upon  us  without  our  confent,  is  re¬ 
pealed  ;  till  the  American  board  of  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Cuftoms  is  dilfolved  j  the 
troops  recalled,  and  things  are  reftored 
to  the  ftate  they  were  in  before  the  late  ex¬ 
traordinary  mealures  of  adminiftration  took 
place. 

Betides  thefe  letters  of  Governor  Bernard, 
we  find  others  written  by  General  Gage, 
and  Commodore  Hood.  And  we  cannot 
but  obferve,  that  although  both  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  perfedt  ftrangers  in  the  town, 
they  have  yet  taken  luch  extraordinary  free¬ 
doms,  and  the  general  in  particular  has 
wrote  in  fuch  a  politive  ftrain,  as  mull  un¬ 
avoidably  give  high  difguft  to  every  reader 
of  candor  and  impartiality. - If  thefe  gen¬ 

tlemen  received  the  charadfer  of  the  town, 
or  of  any  of  its  individuals,  from  Governor 
Bernard,  as  we  are  ready  to  think  they  did, 
they  muft  have  been  long  before  convinced, 
if  they  knew  any  thing  at  all  of  the  ftate  of 
tire  town,  that  the  Governor  was  too  deep¬ 
ly  interefted  in  mifrcprejenting,  to  be  credited 
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in  a  point  of  that  importance;  and  there¬ 
fore  common  judice  would  have  dictated  a 
fufpenfion  of  their  publick  tedimony  to  the 
prejudice  of  a  community,  till  they  could 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  doing  it  upon 
impartial  enquiry,  or  their  own  obfervation — 
The  General  feems  to  have  early  imbibed 
fome  fort  of  prejudice  againft  a  town,  that 
had  been  before  prejudiced  in  his  favour; 
for  the  Governor  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
Lord  Hillfborough  acquaints  him,  that  the 
General  “  had  lent  Capt.  Montrefor  from 
New-York,  to  affift  the  forces  as  Engineer, 
and  enable  them  to  recover  and  main¬ 
tain  the  caftie,  and  fuch  other  pods  as  they 
could  fecure,”  upon  intelligence  that  the 
people  in  and  about  Bodon  had  revolted. 
Now  even  the  Gov.  himfelf  declares  this  to 
be  a  midake,  and  fays  that  things  were  not 
quite  “  Co  bad  as  that  came  to.” — As  there 
are  two  condant  and  regular  pods  between 
this  town  and  New-York,  each  of  which 
carries  intelligence  from  the  one  to  the 
other  in  the  courfe  of  a  week ;  and  more 
eipecially  as  he  might  reafonably  expedt 
authentick  accounts  of  a  matter  of  fuch 
importance,  by  exprefs  in  a  fhorter  time ;  it 
is  drange,  if  the  General’s  mind  was  un¬ 
biased,  that  he  diould  fo  drongly  rely  upon 
private  advice,  as  to  form  his  meafures  from 
them,  which  the  Governor  aflerts. — It  was 
a  meafure  of  importance,  as  it  ilTued,  to 
the  town  :  for  Col.  Dalrymple  who  had 
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the  command  of  the  regiments,  from  the 
authority  of  theje  new  orders ,  as  the  Governor 
declares,  tho’t  proper  to  alter  the  plan,  which 
was  to  land  only  one,  and  landed  both  the 
regiments  in  Bofton  without  lofs  of  time. 
Perhaps  it  was  under  the  impreflion  of  thefe 
private  advices,  and  “  the  narrative  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  town-meeting,”  which 
the  Governor  alfo  mentions  as  influential  on 
the  General’s  meafures,  and  which  pofiibly 
was  a  narrative  of  the  Governor’s  ■ own  writ¬ 
ing ,  that  fo  wrought  upon  the  General’s 
imagination,  as  to  induce  him  to  give  his 
opinion  to  his  Lordfhip,  that  the  “  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  town  were  fufpicious,  and  that 
he  was  happy  the  troops  from  Halifax  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  time  they  did ! ”  Thefe  and 
many  fuch  like  unprovoked  expreflions  are  to 
be  found  in  the  letters  of  both  thefe  gentle¬ 
men,  and  efpecially  the  General’s  ;  but  as 
they  partake  of  a  full  portion  of  the  fpirit 
of  Governor  Bernard’s,  and  as  the  fenfe  of 
this  Province  fully  appears  in  the  late  fpirit- 
ed  refolves  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
we  fhall  avoid  troubling  the  publick  with 
particular  remarks  upon  them,  and  to  bor¬ 
row  an  expreffion  of  great  authority ,  <c  treat 
them  with  the  contempt  they  deferve.” 


[  65  ] 


The  Town  of  B  0  S  T  O  N,  at  their  Meeting 
beforementioned,  came  into  the  following  Re¬ 
flations,  viz. 

RESOLVED,  that  the  letters  and  me¬ 
morials  of  Governor  Bernard  and  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  cuftoras  in  America,  tranf- 
mitted  by  them  refpedtively  to  his  Majeffy’s 
Minifters,  and  laid  before  the  Parliament 
of  Great-Britain,  authentick  copies  of 
which  are  now  before  this  town ;  had  a 
tendency  to  deceive  the  Miniftry,  and  lead 
them  unavoidably  to  mifinform  his  Ma- 
jeffy,  with  regard  to  the  affedtions  and 
Loyalty  of  his  American  Subjects  in  ge¬ 
neral  :  and  that  the  faid  Governor  Bernard 
and  the  Commiffioners  have  particularly,  in 
their  letters  and  memorials  before-mention¬ 
ed,  difeovered  an  implacable  enmity  to  this 
town,  and  the  moft  virulent  endeavours  to 
traduce  it  even  to  his  Majefty  himfelf ;  by 
meats  whereof  the  inhabitants  very  fenfibly 
feel  the  difpleafure  of  their  Gracious  Sove¬ 
reign.—- 

RESOLVED,  that  this  town  have  reafon 
to  rejoice  in  the  meafure  taken  by  the  ho¬ 
norable  houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  the  General  Aflembly ;  by  fo 
feafonably  preferring  their  dutiful  and  loyal 
petition  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  removal  of 
Governor  Bernard  for  ever  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  this  Province  :  and  the  town  take 
this  opportunity  to  exprefs  their  mod  ardent 
with,  that  the  prayer  of  faid  petition  to  his 
Majefty  may  be  gracioufly  heard  and 
granted, 

RESOLVED,  that  General  Gage  and 
Commodore  Hood  in  their  feveral  letters  to 
his  Majefly’s  Minifters  and  fervants,  authen- 
tick  copies  of  which  are  now  before  this 
town,  have  difeovered  an  unreafonable  preju¬ 
dice  againft  the  town.  And  the  General 
in  particular,  in  declaring  in  his  letter  to  the 
right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Secretaries  of  State,  that  ic  in 
truth  there  was  very  little  Government  in 
Boll  on ;  and  in  making  ufe  of  other  ex- 
prefiions  alike  fevere  has  done  great  injuftice 
to  the  town,  and  an  irreparable  injury. 
And  it  is  moreover  the  opinion  of  the  town, 
that  the  readi?iefs  he  has  difeovered  to  re¬ 
ceive  unfavorable  impreffions  of  it,  and  the 
oublick  teftimony  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
aear  ao*ainft  it,  before  he  could  have  time 
to  make  an  impartial  enquiry,  betrayed  a 
want  of  candor  unbecoming  his  Ration  and 
character. 

RESOLVED,  that  many  of  the  letters 
and  memorials  aforefaid  are  falfe,  fcanda- 
lous,  and  infamous  libels  upon  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  this  Town,  Province  and  Continent, 
of  the  moft  virulent  and  malicious,  as  well 
as  dangerous  and  pernicious  tendency  :  and 

that 
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that  the  feleCtmen  be  and  hereby  are  direct¬ 
ed  to  apply  and  complain  to  proper  authority, 
that  the  wicked  authors  of  thofe  incendiary 
libels,  may  be  proceeded  with  according  to 
law,  and  brought  to  condign  punifhment. 
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OBSERVATIO  NS 
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O  N 

Several  Acts  of  Parliament,  &C. 


TH  E  reprefentative  body  of  this  people 
having  very  fully  and  repeatedly  re- 
monftrated  againft  thefe  ads,  as  un- 
conftitutional,  and  as  infringing  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  fubjed,  it  is  unneceflary  to 
add  any  thing  upon  that  head ;  but  we  {hall 
confine  our  remarks  to  fuch  parts  of  thefe  ads 
as  afFed  the  trading  intereft. 


B 


By 


By  thele  aCts  certain  rates  and  duties  are  im- 
pofed  on  molalTes,  fugars,  wine,  tea,  glafs, 
paper,  and  many  other  articles  commonly  im¬ 
ported  into  the  British  colonies  in  America, 
and  feveral  leading  articles  which  procured  re¬ 
mittances  to  Great-Britain,  are  now  either 
brought  into  the  clafs  of  enumerated  articles, 
or  fubje&ed  to  the  duty,  rifque  and  expence 
of  being  landed  in  Great-Britain  ;  which  em- 

r 

barraffments  on  the  trade  of  the  colonies  muft 
greatly  diminifh,  if  not  wholly  deftroy,  fe¬ 
veral  branches  of  it,  and  fo  far  leilen  the  de¬ 
mand  for  British  manufactures,  great  quantities 
of  which  are  annually  imported  into  this  pro¬ 
vince  (more  than  the  amount  of  our  exports  to 
Great-Britain)  for  the  payment  of  which  we 

depend  not  only  upon  what  is  produced  among 
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ourfelves,  but  alfo  upon  what  is  caught  out  of 
the  fea,  or  is  obtained  by  a  circuity  of  com¬ 
merce  abroad.  To  colleCt  this  revenue  the 
government  is  at  a  very  great  expence,  equal 
at  lead:  (and,  including  the  charge  of  men  of 
war  and  cutters  to  guard  the  coaft,  vadiy  fu- 
perior)  to  all  the  revenue  that  could  be  col¬ 
lected,  had  our  trade  been  as  extenfive  as  it 
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was  before  thofe  afts  were  made ;  which  is 
not  the  cafe  now,  and  never  will  be,  while 
they  remain  in  force. 

One  principal  branch  of  the  trade  of  this 
province  is  the  fifhery  carried  on  to  the  Banks, 
in  which  there  are  upwards  of  three  hundred 
veiTels  employ’d,  belides  a  great  number  of 
boats  in  the  Bay,  and  about  ninety  fail  in  the 
mackarel  fifhery.  The  amount  the  fifh  thefe 
veflels  cure,  with  the  pickled  fifh  and  liver  oil, 
is  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  flerling  per  annum  :  about  two-fifths  of 
the  Bank  fifh  turns  out  merchantable,  and  is 
fent  to  Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy,  and  the  nett 
proceeds  remitted  to  Great-Britain  ;  the  other 
three-fifths,  being  unfit  for  any  market  in 
Europe,  is  fent  with  the  pickled  fifh  and 
mackarel  to  the  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies : 
And  as  the  Englifh  iflands  do  not  confume 
more  than  is  made  by  the  boats  in  the  Bay, 
being  about  one-fifth,  and  one-fourth  of  the 
mackarel  and  pickled  fifh,  the  remaining  two- 
fifths  made  by  the  Bankers,  together  with 
three  quarters  of  the  mackarel  and  pickled 
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Ml,  is  carried  to  the  French  and  other  foreign 
iflands,  in  return  for  which  we  receive  mo- 
laffes  and  fome  ordinary  fugars.— This  valuable 
brancn  of  our  trade,  the  fifhery,  almoft,  if  not 
wholly,  depends  on  our  trade  to  the  foreign 
iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies — As  we  cannot 
cure  fifli  for  the  European  markets  feparate 
from  the  other  fort  fent  there,  and  as  we  have 
no  other  market  for  what  is  made  by  the 
Bankers,  it  will  be  loft  if  not  fent  to  the  fo¬ 
reign  iflands,  and  this  lofs  muft  entirely  de- 
ftroy  the  whole  Bank  fifhery. 

# 

Another  confiderable  branch  of  the  trade  of 
this  province  is  lumber  of  all  kinds,  alfo  pro- 
vifions,  horfes,  and  many  other  articles  fuitable 
for  the  Weft-India  markets,  in  which  trade 
there  are  upwards  of  an  hundred  and  eighty 
veffels  annually  employed,  molt  of  which 
make  two  voyages  in  a  year :  Thefe  velTels  call 
fit'll  at  the  English  iflands,  and  when  they  are 
fupplied,  the  remainder  is  carried  to  the  foreign 
iflands. — A  quantity  of  oak  timber,  Haves,  and 
other  lumber  is  fent  to  Ireland,  fome  to  Ma¬ 
deira  and  the  Weltern  Iflands,  to  purchafe 
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wines,  and  fome  few  cargoes  are  fent  to  Spain, 

Portugal  and  England,  but  none  to  any  foreign 
port  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Finifter. — The 
firft  coft  of  thefe  cargoes  of  lumber  being  very 
fmall,  the  whole  profits  are  not  more  than  a 
bare  freight  for  the  veflels  ;  but  this  freight  is 
a  great  encouragement  to  fhip-building,  which 
is  another  confiderable  branch  of  trade  in  this 
province,  wherein  there  have  been  upwards  of 
three  hundred  fail  built  in  a  year,  before  the 
late  embarraftments  were  laid  on  the  trade, 
fince  which  this  number  has  been  reduced  at 
leaft  two-thirds,  and  the  tradefmen  formerly 
employ’d  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs  are  now 
obliged  to  procure  a  livelihood  in  fome  manu¬ 
facture,  or  ftarve.— Some  of  thefe  Chips  went 
diredJy  to  Europe  with  fiih,  oil,  pot  and  pearl 
afih,  naval  flores  and  lumber,  but  the  greateft 
part  went  to  the  Weft-Indies  with  lumber, 
fifti,  and  other  articles  of  our  produce,  the 
proceeds  of  which,  with  the  freights  from 
thence  to  England,  together  with  the  veffels, 
were  remitted  to  Great-Britain,  to  pay  for  the' 
goods  we  received  from  thence ;  and,  by 
having  timber  plenty,  and  building  fo  many 

vefTds, 
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veffels,  we  became  carriers  for  other  parts  of 
America.  Befides  the  trade  to  the  Weft-  Indies, 
many  of  our  fhips  formerly  went  to  Virginia, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  where  they  carried 
large  quantities  of  rum,  to  purchafe  rice,  to¬ 
bacco  and  naval  flores,  and  took  in  freight  for 
Great  -  Britain,  where  the  proceeds  of  the 
whole  (and  indeed  of  all  our  trade)  centers. 

x^nother  confiderable  branch  of  our  trade  is 
that  carried  on  to  Africa,  where  we  fend  large 
quantities  of  New-England  rum,  not  only  for 
our  own  trade,  but  to  fupply  the  traders  in 
fillips  from  Great-Britain,  with  whom  we  ex¬ 
change  this  commodity  for  other  European 
articles  brought  out  by  them  fuitable  for  that 
trade,  by  means  of  which  they  are  enabled  to 
carry  on  their  trade  to  greater  advantage  than 
they  would  otherwife  do  without  this  neceflary 
article — And  as  the  flaves  purchafed  there  are 
chiefly  fold  in  the  Weft-Indies  for  bills  on 
London,  the  proceeds  of  this  trade  confer 
quently  are  remitted  to  Great-Britain. 


All 
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All  thefe  feveral  branches  of  trade  are  greatly 
obftruded  by  the  duties  impofed,  and  the  re- 
ffridions  to  which  they  are  fubjeded  by  the 
aforementioned  ads. — The  duty  on  molaffes, 
tho’  reduced  to  one  penny  per  gallon,  which  at 
firft  light  may  appear  but  fmall,  yet,  as  it  is 
one  tenth  part  of  the  value  (when  brought  to 
market)  is  really  large,  and  will  be  a  difcou- 
ragement  to  a  trade  which  has  inlinuated  itfelf 
into,  and  is  a  great  Ipring  to  every  branch  of 
bufinefs  among  us. — The  fillicry,  the  lumber 
trade  and  Ihip-building,  are  greatly  promoted 
by  the  importation  of  molaffes,  and  dialling 
it  into  rum,  and  the  trade  to  Africa  wholly 
depends  on  this  article ;  fo  that  any  ad  which 
hath  a  tendency  to  obltrud  the  importation  of 
molaffes,  mull:  be  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain. 
— The  former  ads,  impofing  duties  on  mo¬ 
laffes,  were  intended  only  as  a  regulation  of 
trade,  and  to  encourage  our  own  illands,  and 
the  duty  was  only  on  foreign  molaffes;  but 
by  thefe  ads  it  is  impofed  on  all  molaffes, 
and  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  re¬ 
venue. 


The 


The  duty  of  five  fhillings  per  hundred  on 
brown,  and  twenty-two  fhillings  on  white 
fugars,  is  a  great  burden  on  our  trade  to  the 
foreign  iflands :  If  we  confine  ourfelves  to 
molafles,  a  fufficient  return’d  cargo  cannot  al¬ 
ways  be  obtained ;  and  the  aforefaid  duties 
upon  fugars  are  fo  heavy,  as  to  render  the  im¬ 
port  of  them  fo  unprofitable,  that  we  cannot 
purfue  a  trade  by  which  we  difpofed  of  the  fu- 
perfluous  produce  of  our  country. 

By  thefe  ads  we  are  reftrained  from  export¬ 
ing  fugars  to  a  foreign  market,  without  firft 
landing  them  in  Great-Britain,  or  obtaining  a 
licence  from  thence  to  carry  them  diredly  to  a 
foreign  market. — If  we  go  firft  to  Great- 
Britain,  and  land  them  there,  it  will  prove  fo 
expenfive,  by  the  delay  and  charges  of  un¬ 
loading  and  refhipping,  and  alfo  of  a  double 
freight  and  infurance,  that  the  trade  cannot  be 
carried  on  to  any  advantage,  efpecially  in  a 
time  of  war.-— If  we  carry  thefe  fugars  diredly 
to  a  foreign  market,  by  licence  from  Great- 
Britain,  the  difficulties  and  embarraflments  are 
ftill  greater,  as  the  velfel  in  which  any  fugars 
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are  to  be  fhipt  muff  fir  ft  go  to  Great- Britaifl* 
and  the  mafter  enter  into  bonds  there,  before 
a  licence  can  be  procured,  during  which  the 
fugars  are  to  remain  in  the  King’s  ftores  here  ; 
and  after  they  are  delivered  in  a  foreign  port, 
the  velTel  mull  return  to  Great-Britain  to  can¬ 
cel  the  bonds,  before  die  can  proceed  on  any 
other  voyage. — Tho’  the  liberty  granted  to 
carry  thefe  fugars  direCtly  to  foreign  ports  by 
licence,  might  be  intended  as  an  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  trade,  the  regulations  and  re- 
ftridtions  are  fuch  as  will  effectually  defeat 
this  very  defign  :  Whereas,  if  we  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  export  thefe  fugars  (after  being 
ffored  here  under  the  care  of  cuftom-houfe 
officers)  to  foreign  markets  in  our  own  vef- 
fels,  free  of  duty,  it  would  encourage  the 
bringing  them  here,  and  in  time  might  be¬ 
come  a  very  confiderable  branch  of  trade ; 
and  in  particular  would  enable  us  to  employ 
our  fifh-ffiips  to  better  advantage,  as  they 
carry  no  fiffi  between  decks,  and  confequently 
might  be  partly  laden  with  fugars.  But  under 
the  prefent  regulations,  none  will  ever  be 
brought  here  in  order  to  be  exported  to  a  fo- 
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reign  market  in  Europe,  either  in  our  own 
veflcls  or  any  other. 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that 
fhould  we  be  allowed  the  free  importation  of 
foreign  fugars,  even  for  own  confumption,  the 
trade  of  Great-Britain  would  not  be  injured, 
but  greatly  benefitted  ;  for  in  this  cafe,  more 
of  the  fugars  made  in  the  Englifh  iflands 
might  be  carried  to  Great-Britain,  and  what 

O 

they  did  not  conl’ume  would  be  exported  from 
thence  to  foreign  markets,  which  would  em¬ 
ploy  a  greater  number  of  Ihips,  and  thereby 
increafe  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain,  with¬ 
out  lelTening  that  of  the  colonies — and  all  the 
fugars  we  procured  from  the  French  iflands, 
and  carried  to  foreign  markets  in  Europe^ 
muft  neceffarily  leffen  their  navigation,  and 
increafe  that  of  Great-Britain. 

Formerly  we  made  coniiderabie  remittances 
to  Great-Britain  with  fugars,  the  produce  of 
the  Englifh  iflands,  which  we  received  in  re¬ 
turn  for  our  own  produce  lold  there :  But  by 

the  aft  of  the  6th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  we 
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find  fuch  a  diftindion  made  in  favour  of  our 
fellow  fubjeds  in  the  iflands,  that  while  they 
may  import  Britifh  plantation  fugars  into 
Great-Britain  as  fuch ,  that  which  is  imported 
from  North-America  mud  be  deemed  French ; 
by  which  means  we  are  cut  off  from  an  article 
of  export  which  hath  been  heretofore  consi¬ 
derable,  and  might  be  fo  ftill,  were  it  not  for 
th  is  regulation. 


Logwood  and  mahogany  have  been,  by  a 
circuity  of  trade,  the  means  of  large  remit¬ 
tances  to  Great-Britain — thefe  we  have  ob¬ 
tained  by  fmail  cargoes  of  provisions  produced 
among  ourfelves,  together  with  fome  Britifli 
manufadures,  by  which  many  of  our  veffels 
have  been  employ’d  ;  but  now,  by  being 
obliged  to  carry  them  firft  to  England,  fuch 
heavy  expences  will  be  incurred,  by  reafon  of 
their  bulk,  and  the  fmallnefs  of  their  value, 
as  muft  put  an  end  to  this  branch  of  bufinefs, 
and  confequently  the  trade  muft  fall  into  the 
hands  of  foreigners. 
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The  reafons  given  for  thefe  regulations,  as 
mentioned  in  the  add  of  the  6th  of  George 
the  Third,  were  “  the  more  effeCtuallv  to 
prevent  enumerated  goods  being  privately 
carried  from  the  Britifh  colonies,  into  fo- 
**  reign  parts  of  Europe,  in  veffels  that 
11  clear’d  out  with  non-enumerated  goods  j 
“  and  alfo  to  prevent  the  clandeftine  impor- 
tation  of  foreign  European  goods  into  faid 
“  Britifh  colonies.’5  Upon  the  fdrft  of  thefe 
reafons  we  would  obferve,  that  the  great  care 
and  vigilance  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  here 
might  anfwer  the  purpofe,  and  effectually 
prevent  any  fuch  enumerated  goods  from 
being  exported  to  foreign  parts,— With  re- 
fpedt  to  the  fecond,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  obliging  a  veffel  to  Hop  at  England, 
upon  an  outward-bound  voyage,  can  have 
any  influence  in  preventing  the  importation 
of  illicit  goods  upon  her  return,  efpecially 
when  l’ufficient  care  was  before  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  fuch  illicit  importation,  by  obliging  all 
yeffels  that  have  any  foreign  goods  on  board; 
to  hop  at  Great- Britain  on  their  return. 
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Another  great  embarraftment  to  the  trade 
of  the  colonies,  is  the  multiplicity  of  bonds 
required  by  the  aforefaid  a<fts  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  in  addition  to  the  bond  for  enu¬ 
merated  goods,  required  by  an  a<ft  made  in 
the  1 2th  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second,  the  condition  of  which  bond  is, 
That  fuch  enumerated  goods  fhall  be  landed 
either  in  Great-Britain,  or  fome  part  of  his 
Majefty’s  dominions :  And  by  an  adt  of  the 
4th  of  George  the  Third,  coffee,  piemento,  ' 
cocoa,  hides,  fkins,  pot  and  pearl  afh,  and 
feveral  other  articles,  are  added  to  the  lift  of 
enumerated  goods — befides  which,  no  mafter 
of  a  veftel  is  allowed  to  take  in  any  non- 
enumerated  goods,  without  firft  giving  an¬ 
other  bond,  with  one  furety,  the  condition  of 
which  is.  That  none  of  faid  non-enumerated 
goods  fhall  be  landed  in  any  port  of  Europe 
to  the  northward  of  Cape  Finifterre,  except 
in  Great-Britain ;  by  which  we  are  excluded 
from  carrying  even  non-enumerated  goods  to 
Ireland,  without  firft  calling  at  fome  port  in 
Great-Britain.  If  any  iron,  or  lumber,  are 
laden  on  board  any  veftel,  the  mafter  muft 
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give 


give  a  third  bond,  on  the  fame  condition  as 
that  required  for  non-enumerated  goods  ;  and 
in  cafe  any  rum  is  laden  on  board,  a  fourth 
bond  is  required,  the  condition  of  which  is. 
That  fuch  Rum  fnall  not  be  landed  in  the  Ifle 
of  Man. 

Thefe  bonds  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  in 
this  port,  require  for  all  vefiels  loading  any 
of  thefe  articles,  not  only  for  fuch  as  are 
going  to  Europe,  the  Weft-Indies,  and  other 
colonies  on  the  continent,  but  even  for 
coafters  going  from  one  town  to  another  in 
the  fame  province,  and  fometimes  for  veflels 
under  twenty  tons,  going  to  another  town 
within  the  diftrid  of  the  fame  cuftom-houfe 
where  the  bonds  are  given  ;  fo  that  no  lum¬ 
ber  can  be  brought  from  the  place  of  its 
growth,  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  this  province, 
to  this,  or  any  other  market,  for  exportation, 
until  fuch  bond  is  given,  though  no  cuftom- 
houfe  officer  refide  within  forty  or  fifty,  and 
fometimes  one  hundred  miles  of  the  place 
where  the  coafter  takes  in  his  lumber:  This 

is  a  very  great  embarraflment  to  the  trade  of 

this 


this  province,  in  which  there  are  a  great 
number  of  veffels  employ’d  in  the  coafting 
bufinefs,  and  upwards  of  one  thoufand  fail 
are  annually  enter’d  and  cleared  at  the  feveral 
offices.  This  reftridtion  appears  the  more  un¬ 
accountable,  as  it  is  not  known  that  one 
fingle  veffel  ever  carried  a  cargo  of  lumber  to 
any  foreign  port  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Finifterre.  Had  fuch  a  trade  formerly  been 
carried  on,  the  coafting  veffels  are  not  ca¬ 
pable  of  profecuting  fuch  a  voyage,  and  the 
charge  of  thefe  bonds,  and  certificates  to  can¬ 
cel  them,  amount  annually  to  a  very  large 

fum. - Befides  thefe  feveral  bonds,  every 

matter  of  a  veffel,  even  a  coatter,  is  obliged 

3  O 

to  take  out  a  fufferance  and  cocket  for  every 
article  laden  on  board  ;  and  in  cafe  he  takes 
in  any  goods  for  which  bond  is  required,  he 
mutt  have  a  certificate  from  the  collector,  of 
his  having  given  bond  for  thofe  .articles ;  and 
in  cafe  he  negle&s  taking  fuch  certificate,  not 
only  the  goods  for  which  bonds  are  required, 
but  even  the  veffel  and  the  reft  of  the  cargo, 
are  forfeited.  Tins  lias  been  feverely  felt  by 
fome  Traders  here,  who  have  loft  both  vcftel 

3  and 
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and  cargo,  to  a  very  confiderable  value,  only 
for  want  of  fuch  certificate,  tho’  the  cocket 
for  thofe  goods  mentioned  that  bonds  were 
taken ;  but  the  certificate  was  either  miflaid, 
or  never  delivered  by  the  collector.— -The 
fureties  in  thefe  bonds  are  likewife  greatly 
expofed,  fhould  the  mader  negleCt  to  fend  a 
certificate  of  the  landing  the  goods  for  which 
he  has  given  bonds,  or  fhould  the  collector 
refufe  or  difapprove  of  the  certificate  he  may 
fend,  as  being  improper  (tho’  there  fhould  be 
no  reafon  to  fufpeCt  the  goods  were  carried  to 
any  port  they  were  excluded  from)  the  fure¬ 
ties  may  be  profecuted  in  the  court  of  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  obliged  to  pay  confiderable 
cods  at  lead,  if  not  the  whole  penalty,  as 
has  heretofore  been  experienced  in  that 
court,  and  is  fuch  an  infupportable  burden 
on  trade,  as  will  prevent  many  from  engaging 
in  it. 

Before  a  cocket  can  be  taken  out  for  any 
goods,  and  fome  even  of  Britifh  manufacture, 
oath  mud  be  made,  when,  by  whom,  and  in 
what  veffel,  the  article  intended  to  be  ex- 
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ported  was  imported :  This,  in  many  cafes* 
is  impoffible,  and  will  prevent  fome  towns 
from  being  fupply’d  with  fuch  goods  as  they 
want,  and  induce  others  to  fet  up  manufac¬ 
tures  of  their  own,  and  thereby  leffen  the 
confumption  of  Britifh  manufactures  in  the 
colonies,  which  muft  be  feverely  felt  by  the 
manufacturers  in  Great-Britain. 

Another  great  difeouragement  to  the  trade 
of  America,  is  the  unlimited  power  given  to 
officers  of  the  cuftoms. — The  aCt  palfed  in 
the  4th  year  of  George  the  Third  ordains. 
That  in  cafe  any  information  fha!l  be  com¬ 
menced  and.  brought  to  tryal  in  America, 
on  account  of  the  feizure  of  any  fhip  or  goods 
as  forfeited,  wherein  a  verdiCt  fhall  be  given 
for  the  claimer,  the  defendant,  if  the  judge 
certifies  that  there  was  a  probable  caufe  of 
feizure,  fhall  not  be  intitled  to  any  cofts  of 

fuit  whatfoever - and  further,  in  cafe  an 

aCtion  fhall  be  brought  againft  any  officer, 
for  feizing  any  fhip  or  goods,  where  no 
information  fhall  be  commenced,  or  brought 
to  tryal  to  condemn  the  fame,  and  a  verdiCt 

D  fhall 


(hall  be  given  againft  the  defendant,  the 
plainliff,  befides  his  fhip  or  goods  fo  feized, 
or  the  value  thereof,  fhall  not  be  entitled  to 
above  two- pence  damages,  nor  to  any  coft  of 
fait :  But  if  the  plaintiff  fhall  be  non-fuited, 
or  difcontinue  his  adtion,  or  if  judgment 
fhall  be  given,  upon  any  verdidt  or  de¬ 
murrer,  againft  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant 
fhall  recover  triple  cofts.  By  thefe  claufes 
in  this  aft,  and  the  power  and  extention  of 
the  courts  of  Vice- Admiralty,  the  whole 
trade  of  America  lies  at  the  mercy  of  the 
officers  of  the  cuftoms  and  judge  of  faid 
court,  the  former  being  impower’d  to  feize 
the  fhips  or  goods  of  the  American  mer¬ 
chants  at  their  pleafure ;  and  though  they 
never  profecute  the  fame,  or  adt  ever  fo 
arbitrarily  or  unjuftly,  the  merchant  has  no 
remedy,  the  officer  not  being  fubjedt  to  any 
damage,  or  even  to  coft  of  fuit,  while  the 
diftreffed  claimant,  tho’  ever  fo  much  in¬ 
jured,  if  he  lhould  be  non-fuited,  or  dif¬ 
continue  his  adtion,  muft  pay  triple  cofts  : 
And  as  the  governor,  as  well  as  the  officers 
of  the  cuftoms  and  judge  of  the  admiralty, 
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are  interefted  in  thofe  feizures,  it  is  natural  to 
conclude  they  will  always  encourage  and 
promote  the  fame ;  and  many  inftances  may 
be  produced,  where  both  veflel  and  goods 
have  been  condemned  as  forfeited,  only  for 
a  fmall  miftake  or  negleCt  of  the  m after,  and 
the  induftrious  trader  thereby  ruined  ;  which 
feverities  are  not  exercifed  towards  our  fellow- 
fubjeCts  in  Great  Britain. 

Since  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  com- 
miflioners  to  refide  in  America,  the  reftric- 
tions  and  embarraflments  on  the  trade  have 
been  greatly  increafed,  by  the  attendance 
and  delay  in  entering  and  clearing  of  veflels 
at  the  collector’s  office,  where  fome  mafters 
have  been  obliged  to  wait  two  or  three  days, 
before  they  could  obtain  an  entry  or  permit 
to  unload  :  The  many  oaths  and  certificates 
required,  before  any  veflel  can  be  cleared  out, 
have  occafioned  the  fame  delay  to  our  out¬ 
ward-bound  veflels. 


Another  difficulty  attending  the  entry  of 
veflels,  particularly  from  the  Weft-Indies,  is 
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the  mailer’s  being  required  to  make  an  exadfc 
report  of  their  cargoes  on  their  firfl  arrival 
(even  at  any  out-ports  they  may  put  into  by 
contrary  winds)  and  denying  them  liberty  to 

make  a  pod-entry. - In  Great-Britain,  the 

mailers  are  allow’d  to  make  reports  from  day 
to  day,  as  they  find  any  goods  omitted  ;  but 
this  jujlice  is  denied  the  Americans,  and  the 
board  of  commiffioners  have  publicly  adver- 
tifed.  That  no  allowance,  for  the  future,  fhall 
be  made  for  miflakes  or  omiffions  in  the  firfl 
report,  even  for  adventures  belonging  to  the 
feamen.  This  is  an  hardfhip,  or  rather  a 
cruelty,  as  the  feamen  frequently  get  aboard 
more  than  the  mailers  are  acquainted  with, 
and  as  the  mailers  purchafe  their  molafles  on 
fhore  in  tierces,  and  fhift  it  into  other  calks 
of  their  own  when  brought  on  board  the 
velfel,  and  are  often  filling  up  thofe  calks,  it 
is  fometimes  difficult  for  them  exactly  to 
afcertain  the  number  and  contents  of  the 

calks  they  have  filled. - The  fees  taken  at 

the  collector’s  office,  particularly  for  coafters, 
and  obliging  them  to  enter  and  clear  in  the 
fame  manner  as  veffels  bound  on  foreign 

voyages, 
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voyages,  and  to  give  bonds  for  every  trifling 
article  they  carry  for  private  families,  even 
for  a  few  pounds  of  tea  or  fugar,  or  a  few 
gallons  of  rum  or  molaffes  purchafed  of  re¬ 
tailers,  for  which  they  mull:  produce  certifi¬ 
cates,  on  oath,  in  what  velfel  thefe  trifles 
were  imported,  and  by  whom  the  duties  were 
paid,  which  is  often  impoflible,  are  fuch  em- 
barralfments  on  this  branch  of  bufinefs,  as,  if 
continued,  it  mull  entirely  dellroy  it— For¬ 
merly  the  coalfers  were  not  required  to  take 
cockets  for  every  trifling  article,  and  the  fees, 
both  entering  and  clearing,  was  only  one  Jhilling 
llerling,  whereas  the  expence  now  is  from  ten 
fallings  to  fix  teen  fallings,  which  is  more  ready 


money  than  they  fometimes  receive  for  their 
whole  freight ;  and  as  they  frequently  take  in 
only  a  few  articles,  the  charge  of  clearing  thofe 
articles  at  the  cuftom-houle  is  more  than  the 
freight. - The  appointment  of  an  almofl:  in¬ 

credible  number  of  inferior  officers,  as  tidef- 
men,  boatmen,  waiters  and  others,  and  re¬ 


quiring  the  mailer  to  receive  and  lodge  them 
under  deck  (without  any  authority  to  fupport 
it)  is  another  caufe  of  complaint — Some  of 

thofe 
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thofe  wretches  are  perfons  of  fuch  infamous 
characters,  that  the  merchants  cannot  pof- 
fibly  think  their  intereft  fafe  under  their  care. 
— The  liberty  thefe  fellows  take,  of  fearch- 
ing  veffels  before  they  are  difcharged,  and 
lometimes  before  the  mailer’s  have  reported 
at  the  cuftom-houfe,  is  not  only  illegal,  but 
impudent ,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  in 
Great-Britain,  where  the  officers  never  fearch 
the  hold  of  any  veffel  till  the  mailer  fays  Ihe 
is  difcharged,  and  delires  the  waiter  to  cer¬ 
tify  the  fame  to  the  cultom-houfe.  Another 
intolerable  grievance  is  the  appointment  of 
officers  of  the  culloms  on  board  the  men  of 
war,  cutters,  and  other  armed  veffels  j  the 
arbitrary,  unlawful  and  wanton  manner  in 
which  they  have  exercifed  this  authority  in 
this  province,  is  unprecedented  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Britiffi  dominions. 

Some  of  thefe  officers,  by  force  of  arms, 
have  enter’d  veffels  on  the  high  feas,  and  in 
the  harbours,  infolently  demanded  of  the 
mailers  their  papers,  broke  open  their  hatches, 
and  fearch’d  the  hold  with  lighted  candles  ■, 

even 
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even  ffiips  from  London,  with  hemp  and 
powder  on  board,  have  been  treated  in  this 
manner,  and  both  the  lives  and  properties 
of  his  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjeds  thereby  great¬ 
ly  endanger’d.-— 'Some  velfels  coming  into 
this  harbour,  before  the  matters  could 
reach  the  cuttom-houfe  to  make  report, 
have  been  boarded  by  armed  boats  from 
the  Romney,  commanded  by  Captain  Cor¬ 
ner  :  One  veflel,  from  the  Weft-Indies, 
had  her  hatches  open’d,  and  twenty  hogf- 
heads  of  molafles  hoifted  upon  deck,  to 
learch  the  hold  i  Another  vefiel,  with 
lumber,  was  carried  along-iide  the  Rom¬ 
ney,  her  hold  unftowed,  and  the  boards 
taken  on  board  the  king’s  ffiip,  before  the 
matter  was  petmitted  to  go  to  the  cuttom- 
houfe  to  report:  A  veffel  from  Lifbon, 
bound  to  Marblehead,  was  boarded  on  the 
high  feas  by  Mr.  Panton,  lieutenant  of  the 
Rofe  (who  was  likewife  an  officer  of  the 
cuftoms)  with  a  defign  to  imprefs  the 
feamen,  who  concealed  themfelves  in  the 
hold;  upon  which  Mr.  Panton  attained 
the  cuttom-houfe  officer,  and  pretended 

that 
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that  he  was  going  to  fearch  the  veflel  for 
uncuftomed  goods,  and,  under  this  pre¬ 
tence,  enter’d  the  hold,  and  endeavour’d 
to  imprefs  the  feamen,  who  flood  upon 
their  defence,  and  told  the  officer,  upon 
his  peril,  not  to  enter  the  fore-hold  j  upon 
which  they  were  fired  upon,  and  one  of 
the  feamen  was  ffiot  thro’  his  arm,  and 
another  wounded  :  This  brought  on  an 
engagement,  in  which  the  lieutenant  was 
killed,  and  the  veflel  brought  out  of  her 
way,  to  Bofton,  by  the  man  of  war.— 
Several  other  veflels  have  been  feized  in 
the  Bay,  at  the  Vineyard,  and  other  ports, 
(where  they  have  been  obliged,  by  con¬ 
trary  winds,  to  make  a  harbour)  fent  into 
ports  they  were  not  bound  for,  and  there 
detain’d  at  a  great  expence,  on  the  trifling 
pretence  that  fome  article  (not  on  cargo, 
but  belonging  to  the  mariners)  was  found 
on  board,  not  fpecified  in  the  cockets. 

Upwards  of  twenty  fail  of  men  of  war, 
cutters,  and  other  armed  veflels,  purchafed 
by  the  board  of  Comtniffioners,  have  been 

employed 


employed  this  year  to  cruize  on  the  trade 
of  this  province,  without  difcovering  one 
veflel  in  an  illicit  trade,  tho'  their  expec¬ 
tations  were  raifed  in  hopes  of  plunder, 
by  the  unjuft  and  cruel  mifreprefentations 
made  by  wicked  and  defigning  men.  Some 
of  the  commanders  of  the  king’s  fhips 
purchafed  fmall  veflels  on  their  own  ac¬ 
counts,  and  fent  them  into  the  little  har¬ 
bours  and  coves,  where  the  men  of  war 
could  not  cruife ;  and  fome  of  thefe  have 
been  difguifed  as  coafters,  and  every  other 
method  has  been  ufed,  to  deted  a  fup- 
pofed  contraband  trade ;  even  the  mart er 
of  a  little  cutter  purchafed  a  fifhing  boat, 
on  his  own  account,  for  the  fame  purpofe  : 
But  being  difappointed  of  the  advantages 
which  were  expeded  to  be  reaped  from 
the  condemnation  of  illicit  traders,  or  the 
prizes  (as  they  call’d  them)  they  have  been 
induced  to  take  advantage  of  the  miftakes 
and  omiflions  of  the  matters  of  coafting 
veflels,  feveral  of  whom  have  been  feized 
by  thofe  guarda  cottas,  and  two  adually 
condemned  for  fome  trifles  found  on 

E  board. 
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board,  without  being  in  the  clearance.— 
They  have  indeed  feized  twenty-three 
other  veflels,  upon  fome  trifling  pretences, 
all  of  which  have  been  difmifs’d,  after 
being  detain’d  fome  time,  at  a  confiderable 
expence. — The  fifhery  has  likewife  been 
greatly  diftrefled  by  the  guarda  coftas.— - 
Many  of  our  fifhermen  cure  their  fifh  at 
Canfo,  and  other  places  in  Nova- Scotia,  at 
a  great  diftance  from  any  cuflom-houfe, 
and  when  the  fifhing  feafon  is  over,  they 
take  in  the  fifh  they  have  cured  on  fhore, 
and  return  home  :  This  has  been  the 
practice  ever  fince  the  fifhery  was  carried 
on,  till  the  pafling  of  the  late  afts,  and 
the  appointment  of  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
on  board  the  King’s  veflels,  fince  which 
many  of  the  fifhing  veflels  have  been  feiz’d 
by  thefe  avaricious  officers,  and  condemn’d 
in  the  court  of  admiralty,  for  taking  in 
their  dry  fifh  without  firfl:  having  a  permit 
from  the  cnflom-houfe,  and  giving  the 
bond  required  for  non-enumerated  goods  ; 
and  the  flappers  of  thofe  veflels  are  now 
obliged  to  make  two  trips  to  Halifax  or 
I  Louifbourg, 
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Louilbourg,  firft  to  give  bond  and  take  a 
permit  to  load,  and  when  they  have  taken 
in  their  fiffi,  to  procure  a  clearance  to 
fcreen  their  veffels  and  fifh  from  the  jaws 
of  thefe  devouring  monfters. 

The  Commiffioners  themfelves  (tho’  by 
adt  of  parliament  they  are  not  intituled  to 
any  ffiare  of  the  forfeitures)  appear,  by  the 
whole  tenor  of  their  condudt,  to  have  been 
more  intent  upon  making  feizures,  than 
upon  promoting  the  revenue ;  nor  have 
they  ffiewn  the  lead:  difpofition  to  ferve 
the  trade,  but  have  taken  every  method  in 
their- power  to  embarrafs  it,  by  their  direc¬ 
tions  to  the  collectors  and  other  officers  of 
the  cuftoms  and  by  their  employing 
perfons  of  the  mod.  abandoned  characters 
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*  °n  the  27th  of  October  1768,  John  Hancock,  Efq; 
Mr.  Lewis  Gray,  Capt.  Daniel  Malcom,  Capt.  John 
Matchet,  and  others,  were  libell'd  for  £.  9000  fterling 
each,  and  held  to  bail  in  3000  fterling  each,  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  on  fufpicion  of  their 
aiding  and  aflifting  at  the  landing  a  few  pipes  of  wine, 
imported  in  the  floop  Liberty,  from  Madeira,  more 

than 
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under  them,  fome  of  whom  have  adted  in 
open  violation  of  the  laws ;  and  one  in 

particular, 

< 

than  were  reported  at  the  cuflom-houfe.  The  libel 
againft  Mr.  Hancock  came  on  the  7th  of  November, 
when  a  vaft  number  of  witnefies  were  examined  upon 
interrogatories  in  the  tedious  method  of  the  civil  law, 
and  no  proof  appearing  againft  him,  the  court  was  ad¬ 
journ’d  to  the  next  week,  and  a  new  fet  of  witnefies 
were  produced  and  examined  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
to  as  little  purpofe ;  after  which  the  court  was  feveral 
times  adjourn’d,  and  other  witnefies  fummoned,  even 
Mr.  Hancock’s  moll  intimate  friends  and  acquaintance, 
fo  that  a  great  part  of  the  winter  was  taken  up  in  at¬ 
tending  on  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  examining  thofe 
witnefies ;  and  after  every  method  had  been  tried,  and 
no  proof  could  be  procured  againft  him,  in  the  fpring 
1769,  on  the  publication  of  the  new  judge  of  admiralty’s 
commifiion,  Mr.  Hancock  was  difcharg’d  from  this  vex¬ 
atious  and  unprecedented  libel. 

The  libels  againft  Mr.  Gray,  and  others,  on  the 
fame  account,  were  difmifs’d  at  the  fame  time,  without 
examining  any  witnefies  in  the  cafe. 

About  the  fame  time  Capt.  Malcom,  Capt.  Dor- 
rington,  and  others ,  were  libell’d  for  £.  2400  fterling 
each,  and  held  to  bail  in  /.8c 0  fterling,  on  fufpicion  of 
their  afiifting  at  the  landing  a  few  pipes  of  wine,  op¬ 
pos’d  to  be  imported  in  the  fchooner  Friendfhip,  from 
the  Weftern  Iflands  5  and  as  no  evidences  could  be 

produced 
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particular,  without  the  leaft  provocation, 
fired  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  by  force  of 
arms  refcued  a  prifoner,  taken  by  the 
King’s  writ,  from  the  hand  of  juftice. 


The  merchants  and  traders  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  colonies,  and  more  particularly  in 
this  province,  have  been  greatly  abufed  by 
the  reprefentations  that  have  been  made 
to  Great-Britain,  of  their  importing  large 
quantities  of  the  manufactures  of  France, 
Holland,  Hambro’  and  other  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  which  are 
falfe  and  malicious:  The  merchants  in  this 
province  carry  on  no  trade  with  any  part 
of  France,  except  to  their  iflands  in  the 
Weft-Indies }  and  no  inftance  can  be  pro¬ 
duced 


produced  to  fupport  the  charge  in  thefe  libels,  they 
wcie  a  di, miffed  at  the  fame  time  Mr.  Hancock’s 


Other  inftances  of  the  fame  kind  of  proceeding 
m.ght  be  produc’d,  but  thefe  will  be  fufficient  to  fhew 
in  what  a  cruel  and  vexatious  manner  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province  are  treated  by  the  Hoard  of  Commif- 


f 


I 
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duced  of  any  quantity  of  manufactures 
being  brought  from  thence.  The  goods 
imported  from  Holland  and  Hambro’  are 
all  enter’d  in  England,  and  the  duties,  to 
a  conliderable  amount,  annually  are  paid 
there. — When  the  duty  upon  molafles  was 
fixpence  fterling  a  gallon,  as  there  was  no 
appropriation  made  of  that  duty,  it  was 
well  known  in  England  the  officers  of  the 
cuftoms  connived  at  the  importation,  and 
their  conduct  was  not  difapproved:  How 
far  this  will  juftify  fuch  reprefentations,  is 
fubmitted  to  the  impartial  public — but 
liuce  the  duty  on  molafies  has  been  reduced, 

the  whole,  tho’  grievous,  has  been  regu¬ 
larly  paid. 

,  % 

The  merchants  do  not  defire  liberty  to 
import  any  kind  of  goods  that  are  preju¬ 
dicial  to  the  manufactures  of  Great- Britain, 
nor  have  they  ever  yet  complain’d  of  their 
trade  being  confin’d  to  Great-Britain  for 
fuch  goods  as  are  manufactured  there,  fo 
long  as  they  might  be  imported  duty 
free. 


What 


What  the  Colonifts  have  a  right  to  ex- 
peft  and  hope  for,  is  a  repeal  of  all  the 
adls  impofing  duties  on  any  kind  of  goods 
imported  into  the  Britilh  colonies  for  the 
purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue  in  America, 
as  being  incenfiftent  with  their  rights  as 
free  fubjedts — the  removal  of  every  unne- 
ceffary  burden  upon  trade,  and  that  it  be 
reftord  to  the  fame  footing  it  was  upon 
before  the  ad  of  the  6th  of  George  the 
Second,  commonly  call’d  the  fugar-adt— — - 
particularly, 

That  molalfes,  fo  neceliary  to  promote 
every  branch  of  trade,  and  likewife  fugars, 
be  admitted  free  of  duty.  * 

That  the  importation  of  wines  from 

Madeira  and  the  Azores  may  be  permitted 

agreeable  to  the  aft  of  the  1 5th  of  Charles 
the  Second. 

And  as  the  free  importation  of  fruit 
wine  and  oil,  diredt  from  Spain  and  Por- 
tvould  be  a  great  encouragement  of 
the  nlhery,  and  will  no  ways  interfere  with 

the 
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the  manufactures  of  Great -Britain,  and 
the  obliging  all  vefiels  with  thofe  articles 
on  board  to  call  at  fome  port  in  Great- 
Britain,  being  attended  with  great  ex¬ 
pence  and  delay  ;  and  as  the  acid  of  le¬ 
mons  and  oranges  is  become  almoft  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  inhabitants  of  North-America,  and 
thefe  fruits  not  being  able  to  endure  re¬ 
peated  tranfportation,  it  is  hoped  the  di¬ 
rect  importation  of  wine,  oil,  and  fruit  of 
all  kinds,  may  alfo  be  permitted. 

The  taking  off  the  duties  on  tea,  paper, 
glafs  and  colours,  will  not  relieve  the 

O  7 

trade  of  the  burdens  it  labours  under — But 
fhould  all  the  revenue  aCts  be  repealed,  and 
the  trade  relieved  from  all  unneceffary  re- 
ftriCtions,  and  reftor’d  to  the  footing  it  was 
upon  before  the  aCt  of  the  6th  of  George 
the  Second,  and  the  indulgences  now  men¬ 
tioned  be  granted,  it  would  have  a  happy 
tendency  to  unite  Great- Britain  and  her 
colonies  on  a  lading  foundation — all  clan- 
deftine  trade  would  then  ceafe — the  great 

expence 
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expence  of  men  of  war,  cutters,  of  the 
commiffioners,  and  other  cuftqm-houfe  of- 

fiC.ers  lately  appointed  to  fecure  the  revenue, 
might  be  faved-The  trade,  navigation  and 
iifliery  would  not  only  be  revived,  but 
greatly  extended  j  and,  in  that  cafe,  the 
growth  of  thefe  colonies  would  be  very 
rapid  and  confequently  the  demand  for 

creaS.  manUfa<flUreS  P^rtionabl y  in- 

The  foregoing  obfervations  relate  wholly 
0  e  revenue  ads,  and  the  condud  of  the 
colWhoufe  officers  j  but  we  cannot  con¬ 
clude  without  mentioning  the  great  ex 
pence  and  needlefs  trouble  accruing  to  the 
trade  by  means  of  the  Naval  Office^ 

JdZ‘ht  CftabH<Wnt  cuftom-houfes, 
and  the  appointment  of  cuftom-hoofe  offi. 

cers,  this  office  is  altogether  unneceffiarv 
and  anfwers  no  valuable  purpofe.  7* 

..  ^°n  thJS  head  k  is  proper  to  obferve. 

"hat  f00n  after  the  fettlement  of  thefe  colo- 

F 

mes. 
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:iies,  the  parliament  thought  it  neceflary  to 
take  fome  meafures  for  the  regulation  of 
the  plantation  trade.  The  ad  of  the  12th 
of  Charles  the  Second,  for  encouraging  and 
increafing  (hipping  and  navigation,  ordains 
what  qualifications  fhall  be  neceflary  for 
veffels  trading  to  the  colonies,  and  enjoins 
(he  Governor ,  or  perfons  by  him  appointed , 
to  infped  and  take  care  that  the  fame  be 
obferved,  and  to  take  bonds  for  all  vefifels 
lading  any  of  the  commodities  in  faid  ad 

enumerated. 

Three  years  after,  by  the  ad  of  the  15th 
of  the  fame  reign,  further  regulations  and 
reftridions  were  made,  and  every  perfon  or 
perfons  importing  goods  into  the  colonies 
obliged  to  deliver  to  the  Governor  of  Jucb 
colony ,  or  to  fuch  perfon  or  officer  as  /hall  be 
by  him  thereunto  authorized  or  appointed,  a 
true  inventory  of  all  fuch  goods,  &c.  At 
this  time,  and  until  ten  years  after,  no  du¬ 
ties  were  laid,  by  ad  of  parliament,  upon 
any  commodities  in  the  plantations,  and  ot 
confequence  no  cuftom-houfes  had^bejm 
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ereCted,  or  collectors  or  other  cuftotn- 
houfe  officers  appointed  or  thought  of  in 
the  colonies,  but  the  whole  care  and  in- 
fpeClion  of  trade  remained  with  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  or  the  perjon  he  appointed  Naval-Officer. 
—Afterwards,  by  the  aCt  of  the  25th  of 
the  fame  reign,  chap.  7.  feCt.  3.  duties 
being  laid  on  fugars  and  fundry  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  to  be  paid  in  the  plantations,  when 
carried  from  one  plantation  to  another,  the 
feveral  duties  fo  impofed  were  to  be  levied 
-  and  paid  to  fuch  collector  or  other  officer, 
in  faid  plantations,  as  ffiould  thereafter  be 
appointed  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuf- 
toms  in  England  ;  who  did  accordingly 
appoint  collectors,  and  fuch  other  officers 
as  occafion  required,  for  that  purpole,  who 
ever  lince  their  appointment,  it  is  well 
known,  have  had  the  chief  care  and  in- 
fpeCtion  of  the  trade. 

1  t 

From  this  account  of  the  matter,  it 
appears  that,  as  formerly  there  were  no 
cuftom-houfes  or  cuftom-houfe  officers  in 
America,  the  government  thought  proper 
to  devolve  the  care  and  infpeCtion  of  the 

trade 
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trade  upon  the  Governor  of  each  colony ,  or 
JacJ  ptrfons  as  they  Jhould  appoint  under  them 

XJ  Jat  PUrP°fe>  who  have  been  called  Naval 
Officers-,  that,  upon  the  eftabliffiment  of 

cuftom-houfes  and  cuftom-houfe  officers, 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  naval-office,  or  the 
appointment  of  naval-officers,  was  rendered 
altogether  needlefs.  The  original  defign  of 
government,  in  the  eftabliffiment  or  ap¬ 
pointment  of  either,  was,  that  the  trade 
might  be  duly  taken  care  of  and  infpeCted, 
that  frauds  might  be  prevented,  and  that 
abufes  in  trade  might  be  regulated  :  All 
thefe  purpofes  may  be,  and  are,  effectually 
anfwered  by  the  appointment  of  collectors 
and  other  officers  of  the  cuftoms  j  therefore 
the  naval-office  is  altogether,  ufelefs.  As  it 
is  a  grievous  burthen,  and  tends  greatly  to 
retard  bulinefs,  and  is  a  needlefs  expence, 
without  any  benefit  to  the  government,  or 
anfwering  any  one  valuable  purpofe,  ’we 
have  juft  grounds  of  complaint,  and  cannot 
but  hope  this  office  will  be  difpenfed  with. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  trade  of  America  is 
really  the  trade  of  Great-Britain  herfelf ;  the 

profits 
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profits  thereof  center  there  :  It  is  one  grand 
fource  from  whence  money  fo  plentifully 
flows  into  the  hands  of  the  feveral  manufac¬ 
turers,  and  from  thence  into  the  coffers  of 
landholders  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  ; 
it  is,  in  ffiort,  the  ftrongeft  chain  of  con- 
nedion  between  Britain  and  the  colonies, 
and  the  principal  means  whereby  thofe 
fources  of  wealth  and  power  have  been,  and 
ate,  fo  ufeful  and  advantageous  to  her. 
The  embarraffments,  difficulties,  and  in- 
fupportable  burdens  under  which  this  trade 
has  laboured,  have  already  made  us  pru- 
dent,  .  frugal  and  induftrious,  and  fuch  a 
fpirit  in  theColonifts  muft  foon,  very  foon, 
enable  them  to  fubflft  without  the  manufac¬ 
tures  of  Great-Britain,  the  trade  of  which 
as  well  as  its  naval  power,  has  been  greatly 
promoted  and  ftrengthened  by  the  luxury  of 
the  colonies;  confequently ' any  meafur^s 
that,  have  a  tendency  to  injury  obftrud  and 
dimimffi  the  American  trade  and  navigation 
muft  have,  the  fame  effed  upon  that  of 
Great- Bntain,  and,  in  all  probality,  Prove 
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